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FSI makes and sells quality handmade, solid wood furniture and has the ability to customize. The store 
is beautiful and inspiring - there’s always something different and interesting to see and discover... 
It’s a destination! - Facebook Follower

Open To The Public With Unbeatable Wholesale Prices
Locally owned and operated, Furniture Source International is a unique retail experience for the whole home. 
As furniture manufacturers for nationwide retailers, we design bench made furniture and accent pieces of solid 
and reclaimed hardwoods and hand forged iron. Offering hand upholstered Italian leather seating and hand-
finished collections in living, dining and bedroom, we offer the greatest variety of heirloom quality furnishings 
in the Brazos Valley.

Limit one per customer. Discount cannot be combined with any other offers.

979-690-2917  |  14761 FM 2154 (Wellborn Rd.)  |  College Station

Your Local BCS Resource For Handmade, Quality Home Furnishings

 25% off
STOREWIDE

PLUS
an Addi t iona l

10% off
when you bring 
in this coupon

Valid Through Sept. 21, 2018

Allen Honda is the only 
dealer in Houston District 
to win presidential award, 
& one of nine to win the 

award in Texas.

For over 64 years, the Allen family 
has done business the old fashioned 

way: with exceptional 
customer service, a ‘no pressure’ 

sales philosophy and excellent service after the sale. 
This dedication to customer satisfaction has even earned Allen Honda the 

Better Business Bureau Torch Award for business ethics.
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The first national tour by these 
incredible performers will open in 
Rudder! Known across the globe as 
“the ultimate feel-good show,” The 

Choir of Man offers up 90 minutes of 
indisputable joy! It’s a party. It’s a 

concert. It’s a pint-filled good time set 
in a working pub that combines 

hair-raising harmonies, high-energy 
dance, and live percussion with 

foot-stomping choreography. CHEERS!

TUE & WED, OCT 2 & 3
7:30 PM • Rudder Auditorium

 TICKETS START AT $26!
MSC Box Office

979-845-1234 • MSCOPAS.org

FEATURING THE MUSIC OF
QUEEN, ADELE, 

GUNS ‘N’ ROSES,
SIA, PAUL SIMON

AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!



From the President/CEO
Dear INSITE Readers,

Welcome to fall! We haven’t had a good fall in a few years; it’s gone 
straight from summer to winter. Here’s hoping this year we get nice, crisp 
temperatures and pretty fall colors.

Last month we had our company picnic out at Cameron Park Zoo in Waco. 
It’s a time where we can get together away from work, bring family, and 
enjoy the last big event as summer ends and school begins. We had Tejun 
Cajun cater for us, which I highly recommend if you are ever in Waco. The 
food paired perfectly with two beer tickets, and it was a great time walking 
around the zoo.

This month, the Bridal Association of the Brazos Valley hosts their Fall 
Bridal Show. We love being able to share the love stories of local brides in 
our Fall Bridal Issue. Debbie and I got married 28 years ago, and we love 
to look back on that day and remember what a wonderful time it was. I still 
remember how nervous I was when I proposed. I had the ring box in my 
boot and it got stuck, and I had a hard time getting it out. We had a simple 
wedding with friends and family from both sides. We rented out a big hall 
where we could dance, mingle, and just celebrate our marriage. Overall, it 
was just a great, wonderful day, and I have many fond memories.

Weddings today have a lot of the same traditions, but it seems like 
they are more expensive than when Deb and I got married. You’ll find 
seven weddings featured in this issue of INSITE. I hope you can draw 
inspiration from these beautiful weddings for your own wedding day!

In our 28 years of marriage, I’ve learned a lot. You go through all kinds 
of experiences, and it’s not all fun and games, but there is a lot of fun 
and games. What’s most important is to learn from each other and work 
together. The best marriages consist of two people who are willing to work 
and grow together! — David Anderton
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MEETS THE
EYE...

THERE'S MORE TO US THAN

 You have a story to tell,
Integ delivers.

Tell it with one, some or all
of our solutions...

 Visit our website at

integdoes.com
Now Serving the Brazos Valley!



Stephanie & Jordan Ross
March 10, 2018

Story by RACHEL KNIGHT

Photos by KRISTINA ROSS PHOTOGRAPHY
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Some love stories start slow, others kick off with a bang. The 
day Stephanie Sechrist and Jordan Ross met, sparks were 

flying, literally. While at a mutual friend’s Fourth of July lake 
party, Stephanie asked Jordan for a sip of his drink. The two 
spent the remainder of the evening together as their love story 
set sail. 

Neither can pinpoint exactly when they knew the other 
was “the one,” but after two years of dating, Jordan surprised 
Stephanie and popped the question. Surprising Stephanie was a 
challenge that required a little help from her mom. “My diamond 
is actually an heirloom diamond,” Stephanie explains.

After getting a new ring for Stephanie’s mom, her dad 
had the diamond from her mom’s original ring made into 
a necklace. Her mom wore the diamond necklace before 
Stephanie got engaged, and Stephanie admits to looking for the 
necklace around her mother’s neck frequently to gauge when 
Jordan might propose. Knowing this, Stephanie’s mom told 
Jordan to have a fake diamond put into the necklace to pull off 
a surprise proposal. 

“I remember asking the jeweler, ‘Would it offend you if I ask if 
you have fake diamonds laying around?’” Jordan recalls. “He was 
like, ‘Why?’ so I explained it to him and he was like, ‘Oh yeah. I 
can do that. Five minutes.’” 

Five days before Jordan got down on one knee, the couple met 
with both sets of their parents for dinner. Jordan and Stephanie 
were taking a trip to Stephanie’s favorite place, her family’s land 
in Quihi, that weekend. She suspected Jordan would pop the 
question during the trip. Knowing there was not enough time to 
have the diamond set into a new ring before they left, Stephanie 
anxiously waited to see if her mom wore the necklace to 
dinner. “I showed up and she was wearing the stupid necklace,” 
Stephanie remembers. When they went for a walk in Quihi that 
weekend, Stephanie was genuinely surprised to see Jordan 
holding a ring asking for her hand in marriage. 

After a seven-month engagement, Stephanie and Jordan were 
ready to tie the knot. Leading up to the wedding, the couple 
says they tried to stay organized. They both agreed their most 
important wedding day preparation was pre-marital counseling 
with their pastor. “The wedding is super fun, but you’re starting 
a marriage,” Stephanie says.

Other wedding day preparations incorporated the couple’s 
entire family. Stephanie wanted to use wine bottles in their 
centerpieces, so the couple asked their Aggie families to save 
some from their tailgates. “We were probably expecting it to 
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take four or five months,” Jordan says. 
“By the next football game we announced 
we had them all,” Stephanie adds. “It was 
fun because then everybody came to the 
wedding, like, ‘Is that my wine bottle?’” 

While their families enjoyed looking 
for wine bottles they contributed, 
Stephanie and Jordan shared excitement 
in seeing each other as Stephanie came 
down the aisle.

“She looked gorgeous,” Jordan explains. 
“That’s a moment you anticipate and it’s 
a moment that’s better than you think it 
would be. … I saw her and immediately 
started tearing up.”

On the other end of the aisle, Stephanie 
was walking hurriedly in her custom 
Nikes with her dad. “Me and my dad were 
around the corner when the music started 
playing and I don’t know why, but I felt 
like we were super late but we weren’t,” 
she explains. “I felt kind of rushed coming 
in the doors, so when we were done 
laughing about it, because my dad was 
like, ‘Stop freaking out,’ I turned and I saw 
[Jordan] and was like, ‘Oh my gosh!’ I just 
have this image of him being so happy to 
see me and crying.”

The remainder of the ceremony was 
a celebration of the couple’s love and the 
role Christ’s love plays in their marriage. 

Stephanie’s uncle sang two gospel songs, 
scriptures were read, and the two became 
one spiritually. 

After the ceremony, the couple 
celebrated the start of their marriage 
with a reception at Traditions Club. 
Stephanie describes their décor as winery 
with a hint of rustic. Students in the 
floral design program at the high school 
where Stephanie works did their floral 
arrangements — which added a more 
personal touch to the day.

As a dance coach and a personal 
trainer, respectively, Stephanie and 
Jordan wanted a lot of dancing at their 
reception. They credit their DJ to helping 
achieve that goal. The couple shared a 
first dance; sang the Aggie War Hymn 
with their Aggie guests, then followed it 
with a special dance from Stephanie and 
her friends on the Aggie Dance Team; 
had an impromptu limbo line using glow 
stick necklaces; and incorporated a 
choreographed dance from Stephanie and 
her dad.

After dancing the night away, the 
couple headed out to start their journey 
as a married couple. They say married life 
is even better than expected. “Honestly, 
it just feels really natural,” Stephanie 
shares. “Married life is awesome.” i

Ross Vendors
Rehearsal Dinner Cafe Eccell

Ceremony Christ United Methodist Church

Reception, Food & Alcohol The Traditions Club

Cakes Cakes by Blondie

DJ Downtown Event Services

Dress Wtoo Gwendolyn by Watters

Hair and Makeup Blush n Glow Co. 

Photography Kristina Ross Photography

Coordinators Tara and Haley at Traditions

Florist Rebecca Luna & the A&M Consolidated 
High School Floral Design Program

Jeweler The Jewelry Store in Bryan
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Hailey & Clayton Halliburton
May 28, 2018

Story by SKYE LOVELADY  

Photos by ASHLEY MEDRANO PHOTOGRAPHY

Hailey Noble attended a casual 
dinner party with her Texas A&M 

University organization, Aggie Angels, 
thinking it was a night like any other. 
Little did she know it would end with 
an engagement to the love of her life, 
Clayton Halliburton. 

Hailey and Clayton both worked at 
Central Baptist Church and often saw 
each other around the church. Hailey 
was an intern in the Family Activities 
Ministry and coached a boys’ basketball 
team through the Central Sports program. 

Clayton worked with the Facilities Crew, 
and would cross paths with her work, 
but he had never really spoken to her, 
Clayton says. He finally found the courage 
to introduce himself properly and ask her 
on a date. He asked Hailey to get coffee 
with him, thinking all girls liked coffee, 
but surprisingly Hailey didn’t. “I had to get 
really creative,” Clayton says. He resorted 
to plan B, which was Chick-fil-A, and 
planned a night picnic for Dec. 14, 2016.  

About eight months after their first 
date, Hailey made evening plans to attend 
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an Aggie Angels dinner party at Napa 
Flats Wood-Fired Kitchen. After dinner, 
she was blindfolded by the vice president 
of the organization and was told there 
was another surprise for all the girls. 
Unbeknownst to Hailey, she was the only 
girl blindfolded and was taken by car to a 
new location, Hailey says. 

Once at the new location, her 
blindfold was removed and by this point 
she knew this had something to do with 
Clayton, Hailey says. A video slideshow 
prepared by Clayton played and then she 
was led out to the fountain in the front 
of the church where Clayton stood in a 
circle of lights. 

“I’m terrible at surprises, but I had 
to make sure that at least the proposal 
was a surprise,” Clayton says. Hailey was 
indeed surprised and she enthusiastically 
said yes. 

Hailey and Clayton decided since 
they were both Aggies, they would use 
maroon and navy for their wedding 
colors. Unlike many couples, they 
only visited one wedding venue and 
signed the contract during their visit, 
Hailey explains. They fell in love with 
Brownstone Reserve and chose the only 
day available, May 28 — Memorial Day. 
Hailey and Clayton both knew most 
people would be off work anyways due to 
the holiday. 

Hailey and Clayton hired Wonderfully 
Wed as a day-of wedding planner to help 
alleviate stress.

“I was originally against the idea of a 
day-of coordinator, not for any particular 
reason, I just didn’t think it was 
necessary,” Clayton says. “After having 
done it, I wouldn’t change a thing now, 
because it was nice having our family just 
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Halliburton Vendors
Venue Brownstone Reserve

Appetizers Fruit Your Fancy

Day-of Coordinator 
Wonderfully Wed

Photographer  
Ashley Medrano Photography 

Florist Petal Patch Florist

Cakes Cakes by Blondie 

Donuts Daylight Donuts

DJ DJ Rio

Wedding Dress  
Bridal Galleria of Texas

Bridesmaid Dresses  
David’s Bridal

Groom’s Tuxedo and 
Groomsmen’s Attire  
Men’s Wearhouse

be able to attend our wedding and then go home after. That was 
my favorite thing. Everyone who was there, including our family, 
could just relax, have a good time, celebrate with us, and not 
have to be stressed where things go.” 

While the couple still had the traditional bride and groom’s 
cakes, they also decided to include a donut bar. The day of 
the wedding, Clayton was nervous and to distract himself he 
arranged the donut bar entirely by himself, he says. Hailey tried to 
help the morning of as well but she was sent away to get ready. 

“I was like a princess locked in a tower basically, kept away,” 
Hailey says. “It was nice. It was one of those things I’m never 
going to have the chance to do that again and it was cool that I 
got to do that.”

A bit untraditionally, Hailey and Clayton decided to use 
Clayton’s brother Corey, to marry them. Hailey explains they 
wanted to choose someone they both knew, and Corey was the 
perfect fit. “He’s not a minister or anything, he’s just an awesome 
guy,” Clayton says. “We asked if he would marry us, and he was 
ordained online and performed our wedding. He did a fantastic 
job too.”

The proposal may have begun as a journey to an unknown 
location, but it transitioned into a journey of a lifetime. Life is not 
about looking towards the destination, but focusing on the journey, 
and for both Hailey and Clayton, their journey has just begun. i
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Tia & Joshua Stelzer
December 16, 2017

Story by FARRIN VELASCO  

Photos by FOX & FLORALS MEDIA

Tia and Joshua Stelzer’s love story 
started as a forbidden romance. 

Tia was a counselor in FORME, a Texas 
A&M University freshman leadership 
organization, and Joshua was one of her 
freshmen she was in charge of leading. 

“We weren’t allowed to date during 
that because I was his counselor,” recalls 
Tia. Once they were both out of the 
organization they began to date. 

While they were dating, Joshua took 
Tia on a 10-day camping trip.

“I didn’t really know where we were 
going exactly, but we started in Big Bend 
and then went all the way to New Mexico 
and ended in the Grand Canyon on the 
last night,” says Tia. “Every day he had a 
little gift and handwritten letter for me 
that had some significance, so I kind of 
knew [a proposal] was coming.”

On the second to last night of their 
trip, just as the sun was setting, Joshua 
took Tia to the edge of the Grand Canyon 
and proposed. 

When it came time to plan the 
wedding, Tia says she knew she didn’t 
want a typical, rustic Texas wedding. 
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“I knew I wanted it to be more formal and 
I knew that I wanted it to be a Christmas 
wedding, so that kind of set the tone 
for all the flowers and decorations,” Tia 
says. “All the party favors were little 
ornaments and we had lots of Christmas 
trees and Christmas music.”

On the day of the wedding, everything 
went very smoothly until it almost didn’t. 
Tia credits her maid-of-honor with saving 
the day. The best man was supposed to 
have the ring and as everyone was lining 
up to go down the aisle, the maid-of-
honor thought it best to double check and 
make sure he had it.

“Utter panic came over his face and he 
just started booking it across the church 
all the way to this room on the other side 
for the ring and he literally came back 
with it out-of-breath, right before he was 
supposed to walk down,” says Tia. “That 
provided a little comedic relief.”
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Stelzer Vendors
Reception Astin Mansion

Ceremony A&M United Methodist Church

Rehearsal Dinner Murphy’s Law 

Limousine Aggieland Limousines

Bridal Tea Martha’s Bloomers, Navasota

Bridal Party Housing Historic Holle House

Caterer Hinze’s Barbeque & Catering, Sealy

Bridal Gown MLD Limited, Houston

Band Uptown; Gary Reece, Austin

Photo Booth Texas Best Selfie

Video Smart Video; John Fletcher, Huntsville

Tent Details Party Rental

China Party Time Rentals

Flowers Carriage House Floral;  
Christopher Dodgen

Photographer Fox & Floral Media, Austin

Cakes Cakes by Blondie

Soloist Ave Maria; A&M United Methodist 
Church; Alix Neeley

String Quartet Brazos Valley String Quartet

Tuxedos Men’s Warehouse

Tia and Joshua were married on Dec. 
16, 2017, at A&M United Methodist 
Church and had their reception at Astin 
Mansion. Tia says that while she was very 
stressed throughout the planning process, 
everything ended up all working out 
really well.

“I feel like for me the wedding planning 
time leading up was so stressful, so I had 
it in my mind that I wasn’t really going 
to enjoy the wedding,” says Tia. “I was 
honestly so surprised by the end of the 
night, I was like, ‘This is like the best day 
of my life and I can’t believe it because 
everything leading up to this was really, 
really stressful.’”

For most couples, it can be hard to find 
some alone time during the reception 
when everyone is surrounding them, but 
Tia and Joshua made a point to do so. 

“At the end before people lined up 
with sparklers, they ushered everyone 
away to get them ready and then me and 
Joshua got to have a last dance together 
on the dance floor, just us two with no 
one around,” Tia says. “It was really 
special to look back on the whole night 
and have that moment to reflect on what’s 
happened and what’s going to happen and 
the rest of our lives together. It was just 
kind of like a deep breath before moving 
on with the rest of our lives.” i
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Audra & Jordan Haddock
May 10, 2018

Story by UNIQUA WILLAIMS  

Ceremony Photos by CENTURY TREE PRODUCTIONS

Bridal Portraits by L’AMOUR DE PARIS

At Texas A&M University when you walk underneath The 
Century Tree with a significant other, it is believed you will 

spend the rest of your lives together. Audra Smith, took this 
tradition a step further when she married Jordan Haddock 
under this very tree on May 10.  

Audra and Jordan met three years ago at Hurricane Harry’s 
on Northgate. 

“I was actually on another date with a guy who was really 
excited about buying ‘cowboy things’ like boots, a hat, things 
like that,” says Audra. “I told him some places he could find good 
boots and all things western, but I told him, ‘Whatever you do, 
don’t buy a sparkly belt like that guy,’ and motioned to Jordan.”

Little did Audra know, this same sparkly belt guy would one 
day become her other half. Audra says Jordan is her mirror image. 
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“I call him my missing puzzle piece,” says 
Audra. Not only do they enjoy a lot of the 
same things, but they also share the same 
sense of humor. “Our humor is totally in 
sync to the point of laughing ’til we cry and 
making the same joke at the same time.” 

Audra says she really knew Jordan 
was the one when he finally met her 
son, Peyton. 

“They were best buddies, and I saw 
just how much he loved him like his own, 
without reservation,” says Audra. 
Jordan’s relationship with Audra’s son 
made saying yes to his proposal that 
much easier. Jordan proposed at a New 
Year’s Eve party in 2017 at the stroke of 
midnight. “We were counting down and 
when I turned around to give him a New 
Year’s kiss he was down on one knee.” 

It wasn’t long before the couple began 
planning for their wedding. Audra says 
since Bryan is her hometown and she’s 
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With over 50 plus years of experience in the hospitality industry our team at 7D Ranch can bring to life your vision,  
whether you are looking to host a corporate event, social engagement/celebration, team building event, or saying “I Do.” With 
this experience and the backdrop of our 1600-acre ranch we look forward to creating that unforgettable experience for you.

2729 CR 305 • Navasota, TX 77868 • Phone: 936.870.5114 • 7dranchtexas.com

Wedding Packages • Corporate Events • Social Events 
Team Building Events • Cabin Rentals

Let our team at 7D Ranch bring to life an event that your guests 
will be talking about for years to come. 

Give us a call and schedule a time to come out and visit us 
and see what possibilities 7D Ranch has to offer. 



Haddock Vendors
Ceremony Photographer  
Century Tree Productions

Wedding Portraits L’amour De Paris

Navy Dress Charli 

Jordan’s Suit Men’s Warehouse

Celebration Dinner Veritas

a third generation Aggie and Jordan 
also attended Texas A&M, it was fitting 
to have her wedding at a place that was 
familiar to both of them.  

“We decided we wanted a small 
ceremony, with just family, so we could 
have a bigger honeymoon — nothing 
fancy and no stress of planning a huge 
wedding,” says Audra. “The Century Tree 
just seemed like a no-brainer. It’s such a 
beautiful tradition and we wanted to be a 
part of it.”

The wedding date was also a no-
brainer. Jordan graduated and got his 
Aggie ring on May 10, so it made sense to 
have the wedding on the same day. “Since 
his family had to fly in [for graduation], 
we decided to pack it all in to one amazing 
day,” Audra says. “He’ll never have an 
excuse to forget our anniversary now.” 

Audra says she wanted her dress to 
be simple, since she wanted to take her 
wedding photos in Paris during their 
honeymoon. For the wedding ceremony 
Audra wore a blue dress purchased from 
Charli in College Station. 

“It’s a beautiful, floor-length navy 
gown, very timeless, but not something 
you’d typically see a bride wearing on her 
wedding day,” says Audra. “I wanted to 
do something totally different from the 
typical white gown, since I was planning 
to save my beautiful, white and cream 
wedding gown for our honeymoon in 
Paris, France, where we planned to take 
our wedding portraits.”

Keeping the wedding simple (like 
hand-making the bouquet to keep costs 
lower) allowed Jordan and Audra to have 
their dream honeymoon in Europe.

“We spent two weeks in Europe where 
we visited Paris, Prague, and Budapest,” 
says Audra. “It was definitely a once in a 
lifetime trip.”

What made the honeymoon even 
more special was taking their wedding 
portraits in the early morning light while 
all the Parisians slept. “It was as if we had 
Paris all to ourselves.” i
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Becca & Brett O’Donnell
May 26, 2018

Story by FARRIN VELASCO  

Photos by DREAMY ELK PHOTOGRAPHY

Becca Langley and Brett O’Donnell’s 
love story began a little differently 

than most; that’s because when they 
met, Becca was dating someone else. 
Brett says by the time he found that out 
he was already hooked. 

Brett and Becca met in a class at Texas 
A&M University just after Brett had 
switched to a new, fairly small major. “I 
was fairly socially awkward so I wanted 
to practice talking to people,” Brett 

explains. “So, I sat in the front row one 
seat over from the lefty desk because I 
figured it forced a left-handed person to 
sit next to me.”

Becca ended up being that person. 
Brett says he saw her out of the corner 
of his eye and thought she was way too 
attractive, and that he wasn’t ready to talk 
to her yet. Finally, after a few more classes 
together Brett worked up the courage to 
talk to Becca. 
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Caldwell is a short 22 miles from Bryan/College Station and Texas A&M University 
with a quaint downtown square that includes boutiques, shops, restaurants and bars.

www.caldwelltx.gov

Join us on the square in downtown Caldwell for ‘Second Saturday’ 10am-6pm! 

BurlesonCountyTX.com/kolachefestival

Downtown Caldwell 
‘‘on the square’’

September 8, 2018    

Attractions 

Include: Classic 

Car Show, 

Antique Tractor 

Show, Glamper 

Show, and much 

more…….

SCARE ON THE SQUARE

— OCTOBER 27 —

This popular family friendly event draws thousands 

of  people to the downtown area for Halloween fun. 

Events include: trick-or-treating, trunk-or-treating, 

‘Boo-House’, vendor booths, downtown shopping, 

carnival games, bounce houses and more.

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY— NOVEMBER 24 —Small Business Saturday is a celebration of  local businesses in our Downtown Area. It takes place each year on the Saturday after Thanksgiving and encourages people to SHOP LOCAL.

CHRISTMAS ON THE SQUARE

— DECEMBER 8 —

This annual Christmas celebration draws a family 

friendly crowd to downtown Caldwell.  The event 

includes an Old Fashioned Christmas Program with 

performance from local dance teams and the high 

school band, a visit to “Whoville” including pictures 

with a live Grinch, pictures with Santa, Elf  School 

activities, bounce houses, trackless train and a lighted 

parade.  Don’t forget to come see the dancing lights 

on the Burleson County Courthouse and the gorgeous 

window displays at our downtown businesses.

RED & GREEN CHILI COOK-OFF— DECEMBER 8 —In conjunction with Christmas on the Square, competitive 
cookers will compete in over 11 categories for the 
championship title of  Red & Green Chili Cook-Off  overall 
winner.  2018 will be the 6th year the competition will be 
held and is a don’t miss for chili cookers.

The perfect venue for your special event, business 
meeting, family reunion, bridal shower, or wedding!

103 WEST STATE HWY 21 •  CALDWELL, TEXAS 77836  •  979.567.6854 • CIVICCENTER@CALDWELLTX.GOV
3 PRIVATE EVENT ROOMS AVAILABLE: 24’ X 56’, 20’ X 40’, OR 56’ X 56’ AVAILABLE FOR LARGE EVENTS, 

TABLES & CHAIRS PROVIDED, STAGE AVAILABLE 56’ X 24’ AS WELL.

DOWNTOWN CALDWELL EVENTS:

CALDWELL CIVIC CENTER



The two bonded quickly over projects and through other 
classes they had together. In the summer of 2014, Becca finally 
became single. 

“I started trying to work out how I was going to ask her out,” 
says Brett. “Becca is a very, very attractive woman and I knew 
that she would get asked out immediately so I knew I had to do it 
before somebody else did.”

After days of planning and perfecting what he was going to 
say, the opportunity to ask Becca out finally arose when he was 
walking to class with his best friend’s future wife. 

“Becca ran up to me and tapped me on the shoulder and a 
voice in my head said, ‘Dude, if you don’t blurt it out you’re going 
to [sic] choke,’” says Brett. “I basically yelled at her, ‘Do you 
wanna go on a date with me?’” 

When Becca remembers the moment, she laughs and says 
that Brett said it all so fast, like one word without spaces. As 
soon as the words came out of Brett’s mouth, he turned to his 
best friend’s future wife and yelled, “I did it! I did it!”

Three years later to the exact day and time they met, Brett 
proposed. Brett wanted to surprise Becca with the proposal, 
so he made sure to go the extra mile so that she wouldn’t 
suspect anything. 

“I threw Becca off my scent because we had gone to go look 
at rings like eight months before I proposed to her and then 
about a week or two before the engagement party I was like, 
‘Hey so what did you like in a wedding ring? You like this right?’” 
explains Brett.
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O’Donnell Vendors
Ceremony St. Mary’s Catholic Church

Reception Downtown 202

Photography Dreamy Elk Photography

Catering/Cake D’Vine Cuisine

Florals Unforgettable Floral

Rentals Ashley & Co.

Coordination Stephanie with Ashley & Co. 

Hair/Makeup Naturally Flawless

Cake Topper WhiteHartCreations on Etsy

Calligraphy Becca Langley

Stationary Combination of Basic Invite 
(Invitations, RSVP, etc) and TheSunshineGarden 
on Etsy (programs)

By this point Becca believed Brett already 
had the ring, so she was understandably 
a bit disappointed. Becca also says she 
thought all her high school friends had 
come to College Station to see a mutual 
friend who lived in Montana, so she didn’t 
suspect a thing. 

On the morning of the proposal, 
Brett told Becca they needed to pick up 
a computer part for a project Becca was 
working on at Texas A&M’s campus. 

“I wanted an excuse to get her outside 
of the Kleberg building because that’s 
where we met,” says Brett. “So, we go 
outside and I stop her and look at her in the 
eyes and said, ‘Do you realize that three 
years ago from this spot is the first time 
that I ever walked away from you and ever 
since that moment I felt like every moment 
I spent apart from you was a waste of time, 
and I’m done wasting time.’”

Becca planned most of the wedding 
while Brett was in Virginia, working on 
his law degree. 

“I wanted it to be pretty and classy 
but also still have things that were 
representative of us,” says Becca. 

She chose the wedding colors from an 
old Irish folk song called The Orange and 
the Green about a Catholic (Becca) and 
Protestant (Brett) getting married. The 
Dungeons and Dragons cake toppers were 
also representative of the couple.

Becca’s favorite part of the wedding 
was all the family and friends who were 
willing to travel so far to come celebrate 
them and how much they love each 
other, she says. Brett’s favorite part was 
watching Becca come down the aisle. 

Luckily for Becca and Brett, the 
wedding day went off without a hitch, 
which they attribute to their vendors.

“All of our vendors pulled it off literally 
perfectly,” says Brett. “I feel like every 
single wedding has some tragedy that 
happens right before the day of, but 
nothing like that happened. … They did an 
amazing job.” i
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PARTY TIME RENTALS Offers Event Rentals for your Wedding, Party, Tailgate, or Special Event in the Bryan /College Station, Texas area. 
(979) 696-5555 • 1816 Ponderosa Drive • College Station, Texas 77845 •  (corner of Ponderosa & Longmire)

Monday-Friday 9am – 5:30pm  •  Saturday 9am – 1pm

TENTS | TABLES & CHAIRS | LINENS | CHINA & GLASSWARE | DRAPING | STAGING & FLOORING Ph
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Haley & Joseph Valdez
April 14, 2018

Story by SHELBI LEMEILLEUR  

Photos by GEORGE STREET PHOTOGRAPHY

Haley Cox knew Joseph Valdez was “the one” from the very 
beginning.

When she was 9 years old, Haley’s stepdad gave her some 
advice that wound up having a larger impact later on.

“[My stepdad] told me I needed a list of what I wanted in 
my future husband so I would know him when I saw him,” says 
Haley. “[Joseph] fit my list, and he’s just the kindest person I 
have ever known.”

Haley and Joseph started dating in December 2015. A year 
and a half later, Joseph surprised Haley during a trip of a lifetime 
in June 2017.

“His mom lives in California and we were going out there for 
his brother’s graduation,” explains Haley. “We went to Sunset 
Cliffs in San Diego and he proposed on the beach. He flew my 
best friend in unbeknownst to me and she jumped out of a bush 
and surprised me.”

Unlike most brides, Haley let her soon-to-be husband do most 
of the planning. However, she says having their wedding and 
reception at 7F Lodge was an important decision to both Haley 
and Joseph.

“We lived in The Woodlands and there aren’t any little white 
chapels and that’s what I have always wanted. I just fell in love 
with the venue. It’s like a little bed and breakfast,” Haley says. 
“There is this little, quaint chapel. It was actually built by the 
owner, and he built it to propose to his wife.”

The little white chapel was the perfect gathering place for 
Haley and Joseph’s family and friends to witness the couple start 
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(979) 822-1999  |  www.AggielandDJs.com

SELFIE STATION
2-HOUR PHOTO BOOTH RENTAL   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500

• Party Props
• Photo Booth Concierge
• Instant Email & Text Sharing (when wifi present)

• Customized Photo Frame
• Unlimited 4x6 Prints
• Green Screen Available

ADDITIONAL PER HOUR CHARGE   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $175

SELFIE STATION RENTALS
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Aggie Owned & Operated

(979) 822-1999  |  www.AggielandDJs.com

SELFIE STATION
2-HOUR PHOTO BOOTH RENTAL   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500

• Party Props
• Photo Booth Concierge
• Instant Email & Text Sharing (when wifi present)

• Customized Photo Frame
• Unlimited 4x6 Prints
• Green Screen Available

ADDITIONAL PER HOUR CHARGE   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $175

SELFIE STATION RENTALS



Valdez Vendors
Venue & Catering 7F Lodge

Flowers Post Oak Florist

Dress Brickhouse Bridal

Photography George Street Photography

Cake Dream Cakes

Makeup Makeup by Kim Maraycchini

the next chapter of their lives together 
on April 14, 2018. Haley’s stepfather 
officiated the ceremony, and the couple 
kept it intimate with four people in the 
bridal party.

While Haley says her favorite part of 
the wedding itself was the ceremony, it 
was also important for her to portray 
four families coming together. “My 
parents are divorced and Joseph’s 
parents are divorced as well,” she says. “I 
told the photographer I didn’t want any 
single family photos, just group photos. 
It worked out. I was trying to portray 
that we are a family unit, not just four 
different families.”

To future brides, Haley says not to 
sweat the small stuff. “Everybody had 
something they wanted to add and I kind 
of dug my heels in and said, ‘No we want it 
this way.’ In hindsight, I wish I would have 
let them have their moment in it, too.”

In the end, it was still a wonderful day 
for Haley and Joseph to remember for the 
rest of their lives, surrounded by family, 
friends, and loved ones. i
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Catering – Delivery – Event Space
979.822.6073

www.cjbbq.com

3 Private
Banquet Rooms Available

We can host a party or rehearsal dinner from 15-150 
at our Texas Ave. location near Downtown Bryan.



Victoria & Dustin Myers
May 15, 2018

Story Courtesy of INN AT QUARRY RIDGE  

Photos by ORYAN PHOTO & VIDEO

Myers Vendors
Venue Inn at Quarry Ridge 

Marble Package Coordinators Epoch Co. 

Photographer Oryan Photo & Video 

Dessert Peace, Love & Cakes 

Hair and Makeup Naturally Flawless 

Rentals Ashley & Co.

Victoria Junkerman and Dustin Myers 
met at a coffee shop. The next 

chapter of their lives began during Ring 
Day at Texas A&M University. 

Victoria was able to present Dustin his 
Aggie Ring, but she says she could tell he 
was acting pretty nervous. After the ring 
presentation, Dustin asked Victoria to go 
on a walk with him. 

 “We walked and chatted and 
came across the Century Tree. As we 
approached the tree I recognized it from 
our second date,” Victoria says. The couple 
discussed the legend that those who walk 
together under the tree are destined to 
be together forever and decided to walk 
under it together. “Half way under the 
tree he gave me a big hug and was visibly 
shaking. ... He then got down on one knee 
and asked if I would be willing to spend 
the rest of my life with him.”

Since they both lived in College Station 
at the time, it only felt natural to plan 

their wedding in the same city. Spending 
time with out-of-town guests in a casual 
atmosphere without driving all around 
College Station was a top priority for the 
Myers. After visiting with Sue and Larry 
at the Inn at Quarry Ridge, and learning 
about everything the wedding venue 
included, they knew this venue was the 
casual elegance they had been seeking!

The couple wed on May 15. Victoria 
says the day went beautifully and 
smoothly. Thanks to the day-of 
coordination contracted with Epoch Co. 
for all Inn at Quarry Ridge Marble Package 
clients, Victoria says she never wondered 
what was going to happen next, and loved 
how she could be in the moment with 
her closest friends and family. Monday 
morning Victoria and Dustin enjoyed 
brunch before they jetted off on a three-
week honeymoon adventure cruising the 
British Isles and meandering the streets 
of Rome. i
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P      ostoak Florist offers a gorgeous 
selection of bridal bouquets, 

wedding ceremony flowers, centerpieces 
and floral cake decorations to fit any budget. 
Whether your wedding is a Spring, Summer, 
Fall or Winter event, simple or elegant, we 
can provide beautiful romantic flowers to 
make your day unforgettable.

During the floral consultation with our 
Texas Master Florists, we will work to 
ensure all the wedding floral arrangements 
and decorations complement your personal 
style. From formal to outdoor casual we will 
work to ensure that all your wedding décor 
will help make your day everything you have 
ever dreamed possible

Postoak Florist
Post Oak Village • 900-12 Harvey Rd.
College Station • (979)764-0091
www.postoakflorist.com
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Supporting Pink Alliance
Fall Bridal Show Benefits Breast Cancer 

Support in the Brazos Valley
Compiled by INSITE STAFF

The 2018 Fall Bridal Show and Benefit will be held at 
Brazos County Expo Complex on Sunday, Sept. 23, from 

noon to 4pm.
Attendees may browse more than 100 vendors at the event 

and visit one-on-one with wedding professionals who can 
personalize your ceremony, reception, or honeymoon. Proceeds 
from ticket sales to the show benefit Pink Alliance, a nonprofit 
dedicated to providing support to breast cancer patients in the 
Brazos Valley.

Tickets are $10 per person when purchased in advance 
online at babv.org; tickets are $15 per person at the door and 
every person, including children more than 2 years old, must 
have a ticket to enter the show. Organizers note that no strollers 
are allowed in the show due to safety reasons. All tickets are 
non-refundable.

Prize drawings held throughout the show are intended 
for brides or grooms only, and all prize awards are subject to 
verification, according to show organizers.

The past two decades, The Bridal Association of the Brazos 
Valley has donated more than $165,000 to local charities in the 
Brazos Valley. The designated charity for the 2018 fall show is 
Pink Alliance — Breast Cancer Support of the Brazos Valley. 
Formed by five women who experienced the overwhelming 
emotions that come with the diagnosis of breast cancer, the 
mission of the organization is to provide educational resources to 
women in the community who receive a breast cancer diagnosis.

For more information about Pink Alliance — Breast Cancer 
Support of the Brazos Valley, including phone numbers for 
immediate information, visit PinkAlliance.org. i

PHOTO BY KRISTINA ROSS PHOTOGRAPHY

Check out these local businesses 
for all your wedding needs.  

Courtesy of the Bridal Association of the Brazos Valley

Attire
Al’s Formal Wear 
alsformalwear.com 
(979) 693-0947

Bustles & Bow Ties Boutique 
bustlesandbowtiesboutique.com 
(979) 421-8434

Coreena’s Bridal 
coreenasbridal.com 
(979) 459-2030

David’s Bridal, Inc 
davidsbridal.com 
(877) 921-BRIDE

Jos A Bank 
josabank.com 
(979) 690-8800

Love and Lace Bridal Boutique 
loveandlacetexas.com 
(979) 820-0006

Men’s Wearhouse 
menswearhouse.com 
(979) 693-8650

Cakes and Desserts
Cake Junkie 
cake-junkie.com 
(979) 268-2342

Cakes by Blondie 
facebook.com/pages/Cakes-by-
Blondie/118078168342433 
(936) 873-2311

Ciana’s Cakes at The Chocolate Gallery 
bcschocolategallery.com 
(979) 779-2804

Donut Darlin’ 
facebook.com/donutdarlin 
(830) 237-2446

Fabulous Fare 
fabulousfare.com 
(979) 324-4256

Fruit Your Fancy 
FruitYourFancy.com 
(979) 820-1888

Nothing Bundt Cakes 
nothingbundtcakes.com 
(979) 693-1222

Sandee’s Sweets 
sandeessweets.com 
(979) 406-0111

Truly Scrumptious Cake Shoppe 
trulyscrumptiouscakeshoppe.com 
(903) 426-2318

Catering & Beverages
Admiral Catering 
amiconave.com 
(979) 676-0300

Buppy’s Catering 
buppys.com 
(979) 779-6417

Chef Tai Inc 
cheftai.com 
(979) 997-0497

Chick-fil-A Aggieland and College Station 
cfarestaurant.com/southcollegestation 
(979) 739-5935

D’Vine Cuisine LLC 
dvinecuisine.com 
(979) 704-6024

Epicures Catering 
epicuresexperience.com 
(979) 695-0985

Hilton Hotel College Station 
hiltoncs.com 
(979) 694-4904

J. Cody’s Steaks & BBQ 
jcodys.com 
(979) 846-2639

Luke’s Bartending Service 
bcsbartenders.com 
(979) 693-1752

Napa Flats 
napaflats.com 
(979) 383-2500

On The Border 
ontheborder.com 
(979) 314-8400

Ronin Cooking LLC 
ronincooking.com 
(979) 574-8745

Sidecar Bartending 
sidecarbartenders.com 
(979) 255-8805

TAZ Indian Cuisine 
tazcuisine.com 
(979) 696-6560

Entertainment & Lighting
Brazos Valley String Quartet 
bvstringquartet.com 
(979) 777-3710

Downtown Event Services 
DowntownEventServicesLLC.com 
(979) 822-1999

Livewire Event Group 
livewirepro.com 
(979) 212-3003

Floral
Carriage House Floral 
astinmansion.com 
(979) 822-9999

Postoak Florist 
postoakweddings.com 
(979) 764-0091

Tamara Menges Designs 
tamaramenges.com 
(903) 235-7872

Unforgettable Floral 
unforgettablefloral.com 
(979) 599-2427
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Ballroom & Guest
Accommodations

Grand Tradition of Vintage Elegance
107 W. Commerce Street . Brenham, Texas 77833 . www.antstreetinn.com . stay@antstreetinn.com . 979.836.7393
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Urban Rubbish 
urbanrubbish.com 
(903) 574-5401

Willow Lane Florals and Events 
willowlaneco.com 
(817) 676-3933

Health and Beauty
Artisan’s Rejuvenation Med Spa 
artisansmedspa.com 
(979) 704-6879

Cherry Blow Dry Bar 
cherryblowdrybar.com 
(979) 703-8843

Chrome 
experiencechrome.com 
(979) 268-1398

Elegant Occasions  
Professional Hair & Makeup 
facebook.com/Elegant-
Occasions-1356039574464868 
(979) 324-1798

Galleria Day Spa 
galleriadayspa.com 
(979) 690-0350

Lipo-Light Body Sculpting 
BCStanning.com 
(979) 693-8454

Make Up by Kim Maracchini 
officialmedispa.com 
(979) 693-7999

Naturally Flawless  
Hair & Makeup Design 
naturallyflawlessbeauty.com 
(979) 229-5359

Invitations
Aggieland Printing 
aggielandprinting.com 
(979) 693-8621

Peach Paper & Design 
peachpaperdesign.com 
(979) 220-7147

Linens, Rentals & Décor
Ashley & Co. 
ashleyandcompany.com 
(979) 485-9802

Details Party Rental 
detailspartyrental.com 
(979) 209-0549 

Events to Remember 
texaseventstoremember.com 
(936) 825-2982 

Fancy Flushes 
fancyflushes.com 
(979) 229-8795 

Party Time Rentals 
partytimerentals.com 
(979) 696-5555 

Southern Elegance Rentals 
southernelegancerentals.com 
(979) 473-9985 

Vestige Event Rentals 
vestigeeventrentals.com 
(817) 760-6466 

Photo Booths
BoothFavors.com 
boothfavors.com 
(832) 724-7706

Downtown Event Services 
DowntownEventServicesLLC.com 
(979) 822-1999

Lifetime Selfies 
Lifetimeselfies.com 
(979) 204-2387

Oh Snap Selfie Photo Booth 
ohsnapselfie.com 
(832) 607-4421

Wonderfully Wed 
wonderfullywed.com 
(979) 450-4329

Photographers
Aggie Arts 
aggiearts.com 
(979) 922-5566

Alicia Cargile Photography 
cargilephotography.com 
(979) 277-4533

All Heart Photography 
allheartphoto.com 
(512) 484-8919

Butch Ireland Photography 
butchireland.com 
(979) 575-2584

Canon Creek Photography 
canoncreekphotography.com 
(979) 255-2728

Jamie Hardin Photography 
jamiehardinphotography.com 
(979) 574-0743

Jen Brazeal Photography 
jbrazeal.com 
(979) 485-9485

JP Beato III Photography LLC 
jpbeato.com 
(832) 724-7706

Kathlyn Dragna Photography 
dragnaphoto.com 
(979) 830-3952

Kristina Ross Photography 
kristinarossphotography.com 
(254) 315-2506

Rachel Driskell Photography 
racheldriskell.com 
(979) 324-4018

Ryan Price Photography 
ryanpricephoto.com 
(979) 255-8835

San Angel Photo 
sanangelphoto.com 
(979) 450-3540

Southern Charm Photography 
southerncharm-photography.com 
(760) 616-0730

Thomas Ross Photography 
thomasrossphoto.com 
(979) 575-2651

Uncle Tio Photography 
uncletiophotography.com 
(979) 203-9532

Planners & Coodinators
All Things Planned 
atplanned.com 
(979) 693-3760

EPOCH CO+Events 
epochcoevents.com 
(817) 760-6466

Event-full Planning by Clare 
facebook.com/
EventFullPlanningbyClare 
(979) 776-7785

Let US Events 
letUSevents.com 
(936) 662-3306

Wonderfully Wed 
wonderfullywed.com 
(979) 450-4329

Specialty
Anco Insurance 
anco.com 
(979) 774-6266

Armstrong Properties 
armstrongpropertiestx.com 
(979) 567-7653

Bed Bath & Beyond 
bedbathandbeyond.com 
(979) 696-2699

Fries Financial Services 
friesfinancial.com 
(979) 846-8395

Good Bull Parking 
goodbullparking.com 
(979) 599-5091

Susan’s Ballroom Dance 
SusansBallroomDance.com 
(979) 690-0606

Unique Limo Service 
uniquelimo-service.com 
(979) 200-9915

Travel and Honeymoons
7F Lodge and Events 
7flodge.com 
(979) 690-0073

Aggieworld Adventures  
Travel and Tours 
aggieworldtravel.com 
(979) 774-5000

Cruise Planners — Kelley Austin 
cruisevacationsandmore.com 
(936) 825-7001

Venues, Rehearsal  
Dinners & Lodging
7D Ranch 
7dranchtexas.com 
(936) 870-5114 

7F Lodge and Events 
7flodge.com 
(979) 690-0073

Amber’s Arbor 
ambersarbor.net 
(979) 220-9082

Amish Barn at Edge 
theamishbarnatedge.com 
(979) 774-4477

An Inn at Quarry Ridge 
innatquarryridge.com 
(979) 822-8368

Ant Street Inn 
antstreetinn.com 
(979) 836-7393

Astin Mansion 
astinmansion.com 
(979) 822-9999

Avalon 
avalonweddingsbcs.com 
(979) 778-0698

Baymont Inn & Suites 
baymontInns.com 
(979) 680-3000

Best Western Premier 
bestwestern.com/
premierbryancollegestation 
(979) 731-5305

Brazos Center 
thebrazoscenter.com 
(979) 776-8338

Brazos Cotton Exchange Ballroom 
brazoscottonexchange.com 
(979) 575-4181

Brazos County Expo 
brazoscountyexpo.com 
(979) 823-3976

Bright Star Ranch and Resort LLC 
brightstarranch.com 
(979) 828-5090

Broken Arrow Ranch 
brokenarrowranch.us 
(979) 220-7905

Caffe’ Capri 
theplaceforitalian.com 
(979) 822-2675

Cavalry Court Hotel 
cavalrycourt.com 
(979) 575-5818

Chandelier Room Navasota 
chandelierroom.net 
(214) 709-5130

Christopher’s World Grille 
christophersworldgrille.com 
(979) 776-2181

Double Creek Crossing 
doublecreekcrossing.com 
(979) 200-9555

Downtown 202 
Downtown202.com 
(979) 587-0063

Downtown Bryan Events 
downtownbryanevents.com 
(979) 216-0548

Fannin Oaks 
(936) 348-2207

Four Oaks at Mound Creek Ranch 
fouroaksatmoundcreekranch.com 
(936) 348-0178

Four Points by Sheraton  
College Station 
fourpoints.com/collegestation 
(979) 693-1741

Giddings Stone Mansion 
giddingsstonemansion.com 
(979) 836-1690

Hidden Manor 
hiddenmanorbv.com 
(979) 690-0233

Hilton Hotel College Station 
hiltoncs.com 
(979) 694-4904

Home2 Suites by Hilton 
collegestation.home2suites.com 
(979) 703-8288

Hyatt Place College Station 
collegestation.place.hyatt.com 
(979) 846-9800

Lake Walk Town Center 
lakewalktx.com 
(979) 704-6395

LaSalle Hotel 
lasalle-hotel.com 
(979) 822-2000

Lillian Farms Country Estate 
lillianfarms.com 
(979) 421-6332

Magnolia Lake 
magnolia-lake.com 
(936) 294-0991

Messina Hof Winery and Resort 
messinahof.com 
(979) 778-9463

Moore Ranch on the Brazos 
mooreranchonthebrazos.com 
(979) 492-8553

Myrtle Estate 
facebook.com/pg/Myrtle-
Estate-148439848571514/
about/?ref=page_internal 
(713) 826-4986

Oak Hill Bed & Breakfast 
oakhillbedandbreakfast.com 
(979) 324-4212

Old Oaks Ranch 
oldoaksranch.com 
(512) 507-1223

Peach Creek Ranch 
peachcreekranch.com 
(844) 933-4373

Pebble Creek Country Club 
pebblecreek.cc 
(979) 690-0996

Phillips Events Center 
phillipsevents.com 
(979) 776-0133

Rancho De Colores 
ranchodecolorestx.com 
(979) 229-5160

Royalty Pecan Farms 
royaltypecans.com 
(979) 272-3904

Square One Downtown  
Event Center and Loft 
squareonedowntownbryan.com 
(979) 704-6003

Texas Renaissance Festival 
texrenfest.com 
(800) 458-3435
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The Boathouse at Millican Reserve 
theboathouseatmillicanreserve.splashthat.com 
(936) 635-7911

The George Hotel 
thegeorgetexas.com 
(979) 575-5818

The Gin at Hidalgo Falls 
theginathidalgofalls.com 
(979) 530-6109

The Stella Hotel 
thestallahotel.com 
(979) 421-4000

The Veranda 
the-veranda.com 
(979) 731-8155

Traditions Club 
TraditionsClub.com 
(979) 779-1007

University Center & Special Events 
uc.tamu.edu 
(979) 845-8904

Wind Dancer Retreat 
winddancerretreat.com 
(979) 200-0089

Wings ‘N More Party Room 
wingsnmore.com 
(979) 680-1498

Videographers
Smart Video Services 
smartvideoservices.com 
(936) 661-6760

Water to Wine Productions 
watertowineproductions.com 
(972) 207-8217

List provided by the Bridal Association of the Brazos 
Valley. INSITE assumes no responsibility for errors or 
omissions. For membership information, visit ido-ido.org.

PHOTO BY DREAMY ELK PHOTOGRAPHY
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Premium Photo Booth

Mirror Booth

GIF Booth • 3D Booth

Slow Motion Booth

Weddings • Corporate

School Events

Holidays & More!

 2151 Harvey Mitchell Parkway S., Suite 303 | College Station, TX

OhSnapSelfie.com | info@ohsnapselfie.com | 832.607.4421

            @OhSnapSelfie

Pink Alliance
pinkalliance.org

Breast Cancer Support Group
A safe, inviting environment that allows

breast cancer patients to share feelings and
concerns, and receive emotional support

through small group discussion.

Meetings are FREE and open to all breast
cancer patients or survivors within the Brazos
Valley, regardless of where they are receiving

or received treatment.

No pre-registration is required.

For more info:

pinkalliancegroup@gmail.com

Patricia Gerling 979.224.3813

Doris Light 979.587.1342

SUPPORT GROUP
MEETING

MEETING DATES / TIMES

2nd & 4th Tuesday
of each month

6:30 - 8:00 pm

LOCATION

The Travis B. Bryan, Jr.
Community Room

The Bank & Trust

2900 South Texas Avenue in
Bryan

(Near Tejas Center)

PO Box 6373
Bryan, TX • 77805

pinkalliance.org
. . . Your advocate for breast

health and cancer support in
the Brazos Valley . . .

With a grateful heart, Pink Alliance gratefully  
          acknowledges its “bridal” community partner

for its continued financial support – as we continue 
our mission in serving as the Brazos Valley’s advocate 

for breast health and cancer support.

PO Box 6373
Bryan, TX 77805

pinkalliance.org
... Your advocate for breast health and 
cancer support in the Brazos Valley ...
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We are proud to announce that we have added the Solea 
dental laser to our practice. The Solea laser takes the drill, 
the needle, the noise and the pain out of dental visits. 

Our Practice is Now Offering 
RELIABLY ANESTHESIA-FREE 
AND PAIN-FREE PROCEDURES

THE SOLEA EXPERIENCE IS: 
• Virtually free of the needle and the sound of the drill

• Quick, easy, and done in a single visit

• Able to get you back to your day in minutes”

iloveSolea.com

The Clear Alternative to Braces ZoomI•

ilovesolea.com

SERVING YOUR
ENTIRE FAMILY!

979-693-6723
www.CashionDental.com

New Patients Welcome!

Digital Technology • Same Day Porcelain Crowns • Dental Implants • Laser Dentistry
Nitrous Oxide/Oral Sedation • Clear Braces • ZOOM Same Day Teeth Whitening



IF WALLS COULD TALK
Tales of Innovation and Renovation from the Cavitt House

By RACHEL KNIGHT

Built in the late 1870s, the Cavitt 
House is one of the oldest structures 

in Bryan College Station, according to 
Randy Haynes, senior city planner for 
the City of Bryan.

“The house was a style called 
Italianate,” Haynes says. “It was built 
at about the same time as Texas A&M 
[opened]. It’s one of the few buildings 
in Brazos County that is as old as the 
institution of A&M. There’s probably no 
building at A&M as old as this.”

William R. Cavitt married Mary 
Mitchell, a niece of Colonel Harvey 
Mitchell, commonly called the “Father of 
Brazos County.” Together, they had six 
children, two of which were twins. W.R. 
Cavitt built the two-story house with 
exposed brick, gingerbread trim, and 

three-inch-thick wood floors on a plot of 
land as old as the City of Bryan. The land’s 
records date back to when the county 
courthouse was in Boonville. According 
to Haynes, W.R. Cavitt owned all the land 
between his house and Villa Maria Road. 
The neighborhood surrounding the Cavitt 
House became known as Jackass Prairie 
because many of the homeowners were 
doctors and lawyers, Haynes says. 

The exterior walls of the Cavitt House 
are three layers of brick thick. If they 
could talk, each brick would have a story 
of its own about the fascinating people 
who have passed through the 140-year-
old home. 

W.R. Cavitt’s influence on the 
community includes roles in the 
development of Bryan and Texas A&M 

University. He was a lawyer; county 
attorney; rancher; oil leaser; director at 
Texas A&M, which is the equivalent of a 
regent today; an early investor in the City 
National Bank; and a true character. His 
family came to the Brazos Valley in 1836, 
the same year the Alamo fell, according to 
Haynes. “Cavitt was born up in Wheelock,” 
he says. “They were a fairly prominent 
family. They had some means. They owned 
some enslaved people.”

W.R. Cavitt’s interaction and play 
with slaves as a child likely played an 
influential role in a civil rights lawsuit 
that took place in Bryan long before 
civil rights suits were common, explains 
Haynes. Born enslaved to the Cavitts in 
Wheelock, Perry Cavitt likely played with 
W.R. Cavitt when they were children. As 

PRESENT DAY PHOTOS BY RACHEL KNIGHT
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a young man, while delivering melons in a horse-drawn wagon 
in Bryan, Perry and his friends stopped in front of the house of 
a white Bryan homeowner who started lipping and shooting at 
them, Haynes explains. The African American men fled leaving 
their horses and wagon behind, and returned armed with a gun. 
The homeowner started shooting again, but this time Perry 
shot back and hit the man. The man died from his wound five 
days later. Surprisingly given the period in history when this 
took place, Perry was able to stand trial without being lynched; 
however, at his trial, he was found guilty and sentenced to death. 
Perry hired an African American lawyer named Johnson, who 
argued Perry was not tried by a jury of his peers. “It went to 
the appellate court, and his argument did not prevail, but they 
commuted Cavitt’s sentence from death to life in prison,” Haynes 
says. “So, they sent him to Huntsville in the middle of the 1870s. 
Then in about 1905 or 1906, there was a new governor in Texas 
(who W.R. Cavitt apparently had some pull with) that commuted 
Perry Cavitt’s sentence, or pardoned him. He left Huntsville, 
came to Bryan, and immediately went to W.R. Cavitt’s house.” 

Though W.R. Cavitt cared enough about Perry to save him 
from life in prison, it is unclear whether or not W.R. Cavitt was a 
Ku Klux Klan member. In a newspaper article Haynes read from 
1913, W.R. Cavitt says he is not part of the Klan. After the last of 
the Cavitt children died and the house was sold, a trunk of robes 
was found in the Cavitt House attic with names of prominent 
community members sewn into them. One of the robes bears the 
name, “W.R. Cavitt.” This particular Klan robe can be seen at the 
Cushing Library at Texas A&M today.

Without W. R. Cavitt, there would likely not be a Cushing 
Library, much less Texas A&M. To save money, the Texas 

CAVITT HOUSE IN SNOW IN ABOUT 1920

FRED CAVITT, THE YOUNGEST SON AND AMATUER PHOTOGRAPHER WHO 
TOOK MANY OF THE PHOTOS OF THE CAVITT HOUSE WE HAVE TODAY

OUTDOOR PARTY ROOM
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government tried to close Texas A&M and give its funding to 
The University of Texas three times before World War I, Haynes 
explains. “Cavitt was one of the men that persuaded Sullivan Ross, 
after he left the governorship, to come and be the president of 
A&M,” Haynes says. A letter on governor stationary from Sul Ross 
to W.R. Cavitt says, “I’ve decided to accept the presidency of Texas 
A&M.” Once he was in Bryan College Station, Ross was credited 
with saving the university and likely dined at the Cavitt House.

In the 1920s, the Cavitts decided to modernize the home’s 
appearance. They added stucco to the exterior walls, took down 
much of the gingerbread trim, and tried to make the home 
appear more neoclassical, according to Haynes.

Eventually, the house was sold to another influential man 
with ties to Texas A&M, Peter McIntyre. “If you’ve ever heard of 
the Superconductor Super Collider ... he was the guy in charge of 
it,” says Haynes.

Paul and Dorothy Van Ripper bought the property from the 
McIntyres and lived there from the 1980s to the early 2000s. 
They fixed structural problems, replaced electrical wiring, got 
new heating and cooling systems, and restored the home to the 
style in which the Cavitts had renovated it in the 1920s. 

The Van Rippers have fascinating backgrounds of their own. 
“If nobody else but Paul Van Ripper lived there, it would still be 
a pretty cool place,” Haynes says. Paul was a political science 
professor at Texas A&M, and Dorothy was a groundbreaking 
English teacher and literature professor. President George H.W. 
Bush and Barbara Bush dined at the Cavitt House twice with the 
Van Rippers. 

Paul Van Ripper was the man in charge of renting French 
railroads from the French in World War II. “He was in charge of 
this Paris train station that all the railroads came into,” Haynes 
explains. “For every train where we sent guns or bombs or 

CAVITT HOUSE LIVING ROOM

FRONT DOOR KNOCKER

BOMBSHELTER/KITCHEN BASEMENT ADDED 
BY THE CAVITTS IN THE 1950S

W.R. CAVITT’S BOOKS

ORIGINAL RAILING ON 
SECOND STORY BALCONY
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At the Baylor Scott & White Clinics in the College Station Region, we are devoted to keeping you and 
your family healthy. Our primary care providers, along with specialists, labs and multiple other services, 
provide annual check-ups, routine exams, preventive screenings and treatment for a wide variety of 
illnesses and injuries. We accept most insurance plans, including Blue Cross Blue Shield of Texas.

Baylor Scott & White Clinic – College Station Arrington Road
Baylor Scott & White Clinic – Bryan Boonville
Baylor Scott & White Clinic – Bryan West Villa Maria Road
Baylor Scott & White Clinic – College Station Rock Prairie
Baylor Scott & White Clinic – College Station University Drive
Baylor Scott & White Clinic – Caldwell
Baylor Scott & White Convenient Care Clinic – College Station University Drive
Baylor Scott & White Clinic – Brenham
Baylor Scott & White Clinic – Hempstead

Our Team is on Your Side

Physicians are employees of Scott & White Clinic, an affiliate of Baylor Scott & White Health. ©2018 Baylor Scott & White Health.BSWBRENHAM_39_2017 SOM

Follow us on Twitter 
@BSWHealth_BCS 

BSWHealth.com/Locations
979.207.3300



whatever out to people, we had to pay the French people. If 
we were going to be in some office or palace for something, 
we paid rent. He was the guy who kept track of all that. … 
He literally dealt with Charles de Gaulle.”

The Cavitt House is now owned by Leo Gonzalez. He 
fell in love with the home as a child riding his bike to the 
mansion and peeking inside. 

Like the Van Rippers, Gonzalez purchased the home when 
it was in need of repair. The front left corner of the house had 
started to crumble. Gonzalez worked with a mason to fix the 
problem, although they ran into some issues at first.

The mason told Gonzalez to get some bricks so he could 
fix the corner. Gonzalez purchased a load of modern bricks 
from Lowe’s only to find they were too small. “There’s no 
way we can use these to fix this,” Gonzalez explains. “I 
don’t know what I’m going to do.” Luckily, Dr. Van Ripper 
had brought bricks from Ursuline Convent (which was 
built with bricks similar to those used in the Cavitt House) 
to the Cavitt property when the convent was torn down. 
The bricks were still sitting on the Cavitt property when 
the corner crumbled. The convent bricks were the perfect 
size, and the brick mason was able to repair the corner, 
according to Gonzalez.

While Gonzalez and the brick mason were working on 
the corner of the Cavitt House, Haynes paid them a visit. 
“Randy [gave] me the most beautiful watercolor painting 
of the house,” he says. Haynes had recovered the painting 
from the Cavitt House attic and said he would eventually 
give it to the home’s new owner. 

The Gonzalez family lived in the Cavitt House for two 
years. They only moved back to their previous residence, 
an eight-bedroom, seven-bathroom house, because it had 
not sold. For now, the Cavitt house is rented by a family that 
fills the home with six kids, two of whom are twins just like 
the Cavitts.

The Cavitt House has served as a home to many. 
Renovations since the Cavitts lived there have restored 
the home rather than modernize it. The importance of the 
Cavitt House to the Brazos Valley lies in the history that 
has passed through it.

“This is one of those things that make the community 
extremely different,” Haynes says.  “Never mind the fact 
that this is, if not the oldest, one of the oldest in town. … 
It’s not only significant because of its age, structure type, 
and style, but a combination of all those things. It is really, 
really important. It’s what makes Bryan, Bryan.” i

A House of Characters, Collectors, and Influential People

There are too many stories and artifacts from the Cavitt House to count, much 
less retell in a few short pages. Haynes and Gonzalez generously share some 
of their favorite stories and facts with INSITE below. More information about 
the Cavitts and the Cavitt House can be found at the Carnegie History Center in 
Downtown Bryan and at Cushing Library at Texas A&M.

• Unique items found on the Cavitt property include a tombstone that was 
 stolen by Texas A&M fraternity boys (and eventually returned), a 36 caliber 
 Civil War era Remington revolver, and a diary listing all the boys from Texas 
 A&M who gave one of the Cavitt daughters a ride in their car.

• One of the Cavitt sisters owned two pet bears. One is buried in the 
 backyard. The other was sold to a man in Dallas. When the second bear 
 was in the freight office in Downtown Bryan, it got out of its crate around 
 midnight. Miss Cavitt had to go to the train station in her nightgown to lead 
 the bear back into its crate. 

• Fred Cavitt, W.R. Cavitt’s youngest son, was a photographer. Thanks to his  
 work, we have pictures of historical landmarks like the Cavitt House. There  
 is a darkroom for developing film in the Cavitt House attic.

• During the time the Cavitt family lived in the house, they had one of only 
 two tennis courts in town. The local newspaper would post tournament 
 dates, standings, and locations of matches. The Cavitt tennis court is long 
 gone, but the Gonzalez’ built a sand volleyball court in the backyard.

• Before roads existed in Bryan, the city had a master plan of where roads  
 would go. However, many residents didn’t realize the roads would cut  
 through their property because the original landowners had died before  
 roads were built. One instance included Haswell street, which cut  
 through the Cavitt property and blocked the way for Miss Cavitt to get  
 to the tennis courts. There was a big land dispute up to and including the  
 moment when Miss Cavitt pulled a gun on a worker, telling them to, “Get  
 the hell off of my land.” The road was eventually put in despite Miss  
 Cavitt’s threat.

• The Cavitts built an elaborate garden in their backyard for garden parties  
 resplendent with rugs, stone arches, and an assortment of ornamental plants.

• Four streets in Bryan are named after the Cavitt family: Cavitt Avenue, Twin 
 Boulevard, Esther Street, and Ethel Street.

• The only death by cannon fire in Bryan was witnessed by Charlie Jenkins, 
 a guest at the Cavitt House. A few blocks from the house, two cannons  
 were brought to Bryan from Texas A&M to celebrate the election of Grover 
 Cleveland. The celebration was cut short when a man loading the cannon 
 blew off his arm.

• The Cavitt house was in the family almost exactly 100 years. When the last 
 two Cavitt sisters died, the property was subdivided into three parts, the lot 
 the Cavitt House sits on, a lot that is now home to a Victorian home moved 
 here in 1984, and the land that is now Heritage Park.

• Five families have owned the Cavitt House. Three of the owners have been  
 lawyers. The other two were professors with doctorate degrees.

BACK OF THE CAVITT HOUSE TODAY
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Dreaming of a New Home?

October 20th & 21st 

Saturday 10am -5pm
Sunday 12pm – 5pm

We expect more than 40 new construction homes to be entered into 
the Parade. Detailed information on the homes will be available on

www.gbvbuilders.org beginning Thursday, October 18th

and published in Brazos Valley Insite Magazine
and digital issue as well.

Bryan-College Station Home Builders Association
dba Greater Brazos Valley Builders Association



FALL HOME TRENDS
Tips from Local Interior Designers

By UNIQUA WILLIAMS

As fall quickly approaches and you 
prepare for weather changes and 

football season, you want to be sure 
your home is up-to-date with the latest 
interior trends. 

Restyling your home may seem like 
a daunting and expensive task, but with 
the right assistance you can be satisfied 
with your new look. Home interior 
designers from Holley’s Window Fashions 
& Interiors, DSI Interior Designs, and 
Jancy Ervin Interiors offer ways for you to 
spruce things up this fall!
Changing for the Season
The leaves are starting to fall and the 
weather is changing, so it’s okay for your 
house to undergo some changes, too! One 
of the most important factors to remember 
in fall decorating is having a warm, inviting 
home for guests who may be coming for 
football season or upcoming holidays.  

“As people prepare for guests to come 
they need to make sure their guest rooms 
are ready,” says Barbara Holley from 
Holley’s Window Fashions & Interiors. She 
also stresses the first thing a guest sees 
when walking into a home. “I just want to 
remind people of how important it is to 
have an inviting entryway into their home.”

While guest rooms and entryways are 
a great place to start, it’s not the only part 
of the house that may need attention. Both 
Desiree Engram from DSI Interior Designs, 
and Jancy Ervin agree that bathrooms 
and kitchens are just as important. 

Additionally, as the temperatures start to 
drop, don’t forget about outdoor spaces!

“People are wanting to go outside, 
and one thing that would make outdoor 
entertaining more comfortable is screen 
shades that you can raise and lower,” says 
Holley. “It can change the temperature by 
up to 20 percent.”

While updating your guest rooms and 
other elements of your home, consider 
what colors are best fitting for you this 
season. If you want to stay trendy, all 
three interior design experts agree 
that warm colors, greys, and whites are 
what’s currently hot. When in doubt, it’s 
always best to stick with something that 
translates well year-round.

“I think you need to embrace the trends 
only when you’re decorating with your 
finished items and wall colors,” says Ervin. 
“I think if you stick with the timeless and 
classic elements on things that will be 
staying permanently in your home you 
will be happier in the long run.” 
When to Call a Professional
Some people are better with their hands 
than others and may have the capabilities 
of doing a lot of their own home interior 
updates themselves, but when should you 
call a professional? 

“As far as arrangement goes, especially 
if you’re doing a new remodel or a new 
house, then you should definitely call 
someone,” says Engram. “It’s really 
inexpensive to call a decorator or designer 

and it’s really worth it in the long run. 
Once you get into really ripping stuff out, 
unless you’re really handy, I would say call 
a professional because you’re just going to 
end up spending twice as much money if it 
gets messed up.”

It’s always better to be safe than sorry, 
especially when it comes to the look of 
your home. There are many things that 
might be beyond your expertise and these 
are the jobs decorators are here for. 

“One thing that you do need a 
professional for is upholstery, and most 
window treatments require a specialist,” 
says Holley.

However, there are also things within 
your home that you may be able to change 
on your own, no expert necessary. 

“A lot of people like found objects, 
instead of going down to the local 
department store and buying cabinets,” 
says Engram. “They want something 
unique and interesting and that can 
always be done by themselves.” 

Of course, it all depends on how 
comfortable and confident a person is in 
their work. “If you can sew then get that 
fabric and make those throw pillows,” 
says Ervin.
No matter what you decide, make your 
home a reflection of yourself, whether that 
is through following the trends or adding 
in new, timeless elements. Don’t be afraid 
to call a professional for help or to change 
things up this fall! i

PHOTO COURTESY OF JANCY ERVIN INTERIORS
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UNLOCKING A TREASURE
Benefits to Making a Keyhole Garden

By SKYE LOVELADY

Gardening over the years has evolved 
immensely due to the increase of 

technology and demand of resources. 
Ranging from agricultural fields to 
rooftop raised-bed gardens, gardens 
continue to change to ensure efficiency 
and quality products. One garden rising 
in popularity is the keyhole garden. 

Bob Knight, a retired Texas A&M 
University professor for the health and 
physical department, now called the 
department of health & kinesiology, is re-
shaping gardening as we know it. Knight 
has always been interested in gardening, 
but discovered the keyhole garden idea 
from an article he read by Deb Tolman. He 
liked it so much he decided to bring the 
popular African gardening technique to the 
Brazos Valley. He started his own keyhole 
garden six years ago, and developed Bob’s 
Home Grown Tomatoes four years ago.

A keyhole garden is an above-ground, 
three-foot brick or stone garden with a 
small inlet leading to the middle of the 
garden, hence the keyhole part of its name. 
This unique design allows the gardener to 
access every part of the garden without 
straining to bend over or reach across. The 
appeal of the keyhole garden is that anyone 
can do it, particularly senior citizens who 
can’t bend over or squat down as easily, 
Knight says. 

Knight started his own garden because 
he wanted to provide for his family. “You 

can develop successful crops much more 
easily with [the keyhole garden] without 
being an expert, and that’s what excited 
me or prompted me to continue in that,” 
Knight explains. 

After two years of successful 
gardening, Knight decided to venture 
out and start selling his produce, 
specifically his tomatoes. His tomatoes 
became a big hit and he is currently 
selling to restaurants in the Brazos 
Valley area. 

One appealing factor of Knight’s 
tomatoes is that they are organic. 
“Everybody is keying in on that [growing 
organically]. My stuff is organic but it’s 
not because I’m thinking, ‘This has to 
be organic.’ It’s just that I use natural 
materials,” Knight says. Not only is the 
produce organic, but the fertilizer is as 
well. The earthworms that make their 
home inside the soil leave their waste, or 
“black gold” as Knight calls it, to work as a 
natural fertilizer for the garden. 

Knight says with possible food 
commodities decreasing and vegetables 
becoming costly, starting a keyhole 
garden is resourceful and self-sufficient. 
“It is a unique way for a small family 
to grow enough food to nourish their 
family, and they can do that without 
spending a lot a money because when 
you salvage your materials, that doesn’t 
cost you anything.” i

Make Your Own Keyhole Garden
1. Gather Materials
Knight says to use recycled materials for your 
keyhole garden. He suggests getting your 
brick/stone from construction sites by talking 
to the builders ahead of time. Then collect 
newspapers, phone books, cardboard, leaves, 
and grass clippings, for these decompose 
easily and attract earthworms. Next, he says 
to gather other natural fertilizers to mix with 
the soil. 

2. Build
When building your garden, start with a small 
circle with an inlet in it. Your circle should 
be six feet in circumference. Next, lay all 
your cardboard and other decomposable 
materials at the bottom. At the bottom of 
the inlet, place a basket that can be used as 
a compost deposit. Then fill the rest of the 
garden with your soil and fertilizer.

3. Grow
Use normal watering procedures for the type 
of plants you want, and maintain the garden 
from bugs, birds, and weeds. Follow these 
steps and you will have a successful keyhole 
garden in no time!
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Go from an
Enclosed Living 
Space to a Fully 
Screened Porch
in   SECONDS!

Get a Weathermaster Window System Exclusively from

SAVE
NOW!979-229-8036

• 75% Air Flow
• Custom Made to Fit Your Openings
• Close Out the Wind & Rain
• Lifetime Warranty

www.sunspacetexas.com

Convert Your 
Open Patio Into

Year-Round 
Living Space

EACH UNIT
IS A SCREEN 

AND WINDOW 
SYSTEM IN ONE!

We Offer:
Porch Enclosures • Screen Rooms

Outdoor Living Areas
Aluminum Decking

Acrylic Roof & Pergola Covers

Multiple Outdoor Living Solutions Available

Acrylic Patio Pergola Roof System

Multiple Sunroom Solutions Available

OLD PATIO

CONVERTED PATIO



FALL ARTS PLANNER
The Ultimate Guide to Live Performances in the Brazos Valley

Compiled by FARRIN VELASCO

BLINN COLLEGE 
DISTRICT VISUAL & 
PERFORMING ARTS
Performing Arts Series at the 
O’Donnell PAC Auditorium
(979) 830-4024
blinn.edu/boxoffice
O’Donnell PAC Auditorium, 600 Blinn 
Boulevard, Brenham

Yesterday And Today: The Interactive 
Beatles Experience
Performing Arts Series
October 28, 4 p.m. 

A Christmas Carol 
Performing Arts Series
December 2, 4 p.m. 

Second City: Made in America (Some 
Assembly Required) 
Performing Arts Series
February 24, 2019, 4 p.m.

The Doo Wop Project 
Performing Arts Series
March 31, 2019, 4 p.m. 

Brenham Campus 
(979) 830-4024
blinn.edu/boxoffice
O’Donnell PAC Auditorium, 600 Blinn 
Boulevard, Brenham

The Island of Dr. Moreau
October 11-13, 7 p.m.
October 14, 2 p.m.

Slaphappy 
An improv comedy show presented 
by the Blinn College Chapters of Delta 
Psi Omega and the U.S. Institute for 
Theatre Technology
October 18, 7 p.m.
March 28, 2019, 7 p.m.

Jack and the Beanstalk 
November 15-17, 7 p.m.
November 18, 2 p.m.

Peter and Alice 
February 14-16, 2019, 7 p.m.
February 17, 2019, 2 p.m.

10-Minute Blinn College Play Festival 
A production of short, 10-minute 
plays featuring Blinn College theatre 
students and local high school 
students.
April 4-6, 2019, 7 p.m.
April 7, 2019, 2 p.m. 

Bryan Campus 
(979) 209-8100
blinn.edu/boxoffice
Blinn Bryan Student Center  
Theatre, Building F-120,  
2423 Blinn Boulevard, Bryan 

London Wall
November 2-3 and 7-8, 7:30 p.m.
November 4, 2 p.m.

I and You 
April 5-6 and 10-11, 2019, 7:30 p.m.
April 7, 2019, 2 p.m. 

BRAZOS VALLEY 
CHORALE
Something Old, Something New, 
Something Borrowed, and  
Something Red, White, and 
Bluegrass
(979) 476-8199
bvchorale.org

Motets, Madrigals, & Masses
October 13, 7 p.m. 
First Presbyterian Church, 1100 
Carter Creek Parkway, Bryan

Songs from The Great War 
November 11, 2 p.m.
Veterans Park Pavilion, 3101 Harvey 
Road, College Station

‘Tis the Season to Be Jolly!
December 10, 7 p.m. 
Bryan ISD Performing Arts Center, 
800 S. Coulter, Bryan

New Things
February 24, 2019, 4 p.m.
A&M United Methodist Church, 417 
University Drive, College Station

Mozart Requiem
March 24, 2019, 5 p.m. 
Rudder Auditorium, Texas A&M 
University 

Banjos, BBQ, & Bluegrass
May 5, 2019, 6 p.m.
Hildebrand Equine Center 

BRAZOS VALLEY 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Season 37: New Heights
(979) 696-6100
bvso.org

Canadian Brass
The program for this season opener 
will include a full range of music, 
from Bach to Gershwin, plus special 
arrangements created just for the 
Canadian Brass.
October 14
Rudder Auditorium, Texas A&M University 

Fei-Fei Returns 
 – Beethoven Symphony No. 7, Op.  

 92, A major
 – Rachmanioff Piano Concerto No.  

 2, Op. 18, C minor 
 – Featuring Fei-Fei, Pianist and  

 Cilburn Finalist
November 4
Rudder Theatre, Texas A&M University

The Holiday Pops Concert 
 – Selections for Brass, Organ, and Choir
 – Christ United Methodist Church  

 Sanctuary Choir & Canticle  
 Ringers, College Station High  
 School Varsity Women’s Choir,  
 Brenham Children’s Chorus,  
 James Faith – Organist

December 9
Christ United Methodist Church, 
College Station

COURTESY OF BLINN COLLEGE BRAZOS VALLEY CHORALE
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BOONVILLE DAYS 

www.brazosvalleymuseum.org 



From Classics to Jazz
An evening of classics and jazz, as 
Rob Clearfield and his ensemble take 
the stage with the BVSO.

 – Featuring Rob Clearfield, piano
February 10 2019,
Rudder Theatre, Texas A&M University 

Mozart for March 
Double your Mozart pleasure this 
March as Music Director Marcelo 
Bussiki and the BVSO take on two 
stunning works from the beloved 
composer.

 – Mozart Oboe Concerto, K. 314, C  
 major

 – Mozart Requiem, K. 626, D minor
 – Featuring Brazos Valley Chorale

March 24 2019,
Rudder Auditorium, Texas A&M 
University

Season Finale 
An unforgettable evening with Tony 
Award-winner and Hamilton actor 
Leslie Odom, Jr.!
April 28 2019,
Rudder Auditorium, Texas A&M 
University 

CONCERTS ON CARTER 
CREEK
Season 36
(979) 823-8073
fpcbryan.org/concerts-on-carter-creek
First Presbyterian Church, 1100 
Carter Creek Parkway, Bryan

Tao Lin
November 18, 5 p.m.

Houston Chamber Ringers
December 2, 5 p.m.

Fandango!
January 20, 2019, 5 p.m.

Dover Quartet
April 8, 2019, 7 p.m.

FRIENDS OF CHAMBER 
MUSIC 
Season 23
communitychamberconcerts.org

WindSync Wind Quintet 
In its ninth season, WindSync builds 
highly thematic programs that 
feature landmark quintets, new 
works by American composers, and 
premiere arrangements of standard 
repertoire with the goal of increasing 
accessibility and cultural significance 
of wind chamber music.
September 21
A&M United Methodist Church, 
College Station

Bach Society Houston
October 26
A&M United Methodist Church, 
College Station 

American Brass Quintet 
The American Brass Quintet is 
internationally recognized as one 
of the premier chamber music 
ensembles of our time, celebrated  
for peerless leadership in the  
brass world.
November 27
First Presbyterian Church, Bryan 

Schumann String Quartet 
The Schumann Quartet was accorded 
the 2016 Newcomer Award at BBC 
Music Magazine Awards in London 
for its previous CD Mozart Ives 
Verdi. The three brothers Mark, 
Erik, and Ken Schumann have been 
playing together since their earliest 
childhood. In 2012, they were joined 

LESLIE ODOM JR.

FEI-FEI

FANDANGO!
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INFANTS   •   TODDLERS   •   PRESCHOOL   •   PRE-K   •  BEFORE & AFTER CARE   •   CAMP

Kiddie Academy is the place where “wonder, 
why and what if ” are nurtured in your child. 
Where imagination meets inspiration as your 
child begins their academic journey. Amazing 
starts here with our Life Essentials® philosophy, 
providing every child with the teachers, tools 
and inspiration they need to prepare for 
school and for life.

We empower exploration and 
adventures with: 
•  activities that engage your child’s 
   interest and abilities
•  nutritious meals in family style 
   dining
•  focus on kindergarten readiness for 
   our preschool and pre-k students

We offer you peace of mind 
with secure webcams and 
our AcademyLink™ parent 
communication portal.

FREE REGISTRATION!
At Bryan, TX location. New customers 

only. Not redeemable for cash. One offer 
per child. Call academy for details. 

confidence • character • creativity
curiosity • compassion • and more...

PRE-ENROLLING SOON AT

Kiddie Academy® of College Station
4516 Mills Park Circle 
College Station, TX 77845 
979-690-5771
kiddieacademy.com/college-station

Kiddie Academy® of Bryan
3760 Copperfield Drive 
Bryan, TX 77802 
979-776-5771
kiddieacademy.com/bryan

NOW ENROLLING AT



by violist Liisa Randalu. 
January 29, 2019
A&M United Methodist Church, 
College Station 

Mark Husey, Organ 
Award-winning and critically 
acclaimed American organist Mark 
Husey is in his second season as 
Principal Organist at the Church of 
the Blessed Sacrament in Hollywood.
February 19, 2019 
A&M United Methodist Church, 
College Station 

Dover String Quartet 
Considered one of the most 
remarkably talented young string 
quartets ever to emerge at such a 
young age, the Dover Quartet was 
the Grand Prize-winner of the 2010 
Fischoff Competition.
April 8, 2019 
First Presbyterian Church, Bryan 

MSC OPAS
Season 46: Raise Your Voice
(979) 845-1661
mscopas.org

Ann Cobb Wyatt Main Stage
The Choir of Man
October 2-3, 7:30 p.m.
Rudder Auditorium, Texas A&M 
University

The Sound of Music 
November 6-7, 7:30 p.m.
Rudder Auditorium, Texas A&M 
University

Celtic Woman: The Best of Christmas
December 3-4, 7:30 p.m.
Rudder Auditorium, Texas A&M 
University

Rodgers & Hammerstein’s  
The King and I 
February 5-6, 2019, 7:30 p.m. 
Rudder Auditorium, Texas A&M 
University 

Something Rotten!
February 23, 2019, 7:30 p.m.
February 24, 2019, 3 p.m.
Rudder Auditorium, Texas A&M 
University

Finding Neverland
April 10-11, 2019, 7:30 p.m.
Rudder Auditorium, Texas A&M 
University 

Intimate Gatherings
The Capitol Steps
October 11, 7:30 p.m.
Rudder Theatre, Texas A&M University 

Steel Magnolias 
October 24, 7:30 p.m. 
Rudder Theatre, Texas A&M University

Frankenstein
February 26, 2019, 7:30 p.m.
Rudder Theatre, Texas A&M University 

Red Hot Chilli Pipers 
March 19, 2019, 7:30 p.m. 
Rudder Theatre, Texas A&M University 

Lonesome Traveler: The Concert 
April 4, 2019, 7:30 p.m.
Rudder Theatre, Texas A&M University

Special Events
Soweto Gospel Choir 
October 30, 7:30 p.m.
Rudder Auditorium, Texas A&M 
University

ERTH’s Prehistoric Aquarium Adventure
November 30, 6:30 p.m.
Rudder Auditorium, Texas A&M 
University

Boston Pops 
March 22, 2019, 7:30 p.m.
Rudder Auditorium, Texas A&M 
University

NAVASOTA THEATRE 
ALLIANCE
(936) 825-4276
pwfaa.org

Southern Fried Murder
September 28-29, 7 p.m.

September 30, 2 p.m.
October 5-6, 7 p.m.
October 7, 2 p.m.
October 11, 7 p.m.
October 12, 7 p.m.
October 13, 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
October 14, 2 p.m.

Laterns & Legends:  
Monuments and Mysteries 
October 25-27, 6:30 p.m., 6:45 p.m., 7 
p.m., 7:15 p.m., 7:30 p.m., 7:45 p.m.
All performances will be held at 
Oakland Cemetery in Navasota. 
There will be one indoor performance 
held on October 28 at 2 p.m.

A Christmas Carol 
Performances will be held on 
Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, 
and Sundays from December 6 
to December 16. Thursday and 
Friday performances will begin at 
7 p.m. Saturday performances will 
begin at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Sunday 
performances will begin at 2 p.m.

PINEY WOODS FINE 
ARTS ASSOCIATION
(936) 544-4276
pwfaa.org

Signature Series
Chicks with Hits – Pam Tillis, Suzy 
Boggess, and Terri Clark
September 28, 7:30 p.m.
Crockett Civic Center

OktoberFest! With Brave Combo 
October 6, 7 p.m.
Houston County Airport

SOMETHING ROTTEN! PHOTO COURTESY OF MSC OPAS ROGER & HAMMERSTEIN’S THE KING & I; PHOTO COURTESY OF MSC OPAS

RUSSIAN NATIONAL BALLET – CINDERELLA 
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NOW OPEN!  Visit Us TODAY!

Imagine Exceptional Senior Living!

Parc at Traditions
3095 Club Drive  |  Bryan, Texas  77807

979.213.4200

INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

Imagine waking each morning to friendly faces and graceful surroundings.

Imagine an appealing selection of thoughtfully-appointed apartment homes 
conveniently located in the heart of the Traditions community.

Imagine a full-service lifestyle with no large entry fee.

Imagine uncompromising hospitality and dedicated service.

Imagine an engaging life of stylish comfort.

Imagine Parc at Traditions!

Learn more and connect with us at: 
www.parcattraditions.com



The Texas Tenors – Deep in the Heart 
of Christmas
December 18, 7:30 p.m.
Crockett Civic Center

William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night
January 27, 2019, 3 p.m.
Crockett Civic Center

Russian National Ballet – Cinderella 
February 17, 2019, 3 p.m.
Crockett Civic Center

Blood, Sweat & Tears
March 9, 2019, 7:30 p.m.
Crockett Civic Center

Special Events
Tony Orlando
November 10, 7:30 p.m.
Crockett Civic Center

Lee Ann Womack
April 6, 2019, 7:30 p.m.
Crockett Civic Center

ROUND TOP FESTIVAL 
INSTITUTE 
(979) 249-3129
festivalhill.org
All concerts will be held at the Festival 
Concert Hall.

Chamber Music Trio
August 18, 3 p.m.

Moores School Concert Chorale
October 13, 3 p.m.

Houston Chamber Ringers
November 17, 3 p.m.

The Nutcracker Ballet
December 8, 4 p.m.

Texas Guitar Quartet
January 12, 2019, 3 p.m.

Valentine’s Concert with  
Dick Smith & Friends
February 9, 2019, 2 p.m.

James Dick, Piano Recital
March 9, 2019, 3 p.m.

Split Second Piano Duo
April 27, 2019, 3 p.m.

STAGECENTER 
COMMUNITY THEATRE
(979) 823-4297
stagecenter.net
Performances are Thursdays, Fridays, 
and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m.

Harvey 
October 4-20

Arcadia
November 29 – December 15

Dinner with Friends 
February 7-23, 2019

Murdered to Death
April 4-20, 2019

Butterflies Are Free
May 30, 2019 – June 15, 2019

Caught in the Villain’s Web
July 25, 2019 – August 10, 2019 

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF 
PERFORMANCE STUDIES
(979) 845-3355
tx.ag/GuitarSymposium

Guitar Symposium and Competition
St. Thomas Episcopal Church

 – Sept. 28, 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.
 – Sept. 29, 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Rudder Theatre 
 – Sept. 30, 5 p.m.

THE THEATRE COMPANY 
OF BRYAN COLLEGE 
STATION
Season 31: Dream On!
(979) 779-1302
theatrecompany.com
Performances are held Fridays and 
Saturdays at 7 p.m., and Saturdays 
and Sundays at 2 p.m.

Anything Goes 
October 5-14

Rocky Horror Picture Show
October 26-28

Seussical 
November 30 – December 16

My Fair Lady
February 22, 2019 – March 3, 2019

Joseph and the Amazing  
Technicolor Dreamcoat
April 19, 2019 – May 5, 2019

Sunday in the Park with George 
June 21-30. 2019

Mamma Mia!
August 2-18 2019 

UNITY THEATRE BRENHAM 
(979) 830-8358
unitybrenham.org

Main Stage
All performances are held Thursdays 
at 7:30 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays 
at 8 p.m., and Sundays at 4 p.m.

The Savannah Sipping Society 
September 27 – October 14

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
January 31, 2019 – February 17, 2019

And Then There Were None
March 28, 2019 – April 14, 2019

Brighton Beach Memoirs
June 13-30, 2019

Studio Series
All performances are held Thursdays 
at 7:30 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays 
at 8 p.m., and Sundays at 4 p.m.

Amelia
November 1-11

Breadcrumbs
May 9-19, 2019

Family Shows
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
November 28-30, 7 p.m.
December 1, 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
December 2, 4 p.m.

A Pocketful of Rhymes 
July 25-26, 2019, 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.
July 27-28, 2019, 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. i

MOORES SCHOOL OF MUSIC CONCERT CHORALE PHOTO COURTESY OF BRENHAM PORTRAIT GALLERY

THE DESK SET; PHOTO COURTESY OF ALAN BRYANT
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Re-Imagine Your Bathroom With

CALL                   TODAY!

(979) 412-9381

QUICK & AFFORDABLE SOLUTIONS
• Custom Bathroom Remodels
• Tub to Shower Conversions
• Grout Free Natural Stone
• Walk-In Tubs
• No Subcontractors

Your Full-Service Bathroom Remodeling Experts 

FINANCING OPTIONS AVAILABLE (OAC*)

RMP#18299

www.rebath.com/location/collegestation
FREE

IN-HOME DESIGN 
CONSULTATION

$1,000 OFF*
FULL BATHROOM REMODEL

$500 OFF*
ANY BATHTUB OR 

SHOWER REMODEL
*Not Valid With Any Other Offers. Coupons Can Not Be Combined. Offers Valid Through Oct. 15, 2018

Hurry To 
Schedule 

Your Bathroom 
Remodel 

Before the 
Holidays!



BRAZOS READS
The Law of Prosperity

By SHELBI LEMEILLEUR

The Oracle: Universal Law of Prosperity; By Aaron Brown
Follow God and lead a blessed life; turn from Him and curses 
abound. This is the overarching principle behind The Oracle: 
Universal Law of Prosperity by Aaron Brown, owner of Sweet 
Eugene’s in College Station. Brown uses his faith to dive into the 
Oracle, which he defines as: “The bold prophesy proclaiming 
prosperity to anyone who fears the Lord God.”

Each easy, consumable chapter focuses on one aspect of the 
Oracle of scripture. Brown begins the chapter with a verse or 
set of verses, then explains why it is important to live your life 
according to a specific principle, ending with points to ponder. 
The Oracle’s foundation relies on a few important ideas: The 
Oracle is timeless, the Oracle is universal, the Bible is inerrant 
and inspired by God, and the Oracle is reliable. Throughout 
its pages, Brown argues why a fear of the Lord leads to a 
prosperous life, and why rejecting Him brings curses upon 
your life.

The Oracle is available in paperback at Sweet Eugene’s or 
online through WestBow Press and on Amazon. i
Are you a local author? Would you like your book to be featured in 
INSITE Magazine? Email shelbi@insitebrazosvalley.com for 
more information.
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Exclusive Multi-Course Wine & Steak Pairing 
Dinner at Madden’s! Limited Seating.

Texas Reds Unwind & Dine

Plus FRIDAY NIGHT KICKOFF CONCERT
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CITY OF BRYAN
The Good Life, Texas Style.TM
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FALL IN LOVE WITH 
YOUR NEW SHOWER

ACMEGLASS.COM
810 S WASHINGTON AVE

979.822.5871

Make your dream 
bathroom a reality this 
season with custom 
shower and tub enclosures.

ACME Glass
Products & Services · Since 1946



SAVE THE DATE!
BVEDC’s Brazos Valley Business Forum

Compiled by INSITE STAFF

Community and business growth 
typically go hand in hand. For 

one to be successful, the other must 
follow. The Brazos Valley Economic 
Development Corporation, a public-
private economic development 
corporation serving the Brazos Valley, 
is dedicated to launching, growing, and 
locating businesses in the area.  

To better serve the community, BVEDC 
is hosting the Brazos Valley Business 
Forum on Sept. 27 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Doug Pitcock ’49 Texas A&M Hotel and 
Conference Center across from Kyle Field. 
The event for the professional and business 
community alike will engage all who attend 
and provide educational tools to help 
businesses improve the Brazos Valley. 

The Brazos Valley Business Forum was 
inspired by the Governor’s Small Business 
Forum held at the Stella Hotel in Bryan 
last year, according to Audrey Schroyer, 
the marketing and engagement manager 
at BVEDC. “[The Governor’s Small 
Business Forum] was so well received 
by the community that we decided we 
wanted to make this an annual event, 
however because there are so many 
communities within the state of Texas, the 
Governor’s office has to spread the love 
a little bit,” she explains. This means the 

Governor’s office cannot host a business 
forum in Bryan College Station annually, 
so BVEDC decided to create an annual 
business forum for the Brazos Valley.

Attendees can expect dynamic 
presentations and discussions on a wide 
range of topics to engage them and the 
business community as a whole. There will 
be plenty of networking opportunities to 
create and strengthen working relationships 
through the forum’s theme, ENGAGE! 

“We are really trying to maximize the 
network as a strength in this geographic 
region,” Schroyer shares. “The way that 
this forum is structured, you’re going to 
be moving the whole day.”

Schroyer says she is looking forward to 
the progressive lunch portion of the event. 
At the conclusion of each course, a bell 
will ring signaling everyone to get up and 
move to a different table with a different 
group of people, thus maximizing the 
opportunity to engage with others and 
network, even during the lunch break.

The forum’s keynote speaker is Dr. Rick 
Rigsby, a former Texas A&M University 
professor and best-selling author. Rigsby 
is known for his motivating and inspiring 
speeches he gives around the world. 
“He was the life skills coordinator and 
chaplain for the football team at A&M,” 

Schroyer explains. “Coach [R.C.] Slocum 
kind of brought him into the team’s fold, 
and he has inspired so many of the Aggie 
football players and other people here in 
the community.”

“We are delighted to host this year’s 
business forum, called ENGAGE!” 
says BVEDC President and CEO Matt 
Prochaska. “This is one of those not-
to-miss events in the Brazos Valley for 
business professionals and business 
owners alike. There is something for 
everyone. Dr. Rick Rigsby will inspire 
and challenge all of us with his keynote 
address. As one of the first events in the 
new Texas A&M Hotel and Conference 
Center, it will also be a great opportunity 
to check out the venue and network. The 
launch of the new local Economic Index 
published by PERC represents just one 
more value-add for the day’s events.”

Registration, ticket, and sponsor 
information are available at 
brazosvalleyedc.org. Tickets are $125 
per person and include lunch.

“This really is going to be a practical 
event,” Schroyer says. “People will walk 
away with new ideas, tools, contacts, and 
inspiration to make themselves and their 
organizations better no matter where they 
are in their organizational structure.” i
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Aggie
Owned &
Operated

New Hwy 30 Location

NOW OPEN

WE SUPPORT OUR TROOPS!

NOW OFFERING 
SUMMER SPECIAL!

“Always Faster & CheaperGUARANTEED!”

At Brazos Moving & Storage: Excellent Customer Care & Satisfaction is Our Primary Goal. We make it 
our top priority to deliver efficient worry free moving & storage services at very affordable prices. 

Each moving & storage decision is planned and coordinated according to each individual’s needs.

HW
Y 

30

HWY 30

HWY 158

HWY 6

Full Service Moving & Storage • Full Service Packing
Climate & Non-Climate Controlled Storage Units
RV Boat Storage • Discount Boxes & Supplies
Free On-Site Estimates • Guaranteed Pick Up 

& Delivery Dates • Licensed & Insured
Budget Truck Rentals

10099 State Hwy 30 • College Station, TX 77845
Fax: 979-776-1818  Email: info@brazosmovingandstorage.com

Local & Long Distance

TXDOT 006411408C
USDOT 1845240
MC 668387

FREE ONLINE QUOTES @
WWW.BRAZOSMOVINGANDSTORAGE.COM
Call Now For Our Grand Opening Special! 

979-776-1800



REDS, WHITES, AND BEER
12th Annual Texas Reds Steak & Grape Festival

By SKYE LOVELADY

The Texas Reds Steak and Grape 
Festival is an event that combines 

the very best of Texas wines, Texas 
beers, and Texas beef. The 12th annual 
festival takes place in Downtown  
Bryan Sept. 28-30 and brings the very 
best “reds” of food and drinks to the 
Brazos Valley. 

Texas Reds was originally started 
by the City of Bryan as a part of their 
revitalization project, says Katelyn Brown, 
events coordinator for the Downtown 
Bryan Association. The DBA took over 
running the festival four years ago.

The festival kicks off on Friday with 
a concert by Wynonna & The Big Noise 
at 9:30 p.m. Saturday, guests have the 
chance to participate in a variety of 
activities, and on Sunday, Downtown 

Bryan shops open their doors for visitors 
to shop their hearts out. Also on Sunday 
is the Steak and Egg Brunch, complete 
with Texas wines and a mimosa bar from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Greg Tivis Nawlins Jazz Band performs 
Sunday during the brunch from 12 to 3 
p.m. at the Palace Theater.

The main attraction on Saturday is, of 
course, the beer and wine tents. “You can 
enjoy Texas Reds in a variety of different 
ways,” Brown says. “Whether you want 
to drink wine or drink beer, we have 
different tasting packages available for 
that.” They offer packages just for wine, 
just for beer, for beer and wine, and for 
each featured steak meal. Brown says 
because of the growth of wine vendors 
and participants, the DBA added another 

wine tent this year so everyone has more 
“room to breathe.”

The food packages include certain 
dinners and brunches. One meal is their 
famous Saturday night J. Cody steak 
dinner from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m., Brown says. 
On Sunday is the Steak and Egg Brunch, 
which will be held in the middle of Main 
Street — something the DBA has never 
done before, Brown says. 

Texas Reds has also added a new 
dinner to the lineup this year. The DBA has 
partnered with Madden’s Casual Gourmet 
to host an “unwind and dine” dinner, 
Brown explains. It will be a three-course 
steak dinner that walks you through the 
wine pairings.

The Steak Cook-Off on Saturday is 
another popular event at Texas Reds. 
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Teams compete to cook the best steak for a $1,200 cash prize 
for first place, according to the Texas Reds Festival website. The 
steak is provided by Texas Reds and the entry fee starts at $150. 
Guests are encouraged to walk around and watch each team 
prepare steaks for the judges, Brown says. 

Free activities for festivalgoers include the grape stomp, 
hosted by the Bryan Noon Lion’s Club, in front of the Carnegie 
History Center and the Kids Zone, which features inflatable 
bounce houses, the Purple Turtle Art Studio, and a miniature 
barrel train, according to the Texas Reds Festival website. 
Additionally, throughout the streets of Downtown Bryan will 
be local artists and vendors, as well as musicians playing on 
different stages planted throughout the festival, Brown says. 

Ultimately, Texas Reds is designed to bring guests to 
Downtown Bryan, and that is exactly what the festival does. “I 
just love that the community has the opportunity to come to 
Downtown Bryan and experience it in a very different way, and 
to celebrate all things Texas,” Brown says. “The Texas wine, the 
Texas beer, the live music, the arts … it’s just a big celebration.”

Tickets for tastings and meals are on sale now, and you can 
save five percent by ordering your tickets between Sept. 11 and 
21. For more information on ticket pricing and the events, visit 
texasredsfestival.com. i
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PIECE OF THE PAST
50th Round Top Antiques Fair

By SKYE LOVELADY

Are you looking for quality antiques? The Round Top 
Antiques Fair has this and more! The fair is a central 

hub for treasure hunters with 60-plus venues including the 
Big Red Barn and Annex and the Continental Tent. Visitors 
can explore room-style settings selling the unique and the 
unusual, including furniture, art, advertising, jewelry, and 
everything you expect to be in a well-appointed home. The 
fair celebrates 50 years of collecting and selling antiques of 
all variety Oct. 1 through 6. Susan Franks is the owner and 
bought the original show from Emma Lee Turney in 1968. 
The fair has been running and expanding its treasure trove 
ever since. 

The Big Red Barn and Annex and the Continental Tent house 
different vendors who sell authentic antiques (meaning no 
reproductions or new items). Their dealers are professional 
antique dealers who guarantee their merchandise. “We 
absolutely adhere to our format, which is all antiques, quality 
antique, and vintage,” she says. 

If you’ve never been to the fair before, Franks offers a 
few tips and tricks to make your Round Top trip a success. 
She recommends coming in on Highway 290, for any other 
highway may result in traffic. Second, wear closed-toe shoes 
and comfortable clothes because you’ll be on your feet all day. 
She says to book your hotel arrangements early because the 
area gets booked quickly. Lastly, if you intend to make a lot of 
purchases, call your bank to increase your debit purchase limit.

Once you arrive, all the fun begins. “This is a festival,” Franks 
says. “This is not a stuffy, old antique show … There’s everything 
that you can imagine to buy, everybody will find something.”

The Round Top Antiques Fair is a week full of surprises 
and offers something for everyone. Whether you are looking 
for country furniture, European furniture, accessories, 
jewelry, or treasures for your home, you are sure to leave the 
fair with a piece from the past! For more information, visit 
roundtoptexasantiques.com. i
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CHANGE A LIFE
Michelle Lynn Holsey Foundation Cutting Horse Competition

By UNIQUA WILLIAMS

The Michelle Lynn Holsey Foundation 
is hosting their 12th annual Cutting 

Horse Competition Oct. 3 through 7 and 
a dinner, auction, and concert on Oct. 6 at 
the Brazos County Expo Complex. 

Lee Holsey, president of the Michelle 
Lynn Holsey Foundation, started the 
foundation after losing his wife, Michelle, 
to cancer in 2006. Holsey says she had a 
giving spirit and always wanted to help 
others. Even while battling cancer herself, 
his wife was always trying to find ways 
to help the people they would meet who 
were struggling in the same ways she was. 
Her selfless heart and desire to give to 
others is what sparked the idea to begin 
the foundation. 

“You sit around in waiting rooms for 
months and months and you get to know 
these people,” says Holsey. “So, when she 
passed, I thought, ‘Man this would be a 
really nice way to remember her, to help 
these people we met.’”

In 12 years, the Michelle Lynn Holsey 
Foundation has given away more than 
$1 million in grants and scholarships, 
according to Holsey. The funds aren’t 
used to help find a cure for cancer. The 
foundation’s main goal is to help people 
who are struggling with illnesses pay 
bills, buy medicine, and get to and from 
treatments. Many miss work when they 
(or a family member) are sick, and these 
funds help alleviate the financial burden.

“My wife and I met all these people 
before she passed,” Holsey says. “They 

were missing work because their child was 
sick, or their spouse was sick, and we’d 
hear the stories in the waiting rooms about 
their struggles. ... We help a lot of kids. I 
would say at least half of our recipients are 
young people battling cancer.” 

This year’s operating cost is $10,000 
a month and last year’s was $12,000 a 
month. Fundraisers like the Cutting Horse 
Competition help with operating costs and 
those in need.

“This is our main fundraiser we do each 
year,” says Holsey. “We raise money to help 
men, women, and children on their quest 
to battle cancer and other debilitating 

diseases and conditions while funding 
innovative research and education.”

The Cutting Horse Competition is the 
biggest event held by The Michelle Lynn 
Holsey Foundation. This is a ranch-derived 
sport where competitors have two and a 
half minutes to drive through a herd of 
cattle and sort them, according to Holsey. 

At dinner, there will be a silent auction 
that consists of anything from clothing and 
jewelry to gift baskets and gift certificates. 
The live auction is comprised of several 
different trip packages. Country singer 
Jason Cassidy is the concert headliner.

Holsey says he’s expecting about 500 to 
600 people to attend this year’s event, but 
hopes for more. He encourages everyone 
to come out because this doesn’t just 
affect a few people; it affects everyone.  

“Everyone knows someone that cancer 
affects, so if we’re blessed enough that 
we’re not ill and fighting the disease, 
the least we can do is help others,” says 
Holsey. “There aren’t many people like 
us out there that help in monetary ways. 
That helps people who are struggling 
financially because of their illness. There 
are a lot of people out there looking for 
a cure or helping build some hospital, 
which are all very necessary, but I think 
our foundation is unique because we’re 
helping people on a personal level.”

Sponsorships and tickets are still 
available. Call the Michelle Lynn Holsey 
Foundation at (936) 204-4600 for more 
information. i 

‘We raise money to 
help men, women, 

and children on 
their quest to battle 

cancer and other 
debilitating diseases’

— Lee Holsey
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Aggieland Humane Society is excited to announce the 12th 
Annual Wiener Fest, Sunday, October 14, at Wolf Pen Creek 
Park. Enjoy a full day of events including a pet costume contest, 
vendors, food trucks, live entertainment, a kid zone and of 
course the famous wiener races. Not a wiener? We’ll have the 
wanna-be wiener races too!

AgHS will have 100 FREE 24-Hour Pet Watch Microchips 
available for pets. We will also have several local rescue groups 
on-site all day with pets looking for forever homes! 

The day starts at 10 a.m. with our pet costume contest, followed 
by races all afternoon! Bring your pup, bring your kids, bring the 
whole family and enjoy a fun-filled Sunday in the park. 

Go to aggielandhumane.org/wienerfest 
for race and vendor registration information. 

Wienerfest 2018, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, at Wolf Pen Creek.

COMING TO WOLF PEN CREEK AMPHITHEATER OCTOBER 14TH!



OVER THE EDGE BRAZOS VALLEY
The Most Unique Fundraising Event in the Brazos Valley Returns

Courtesy of UNITED WAY OF THE BRAZOS VALLEY

The most unique fundraising event in 
the region returns for a third year. 

Over the Edge Brazos Valley takes place 
on Oct. 12 and benefits the United Way 
of the Brazos Valley. Participants will 
rappel 110 feet fown the Hilton College 
Station, facing their fears while fighting 
for a stronger community.

“Over the Edge was such a successful 
event in 2016 and 2017, we knew we 
had to do it again,” says Alison Prince, 
president and CEO of United Way of the 
Brazos Valley. “Through this event, we 
have raised over $130,000 to fight for the 
health, education, and financial stability 
of every person in the Brazos Valley. We 
are thrilled to do Over the Edge 2018 
where we are sure even more funds will 
be raised to address critical community 
needs right here in our community.”

To earn a spot on the rappel 
list, participants register online at 
OverTheEdgeBrazosValley.org, create 
their unique fundraising page, then share 
it with friends, family members, and co-
workers who can pledge funds in support 
of their rappeller. Once the rappeller 
reaches their fundraising goal of at least 
$1,000, they secure their rappel spot to go 
Over the Edge.

Over the Edge sponsors include 
Caldwell Country, Schulte Roofing, and 
Party Time Rentals. Sponsorships are 
still available.

In the last four years, United Way of the 
Brazos Valley has provided more than 
$1.5 million in grant funding to local 
nonprofit organizations working to 
end social issues. They have answered 
calls and provided referral information 
for nearly 200,000 residents in need 

through their 2-1-1 Texas service. 
United Way provides the only regional 
volunteer connection point called 
VolunteerBrazosValley.org and inspires 
more than 30 high school students from 
seven area high schools each year to 
engage in community leadership through 
Youth Leadership Cabinet. This year the 
Youth Leadership Cabinet provided more 
than $14,500 in mini-grants to local 
organizations. 

In just 2015, more than 62,000 people 
in the Brazos Valley were impacted by 
the collective efforts of United Way of the 
Brazos Valley.

United Way of the Brazos Valley 
fights for the education, financial 
stability, and health of every person in 
the Brazos Valley. They work to solve 
the community’s most daunting social 
issues, engaging individuals to build 
strategies, and mobilizing resources to 
invest for change. 

Through Community Impact Grants 
to local nonprofit organizations and 
Investment Initiatives including 2-1-1  
Texas, Youth Leadership Cabinet, 
VolunteerBrazosValley.org, and the 
Financial Stability Innovation Fund, 
United Way is creating measurable change 
in specific community issues.

To support the work of United Way of the 
Brazos Valley and learn more about how you 
can become involved, visit uwbv.org. i

‘Through this event, 
we have raised 

over $130,000 to 
fight for the health, 

education, and 
financial stability of 
every person in the 

Brazos Valley’
— Alison Prince

Will you go Over the Edge on Oct. 12?74  INSITE September 2018
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BOONVILLE DAYS
Stampedes, Chuckwagons, and Western Heritage

Courtesy of BRAZOS VALLEY MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY

Join the Brazos Valley Museum of 
Natural History on Oct. 13 for the 13th 

annual Boonville Days — Texas Heritage 
Festival. This year also marks the 10th 
annual Buffalo Stampede Half Marathon 
and 5K Race and the 7th annual Chuck 
Wagon Cook-off on Friday and Saturday. 

This year’s Boonville Days will be 
bigger and better than ever before! 
This free festival held from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. provides an opportunity to see 
Brazos County’s pioneer history come 
to life. Visit with characters in period 
costume including cowboys, civil war 
re-enactors, musicians, dancers, artists, 
and much more. Professor Paisley from 
the Texian Institute of Oxenology will 

parade back into town with oxen Justice 
and Liberty, showcasing Texas culture 
from 1830-1845. Demonstrations of 
frontier skills and trades including flint-
making, spinning, quilting, weaving, and 
blacksmithing will also be on display. 
Family friendly fun includes making pinch 
pots and other period crafts, which is sure 
to keep your kids entertained. 

Festival visitors can browse through 
the Brazos Valley Museum of Natural 
History’s Discovery Room with live 
animals, a library, and an exhibition 
gallery. Guests can also explore the Texas 
history display and the museum’s current 
temporary exhibit, THE BRAZOS: Legacy of 
a Mighty River. 

Runners will stampede their way through 
Bryan College Station starting at 7:30 a.m. 
at the Brazos Center as the Brazos Valley 
Museum of Natural History hosts its 10th 
annual Buffalo Stampede! Runners of all 
ages are welcome. Overall male and female 
winners receive unique buffalo sculpture 
trophies. Save money by registering early 
online at brazosvalleymuseum.org,  
where maps and race details are also 
available. For more information about 
registration options, call the museum at 
(979) 776-2195. 

During the 7th annual Chuck Wagon 
Cook-off, your taste buds can join the fun. 
The chuck wagons compete in a cook-off 
complete with meals for the public. Lunch 
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tickets for the Chuck Wagon Saturday noon meal are pre-sold at 
the Museum for $10. Meals include bottled water, chicken fried 
steak, beans, potatoes, and cobbler. Pat Gavin and the Buckaroo 
Band will provide music to keep your feet taping in the Chuck 
Wagon area. Those wishing to pack extra chuck wagon fun into 
the weekend can visit Friday afternoon to see wagon judging 
and crews in period dress.

Part of the cook-off is watching friendly rivalries play out 
between several of the wagon crews who compete each year. 
The teams go head-to-head in an “Old-West” culinary battle 
to determine which chuck wagon reigns supreme. Cash prizes 
and spectacular hand-crafted silver and gold belt buckles by 
Tres Rios Silver awarded to the championship team serve as 
incentives for hard work and great cooking.

If chuck wagons are not your ideal form of transportation, 
you have nothing to worry about. Shuttle busses carry visitors 
to and from Boonville Heritage Park, a unique local heritage site. 
Boonville Heritage Park is home to a restored and furnished 
19th century dogtrot cabin; replica buildings of the Boonville 
Court House, smoke house, and the Masonic lodge; and other re-
enactors, booths, and more. 

Event volunteers are always needed. If you are interested 
in volunteering or being a re-enactor at Boonville Days, email 
events@brazosvalleymuseum.org or call (979) 776-2195. i

Go Back in Time at the Boonville Days — Texas Heritage Festival Oct. 1378  INSITE September 2018



click www.insitebrazosvalley.com  79

BRYAN COLLEGE STATION APARTMENT ASSOCIATION
3091 University Drive E., Suite 220 • Bryan, Texas 77802-3448 

Phone: 979.260.9842 • Website: www.bcsaa.com

We are the Apartment Association. BCSAA is more than apartments.

MISSION 
STATEMENT: 

The purpose of the BCSAA is to 
further the professionalism, and 

integrity of the rental housing 
industry, through professional 

education, community awareness 
and affirmative legislative 

representation.

Is Your Landlord/ Property a BCSAA Member?
Not all landlords or apartments 
are created equal. Be sure to look 
for members of BCSAA and 
the TAA Lease. 

www.jamespharaon.com
creative@jamespharaon.com  • 713-870-4563

Your wedding day is one of the most important 
days in your life.

Capture more than just how your day looks.
Remember how your wedding feels.

wedding photography  •  wedding video

Moving pictures.Moving pictures.Moving pictures.



SCARECROW FESTIVAL
Fall Food, Fun, and Festivities

By UNIQUA WILLIAMS

Driving through the streets of Chappell 
Hill in October may seem a bit scary 

— if you’re a crow that is. The Chappell 
Hill Historical Society hosts their annual 
Scarecrow Festival on Oct. 13 and 14. 

The Chappell Hill Historical Society 
is a nonprofit, volunteer organization 
dedicated to the preservation of historical 
buildings in Chappell Hill. The festival 
helps raise money for the Historical 
Society. It’s also a chance to educate 
visitors about historical significances and 
occurrences in Chappell Hill, according to 
Joel Romo, president of The Chappell Hill 
Historical Society. 

“The Scarecrow Festival was designed 
to attract people that are interested in 
antiques and collectibles,” says Romo. 
“The community started displaying 
scarecrows and preparing for the fall and 
it became a major attraction where there 
were scarecrow contests, more people 
got engaged, they decorated their homes 
and businesses, and the festival grew out 
of that.”

There are usually hundreds of 
scarecrows displayed during the event 
by the community of Chappell Hill. The 
festival attracts anywhere from 15,000 
to 20,000 people per year, according 
to Romo. Although a lot of guests are 
from the Brazos Valley, 90 percent of 
the guests come from out of town — 
places like Houston, Austin, and the Hill 
Country area. “This is one of the largest 
festivals in the state of Texas, and we 
are blessed that many of our attendees 
are from throughout Texas, not just 
local,” says Romo. 

Dance groups, ballets, and different 
musicians perform throughout the day. 
Two stages will also be open during the 
event, featuring performers like singer 
Abigail Tayler. 

There will be food booths and 
beverages, train rides, and a kid’s corner 
for visitors. The Chappell Hill Historical 
Society Museum, which has a huge exhibit 
relating to the 100th anniversary of World 
War I, will also be open. 

“Everything will be within walking 
distance,” says Romo. “People can enjoy 
a day at the festival and take in the live 
music, the cultural arts — which is in our 
museum — kids activities, and of course, 
food and beverages.” 

The scarecrows may be the main 
attraction, but this festival helps bring out 
the town’s historical significance as well. 
A lot of Texas history occurred in Chappell 
Hill leading up to Texas Independence. 

“We invite people to come to our 
festival and enjoy a day in the country 
with arts and crafts and activities,” 
says Romo. “We have beautiful historic 
buildings that are open to the public 
during our festival: a museum, library, 
Providence Baptist Church. We have so 
much to offer in the Chappell Hill area.”

The free festival is on Oct. 13 and 14, 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday and 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday. Parking is $5, and 
vendor applications are still open. For more 
information about The Scarecrow Festival, 
visit chappellhillhistoricalsociety.com. i

Visit one of Texas’ Biggest Attractions this Fall Oct. 13 & 1480  INSITE September 2018
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979.823.5567 office   |   979.777.3214 business cell 
dave@insitebrazosvalley.com | www.InsiteBrazosValley.com   

123 E. Wm. J. Bryan Pkwy.   |   Bryan, Texas 77803

“A Local Partnership Benefitting Our Community”

For Space Reservation 
in the 2018 Parade of 

Homes™ Spring 
Guide Contact: DAVE MARSH

MARKETING CONSULTANT

We expect more than 30 new 
construction homes to be 

entered into the Parade. Detailed 
information on the homes will 

be available on gbvbuilders.org, 
Thursday before Parade begins.

Spring Parade of Homes™ will be 
published in Brazos Valley Insite 

Magazine April Issue in print 
and digital issue as well.

Space Reservation Deadline Sept. 5th

Final Art Deadline Sept. 12th

Non Member Rates:
Full Page: $1,500
Half Page: $925

Quarter Page: $530 

HBA Member Rates:
Full Page: $1,350
Half Page: $830

Quarter Page: $480

Published By & Distributed Within:

Bryan-College Station Home Builders Association
dba Greater Brazos Valley Builders Association

October 20th & 21st 

Saturday 10am -5pm
Sunday 12pm – 5pm

April 28 & 29 • May 5 & 6Saturday & Sundaywww.gbvbuilders.org

Fall 2018 Parade of  Homes™ Guide

Published in Partnership with Greater Brazos Valley Builders Assoc.

Welcome Home

PHOTO COURTESY OF RNL HOMEBUILDERS

Hurry To Reserve
Your Placement In
Spring Parade of 
Homes™ Issue
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Business Insurance

Franchise Insurance

Home Insurance

Auto Insurance
Heath Groves Dwight Groves 

Our Mission
We are dedicated to getting you the best insurance 
products and services available today to protect you, your 
family, and your business.

1722 Briarcrest Drive • Bryan, TX 77802
Phone: 888-474-4188 • Fax: 512-869-2418

www.pigbcs.com

979.268.6840



Your Source For Food & Fun  |  INSITE 

Check out Guide to Eats, Treats & 
Getaways at InsiteBrazosValley.com. 
Listings provided as a service. Insite is 
not responsible for errors or omissions.

BRYAN/COLLEGE STATION
C&J BARBECUE
cjbbq.com/, 4304 Harvey Road, CS (979) 
776-8969; 105 Southwest Parkway, 
CS (979) 696-7900; 1010 South Texas 
Avenue, Bryan (979) 822-6033. A family 
run business, C&J Barbeque serves 
sausage, pork loin, pulled pork, turkey, 
brisket, chicken, ribs and more at each 
of their locations. Open M-Th 10:30am-
8:30pm, F-Sa 10:30am-9pm, and Su 
11am-3pm.
CAFÉ ECCELL & LA BODEGA TACO BAR
cafeeccellbryantx.com, 4401 S. Texas 
Avenue (979) 421-4444. For private 
parties, weddings or any event off 
premise from buffets and mixers to 
fine dining for 25-1,000 people. Café 
Eccell plus La Bodega Taco Bar plus your 
imagination adds up to Eccell Group 
Catering and anything you want!

CAFFE CAPRI ITALIAN RESTAURANT
theplaceforitalian.com, 222 N Main 
St, Bryan (979) 822-2675. This award 
winning downtown restaurant has been 
serving creative and reasonably priced 
Italian dishes for 20 years. Enjoy their art 
deco interior, local art display and upbeat 
atmosphere. Lunch M-F 11am-2pm; 
Dinner M-Th 6pm-9pm; F-Sa 5pm-9pm.
CAMPFIRE RESTAURANT  
AT THE STELLA HOTEL
thestellahotel.com, Atlas Pear Dr, Bryan 
(979) 599-7929, (979) 691-8226, info@
cafeeccellbryantx.com. Here guests are 
greeted with the rich aroma of smoke 
and seasonings used to serve breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner made with the best 
ingredients in Central Texas. Raise a toast 
to bourbon-fueled cocktails and magnum 
wine tastings at the Chef’s Table, an 
outdoor perch by the fire pit, or a table in 
the main dining room with a view of the 
open kitchen!
CASA DO BRASIL
www.casadobrasil.com, 1665 Greens 
Prairie Rd W, CS (79) 690-1111, (979) 691-
8226. info@cafeeccellbryantx.com. The 
first Brazilian steakhouse in the Brazos 
Valley is now open! You can enjoy meat 
delivered to your table on hot skewers 
and cared directly onto your plate. The 
steakhouse will also serve traditional 
favorites including the national drink of 
Brazil, the Caipirinha. M-F 11am-2pm, 
5-9:30pm; S 4-10pm; Su 11:30am-2pm
CHEF TAI’S MOBILE BISTRO
cheftai.com, check website for daily 
locations and hours (979) 268-3251. Chef 
Tai’s Mobile Bistro is America’s Favorite 
Food Truck serving a blend of globally 
inspired cuisine.
DOWNTOWN UNCORKED WINE BAR
206 West 26th St, Bryan (979) 823-4837. 
Voted Best Wine By The Glass, Downtown 
Uncorked Wine Bar is where the adults 
go. Choose from more than 100 bottles! 
Special nights include Women Gone Wine 
Wednesdays, Half Price Bottle Thursdays, 
and Friday Night Flights.
THE ANGRY ELEPHANT  
BAR AND GRILL
650 William D Fitch Pkwy #500, College 
Station (979) 704-5110. Enjoy drinks and hot 
dogs at the politically themed bar featuring 
specialty cocktails and items such as the 
George Bush BLT Dog. 11am-2am.

FOUR POINTS BY SHERATON
Fourpointscollegestation.com, 1503 Texas 
Avenue South College Station, TX 77840. 
(979) 693-1741. A mile away from Texas 
A&M University, Four Points by Sheraton 
College Station is in the heart of town. 
Four Points is great for overnight stays, 
receptions and meetings, and more! 
THE HONEYBAKED HAM CO. & CAFÉ
Order catering online at 
MyHoneyBakedStore.com, 3975 Hwy 6 S 
and Rock Prairie Road, CS (979) 314-1229. 
Visit for specialty foods, catering, and 
café. One size gifts all! HoneyBaked gift 
cards available in any denomination. M-F 
11am-6pm Sa 11am-5pm

LUIGI’S PATIO RISTORANTE
luigispatioristorante.com, 3975 SH-6 S, CS 
(979) 693-2742. Luigi’s Patio Ristorante 
offers genuine Italian cuisine in a cozy 
atmosphere that transports you straight 
to the heart of Italy. Live music, check 
website for schedule. Open for lunch Tu-
Fri 11:30am-2pm. Open for dinner Tu-Su 
5:30pm, call for closing times. Brunch Su 
11:30am-2pm. 

MESSINA HOF WINERY
messinahof.com, 4545 Old Reliance Rd, 
Bryan (979) 778-9463.  Founded on the 
cornerstones of family, tradition, and 
romance, Messina Hof Winery & Resort 
has held its place as a Brazos Valley 
staple since 1977. Open M-Th 10am-7pm, 
F-Sa 10am-8pm, Su 11am-6pm.

MADDEN’S CASUAL GOURMET
maddenscasualgourmet.com, 202 S Bryan 
Ave, Bryan (979) 779-2558. For catering 
and private party planning, call (979) 
450-5354. Madden’s Casual Gourmet 
is the perfect place for lunch or dinner, 
celebrations, and catering any event! 
Open M-W 11am-2pm, Th-F 11am-4pm, S 
10am-4pm, Th-S 5pm-9pm. 
MR. G’S PIZZERIA
gotomrgs.com, 201 W 26th St, Bryan 
(979) 822-6747. At Mr. G’s, every slice 
is served with family pride, the freshest 
ingredients, original recipes, and only 
the finest imported Italian cheeses. 
Now serving Gluten Free pizza. Bryan 
location: M-F 11am-2pm & 5pm-9pm, Sa 
5pm-9pm. 
MUST BE HEAVEN
mustbeheaven.com, 1700 Rock Prairie Rd, 
CS (979) 764-9222. Reminisce the good 
ole’ days of Ice Cream Shoppes and hand-
crafted sandwiches at Must Be Heaven. 
Bryan locations’ hours: M-F 8am-6pm, 
Sa 8am-3pm. College Station hours: M-F 
8am-6pm, Sa 8am-3pm.
NAPA FLATS WOOD-FIRED KITCHEN
napaflats.com, 1727 Texas Ave. S. College 
Station (979) 383-2500. Dining out never 
tasted so good. Enjoy California inspired 
cuisine made over a wood fired grill at 
Napa Flats. Open M-Th 11am-10pm, F-Sa 
11am-11pm, Su 11am-9:30pm. 
PAOLO’S ITALIAN KITCHEN
PaolosItalianKitchen.com, 809 University 
Dr #100, CS (979) 485-2704. Life is too 
short not to eat well. Signature dishes 
include Baked Clams seasoned with garlic, 
Veal Marsala with sautéed mushrooms, 
Chicken Scarpariello – oven roasted with 
bell pepper, onion & garlic. Lunch M-Sa 
11am-2pm, Dinner M-Sa 5-9:30pm.

PEACH CREEK VINEYARDS
PeachCreekVineyards.com, 2029 Peach 
Creek Rd, CS (936) 825-3669. There’s 
plenty of parking at this picturesque 
operation nestled in the beautiful 
countryside near College Station. Visit this 
winery and novelty gift shop in the heart 
of a Texas vineyard. While there, be sure 
to view the antique grape press from the 
late 1800s and ask about the Adopt-A-
Vine program. Open F-Sa 12pm-6pm, Su 
1-5pm.
READFIELD MEATS & DELI
readfieldmeats.com, 2701 S Texas Ave, 
Bryan (979) 822-1594. Your summer 
solution to meal planning and great 
BBQs, choose UDA Choice & Prime beef, 
Midwest Grain-fed Pork, Fresh Poultry, 
Lamb, Smoked Sausage, Cajun Boudin, 
and Honey Glazed Hams. Open M-F 8am-
6pm, Sa 8am-4pm.
THE REPUBLIC
therepublic1836.com, 701 University 
Dr. E #406, CS (979) 260-4120. Recently 
receiving the designation of AAA four 
diamond steak house, The Republic 
offers a variety of gourmet steak options, 
seafood, wine, and whiskey. Their focus 
is on the use of fine, locally grown foods 
and simple Texas cooking in an elegant 
setting. Open M-Sa 5-10pm.
THE TAP
tapbcs.com, 815 Harvey Rd, CS (979) 
696-7396. The Tap is a former train 
depot transformed into a sports bar and 
restaurant. This local favorite has more 
than 30 TVs, darts, pool tables, NTN 
trivia, dominoes, two huge porches, 
occasional live music specials, burgers, 
sandwiches, and free peanuts. M-Sa 
11am-2pm.
TRUMAN CHOCOLATES
trumanchocolates.com, 4407 S Texas 
Ave, Bryan (979) 260-4519. Choose from 
signature series boxes or customize your 
own. Numerous flavors to choose from. 
Made on site by well-trained staff. Perfect 
to leave a lasting impression for any 
event! Open M-F 10am-6pm; Sa 10am-
3pm; Closed on Sunday.
VERITAS WINE & BISTRO
www.veritaswineandbistro.com, 830 
University Dr. E, Ste 400, CS (979) 
268-3251. Classically trained chefs offer 
creative cuisine in a casual, contemporary 
setting. Veritas embraces usage of 
organic and local produce, wild caught 
seafood flown in directly from the source, 
as well as poultry and meat raised 
naturally.  Lunch M-Sa 11am-2pm; Dinner 
Sun-Th 5:30pm-9:30pm, F-Sa 5:30pm-
10pm.
WAYBACK BURGERS
waybackburgers.com, 910 William D. 
Fitch Pkkwy, CS (979) 704-6280; 1512 
S Texas Ave, CS (979) 704-3076; 3001 
Wildflower Dr, Bryan, (979)703-6623. 
3001 Wild Flower Drive, Bryan (979) 
703-6623. Made-to-order burgers & 
milkshakes fill out the menu at this 
family-friendly chain. Open M-Sa 
10:30am-10pm, and Su 10:30am-9pm. 
ENTERTAINMENT & ATTRACTION
SCHLITTERBAHN
schlitterbahn.com, (409) 770-WAVE, 
(979) 625-2351. With waterparks in 
Corpus Christi, Galveston, New Braunfels, 
and South Padre Island Schlitterbahn is 

the perfect destination for your family 
vacation. Make a splash this summer 
and enjoy free parking, free tubes, and 
picnicking by the pool!
BURLESON COUNTY
MAD HATTER’S TEA ROOM
madhatterstearoom.com, 210 S Echols, 
Caldwell (979) 567-3504. The Mad 
Hatter’s cozy eatery provides tantalizing 
treats and generous portions bursting 
with flavor, a unique selection of gift 
items, gourmet coffees, and specialty 
teas. Open for breakfast and lunch and 
special events by appointment. Three 
course English Afternoon Tea every 
4th Sat; call for reservations. W-Sa 
8am-5pm
GRIMES COUNTY
CLASSIC ROCK COFFEE CO.
facebook.com/crccnavasotatx, 129 E. 
Washington Ave., Navasota, (936) 727-
5613. Great coffee, great music! Stop by 
to hear some classic rock and try coffee 
from around the world. Su-Th 6am-8pm, 
F-Sa 6am-10pm.
MARTHA’S BLOOMERS
marthasbloomers.com, 8101 
Hwy 6 Bypass, Navasota, café@
marthasbloomer.com (936) 825-7400. 
Escape to sights, scents, and delightful 
treasures you’ll discover. At Martha’s 
Bloomers, you can take a stroll though 
beautiful gardens, home décor, and a 
boutique. While you are there, stop by 
Café M. Bloomers for a relaxing and 
delicious lunch. Lunch Tu-Su 11am-3pm, 
Desert until 4pm, High Tea 2pm-4pm by 
reservation.
WASHINGTON COUNTY
FUNKY ART CAFÉ & COFFEE BAR
202 W Commerce St, Brenham (979) 
836-5220. Delicious and different, Funky 
Art Café in Brenham offers enticing 
entrees to please the palate before 
shopping in its companion retail shop, 
The Pomegranate M-Fr 11am-2pm; Sa 
11am-3pm
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Sign Up for the Wednesday Wake Up to 
the Weekend Possibilities e-newsletter for 

Events, Live Music & More!
It’s FREE! InsiteBrazosValley.com
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Browse our Luxury Collection at:
www.bhhscaliber.com

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Caliber Realty 
700 University Dr. E Ste. 108 College Station, TX 77840
979.694.8844

Now that you have found the
       PERFECT PARTNER,

let us help you find the 
PERFECT HOME .

© 2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BFF Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathawy HomeServices and 
the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®. Equal Housing Opportunity.

FOR COMPARISON PURPOSES,
THERE IS NO COMPARISON.

Good to Know.™


