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Open To The Public With Unbeatable Wholesale Prices
Hours: Mon - Sat: 10 am - 6 pm

Locally owned and operated, Furniture Source International is a unique retail experience for the whole home. As 
furniture manufacturers for nationwide retailers, we design benchmade furniture and accent pieces of solid and 
reclaimed hardwoods and hand forged iron. Offering hand upholstered Italian leather seating and hand-finished 
collections in living, dining and bedroom, we offer the greatest variety of heirloom quality furnishings in the 
Brazos Valley.

Please visit our website: furnituresourceintl.com

979-690-2917  |  14761 FM 2154 (Wellborn Rd.)  |  College Station

Furniture with a Passion

Our Mission
 
• Bring quality and interest back to the furniture market
• Offer sustainable, eco-friendly furniture options
• Create pieces that are handmade of solid materials
• Lend character to the home with benchmade furniture in lieu of mass produced product

Our Company
Furniture Source International 
28,000 square foot retail store 
provides a one-of-a-kind shopping 
experience for the whole home. 

Come In To See Our Summer Savings Today

Your Local BCS Resource For Handmade, Quality Furnishings Since 1998 
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From the President/CEO
Dear INSITE Readers,

Every year in August we put out our annual SEC Issue to bring you the 
newest information on all things Texas A&M. This year is no exception, 
with highlights including the 125th anniversary of the Aggie Band, 
remembrance of the bonfire collapse, and an interview with Athletic 
Director Ross Bjork. August also means college football season is finally 
upon us!

My best memories of college football are the Cotton Bowls of 1986, ’87, 
and ’88. Under the leadership of Jackie Sherill, Texas A&M beat Notre 
Dame and Auburn (and should have beat Ohio State). The atmosphere 
around the Cotton Bowl was electric. I grew up in Dallas and remember 
driving around seeing all the fans.  

Today, every game in the SEC is like playing the Cotton Bowl. The SEC 
brand is like no other conference, with the diversity of schools and 
locations brought together to battle and play for the prized National 
Championship. If you went to all the SEC Stadiums for one game, imagine 
the stories to be told and the memories to be had. Each game is an 
experience like no other.

I have also noticed the new trend of “national” says. August has National 
Girlfriends Day, Mountain Climbing Day, and — my favorite — National 
Ice Cream Day. How do we claim a day for ourselves? I want the National 
Stay In Bed All Day, or better yet, National Do Nothing Day. Now that’s 
something I would celebrate. Hope you are staying cool and close to water 
with a drink of choice in hand. God bless! — David Anderton

PHOTO BY MIKE CARLSON
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125 YEARS OF AGGIE MUSIC
Forming Before There Was a Kyle Field

By RACHEL KNIGHT

If music is the universal language, then 
music played by the Fightin’ Texas Aggie 

Band is the universal Aggie dialect. Since 
the first Aggie Band was formed with just 
13 members in 1894, the music of Aggieland 
has delighted countless listeners.

The Aggie Band celebrates its 125th 
anniversary, or quasquicentennial, this 
year. Though the band has grown in 
size to about 380 to 400 members, the 
marching style, the kind of music played, 
and the fact that every member of the 
band is a volunteer in the Corps of Cadets 
remains the same.

By staying true to its roots, the Aggie 
Band not only embodies the Aggie Spirit, but 
amplifies it at all of its public performances, 
according to Dr. Timothy Rhea, director of 
bands and head of music activities. 

“You think back to the roots of the school, 
it was an all military organization, and we, 
[the band], still are,” Rhea says. “We’re the 
only collegiate band that still performs 
exclusively in the military fashion. 
It upholds the great traditions of the 
university in that way.”

The importance of music on campus 
was realized in 1893 as students 
began to vocalize their desire for an 
organized music group associated with 
the university. The Battalion, Texas 
A&M’s student newspaper, published a 
letter written by R. L. Dinwiddie on Oct. 
1, 1893, expressing the student body’s 
musical desires.

“There is not a student here who does 
not love music, and it would make him 
feel proud to think that we could make 

fine music, and he would come to hear 
us wherever we might play; for there is 
nothing that can produce the same effect 
that music can,” Dinwiddie’s letter reads.

Shortly after Dinwiddie’s letter 
was published, the campus bugler and 
cobbler, Joseph Holick, approached 
President Sullivan Ross requesting 
permission to start a band, according to 
The Fightin’ Texas Aggie Band, a book by 
Donald and Mary Jo Powell. Ross agreed 
to let Holick solicit membership for a 
cadet band. The 13 member group made 
its first public performance the following 
year, and Aggie Band excellence has been 
a tradition ever since. 

Col. Jay Brewer, senior associate 
director of the Aggie Band, says the 
band really is the pulse of the spirit of 
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Aggieland today. “I certainly appreciate 
our fans, and our fans go nuts,” he shares. 
“You just listen to the 12th Man when 
I’m up in the press box and I say, ‘Ladies 
and gentlemen, now forming…’ these 
people echo that. If they didn’t like it, if 
they didn’t appreciate it, they wouldn’t do 
that. It’s just a very unique experience for 
these young people.”

Experiencing a halftime performance 
by the nationally famous band is as much 
about the visual performance as it is the 
music thanks to the band’s precision 
marching style. This marching style was 
developed by Lieutenant Colonel E. V. 
Adams, who directed the band from 1946 
to 1973.

In 1947, Adams developed the criss-
cross and its later variations, which 
are now the band’s most anticipated 
maneuvers. Other band directors say 
the maneuver is impossible because it 
requires two band members to be in the 
same place at the same time, according to 
the Powell’s book.

Though the maneuver is 
exceptionally difficult, the Aggie Band 
makes it look as effortless as the rest of 
their unique drills. Performing at such 
a high level each week creates a unique 
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bond, a sense of accomplishment, and 
sense of greater ability, Brewer says. 
“When they do things that they’re not 
real sure they’re capable of doing, like 
marching in front of 100,000 people 
doing a new drill every week, that’s 
a lot of stress on a bunch of 18- to 
20-year-olds, but they do it and they 
do it in fine fashion.”

Part of the uniqueness of the Aggie 
Band experience stems from the fact 
that its members do more than just 
play and march together. “They live 
together, which I don’t know that 
any other band in the country does 
that,” Rhea says. “They are more of a 
family. There’s a friendship and a bond 
established from going through the 
organization, and they remain in touch 
and close throughout their lifetime.”

Brewer experiences the uniqueness 
of friendships formed in the band 
firsthand as a former member of the 

Aggie Band, and as senior associate 
director. He says he is looking forward 
to catching up with classmates and 
former students during the 125th 
Aggie Band Celebration from Oct. 31 to 
Nov. 3. During the game that weekend, 
the Aggie Band will perform a special 
march, The Quasquicentennial March, 
written by Rhea.

The significance of celebrating 
125 years of the Aggie Band rests in 
the organization’s ability to produce 
company men and women, Brewer 
says. “I believe because of what you 
experience in the Texas Aggie Band 
both on the field and perhaps even 
more so off the field, it helps prepare 
young people to be good citizens, to go 
out and make a positive difference in 
this world,” he explains. “I believe that’s 
what Texas Aggies ought to do and I 
believe that’s what Texas Aggies ought 
to do better than anyone else.” i

A New Place to Form:  
The Music Activities Center

When the Music Activities Center opens at Texas 
A&M University this fall, the Fightin’ Texas Aggie 
Band will have its first indoor practice in 10 years. 

The $42.5 million project will provide a proper home 
for all the ensembles at Texas A&M. 

The 70,000-square-foot John D. White ’70 — 
Robert L. Walker ’58 Music Activities Center is made 
up of three main things — rehearsal spaces, storage 
spaces, and offices, according to Dr. Timothy Rhea, 
director of bands and head of music activities. 

“It was designed specifically for the unique needs 
of the music activities organizations here at A&M,” 
Rhea explains. “We have no school of music like 
most schools do, and yet we have an outstanding 
music program of ensembles. ... We have about 
1,300 students per year who play in our different 
ensembles, and this new facility was designed 
distinctly for the needs of those organizations.”

Col. Jay Brewer, senior associate director of the 
Aggie Band, says the new space meets all the needs 
of students involved in music activities on campus 
in one location for the first time in the university’s 
history. “This has been something in the making 
for 25 years,” he says. “Music activities represents 
students of all walks on this campus; some that, 
obviously are in the Corps of Cadets in the marching 
band, most that are not. We have a facility now that 
we’ll be able to offer more things, including future 
organizations that we don’t even know about yet, or 
we haven’t even started yet.”

Special features in the new facility include an 
artificial turf field that will serve as the new drill field 
for the Aggie Band, rehearsal spaces designed to 
fit the individual needs of various music groups on 
campus, student offices, conference rooms, and 
music libraries. “It is just uniquely structured for the 
needs of our performing organizations at Texas A&M 
University,” Rhea says. “There is not another building 
quite like it anywhere in the country.”

The Music Activities Center has a grand opening 
ceremony scheduled for August 30. The event 
includes special remarks from President Young, 
Chancellor Sharp, the building’s namesakes, and 
current students. More details will be available closer 
to the date of the event online at musa.tamu.edu.
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ROSS BJORK
Carrying on the Tradition of Core Values Centered Leadership

By RACHEL KNIGHT

After serving as interim director of 
athletics, R.C. Slocum passed the Texas 

A&M University athletic director baton to 
Ross Bjork on July 8. Neither leader had to 
break stride during the transition because 
they share the same leadership values.

When the towering Aggie Bonfire 
collapsed in 1999, then head football 
coach Slocum canceled the afternoon 
practice and scheduled a team meeting. 
According to an article in The Eagle, the 
team made a unanimous decision to help 
move logs from the accident site, thus 
embodying the six core values of Texas 
A&M University. Texas A&M Athletics will 
continue to instill the values of excellence, 
integrity, leadership, loyalty, respect, and 
selfless service in student athletes under 
its new leadership.

Bjork came to Texas A&M after serving 
as director of athletics at the University of 
Mississippi for seven years. “I had a great 
job at Ole Miss,” Bjork shares. “I could have 
stayed for a long, long time, but what made 
this opportunity so attractive was I believe 
my values match the institutional values 
and leadership styles. A&M is so intentional 
about those core values. They’re posted 
in as many places as possible. It’s not just 
words on a column, but people carry those 
values out day in and day out.”

His leadership plan is founded on 
doing what’s best for student athletes. His 

approach tackles two main focuses. One is 
inspiring and providing the opportunity 
through athletics for people to receive an 
education. The other is making sure Texas 
A&M student athletes achieve to the best 
of their ability. 

“In athletics, we are here to fulfill the 
mission of the university and we do that 
through a very visible platform,” Bjork 
explains. “Right or wrong, athletics has 
this amazing appeal where people a lot 
of times view their feelings about the 
university based on how the football team 
does; or did the basketball team win that 
championship; or did the baseball team 
make it to Omaha. With that comes a great 
responsibility to make sure we do it the 
right way. We have to have that set of 
values to provide the influence for making 
the proper decisions.”

Bjork uses his own personal values 
to guide him in both his professional 
and personal life. “To me, we have a 
choice when we wake up every day,” he 
shares. “Do we want to think positively, 
or do we want to think negatively? That 
doesn’t mean you’re not going to address 
problems or challenges, but it’s really how 
you do things.”

In addition to a positive attitude, 
Bjork’s personal values include the 
sentiment that nothing replaces hard 
work, and making sure his family and 

friends know he loves and cherishes them. 
Above all, he says his faith is his guide.

Before becoming part of the Aggie 
family, Bjork had several influential role 
models. He says his parents were his 
first role models. They gave him positive 
reinforcement, allowed him to be involved 
in sports growing up, and created a 
foundation for the leader he is today. His 
professional role models include Mike 
Alden, athletic director at Missouri; Dan 
Guerrero, athletic director at UCLA; John 
Wooden, former head basketball coach 
at UCLA; and Joe Castiglione, athletic 
director at the University of Oklahoma. 
He says Castiglione and Guerrero taught 
him to make informed decisions through 
an in-depth decision-making process, 
while Alden taught him to be aggressive. 
He balances the two to make his own 
deliberate and aggressive leadership style. 

Wooden’s imprint on Bjork’s 
leadership style is easy to spot in his 
vision for Texas A&M Athletics, because 
Bjork says Wooden taught him that no 
matter what role you hold in an athletics 
program, you can always be an educator 
through athletics. “This is not just 
playing a game or a sport,” he explains. 
“It’s lessons in leadership and life and 
doing the right things, and making sure 
that’s the greater good, if you will, of why 
we’re here.” i
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w/ ‘New & Efficient’ as ‘Fast, Clean & Efficient’ for Homeowners as Possible. Reducing Energy 

Bills & Improving Indoor Air Quality in the Brazos Valley & Greater Houston Area.
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* Visit ecozapphvac.com for Summer of 2019 Offers and Promotions, Financing Options & 
Rebates for A/C Replacements, Same Day & Next Day Residential Air Conditioning Services.
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is Helping Homeowners in the Brazos 
Valley & Greater Houston Area<--- 

R-22 = Bad 
For Ozone

833-924-6100

EcoZappHVAC.com
Easy Online Support & Scheduling

Learn about the R-22 Phase-Out 
Milestone on January 1, 2020 

by visiting our website.

Is your Home A/C System 12 plus 
years old or running on R-22?

College Station’s Energy Rebate Program = up to $800 per system*
EcoZapp’s Additional Rebates to Replace R-22 Systems are Ending August 15th 2019

Currently - up to $800 per A/C system replacement* (Installation must be scheduled before August 15th 2019)

TACLB 95692E

Texas Air Conditioning 
Contractors License Number

Quicker ROI for choosing EcoZapp for your home A/C Replacement
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Baylor Scott & White Health
A Healthier Relationship

Providing Quality  
Care for a Lifetime
The Baylor Scott & White Health College 
Station region has been caring for the 
Brazos Valley for more than 30 years. 
More than 150 primary care and specialty 
providers offer comprehensive, quality care 
for you and your entire family at two acute 
care hospitals and multiple clinic locations 
throughout the Brazos Valley. Baylor Scott 
& White Medical Center — College Station 
is a certified Advanced Primary Stroke 
Center and a certified Chest Pain Center. 
Baylor Scott & White Medical Center — 
College Station has a Level III neonatal 
intensive care unit designation equipped 
with NICVIEW™ video monitors and a 
Level III Trauma designation. Baylor Scott 
& White Medical Center — College Station 
was named among the top five percent 
in patient satisfaction in the country when 
they received the Press Ganey — Guardian 
of Excellence Award. 

Orthopedic Specialists  
Here for You
With skilled staff using technologically 
advanced equipment and the latest 
procedures, Baylor Scott & White is here to 
serve the community. Expert care, paired 

with compassion and understanding, is 
what sets Baylor Scott & White apart. The 
orthopedic team includes physicians who 
specialize in foot and ankle surgery, hand 
and wrist surgery, joint replacement and 
reconstructive surgery, orthopedic cancer, 
orthopedic trauma, pediatric orthopedics, 
and sports medicine.

Full Service Cancer Care –  
All in One Place
With the opening of the expanded Baylor 
Scott & White Cancer Center — College 
Station, patients can now continue to work, 
attend school, and enjoy daily activities 

close to home while they receive lifesaving 
cancer treatment. 

Empowering Your Health
Baylor Scott & White’s legacy of 
coordinated care extends through 
innovative, convenient tools and services to 
help you manage your health:

Access. The MyBSWHealth app and 
patient portal offers 24/7 access to 
personal health information, appointment 
scheduling and management, lab results, 
and more. 

Clinics. Care is accessible and 
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(continued on pg 14)
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The path to a healthier you
Walk with a Doc is a walking program 
for everyone interested in taking steps 
toward a healthier lifestyle. At each 
month’s walk, a Baylor Scott & White 
Health provider will speak briefly 
about his or her area of expertise — 
from tips for avoiding heat stroke or 
managing allergies to steps to help 
maintain mental wellness. 

Walkers will then enjoy a one mile 
walk with the provider, during which 
you can continue the conversation 
and ask the provider health-related 
questions.

This is a free monthly program and 
registration is not required.

Dates: 

Time: 

First Saturday of each month: 
Aug. 3, Sept. 7, Oct. 5*, Nov. 2 and Dec. 7

9:00 AM

Location: Lick Creek Park Pavilion
13600 Rock Prairie Road 
College Station, TX 77845

*BSW Medical Center – College Station

Join us for this FREE event and receive:

• Health and wellness tips
• Light snacks
• Healthy fun for the entire family

All ages welcome. Visit:
BSWHealth.com/WalkWithADoc

Photography may include models or actors and may not represent actual patients. Physicians provide clinical services as members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Scott & 
White Health’s subsidiary, community or affiliated medical centers and do not provide clinical services as employees or agents of those medical centers or Baylor Scott & White 
Health. ©2019 Baylor Scott & White Health. BSWCOLLEGE_231_2019. MOD 19075. 3/19

H E A LT H  A N D  W E L L N E S S  S E R I E S
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convenient thanks to the extended 
Convenient Care Clinic hours. Extended 
hours and walk-in visits are available at 
the Baylor Scott & White Convenient Care 
Clinic — College Station University Drive 
Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
Saturday and Sunday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Baylor Scott & White Convenient Care 
Clinic — College Station also offers 
virtual check in, allowing join the line from 
anywhere and receive notification when it’s 
your turn to be seen. 

Join the virtual check in and get in line by: 

• Visiting BSWHealth.com/ 
 CSConvenientCare
• Texting “Baylor Scott White” to  
 (979) 200-2286

• Calling (979) 888-9234 

• E-visits. E-visits are perfect when you  

 need treatment for a common condition  
 and you don’t want to leave the house.  
 Visit MyBSWHealth.com/Evisit to  
 learn more.

From numerous locations to 

extended hours and services, 
Baylor Scott & White is here to 
care for all of your health needs. 
Visit BSWHealth.com/Locations, or 
call (979) 207-3300.

Baylor Scott & White Health
(continued from pg 12)

Artisan’s Rejuvenation 
Med Spa

New, Advanced Treatments

Artisan’s Rejuvenation is owned by Dr. 
Ricardo Pocurull and his wife, Jennifer. 
Together they are working hard to bring the 
most advanced rejuvenation treatments to 
the area. 

Dr. Pocurull is also the on-site Medical 
Director for Artisan’s Rejuvenation Med 
Spa, and over the last three years, his team 
has brought cutting-edge, anti-aging, and 
aesthetic treatments to the area.

Artisan’s was the first to bring in the 
popular Vampire Facelift® and Facial®; 
and is the only aesthetics providers in town 
to offer the Smartgraft Hair Restoration® 
system that uses the Follicular Unit 
Extraction. Additonally, he has introduced 
the absorbable threads for minimally 
invasive facelifts, Novathreads® and 
Instalift®. Dr. Pocurull is one of only three 
physicians in Texas allowed to introduce 
the new Infinity Thread Lift®. He developed 
his own brand of non-surgical facelifts 
known as the ArtisanLift. This procedure 
combines hyaluronic acid, collagen 
stimulators, and absorbable threads to give 

a beautiful and natural facial lift.

Last year, they introduced the Cleopatra 
Technique® and Stem Cell Therapy for 
facial rejuvenation and hair restoration. 
Furthermore, the team implemented a new, 
highly effective protocol for melasma that 
includes skin-care, a new high-end-laser-
treatment, and a prescription medication 
that helps control the dark coloring of 
melasma, also known as pregnancy 
mask. This pigment condition affects 
premenopausal women, especially after 
pregnancy, and older women on hormone 
therapy. This summer with the help of Ellie 
Ferris, FNP, Artisan’s will offer the popular 
BioTE hormone® supplementation. 

This fall, two big additions are coming 
to Artisan’s. The first is the Fractional 
CO2 laser, which provides exceptional 
skin rejuvenation by reducing wrinkles, 
age spots, and enhance collagen 
production. Second is a High Intensity 
Focused Electro Magnetic technology, 
CoolTone®. This new treatment is not 
only safe but produces enhancement 
of muscle function and appearance 
in the abdomens, thighs, chest, and 
buttocks. You will see improvement in 
your body appearance and will have 
stronger muscles. CoolTone® is produced 

by the same company as CoolSculpting®, 
and will be available this Fall. CoolTone® 
in conjunction with latest edition of 
CoolSculpting® will offer the best in class, 
non-surgical, body-contouring treatments.

“CoolTone® technology is going to be 
a game-changer. Imagine doing the 
equivalent of 20,000 sit-ups or squats in 
20 minutes! And yes, you read that right; 
20,000 sit-ups without lifting a finger,” says 
Dr. Procurull. “I’ll be the first in line!” 

Contact Artisan’s Rejuvenation 
Med Spa at (979) 704-6879 or visit 
ArtisansMedSpa.com for more 
information.

14  INSITE August 2019

Nurture your body, mind, and spirit at Artisan’s Rejuvenation Med Spa.
Healthy skin is beautiful  •  A healthy body is fit and resilient  •  A healthy mind is at peace  •  A healthy spirit is close to God

750 William D. Fitch Pkwy, Suite 320    •    College Station, TX 77845    •    Phone: 979.704.6879 
ArtisansMedSpa.com

Cooltone® is a revolutionary technology for fitness and body contouring 
that is noninvasive which allows patients to target stubborn areas

with little to no downtime. 

Come in and see one of our professionals to help you decide which treatment is best for you. 

(Models, not actual patients)
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Cashion Dental
Healthy, Natural Looking Smiles in 
One Visit

Are you in need of crowns, fillings, veneers, 
or any other type of tooth restoration?

Are your current fillings made of metallic 
material and causing damage to your 
teeth? Do you have weakened, broken, or 
decayed teeth?

If you answered “yes” to any of these 
questions, CEREC Same Day Crowns are 
the ideal solution to your issues. CEREC is 
a technology that has revolutionized tooth 
restoration. If you need a crown or a filling, 
or you need your old fillings replaced, you 
can walk in, undergo a simple and painless 
procedure and then walk out a short time 
later with a completely restored tooth — all 
in one visit!

Your new filling and/or crown will be entirely 
composed of ceramic material and will match 
the color of your natural teeth. You will not 
have to go through the lengthy, multi-visit 
restoration process, and the ceramic material 
will not cause decay or damage to your teeth. 
The process is quick, reliable, and painless.

For more information, call  
(979) 693-6723.
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“Dental Fillings WITHOUT Anesthesia”
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“Dental Fillings WITHOUT Anesthesia”
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CHI St. Joseph Health 
Four Get With The Guidelines 
Awards

CHI St. Joseph Health Regional Hospital 
recently received four accolades from the 
American Heart Association/American 
Stroke Association. Regional Hospital was 
awarded the Get With The Guidelines®-
Stroke Gold Plus Quality Achievement 
Award with Honor Roll Elite Plus, the Get 
With The Guidelines®-Heart Failure Gold 
Plus Quality Achievement Award, the 
Mission: Lifeline NSTEMI Silver Achievement 
Award and the Mission: Lifeline STEMI 
Receiving Center – Silver Plus Award. This 
marks the fifth consecutive year CHI St. 
Joseph Health has been recognized by the 
AHA/ASA for excellence in Cardiovascular 
and Stroke Care. 

“The American Heart Association/
American Stroke Association Guidelines are 
benchmarks for excellence in the quality of 
the cardiac and stroke care we deliver,” said 
CHI St. Joseph Health President & CEO 
Theron Park. “These accomplishments 
are significant, because they back up 
our commitment to patients to adhere to 
evidence-based, proven standards.”

Get With The Guidelines®-
Stroke Gold Plus Quality 
Achievement Award with Honor 
Roll Elite Plus
CHI St. Joseph Health earned this 
recognition by meeting specific 
quality achievement measures 
for diagnosing and treating 
stroke patients at a set level for a 
designated period. These measures 
include evaluation of the proper use 
of medications and other stroke 
treatments aligned with the most up-
to-date, evidence-based guidelines 
with the goal of speeding recovery 
and reducing death and disability for 
stroke patients. Before discharge, 
patients should also receive 
education on managing their health, 
get a follow-up visit scheduled, 
as well as other care transition 
interventions.  

CHI St. Joseph Health qualified for 
the Honor Roll Elite Plus award by 

meeting quality measures developed to 
reduce the time between the patient’s 
arrival at the hospital and treatment 
with the clot-buster tissue plasminogen 
activator, or tPA, the only drug approved 
by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
to treat ischemic stroke.

Get With The Guidelines®-
Heart Failure Gold Plus Quality 
Achievement Award
CHI St. Joseph Health earned the award 
by meeting specific quality achievement 
measures for the diagnosis and treatment 
of heart failure patients at a set level for 
a designated period. These measures 
include evaluation of the proper use of 
medications and aggressive risk-reduction 
therapies. Before discharge, patients 
should also receive education on managing 
their heart failure and overall health, get a 
follow-up visit scheduled, as well as other 
care transition interventions.

Mission: Lifeline NSTEMI Silver 
Achievement Award
The health system received NSTEMI 
recognition for meeting specific criteria and 
standards of performance for the quick 
and appropriate treatment of NSTEMI heart 
attack patients by providing emergency 
procedures to re-establish blood flow to 
blocked arteries when needed.

Mission: Lifeline STEMI Receiving 

Center — Silver Plus Award
CHI St. Joseph Health received the STEMI 
recognition for implementing specific 
quality improvement measures outlined 
by the American Heart Association for the 
treatment of patients who suffer severe 
heart attacks. This means the organization 
meets specific standards of performance 
for quick and appropriate treatment through 
emergency procedures to re-establish 
blood flow to blocked arteries in heart 
attack patients coming into the hospital 
directly or by transfer from another facility.

Get With The Guidelines is the American 
Heart Association/American Stroke 
Association’s hospital-based quality 
improvement program that provides 
hospitals with tools and resources to 
increase adherence to the latest research-
based guidelines. This program is used 
widely by more than 1,500 hospitals across 
the country.

About Get With The Guidelines: Get 
With The Guidelines is the American Heart 
Association/American Stroke Association’s 
hospital-based quality improvement 
program that provides hospitals with 
the latest research-based guidelines. 
Developed with the goal of saving lives 
and hastening recovery, Get With The 
Guidelines has touched the lives of more 
than 5 million patients since 2001. For 
more information, visit heart.org.
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When it comes to your health, it’s essential to have a team you trust by 

your side to keep you well, help you bounce back, and celebrate the 

little victories. At CHI St. Joseph and Texas A&M Health Network, 

we work together so you can get back to what’s most important.



B R A Z O S  VA L L E Y  P H Y S I C I A N S  &  S P E C I A L I S T S  T O P  D O C S

S P E C I A L  A DV E RT I S I N G  S E C T I O N click www.insitebrazosvalley.com  19

When it comes to your health, it’s essential to have a team you trust by 

your side to keep you well, help you bounce back, and celebrate the 

little victories. At CHI St. Joseph and Texas A&M Health Network, 

we work together so you can get back to what’s most important.



T O P  D O C S  S E R V I C E .    S K I L L .    D E D I C AT I O N .

S P E C I A L  A DV E RT I S I N G  S E C T I O N

Parc at Traditions
Exceptional Senior Living!

Since opening its doors in late 2017, 
Parc at Traditions has defined the “art of 
hospitality” in senior living for the residents 
of Bryan, College Station, and the greater 
Brazos Valley. In a little more than a year, 
this new retirement community has earned 
the favor of countless seniors and their 
families with its uncompromising dedication 
to hospitality, service, and care.  

Thoughtfully situated on a beautiful 14-
acre wooded site and conveniently located 
in the heart of the vibrant Traditions Club 
community, Parc at Traditions offers a 
selection of fully appointed Independent 
Living, Assisted Living, and Memory Care 
apartment homes. Featuring chef-inspired 
fine and casual dining and complemented 
by a remarkable array of features and 
amenities, Parc at Traditions has crafted 
a resort-style Hill Country lifestyle that is 
comfortable, stylish, and secure.

Inspired by an abiding tradition of “ladies 
and gentlemen serving ladies and 

gentlemen,” the Parc at 
Traditions staff is carefully 
selected and trained to 
uphold Parc’s standards 
of service excellence — 
attentive, responsive, 
relaxed, and friendly. 
Best of all, the signature 
Parc lifestyle is available 
to residents for a single, 
all-inclusive monthly 
fee. There are no large 
buy-in or entrance fee 
requirements, and Parc at 
Traditions’ resident-friendly 
lease agreements enable residents to 
maintain financial independence, control, 
and peace-of-mind. 

Parc at Traditions is as part of the vibrant 
tapestry of life in the Traditions Club 
master-planned community and Lake Walk 
mixed-use town center developments. 
Parc at Traditions has also established 
collaborative relationships with the 
neighboring Texas A&M Health Science 
Center and the nearby MatureWell Lifestyle 

Center to explore innovative ways to 
enhance the quality of life for seniors and 
their families. 

For the second year in a row 
Parc at Traditions has been voted 
“Best of the Brazos Valley” for 
independent living, assisted 
living, memory care, and senior 
living. To learn more and schedule 
a personal appointment, visit 
parcattraditions.com or call  
(979) 213-4200.
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Parc at Traditions
3095 Club Drive, Bryan, Texas  77807

979.213.4200
www.parcattraditions.com

Independent Living, Assisted Living
and Memory Care

Contact Us 
and Visit TODAY!

Exceptional 
Senior Living!
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The Physicians 
Centre

Meeting All Your 
Needs

At The Physicians 
Centre, patients have 
the opportunity to work 
with doctors in all fields, 
like Dr. Randolph Gibbs, 
with BCS Hand or Dr. 
James Distefano with 
Cornerstone Sports 
Medicine.

Dr. Gibbs is a board 
certified general surgeon 
with a subspecialty 
certificate in Surgery of 
the Hand. He currently 
works in collaboration 
with Dr. George Richardson at BCS Hand 
in Bryan at The Physicians Centre.

Board certification is an important 
distinction. It demonstrates when 
physicians go above and beyond to prove 
they can provide superior care to their 
patients compared to others with only a 
medical license. You can be confident the 
physicians who choose to pursue board 
certification are dedicated to providing the 

highest level of individualized care.

Dr. Gibbs offers a wide array of services for 
members of the community. Some of these 
services include treating arthritis of the 
hand, carpal tunnel syndrome, Dupuytren’s 
contracture, tendonitis, and trigger finger, 
with a focus on traumatic injuries and 
fractures of the hand and wrist.

For more information about BCS 
Hand, call (979) 774-0411 or visit 

BCSHand.com.

For more than 15 years, Dr. Distefano 
has been treating patients for joint and 
other musculoskeletal injuries. As a board 
certified sports medicine physician, he 
has cared for individuals from top-tier, 
professional athletes all the way down to 
kids in their first years of little league sports 
and everyone in between.

Dr. Distefano is passionate about treating 
and healing those he is privileged to 
care for and it shows each time he 
receives a glowing review from his 
patients. He recently received the 2019 
Eagle’s Readers’ Choice Award for the 
Best Sports Medicine Doctor in the 
Brazos Valley.

Sports medicine is not just for 
professional athletes. The general 
focus of sports medicine is providing 
treatment to individuals who may have 
suffered injuries from sporting activities, 
exercise routines, or the wear and tear 
of life.

Dr. Distefano offers many services 
including concussion evaluations, 
casting and splinting, steroid injections, 
and diagnosing general joint and 
musculoskeletal pain.

For more information about 
Cornerstone Sports Medicine, 
call (979) 704-5029 or visit 
cornerstonesportsmed.com.

DR. RANDOLPH GIBBS

DR. JAMES DISTEFANO
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Same-day appointments (979) 731-3900 
or thephysicianscentre.com

3131 University Drive East • Bryan, Texas, 77802

“Always” Caring 
for Patients like FamilyPhysicians CentreThe

Hospital
In Partnership with Physician Owners

Dr. Randolph D. Gibbs II, M.D.Dr. James Distefano, D.O.

SERVICES:
• Arthritis of the hand
• Carpal tunnel surgery
• Dupuytren’s contacture
• Lumps and bumps
• Steroid injections
• Tendonitis injuries  

and fractures
• Trigger finger

SERVICES:
• Concussion evaluations
• Diagnosing general joint 

and musculoskeletal pain
• Casting
• Splinting
• Viscosupplementation
• Steroid injections
• Sports physicals
• X-rays and MRI’s 

3201 University Dr. East, Suite-435
Bryan, Texas 77802 • (979) 774-0411

www.bcshand.com

3201 University Dr. East, Suite-320
Bryan, Texas 77802 • (979) 704-5029

www.cornerstonesportsmed.com

BCS Hand is the only orthopedic practice in the 
Bryan, Texas area with a Board-Certified 

Orthopedic Surgeon with added qualifications of 
Board-Certification in Hand Surgery. 

Dr. Distefano is a specialist in primary care/sports 
medicine, and he is Board Certified in Emergency 

Medicine. He is trained in all areas of sports medicine 
procedures and current practices, orthopedic and medical. 
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Reece & Jouett Exceptional 
Dentistry

Dental Implants; A More Secure 
Alternative To Dentures

“New You Implant Dentures” is a 
scientifically proven breakthrough in dental 
implants that allows denture wearers and 
those suffering from ailing and failing teeth 
to have new, solid teeth implanted in one 
day. Patients regain the freedom to smile, 
eat the foods they want, and laugh, while 
enjoying a quality of life that they felt was 
gone forever.

Dental fear, missing or dysfunctional teeth, 
ongoing tooth loss, embarrassment, 
problems eating and speaking: all of 

these things can be solved with “New 
You Implant Dentures.” Implant dentures 
are the fastest way to get back your 
dental health and wellness thanks to Dr. 
Michael K. Reece, DDS, LVIM, and Dr. 
Ryan Jouett, DDS, LVIF, the pioneering 
doctors in Central Texas bringing these 
advancements to dentistry.

And There Is More Good News, 
Dentistry Can Help You to Live 
Longer
New medical studies show that you may 
live up to 10 years longer just by having 
a healthy mouth. Patients with diseased 
mouths can die sooner and have more 
heart attacks and strokes. “New You 
Implant Dentures” is one investment that 

will literally pay dividends to your well-being 
24/7, 365 days a year while likely extending 
your life.

The Best Day is Today
No matter how bad you think your 
problems are, just wait a little longer and 
they are guaranteed to get far worse. For 
many patients making the appointment 
for the first visit is the hardest part, 
but not impossible. Take the first 
step and call Kimm at Reece 
& Jouett Exceptional Dentistry 
(979) 846-6515. Her compassion 
and understanding have expertly 
guided many patients like yourself 
through the process. To learn 
more, visit drreece.com.
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DR. RYAN JOUETT, DDS, LVIF, FICOI 
OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT IN PROSTHODONTICS 

Southwest Prosthodontic Society

BEST PREPARATIONS • LVI Core 3

LVI FELLOW ‘18 

ICOI FELLOW ‘18

GRADUATED WITH HONORS  
University of Texas  

Health Science Center Dental School ‘04

GRADUATED WITH HONORS  
Texas A&M University ‘00

DR. MICHAEL K. REECE, DDS, LVIM

BEST DENTIST • The Eagle Readers’ Choice Award • 11 years

MASTER DENTIST & Chief Clinical Instructor - LVI

TOP DENTIST • H-Texas Magazine • 4 years

INSTRUCTOR OF THE YEAR • LVI ‘17

ALUMNUS OF THE YEAR • LVI ‘13 

Super Dentist • Texas Monthly • 15 years
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Hope Pregnancy Center
Truth, Service, and Love

The moment a woman realizes she may be 
pregnant is life-changing, leaving her heart 
anywhere between dancing and leaping 
with joy to feeling crushed with fear. No 
matter what her situation or reaction, it is a 
powerful turning point requiring her utmost 
attention and consideration. Whatever she 
chooses to do will impact the entirety of 
her remaining life on earth. 

It is an unfortunate fact of the world today 
that often a woman is left to make a 
decision without the support or sometimes 
even presence of the father of her child. 
Whether she is excited or frightened, 
her emotions are running high. She 
needs a place to go, both physically and 
emotionally, where she can take a deep 
breath and take a few minutes to pull 
her thoughts together to make a rational 
decision. If she can talk to someone who 
can be a sounding board for her feelings, 
as well as a source of information about her 
choices, support, and available resources, 
she is likely to make the best decision for 
herself and for her child. 

Hope Pregnancy Center is that place. 
Their core values are truth, service, and 
love, so their resources and programs 
focus on the all aspects of a woman’s 
life and health — physical, emotional, 
relational, social, and spiritual. 

Since 1985, the volunteers and staff 

of Hope Pregnancy Center have been 
providing caring, compassionate, and 
confidential help to the men and women 
of the Brazos Valley facing unplanned 
pregnancies. Pregnancy services include 
pregnancy testing, pregnancy consultation, 
pregnancy verification, limited obstetrical 
ultrasound, parenting education, and 
material assistance, including a six-month 
supply of prenatal vitamins for those with 
positive pregnancy test results.

All services are provided free of charge, 
with no eligibility requirements. Hope 
Pregnancy Center is fully supported 
through individuals, student organizations, 

local businesses, and churches. 

You can be a part of helping 
a woman find abundant life, 
both physical and spiritual, for 
herself and for her child. Call 
Hope Pregnancy Center today at 
(979) 695-9193 to find out about 
volunteer opportunities and ways 
you can support them financially. 
Visit hopepregnancy.org for more 
information. 

Hope Pregnancy Center is 
located at 205 Brentwood Drive 
in College Station, open Monday 
through Friday. 

CAROL DODDS, HOPE PREGNANCY CENTER EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Hope Pregnancy Center 

205 Brentwood Drive • College Station 

979-695-9193 • hopepregnancy.org

Providing free and confidential services including pregnancy option peer counseling, pregnancy verification, ultrasound, 

parenting education, and material assistance

Hope Pregnancy Centers of Brazos Valley, Inc

Two Locations • One Mission

Honoring God, while meeting the needs 

of those facing crisis pregnancies.

Testing 4 U 

4112 E. 29th Street • Bryan  

979-695-9193 • testing4u-bcs.com

Providing free and confidential services including STI/STD Testing, Sexual Health Education and Post Abortion Recovery 

Gentle.  Compassionate.  Confidential.

Choose Hope.

Hope Pregnancy Center
205 Brentwood Drive • College Station
(979) 695-9193 • hopepregnancy.org

Providing pregnancy testing, pregnancy consultation, 
pregnancy verification, limited obstetrical ultrasound, 

parenting education and material assistance 
Free of Charge.
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Brazos Valley Foot Care
Keeping the Brazos Valley 
standing on two feet for more 
than 40 years.

Feet are the foundation for good health. 
Every tendon, bone, joint, muscle, and 
ligament in your feet and ankles work 
together to give your body support and 
stability. The six doctors who represent 
Brazos Valley Foot Care are highly 
specialized in providing comprehensive 
foot care from conservative routine care to 
the most complex foot and ankle surgeries 
when necessary. Their goal is to have 
their patients back on their feet as quickly 
as possible with same day appointments 
regularly available. Many common foot 
ailments, including ingrown toenails, warts, 
and heel pain, can be treated at the initial 
visit. Nearly all foot and ankle surgeries can 
be done on an outpatient basis with all the 
doctors staying up to date on all the latest 
advances and techniques. 

If your feet hurt...everything hurts.
Many people think that foot pain is part of 

life. At Brazos Valley Foot Care, 
they do not believe anyone 
has to suffer from foot pain or 
other related problems. Their 
doctors focus on effective 
conservative care first and 
foremost to provide relief by 
treating the root of the problem 
and not just treating the pain. 
Heel pain for example, is often 
treated by correcting gait issues 
with specialized orthotics, 
suggesting proper footwear 
and home therapy, as well 
as treating the inflammation to have the 
patient back on “pain-free” feet in no time. 
Foot deformities such as bunions and 
hammertoes are often treated surgically 
with minimal down time.

BVFC wants to be your choice 
for foot care.
Putting their patients first has been the 
cornerstone of Brazos Valley Foot Care 
since 1970. Their dedication to their 
patients has earned BVFC the accolades 
of Best Podiatrist in the Brazos Valley in 

both The Eagle’s Readers’ Choice Poll and 
The Best of the Brazos sixteen times in 
recent years. Over the past 20 years they 
have expanded their services throughout 
the Brazos Valley to meet the needs of 
the growing population. Brazos Valley 
Foot Care has full-time offices in College 
Station and Brenham. They also make 
weekly visits to clinics in Bellville, Caldwell, 
Columbus, Giddings, Groesbeck, Marlin, 
Mexia, and Navasota.

For more information or to make 
an appointment call (979) 776-6060 
or visit BrazosValleyFootCare.com.
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Most Insurance Companies Accepted 

BRAZOS VALLEY
FOOT CARE

Best of the Brazos Valley
2008-2011, 2013-2017

The Eagle Readers’ Choice
2007-2014, 2016-2017

Eduardo Orihuela, DPM
A & M Class of ’95

Robert G. Aguilar, DPM

Julie N. Albert, DPM
A & M Class of ’99

Brian T. Abbey, DPM

Tyler P. Kearney, DPM
A & M Class of ’03

WWW.BRAZOSVALLEYFOOTCARE.COM

(979) 776-6060
Se Habla Español Like us on Facebook

College Station, TX
3312 Longmire Dr.
(next to Liberty Dialysis)

Brenham, TX
637 Medical Pkwy.

(979) 836-2992

Christopher Correa, DPM

Same Day or Next Day 
Appointments Available
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SuperSlow Zone® System 
provides an accredited, 
high intensity, low force 
exercise strengthening 

protocol (method).

1602 Rock Prairie Road  •  Medical Plaza West - Suite 180  •  College Station, TX 77845
Telephone: (979) 693-6100  •  sszcsmedcenter.com

GET A HEALTHIER YOU, & STILL HAVE TIME FOR LIFE.
Exercise 1 to 2 times a week depending on your goals. Your knowledgeable, 
professional Instructor is, first and foremost, focused on your needs and results 
and the value this imparts to your life. Always on time, and always attentive, your 
Instructor helps you sustain maximum results and rewards in minimum time. 
Recapture valuable time to your life, peace of mind by taking care of yourself and 
greater enjoyment through increased strength, health and vitality. SuperSlow 
Zone® College Station.

   

SuperSlow Zone
Strength and 
Conditioning

As someone who goes on regular 
bike rides with friends, Greg Stiles is 
an active individual who needed an 
easy way to stay in shape, lose weight, 
and build up core strength. By using 
SuperSlow Zone and sticking with 
their quick and easy workouts, he 
finally found an enjoyable way to 
exercise. 

“When I first started, I was curious 
to know if I was actually improving 
because I never broke into a sweat 

during the workout,” Stiles says. 
“People started noticing a difference 
in me when I’d pass them up on the 
bike trail and that’s when I figured 
out I really was stronger from just the 
first three months.”

The workouts at SuperSlow Zone are 
centered around resistance machines 
and include various exercise that 
cover all of the different muscle 
groups. There is always a trainer 
going through the exercises with you 

and the possibilities of getting hurt 
are much lower, he adds. 

“It’s a great, positive experience 
and when I’m finished, I know I 
had a good workout because I don’t 
leave drenched in sweat,” he says. 
“For anyone that’s interested in 
staying physically fit, this workout 
is definitely the best bang for your 
buck!”

For more information about SuperSlow Zone,
visit sszcsmedcenter.com or call (979) 693-6100
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Cancer Clinic
From Best Oncologists To Super 
Doctors® The Cancer Clinic Is 
Your Choice For Award-Winning 
Cancer Care

Bryan College Station is truly fortunate 
to have the Cancer Clinic, comprised of 
Dr. Kumud Tripathy, Dr. Terry Jenkins, Dr. 
Erin Fleener, and Dr. Mark Floyd in the 
community. The doctors’ combined talents 
and reputation for working as an integrated 
care team are widely known. This 
complicated process involves constantly 
staying on the leading edge of cancer 
treatments and coordinating treatment 
with surgeons, radiation oncologists, and 
in-patient cancer facilities.

Collectively the skills of the four physicians 
have won many Top Doc awards including, 
most recently, the announcement that Dr. 
Fleener had won Best Oncologist in The 
Eagle Readers’ Choice Award for 2019. 
Three of the doctors have been voted 
to the Super Doctors list appearing in 
Texas Monthly magazine for several years 

running, and Dr. Kumud Tripathy was voted 
as a Top Three Cancer Doctor in The Eagle 
Readers’ Choice Awards Top Three.

Award-winning doctors, oncology certified 
nurses, and the convenience of a local 
on-site infusion center combined into a 
caring and uplifting environment all add up 

to the best choice for accessing top cancer 
doctors in the Brazos Valley.

You truly know that you are in the best 
possible place to face one of life’s greatest 
challenges. For more information, 
visit cancerclinic.com or call  
(979) 776-2000.
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Terry Jenkins, M.D.  Erin Fleener, M.D.  Mark Floyd, M.D. 

Best Oncologists to Super Doctors ®

AWARD WINNING
CANCER CARE

 Kumud Tripathy, M.D.

 Providers at CHI St. Joseph, The Med, and Scott & White Healthplan

DR. KUMUD TRIPATHY
WINNER, TEXAS MONTHLY
“TEXAS SUPER DOCTOR” 2018
2018-2010 WINNER
Texas Monthly “Texas Super Doctor”

2018 Best Top 3; 2011,2007 WINNER
The Eagle’s Reader’s Choice Award

DR. ERIN FLEENER
VOTED BEST ONCOLOGIST 2019
2019, 2018, 2017, 2009 WINNER
The Eagle’s Reader’s Choice Award

2018-2015 WINNER
Texas Monthly “Texas Super Doctor”

2014-2012 WINNER
Texas Monthly “Texas Rising Star”

2019, 2018 Top Doctor, TX Top Docs

DR. TERRY JENKINS
WINNER, TEXAS MONTHLY
“TEXAS SUPER DOCTOR” 2018
2019 LEGACY MEMBER HALL OF FAME
Texas Monthly “Texas Super Doctor”

2018-2004 WINNER
Texas Monthly “Texas Super Doctor”

2011, 2008 WINNER
The Eagle’s Reader’s Choice Award

cancerclinic.com • 979.776.2000
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Isle at Watercrest
A Way of Life Designed 
for You

Experience the warmth, 
elegance, and opportunities that 
await you at Isle at Watercrest 
Bryan. Customized levels of 
care, at-your-service amenities, 
a way of life designed for your 
pleasure… Once you experience 
the resort lifestyle of Isle at 
Watercrest — Bryan, you’ll never 
want to leave, and you won’t have 
to, even if your health care needs 
change. Isle at Watercrest offers 
the area’s only full continuum of 
services — Independent Living, 
Assisted Living, and Extended 
Care — with all their care 
neighborhoods in one connected 
building. You or your loved one 
can remain near each other, 
despite different medical needs. 

Perhaps the most unique aspect 
of the Isle at Watercrest Bryan 

is Signature Care — Extended 
Care, an innovative Assisted Living 
support program unique to the 
Watercrest Brand offering the 
highest level of Assisted Living 
care provided in the state of Texas. 
Signature Care is a new holistic 
program allowing residents to 
continue thriving in residential 
environments while receiving 
comprehensive and personalized 
levels of care. Extended care 
services and amenities include: 
medication management 
(including sliding scale insulin), 
nutritional services (including 
specialized and/or mechanically 
altered diets), and therapeutic 
activities provided by licensed 
therapy teams. Respite stays are 
also available, so call the Isle at 
Watercrest today to schedule your 
complimentary tour!

For more information, visit 
WatercrestBryan.com or 
call (979) 213-4176.
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BRYAN

Assisted Living and Extended Care

At the Isle at Watercrest Bryan, your loved 
one is a member of our family. And like 
family, we ensure our residents are given the 
extraordinary care they deserve. They’ll 

never feel far from home. 

4091 Eastchester Drive, Bryan, TX 77802 • (979) 213-4176 • www.WatercrestBryan.com

For more information, contact:
(979) 213-4176

#104683

Close To Home.
Far From Ordinary.
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White Elm Day Spa
Renew, Relax, Recharge

White Elm Day Spa is the ideal wellness 
center to achieve balance, quiet the mind, 
heal the body, and renew the spirit. White 
Elm focuses on complete wellness, 
creating beauty, and finding balance from 
the inside out. 

As a full-service day spa, White Elm has an 
extensive list of treatments including: facial 
and skin therapies, massage therapies, 
wraps, scrubs and detoxifying body 

treatments, acupuncture, micro-needling, 
yoga and wellness programs, and hair 
removal. Their professional team of talented 
therapists customize each treatment to suit 
client needs. 

Frequent and consistent visits are the 
key elements to maximize results. Series 
and customized membership options are 
available and include special member 
promotions, retail discounts, and much 
more. 

A private event room, ideal for group events 
like girlfriend retreats, bridal events, or 
personal use, is available. White Elm even 
offers special spa day packages. Moreover, 
several wellness programs including 
restorative yoga, esoteric yoga, and mind-
body classes are available for private and/
or group lessons.

White Elm’s therapists are talented, 
experienced, and use state-of-the-art 
wellness techniques and equipment. White 
Elm Day Spa is the essential retreat to 
renew, relax, and recharge.

For more information, visit 
whiteelmdayspa.com or call  
(979) 575-9292.
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White Elm Day Spa focuses on complete wellness, for both body and mind, helping our 
clients achieve balance, quiet the mind, heal the body, and renew the spirit.

We have a range of services which include facials & skin therapies, massage therapies, 
wraps, scrubs and detoxifying body treatments, waxing & sugaring treatments, 
nail services, yoga & wellness programs, acupuncture and more. We also have 

a private room ideal for group events, like girlfriend retreats, bridal events, 
or for personal use during our full day spa services.

Our therapists are talented, experienced, and use state of the art wellness techniques. 
White Elm Day Spa provides personal wellness and membership plans customized to our 
clients’ needs. Contact us for more info on how we can help you create a wellness plan.

New Location
in South College Station

Coming Soon!
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SuperSlow Zone
Healthy Slimming 
Program

Looking for a way to look slimmer and feel less bloated 
can prove to be a difficult task, but with SuperSlow Zone 
Healthy Slimming program, you can have two inches lost 
after just one treatment session. Carol Kapella has been 
working with the fat-loss and cellulite-treatment program 
as a certified technician since December 2018. 

“The UltraSlim red light we use tricks your body into 
opening up temporary transitional pores and fat cells, 
and it shrinks them,” she says. “Your body goes through 
its regular detox processes and leaves your skin looking 
younger, firmer, and smoother.”

 The process lasts about an hour, including 32 
minutes of light treatment on all sides of the body, 
resulting in an immediate two inches lost. Kapella adds 
that this process acts as a jump start to healthy eating and 
dieting and will help you get rid of weight that’s harder to 
target with regular exercise. 

 “It’s completely non-invasive and the safest body 
contouring program out there because it’s painless and 
the light can’t burn you,” she adds. “It’s FDA-cleared for 
fat loss and about as risky as a tongue depressor!” 

For more information about SuperSlowZone Healthy Slimming Program, 
Visit www.superslowzone.com/collegestation or call (979) 693-6100
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Our Inpatient Facility, located  
in Bryan, has spacious, private rooms 
to support short-term patient stays 
and embrace loved ones. Patients 
receive 24-hour specialized care  

for all aspects of life—including active 
treatment, frequent assessment,  

and skilled interventions.  
Care is delivered by certified hospice 
healthcare professionals in a peaceful 
setting. As a non-profit, community-

based, and community supported 
hospice organization, Hospice  
Brazos Valley helps patients  
and their loved ones reclaim  

the hope and strength that can  
be hidden in fear and uncertainty.

Bryan | Brenham | La Grange
& Inpatient Facility

1-800-824-2326
hospicebrazosvalley.org

Comfort is our Specialty.
Trust is our Promise.

Hospice 
Brazos Valley

ComfortKeepers.com
©2015 CK Franchising, Inc. • Most offices independently owned and operated.

Comfort Keepers® provides in-home care services that help 
seniors and others live safe, happy and independent lives in 
the comfort of their own homes.

SERVICES
• Companion Care • Light Housekeeping

• Personal Care  • In-Home Safety Solutions

Care  
That’s At Home,  

Wherever You Live.

Contact Us Today

(979) 764-3076
244 Southwest Parkway East

College Station, TX 77840

Comfort Keepers
Comforting Solutions for  
In-Home Care

At Comfort Keepers, the mission is to 
provide clients with the highest level 
quality of life that is achievable. Comfort 
Keepers is able to accomplish this 
mission by treating clients with the dignity 
and respect they deserve, as though the 
client was being cared for by members of 
their own family. 

This level of outstanding in-home care 

is made possible by employing the very 
highest caliber of Comfort Keepers. With 
thorough screening, extensive training, and 
close supervision of the best staff of caring 
individuals available, Comfort Keepers is 
able to provide the very best care for your 
family member.

When you need care for a 
loved one, you can trust the 
compassionate staff at Comfort 
Keepers. For more information, 
call (979) 764-3076 or visit 
comfortkeepers.com.

@
In
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V

SOCIAL GRACES

InsiteBrazosValley.com
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Watercrest at 
Bryan

Luxury Independent 
Living Retirement 
Community

Experience the warmth, 
elegance, and opportunities 
that await you at Watercrest at 
Bryan, a luxury independent 
living retirement community 
located in the heart of Bryan. 
Watercrest is dedicated to 
creating a friendly and hassle-
free living environment where 
residents can enjoy all the 
benefits of a safe, luxurious, 
and active lifestyle.

Watercrest is a truly unique 
place where you can live 
life on your terms, while 
knowing there is no higher 
standard than the incredible 
services and amenities 
offered. At the Watercrest 
community, you’ll enjoy a 

balance of comfort, flexibility, 
and practicality as you tailor 
their services around your 
individual needs and desires. 
Choose between different 
meal plans, housekeeping 
options, garages, and 
storages, or treat yourself 
to the inclusive Signature 
Lifestyle program. Whether 
you’d like to engage in the 
endless activities or relax 
and kick your feet up in your 
spacious apartment home, 
Watercrest empowers you to 
enjoy your best years in your 
own unique way. 

Experience the difference. 
Schedule a time to visit today 
to learn what the Watercrest 
lifestyle is all about and to join 
the growing wait list.

For more information 
about Watercrest, call 
(979) 703-7088 or visit 
WatercrestBryan.com.
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With customizable lifestyle options, endless activities, and a variety of residence
options, Watercrest at Bryan allows you to tailor your dream retirement lifestyle.

Start your adventure today!    (979) 703-7088     www.WatercrestBryan.com

YOUR RETIREMENT.

3801 E. Crest Dr., Bryan, Texas 77802Watercrest at Bryan

BRYAN
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Laser Answering Service
24/7 Live Answering Service

The goal at Laser Answering Service is to answer your calls in a 
friendly, professional manner when you can’t or do not want to.

Why you should choose Laser Answering Service:

• 24/7 live telephone answering service 
• Family owned and operated
• Friendly, professional staff
• HIPAA compliant
• Appointment scheduling
• After-hours and lunch coverage
• Property maintenance coverage
• Office call messages dispatched by email, text, fax, or  
 patching
• Plans for less than $3 a day

• No long-term contract required

Laser Answering Service is accredited with the BBB and  
a Member of B/CS Apartment Association, B/CS Chamber of 
Commerce, and supports The Bryan Rotary Club and The Junior 
League of B/CS.

For more information about Laser Answering Service, 
call (979) 775-4800 or visit laseranswering.com. They 
are located at 2405 Texas Ave South, Suite 306 in 
College Station.

Hospice Brazos Valley
Meet Hospice Brazos Valley’s  
Associate Medical Director

Hospice Brazos Valley is the only local, 
nonprofit hospice providing high-quality, 
patient-centered care. HBV has served 
the Brazos Valley since 1989 and in those 
29 years has cared for more than 16,000 
people. HBV prides itself on providing the 
best hospice and palliative care possible.  

An integral member of the care team is 
HBV’s Associate Medical Director Dr. 
Steven Higginbotham, affectionately known 
as “Dr. H.”

Dr. Higginbotham practiced at Brazos 
Physicians Group as a family medicine 
physician, and shortly after, started his 
career in hospice. He also practiced family 
medicine at Baylor Scott and White. Dr. 
Higginbotham became HBV’s fulltime 
associate medical director in 2015. His kind 
and compassionate approach to medicine 
supports hospice patients during their 
end-of-life journey. When asked about 
delivering care he states, “The best part of 

being a doctor is 
being able to step 
into people’s lives 
at a critical time to 
offer comfort and 
relief from their 
struggles. Hospice 
is my passion and 
my calling.”

Dr. Higginbotham 
spends most days 
seeing patients at 
HBV’s inpatient 
facility, seeing 
patients at home 
on HBV’s hospice 
and palliative care 
programs, and 
discussing with 
nurses and other 
hospice staff how 
to best optimize 
medical care for patients and their families.

Hospice Brazos Valley is distinguished in 
having a full-time, physician-led inpatient 
facility, hospice, and palliative care 

program. They welcome the invitation to 
serve. “Comfort is our Specialty. Trust is 
our Promise.”

For more information, visit 
hospicebrazosvalley.org.
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Available 24/7 Laser Answering Service
Locally Owned and Operated

No long term contracts
Plans available for less than $3.00 per day

We are friendly and professional!

979-775-4800
www.laseranswering.com

Get Your FREEDOM BACK!
Let Us Answer Your Calls When You Can't!

ANSWERING SERVICE
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bone health

PROVEN TECHNOLOGY 
RESULTING IN IMPROVEMENT, 

STOPPING OR SLOWING 
DOWN OF OSTEOPENIA AND 

OSTEOPOROSIS!
• Non Drug
•	 Certified	Medical	Device
•	 Physician	Endorsed
•	 Affordable
•	 15	Minute	Session

1 X WEEKLY
Together, in just 15 minutes a week, you'll stimulate your body's natural bone 
generation process based on the science of Wolff's Law. SuperSlow Zone 
College Station. sbhcollegestation.com 

1602	Rock	Prairie	Road,	Medical	Plaza	West	-	Suite	180
College	Station,	TX	77845
(979)	693-6100		•		sbhcollegestation.com

Strong Bone Health
Strong Bones, Strong Body.

As a retired nutritionist, Dawn Blaschke, knows the importance 
of a healthy diet and regular exercise. She admits she is older than 50 
and had tailored her diet and exercise regimen to ensure good bone 
health, but after a bone scan in June of 2016, it became clear that diet 
and exercise were not enough to prevent bone decay. Her physician 
called her into his office to discuss the results. “I remember thinking, 
‘This can’t be good. They never call you in to tell you good news,’” 
Dawn recalls. 

Dawn’s initial thought was right. The doctor informed her 
that she was at risk of fracturing her right hip and recommended 
she start taking bone strengthening medication. Dawn read up on 
both hip fractures and the medication. She learned that 24 percent 
of people who fracture their hip die within a year, and the potential 
side effects of the medication include fractures of the femur and 
jaw bone decay. Dawn didn’t like the idea of fracturing her hip nor 

risking the side effect of the drug, so she talked to her doctor about 
trying a new program, SuperSlow Zone’s® Strong Bone Health. Her 
doctor agreed to let her try the program but warned that she would 
have to start taking the medication if she didn’t show improvement 
in her next scan. 

Her most recent bone scan showed that Dawn’s bone density in 
her hip and spine have increased to a healthy level. “The doctor told 
me that whatever I was doing, I needed to keep doing it,” Dawn says. 
“I’m a Strong Bone Health participant for life now.”

In addition to great results, Dawn says she goes back to 
SuperSlow Zone® because it is enjoyable. She goes once a week for 
a 15-minute session. She has a personal coach who makes sure she 
is getting the most out of each activity. “She has become my good 
friend,” Dawn says. “I have a cheerleader right there saying, ‘Come 
on, you can do this!’”

For more information about the New Strong Bone Health 
program, visit sbhcollegestation.com or call (979) 693-6199



A SPIRIT CAN NE’ER BE TOLD
20th Anniversary of Bonfire Collapse

By PAIGE BRAZIL

Twelve lives are lost, the campus 
community is in mourning, and people 

are questioning what caused the accident. 
At 2:42 a.m. on the morning of Nov. 18, 

1999, the bottom stack of the Texas A&M 
University bonfire started to crack like 
loose wooden floor boards in an old home. 
The entire stack was made out of 18-foot 
logs that were wired together so they 
stood perpendicular to the ground around 
a center-pole base. The logs began to lean 
southeast. Each layer of logs rested on the 
one below it, so when the bottom layer 
began to shift, the entire stack of logs 
began to fall.

The collapse of Bonfire in 1999 left the 
Texas A&M community shattered and the 
emotional turmoil of the accident was felt 
by people everywhere. A long-standing 
tradition at Texas A&M would be forever 
changed after that moment.

On Nov. 18, 1907, a group of Texas 
Aggies created the first bonfire out of 
scraps and debris, following a football 
win against the Tulane Green Wave. That 
night, a timeless tradition took root and 
became a staple for generations of future 
Aggies. Bonfire officially moved to campus 
in 1909, but it was not until 1919 when 
the burning of Bonfire symbolized the 
upcoming football game between Texas 
A&M and their rival, The University of 
Texas, or “t.u.” 

“The Fightin’ Texas Aggie Bonfire 
has symbolized every Aggie’s ‘burning 
desire’ to beat the University of Texas 
in football,” according to the Bonfire 
Memorial website. Attracting thousands of 

people each year to watch it burn, Bonfire 
has become a symbol of the spirit and 
camaraderie of Aggieland. 

In 1935, the university made 
Bonfire a school-sanctioned event and 
the university began providing tools, 
materials, and land resources for Bonfire. 
“Bonfire burned each year through 1998, 
with the exception of 1963,” according 
to the Bonfire Memorial website. “That 
year Bonfire was built but torn down in a 
tribute to President John F. Kennedy who 
was assassinated on Nov. 22,1963. The 
second time in [Texas] A&M’s history that 
Bonfire did not burn was almost exactly 
92 years after the first Bonfire due to its 
collapse on Nov. 18, 1999, at 2:42 a.m. The 
collapse claimed the lives of 12 Aggies and 
injured 27 others.” 

Five years after the collapse in 1999, 
the Bonfire Memorial was dedicated 
in the exact location of the fall and 
commemorates the Aggies who lost their 
lives that night. “The Bonfire Memorial 
embodies many layers of meaning 
associated with the Aggie Spirit — a 
deep sense of belonging, a strong spirit of 
teamwork and leadership, and an enduring 
sense of tradition that unites thousands,” 
according to the Bonfire Memorial website. 
“The Bonfire Memorial celebrates the 
tradition, history, and spirit of Texas A&M 
and the dedication of those involved in the 
tragic collapse of the 1999 Bonfire.”

The Bonfire Memorial is comprised 
of three design elements to unite past, 
present, and future Aggies. The first 
element is the Tradition Plaza, which 

marks the entrance to the memorial. 
There are two walls within Tradition 
Plaza, the Spirit Wall and the Last Corps 
Trip Wall. The Spirit Wall separates the 
memorial from the outside world, creating 
a more intimate experience inside the 
memorial. The Last Corps Trip Wall 
depicts the poem that is traditionally read 
before each Bonfire burn. 

The next design element is the History 
Walk. The History Walk details the 
history of Bonfire, 90 years prior to the 
collapse in 1999. The timeline is made 
of granite and has 89 stones that are 
arranged in a line. The first stone begins 
with 1909 and symbolizes the first year 
that Bonfire was burned on campus. 
There is a notch in each stone that holds 
an amber light to remember the glow of 
Bonfire each November. There is a break 
in the timeline in 1963 to commemorate 
the assassination of President John F. 
Kennedy, which was the only year, aside 
from the collapse in 1999, that Bonfire 
did not burn. Three prior Bonfire-related 
deaths are also marked on the timeline in 
the years in which they occurred. 

The third and final design element 
is the Spirit Ring. The Spirit Ring 
surrounds the area of the 1999 Bonfire. 
There are 12 portals dedicated to each 
victim of the collapse and the portals 
face the hometown of the victim it is 
commemorating. There is a space within 
each portal designed to be stepped into 
in order to signify filling the void left 
behind by one of the 12 Aggies lost, thus 
symbolically embodying the 12th Man. 

PHOTOS BY DION MCINNIS
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There are 27 bronze stones that represent 
the injured persons. These stones are 
placed in between the 12 portals to 
connect them and complete the circle. 

“For Aggies who participated in 
Bonfire, the meaning and power of 
the Aggie Spirit is understood. The 
Bonfire Memorial seeks to share 
that understanding with respect, 
remembrance, and spirit,” according to 
the website.

This year marks the 20th anniversary 
of the Bonfire collapse and a monumental 
period of Aggie history. Bonfire still 
burns to this day through the dedication 
and spirit of Student Bonfire and is held 
off-campus, as Bonfire is no longer a 
university-sanctioned event.  

There are many levels of leadership 
ranks within Student Bonfire. A Redpot 
was historically the top rank in Bonfire, 
and the same legacy of the Redpots 
continues with Student Bonfire. 

“Student Bonfire is the physical 
manifestation of the love and burning 
passion we have for one another and for 
our university,” former Redpot Brian 
Okosun says. “Student Bonfire, to me, is 
the truest form of Aggie spirit and there’s 
no other tradition like it. I will help to 
make sure this tradition lives on for the 
memory of the 12. It means much more 
than I can ever explain.”

As the 20th anniversary of Bonfire 
collapse approaches, former student and 
Bonfire member Dion McInnis remembers 
the emotional turmoil that affected the 
Texas A&M community following the 
collapse of Bonfire. 

“I was born and raised in Texas, but I 
moved to New Mexico my junior year of 
high school,” says McInnis. “Still, though, I 

already knew I was going to A&M and that 
I wanted to be a part of Bonfire.” 

McInnis was accepted to Texas A&M 
for the fall 1999 semester but was unable 
to attend right away due to out-of-state 
tuition costs. “I decided I would work, 
save some money, and take classes at a 
smaller school in New Mexico in the hope 
of receiving a scholarship,” says McInnis. 
“I would take a little time and apply again 
when I was ready.” 

McInnis did not attend Texas A&M 
in the fall of 1999 and that has been a 
decision that has followed him since. 

“I’m going to wrestle with this forever,” 
says McInnis. “My mother woke me up on 
the morning of the 18th and told me to 
try and get ahold of my buddies because 
something had happened. I spent that 
whole day trying to get ahold of them. 
I was finally able to reach one of their 
parents and found out that my buddies 
were alright. That’s when it hit me.” From 
that moment on, McInnis began to not take 
anything for granted. McInnis attended 
Texas A&M in the spring of 2000 and was 
part of building the first Bonfire stacks 
off-campus. McInnis also helped paved the 
road for Student Bonfire that many Texas 
A&M students walk now. 

Today, McInnis serves on the Board of 
Directors for Bonfire, advising students 
on leadership, strategy, operations, etc. 
Through this position, he hopes to keep 
the legacy of Bonfire strong by never 
forgetting the impact of the tradition on 
him and aspiring to make a difference for 
future generations of Aggies. 

“I’m always going to feel like I’m not 
allowed to feel anything because I wasn’t 
there,” says McInnis. “I think for me I am 
mostly proud of the students, at what the 
students have done. You come to A&M for 

the experience, to get an education outside 
the classroom. There is no better place to 
get that than at Bonfire.”

Both the Bonfire Memorial and off-
campus bonfire reflect the foundation and 
the passion that comes from being a part 
of the Texas A&M family.

“Texas A&M is built on pride, fortitude, 
integrity, and resilience,” says McInnis. 
“Every former student loves and cherishes 
the traditions still being kept alive. All of 
these things that are still held dear, that 
people still protect with a fiery passion, 
that fire is coming from somewhere, and 
that fire is bonfire.” i

13th Man: A Bonfire Documentary

The collapse of Bonfire affected people outside 
of the Texas A&M community as well and has 
served as a source of inspiration to keep the 
spirit alive. The Bonfire Memorial inspired 
Charlie Minn, a film director and producer, to 
create a documentary about the collapse. 

“I was a guest speaker at A&M back in 2011 
and students were encouraging me to make 
the documentary back then. Some of them 
even escorted me to the memorial so I could 
take it all in,” says Minn. “Since this tradition 
hasn’t been on campus for 20 years now, 
things tend to fade over time. A film like this 
will inform, educate and remind people of all 
the fallen Aggies whose voices should never 
be forgotten.” 

For more information regarding the film, 
including show times and locations, visit 
13thmanfilm.com. 

40  INSITE August 2019

700 University Dr. E Ste. 108  www.bhhscaliber.com
College Station, TX 77840 979.694.8844

© 2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BFF Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathawy HomeServices and 
the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Trey Thurmond
Broker

Director of Commercial Sales

Susie Trafton
Director of 

Residential Sales

Susan Reed
Director of HOA

Mary Derkowski
Director of Property 

Management

PROUD TO BE A PART OF THE

No. 1 BROKERAGE 
NATIONWIDE
HOMESERVICES OF AMERICA, INC.



click www.insitebrazosvalley.com  41

700 University Dr. E Ste. 108  www.bhhscaliber.com
College Station, TX 77840 979.694.8844

© 2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BFF Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathawy HomeServices and 
the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Trey Thurmond
Broker

Director of Commercial Sales

Susie Trafton
Director of 

Residential Sales

Susan Reed
Director of HOA

Mary Derkowski
Director of Property 

Management

PROUD TO BE A PART OF THE

No. 1 BROKERAGE 
NATIONWIDE
HOMESERVICES OF AMERICA, INC.



ENHANSING THE EXPERIENCE
Texas A&M Expands Alcohol Availability at Kyle Field

Courtesy of TEXAS A&M ATHLETICS

Texas A&M University is expanding the 
availability for the purchase of beer 

and wine to the general public at Kyle 
Field starting this fall.

The plan follows a recently announced 
decision by the Southeastern Conference 
to allow the sale of beer and wine in public 
areas during college athletic events.

Texas A&M’s implementation plan will 
comply with SEC alcohol management 
expectations, University policy, and state 
and local regulations governing alcohol 
sales and consumption.

Beginning this fall, a variety of 
domestic and imported beer and a 
selection of wine will be available for 
purchase to the general public until the 
end of the third quarter.

“This is another way we are enhancing 
the amenities at Kyle Field,” Former 
Interim Director of Athletics and current 
Senior Advisor to the President R.C. 
Slocum says. “We are extending the 

availability of alcohol beyond the premium 
areas, which have had this option for 
many years. Fans, 21 and older, will have 
the option to purchase alcohol, regardless 
of seating area.

Adds Athletic Director, Ross Bjork, 
“I’m grateful to R.C. Slocum for his 
involvement and guidance during this the 
time of transition. We will stay focused on 
providing an exceptional game experience 
for all fans.”

In the past, SEC athletics programs 
have been prohibited from selling alcohol 
in public areas of SEC athletics venues. 
The new policy does not impact the type 
of service in suites, clubs, or privately 
leased areas where alcohol was already 
allowed under SEC rules.

The new policy was adopted by SEC 
presidents and chancellors this spring. 
It requires institutions to designate 
stationary sales locations and prohibits 
sales by vendors in seating areas. It also 

limits the number of alcoholic beverages 
purchased per transaction.

“Our policy governing alcohol sales 
has been a source of considerable 
discussion and respectful debate 
among our member universities in 
recent years,” says SEC Commissioner 
Greg Sankey. “We are committed as a 
conference to ensuring that all changes 
in policy are implemented in ways that 
respect and sustain the traditions that 
make the SEC game-day experience 
exceptional for all attendees.”

A campaign encouraging 
“responsibility” is in development and 
will include components that speak to 
students and fans who attend games at 
Kyle Field. Additionally, no alcohol will be 
made available near the student sections 
on decks two and three of Kyle Field.

Expansion of alcohol sales at additional 
Texas A&M athletics venues will be 
determined at a later date. i
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5
AT THE RELLIS CAMPUS
3100 TX-47, BRYAN, TX

SAVE THE 
DATE TO 
MEET YOUR 
NEIGHBORS.

A 75-year legacy of innovation 
exists on the nearly 2,000-acre 

tract of land, which served 
as the Bryan Army Air 

Field during World War II. 
During wartime service the 

post specialized in developing 
instrument-only flight training.

In the mid-eighteenth century, 
the Alamo, a Spanish mission, 
was built on the San Antonio 

River. It would become the site 
of the most historical battle in 

Texas. Today, the Conservation 
Research Laboratory has 

conserved nine cannons from 
the historical site.

The Automated Fabrication 
and Design Lab provides space 

for students to design and 
construct projects, like mobile 
medical units to help provide 

specialty care not typically 
available in impoverished 

housing settlements along the 
Texas Border.

Developing innovative 
autonomous systems using 
unmanned aircraft systems, 

the Texas A&M Engineering 
Experiment Station is 

enabling important civil and 
public uses of UAS, such as 
infrastructure assessment, 
precision agriculture and 

humanitarian relief. 

More than 50 years of safety 
research, 4,000 full-scale crash 
tests, 40 tons of truck brought 
to a screeching halt—Research 
performed at the Texas A&M 
Transportations Institute’s 
Proving Grounds saves lives.

Robotic combat vehicles will 
reduce the risk to soldiers on 
the battlefield daily. The next 
generation of robotic combat 

vehicles will feature technology 
that has been tested and 
evaluated on site by the  

Army Futures Command. 

Honey bees are a vital part 
of the agricultural industry 

in Texas and nationwide, and 
provide billions of dollars 
in added value to crops. 

Established in the early 1900’s, 
The Texas Apiary Inspection 

Service helps to ensure  
the health and safety of  

the industry.

Tactical response teams and 
public safety bomb squads 

receive advanced explosives 
and ordnance training through 
the Texas A&M Engineering 
Extension Service. The first 

and only certified civilian course 
provides hands-on training 
in detection, identification, 
disposal and much more.

WHAT IS 
THE RELLIS 
CAMPUS? 

YES TO ALL OF IT, 
AND MORE!

MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS AT THE RELLIS CAMPUS

Isn’t it where Texas A&M research happens?
Wasn’t it an Army airbase during WWII? 
Are bachelor’s degrees offered there?
Is the Blinn College District involved?
Can people earn workforce certifications?
Are outside innovators welcome?

SAVE THE DATE
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5 | 2 P.M.–8 P.M.

AT THE RELLIS CAMPUS
3100 TX-47, Bryan, TX

FOR A GREAT TIME
FUN  ENTERTAINMENT  FOOD  FIREWORKS

Facebook.com/tamusRELLIS

LET US KNOW YOU ARE COMING. 
RSVP TO THE EVENT ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE.

An innovative education 
experience calls the campus 
home. Over 30 associate and 
bachelor’s degree programs 
are offered through unique 
partnerships with the Blinn 
College District and Texas 

A&M System regional 
universities.

Over 200 workforce training 
courses and opportunities are 

available, including the lineman 
academy, pest control training 
and many more via four Texas 
A&M System agencies and the 

Blinn College District.



click www.insitebrazosvalley.com  45

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5
AT THE RELLIS CAMPUS
3100 TX-47, BRYAN, TX

SAVE THE 
DATE TO 
MEET YOUR 
NEIGHBORS.

A 75-year legacy of innovation 
exists on the nearly 2,000-acre 

tract of land, which served 
as the Bryan Army Air 

Field during World War II. 
During wartime service the 

post specialized in developing 
instrument-only flight training.

In the mid-eighteenth century, 
the Alamo, a Spanish mission, 
was built on the San Antonio 

River. It would become the site 
of the most historical battle in 

Texas. Today, the Conservation 
Research Laboratory has 

conserved nine cannons from 
the historical site.

The Automated Fabrication 
and Design Lab provides space 

for students to design and 
construct projects, like mobile 
medical units to help provide 

specialty care not typically 
available in impoverished 

housing settlements along the 
Texas Border.

Developing innovative 
autonomous systems using 
unmanned aircraft systems, 

the Texas A&M Engineering 
Experiment Station is 

enabling important civil and 
public uses of UAS, such as 
infrastructure assessment, 
precision agriculture and 

humanitarian relief. 

More than 50 years of safety 
research, 4,000 full-scale crash 
tests, 40 tons of truck brought 
to a screeching halt—Research 
performed at the Texas A&M 
Transportations Institute’s 
Proving Grounds saves lives.

Robotic combat vehicles will 
reduce the risk to soldiers on 
the battlefield daily. The next 
generation of robotic combat 

vehicles will feature technology 
that has been tested and 
evaluated on site by the  

Army Futures Command. 

Honey bees are a vital part 
of the agricultural industry 

in Texas and nationwide, and 
provide billions of dollars 
in added value to crops. 

Established in the early 1900’s, 
The Texas Apiary Inspection 

Service helps to ensure  
the health and safety of  

the industry.

Tactical response teams and 
public safety bomb squads 

receive advanced explosives 
and ordnance training through 
the Texas A&M Engineering 
Extension Service. The first 

and only certified civilian course 
provides hands-on training 
in detection, identification, 
disposal and much more.

WHAT IS 
THE RELLIS 
CAMPUS? 

YES TO ALL OF IT, 
AND MORE!

MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS AT THE RELLIS CAMPUS

Isn’t it where Texas A&M research happens?
Wasn’t it an Army airbase during WWII? 
Are bachelor’s degrees offered there?
Is the Blinn College District involved?
Can people earn workforce certifications?
Are outside innovators welcome?

SAVE THE DATE
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5 | 2 P.M.–8 P.M.

AT THE RELLIS CAMPUS
3100 TX-47, Bryan, TX

FOR A GREAT TIME
FUN  ENTERTAINMENT  FOOD  FIREWORKS

Facebook.com/tamusRELLIS

LET US KNOW YOU ARE COMING. 
RSVP TO THE EVENT ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE.

An innovative education 
experience calls the campus 
home. Over 30 associate and 
bachelor’s degree programs 
are offered through unique 
partnerships with the Blinn 
College District and Texas 

A&M System regional 
universities.

Over 200 workforce training 
courses and opportunities are 

available, including the lineman 
academy, pest control training 
and many more via four Texas 
A&M System agencies and the 

Blinn College District.



THE HISTORY OF KYLE FIELD
Growing a Stadium Since 1905

By RACHEL KNIGHT

Kyle Field has roots that run much 
deeper than the grass the Aggie 

football team plays on today. The stadium 
seats more than 100,000 people now, but 
originally seated 500 on wooden bleachers 
paid for and built by the facility’s namesake 
with the help of a few students.

The “Home of the 12th Man” was 
originally home to more sports than just 
football. Today, the facility serves as a 
gathering place for Aggies from across 
the globe and towers over campus as 
an emblem of the University’s culture, 
traditions, and core values. 

Before Kyle Field was built in 1905, all 
home football games were played on the 
drill fields at the military school, according 
to a pamphlet titled The Contribution of 
Edwin Jackson Kyle to the Development of 
the Athletic Program at the Agricultural 
and Mechanical College of Texas.

“As there were no seats, people stood 
or sat in buggies,” the pamphlet reads. 
“The ‘hat was passed’ during the games 

and people gave what they pleased. This 
resulted of course in meager financial 
support of athletics. The lack of finances 
made it difficult to equip teams properly, 
to secure coaches, and to schedule games 
with the best colleges. These limitations 
naturally had an unfavorable effect on the 
student body.”

Edwin Jackson Kyle saw great potential 
in athletics, despite the fact that this 
was an uncommon opinion among the 
faculty. He first came to Texas A&M 
as a sophomore in 1896, two years 
after the first Aggie football team was 
drafted. As a student, Kyle was a ranking 
senior military officer, president of his 
class, president of the Y.M.C.A., and 
valedictorian his senior year. He is the 
only student to ever serve as Commandant 
while still a student. He graduated from 
Texas A&M in 1899, and then obtained 
two more degrees from Cornell University. 
He returned to Texas A&M as an 
instructor in horticulture in 1902.

Kyle was assigned a large amount of land 
on campus for his horticulture research, 
according to the pamphlet. He didn’t need 
all of the land for his crops, so he used 
barbed wire to fence off a portion to build 
an athletics facility. 

Realizing a barbed wire fence was 
not satisfactory, Kyle purchased lumber 
and posts for fencing the field on an open 
account from G.S. Parker of Bryan. When 
the fence was complete, it was time to 
tackle the task of adding seating to the 
facility. Kyle purchased lumber to build 
two bleachers with a seating capacity of 
500. Once the athletic field was fenced and 
bleachers were erected, work began to 
get the grounds in shape. The first game 
played on the field was a baseball game. 
As the only athletic facility on campus, 
Kyle Field originally served as a football 
field, baseball field, and track facility. The 
field was christened by the student body 
the year after it was built in the chapel on 
campus after the football team beat Baylor 
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17 to 5 in the first game they played at 
Kyle Field. 

In addition to building Kyle Field, Kyle 
is responsible for bringing the highly 
anticipated Texas A&M vs. t.u. (Aggies’ 
name for the University of Texas) game 
to College Station. After the 1908 game 
played on Thanksgiving, Kyle told t.u. 
authorities that Texas A&M would not play 
again in Austin until they agreed to play 
every other year in College Station. The 
final compromise resulted in the 1909 
Thanksgiving game being played in Austin 
and the 1910 and 1911 Thanksgiving 
games being played in Houston, with 
subsequent annual Thanksgiving games 
being played in College Station and Austin 
on alternate years. 

Once the deal was made, Kyle 
purchased covered grandstands from the 
Bryan Fair Association, using his personal 
funds. Luckily, the two t.u. games played 
in 1909 earned Texas A&M $2,500 each. 
In the pamphlet, Otto Eversburt, student 
manager, says this income allowed the 
athletics department to pay off their 
outstanding debts, and relieved Kyle of 
personal responsibility on notes for the 
first time in several years.

The college’s yearbook reported the 
facilities growth with great pride in 1911. 
“In Kyle Field we have one of the largest 
and one of the best equipped Athletic 
Fields in the South,” the yearbook says. 
“It is 600 ft. in width, 750 ft. in length, 
and contains a large grandstand, and two 
sections of bleachers, capable of seating 
several thousand people; contains a 
quarter mile cinder track and an excellent 
200-yard straightway. Underneath the 
grandstand are dressing rooms equipped 
with hot and cold showers, individual 
lockers, electric lights, rubbing boards, 
and all conveniences.”

In 1927, the first section of the first 
concrete stadium at Kyle Field was built 
for $76,718.84 under the businesses 
management of James Sullivan. The second 
section was built in 1929 for $259,639.68. 
This brought Kyle Field’s seating capacity 
to 37,909 with 32,909 permanent seats and 
an additional 5,000 temporary seats, says 
Alan Cannon, associate athletics director at 
Texas A&M Athletics.

Kyle resigned from the athletic council 
in 1934, but returned in 1937 after being 
asked to do so once by the student body 
and twice by the university president, 
according to the pamphlet. Athletic 
conditions where bad again. Coach Norton, 
who was hired after coach Bell was 
fired in 1933, had not produced a single 
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winning team. The students were revolting 
against the coaching staff, and in Kyle’s 
words, the former students were worse.

The pamphlet says the team and 
students wanted to fire Norton, but the 
school could not afford to break his written 
contract that had one more year remaining. 
They decided to keep Norton, who was 
excellent at calling plays, but lacked the 
ability to inspire his players. Kyle filled 
this gap by becoming the football team’s 
motivational speaker before every game 
and during every half time. 

The 1939-1940 team went on to have 
an extraordinary season. They defeated 
t.u. on Thanksgiving, and won the Sugar 
Bowl. As the pamphlet says, “A&M 
had come in one season from a highly 
demoralized squad to the number one 
Team of the Nation!”

Kyle turned in his final resignation 
from the Athletics Council in 1944. Joe 
Utay, captain of the football team in 1907 
and director of athletics in 1912, wrote 
Kyle on Dec. 8, 1951. “May I say that it is 
a well stablished (sic.) fact that since the 
turn of the century you have played an 
important part in whatever successes 
A&M has had in athletics and particularly 
football and that by your conduct you 
dedicated yourself to do those things 
which will help preserve the Institution 
as a constructive force in the lives of the 
future youths of Texas,” his letter says.

More success called for more stadium 
growth. In 1954, a small press box and a 
section of the second deck was added to 
the west side of the facility. In 1956, the 
Texas A&M Board of Directors officially 
named Kyle Field after Edwin Jackson 
Kyle, according to Cannon. 

Kyle Field continued to grow in 1967. 
Second decks were added to each side 
of the stadium, which brought the total 
capacity to 48,000, and a record crowd of 
56,679 fans attended the 1975 t.u. game 
played at Kyle Field. Fans sat on the track 
that surrounded the field and rushed it 
at the conclusion of the 20 to 10 Aggie 
victory, Cannon says.

Astroturf was installed at Kyle Field, 
and the first artificial turf game at the 
venue was played against Wichita State to 
open the 1970 season, Cannon shares. Kyle 
Field returned to being a natural grass 
field in 1996.

Cannon says he believes coach Sherrill 
narrowed the seats in Kyle Field on the 
student side in 1982, which brought the 
capacity to 72,387; however, in 1992 the 
capacity was listed as just 70,210.

In 1998, Kyle Field’s capacity dropped 
again to 58,292, because Kyle Field — The 
Zone was under construction that season, 
Cannon explains. The record crowd was 
still well over the listed capacity that 
year with a total count of 62,873 fans 
in the stadium during the Texas Tech 

game. When Kyle Field — The Zone 
was completed in 1999, it brought the 
stadium’s capacity up to 82,600.

Visions for Kyle Field’s current 
form started becoming a reality in 
2013 when the Texas A&M Board of 
Regents approved the $485 million 
redevelopment of Kyle Field, according 
to Cannon. The project took two seasons 
to complete. The first phase was 
completed in 2014. The largest crowd in 
Kyle Field’s history was recorded that 
season with 110,633 fans attending the 
Ole Miss game. At the completion of the 
renovation, Kyle Field’s capacity was back 
down to 102,733, but in 2016 the stadium 
managed to hold 106,248 fans for the 
Tennessee game.

The Hall of Champions at Kyle Field, 
located on the first floor of the west side 
of the stadium, houses a large display 
about all of the renovations Kyle Field has 
undergone. Chancellor Sharp is quoted 
in the display’s section about the most 
recent renovation.

“For all Aggies — past, present, and 
future — Kyle Field embodies our culture, 
our traditions, and our core values,” he 
says. “To the rest of the world, Kyle Field 
projects a message not just about football, 
but about the overall excellence of our 
great university. Kyle Field is ‘home’ to 
generations of Aggies and to the spirit of 
Aggieland, and it always will be.” i
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IT TAKES A VILLAGE
Dr. Henry Musoma Influences Students From Global Perspective

By SARAH ELMER

To understand the impact Dr. Henry 
Musoma has had on the students 

at Texas A&M University, take a stroll 
through the first floor of the Memorial 
Student Center, where Musoma’s image is 
featured on one of six long banners, each 
representing one of the six core values of 
Texas A&M. 

In 2016, Musoma was awarded the 
honor of being recognized on the banner 
for the core value of “leadership.” Just a 
year earlier, Musoma’s dedication to his 
students and his passion for teaching also 
inspired a group of his students to pool 
together their money to buy him an Aggie 
Ring to replace one he had lost many years 
prior. These two examples are a small 
window into the countless awards and 
accolades Musoma has earned during his 
tenure at Texas A&M. 

From being a featured guest on “The 
Ellen DeGeneres Show” after a video 
went viral of him holding a student’s baby 
in class to earning the first-ever Mays 
Business School Spirit Award, Musoma 
aims to plant the seeds of humanity and 
humility in his students through a global 
educational experience. 

Musoma transitioned from being 
Assistant Director for the Center for 
International Business Studies to the 
Texas A&M Foundation, where he hopes 
to continue having an impact on the 
university’s global initiatives. In his new 

role, Musoma works in the Academic 
Affairs office of the Foundation. The 
Academic Affairs office is the development 
support unit for the Provost. 
Life In Africa
Musoma was born in 1976 in Zambia, 
which was known as Northern Rhodesia 
before receiving independence in 1964. 
With his mother and father employed by 
the copper mines, he grew up in a middle-
class home. 

“The mines were huge,” Musoma says. 
“When you look at the Zambian flag, there 
is the color copper on it to symbolize the 
significance of copper in the economy. 
That [copper mining] company was huge 
and was called Zambia Consolidated 
Copper Mines. It owned all the different 
copper mines in the country, which was 
about ten mines.” 

The mining company where Musoma’s 
father worked had its own private school, 
so Musoma was exposed to a diverse cast 
of educators. “My teachers were from all 
over, mostly from Ireland, Scotland, and 
[other parts of] the UK,” says Musoma. 
“It was a very interesting upbringing. ... 
When I think about who I am as a teacher, 
I like to call myself an ‘intellectual mutt.’ 
My experiences come from so many 
different people.” 

The importance of the copper mines 
didn’t just stop in the classroom — it 
extended into Musoma’s afterschool 

extracurricular activities. As a tennis 
player during his youth, the mines played 
an integral role in providing him with the 
equipment he needed to play. “It was a 
pretty charmed life when I think about it,” 
Musoma says. “When my tennis shoes ran 
out, I gave [the copper mine’s stores] my 
father’s number, and I would be given a new 
tennis racket or a new pair of tennis shoes.” 
The copper mines were early pioneers in 
the area of corporate social responsibility. 

The schooling system is similar in 
some ways to the United States schooling 
system, but vastly different in other ways. 
Just like children in the U.S., children in 
Africa complete 12 years of schooling 
before they are able to pursue post-
secondary education. Musoma attended 
a school in Chingola, Zambia, from first 
grade through fourth grade. After fourth 
grade, his father’s job relocated the family 
to a different part of the country, so he 
enrolled in a different school from fifth 
grade through seventh grade. 

“Seventh grade was so dramatic,” 
Musoma says. In 7th grade, students take 
a huge test to determine the quality of 
high school education they will receive. 
Musoma explains that in Zambia, many 
students hoped to attend Mpelembe 
Secondary School, which was also owned 
by the copper mines and was one of the 
most premiere secondary schools. 
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“The reason why a lot of people wanted to go there was 
because they had a major incentive,” Musoma continues. “If you 
graduated well and had really good marks, you were enrolled 
into what they call A-levels, which is similar to what we have in 
America, International Baccalaureate, and you could go to very 
significant schools across the world [for college].”  

Out of all of the seventh grade students in Zambia, only 
120 were selected for enrollment into Mpelembe. Musoma 
was one of them. “It was a huge time in my life,” says Musoma. 
He attended school at Mpelembe through eleventh grade 
and then moved again because of his father’s job. This time, 
the job reassignment took his family out of Zambia and into 
Mozambique. 

“At the end of eleventh grade, I moved to an international 
school,” Musoma says. “That was quite an experience. The 
school I went to had around 20 to 30 nationalities from across 
the world. In my class, I had a Russian classmate, a Danish 
classmate, a Tanzanian classmate, I had somebody from Peru, 
somebody from Zambia. There were people from everywhere, 
and it was pretty cool.” 

When Musoma finished high school in Mozambique, he 
searched for new educational opportunities and chose college 
in Zimbabwe, where he pursued Cambridge University A-level 
Certifications. Musoma explains that the difficulty and rigor of 
A-levels are unlike anything one would find in their first year 
of an American college. “When you finish A-levels and come to 
the states, you start as a sophomore in college,” says Musoma. 
“Imagine a high school kid taking sophomore-level classes 
straight out of high school. So, after doing a semester of A-levels, I 
came home and wasn’t sure about going back to Zimbabwe. I was 
somewhat homesick as well.” 

Little did he know, Musoma’s decision to come back home 
after his first year of college would lead to a chance encounter 
that would put him on his path to America. 

The Man On The Street
As Musoma was walking on the streets of Mozambique, he 
noticed a man on the corner whom he presumed to be an 
American, because of the American car in his driveway. 
Musoma introduced himself and he learned the man’s name 
was Albert Cates and that he worked for the United States 
Agency for International Development. “I asked a question, and 
my life changed,” says Musoma. The conversation with Cates 
led to dinner with Musoma’s parents, where Cates encouraged 
him to consider a community college in America. 

He decided to take Cates’s advice and apply to community 
colleges in the U.S. — two in New Mexico and two in Texas. He 
was accepted to all four, but ultimately chose to attend Tyler 
Junior College in Tyler. “I ended up going to Tyler Junior College 
because of Texas Highway magazine,” Musoma says. “I went to 
the U.S. embassy and ran into a random fellow, and we became 
friends. He gave me a copy of the Texas Highway magazine and 
at that time I was trying to make a decision. At that time, there 
was an article about the Tyler Rose Festival. I was 20 years old, 
dreaming of coming to America, holding this magazine in my 
hand and going ‘wow.’” For the past 22 years, Musoma has held 
on to that original copy of Texas Highway. For the time being, 
he keeps it safely stored in his office with the hope of showing 
it to his grandchildren someday.  

“The major lesson from this is that people are not looking 
for a handout — they are looking for someone to show them a 
possibility and a way,” says Musoma. “[Mr. Cates] didn’t pay for 

52  INSITE August 2019
   www.pro-tex.com

High Performance Garage Floor Coatings

INDUSTRIAL
 • Automotive
 • Mechanical
 • Commercial Food/Beverage

RESIDENTIAL
 • Garage
 • Driveway
 • Patio/Pool Deck

Proudly Serving B/CS for Over 14 Years
Locally Owned & Operated

#1 EPOXY FLOOR INSTALLER IN BRYAN/COLLEGE STATION

To Schedule Your Free Consultation Today:
Contact: Jamie Parsons

Phone 979.587.8505 • jamieparsons2@gmail.com

   www.pro-tex.com



click www.insitebrazosvalley.com  53   www.pro-tex.com

High Performance Garage Floor Coatings

INDUSTRIAL
 • Automotive
 • Mechanical
 • Commercial Food/Beverage

RESIDENTIAL
 • Garage
 • Driveway
 • Patio/Pool Deck

Proudly Serving B/CS for Over 14 Years
Locally Owned & Operated

#1 EPOXY FLOOR INSTALLER IN BRYAN/COLLEGE STATION

To Schedule Your Free Consultation Today:
Contact: Jamie Parsons

Phone 979.587.8505 • jamieparsons2@gmail.com

   www.pro-tex.com



anything. He just showed me a way and 
gave me an idea.”

Life In America 
Despite the uncertainty that came with 
moving to an entirely new country for 
college, Musoma says he adjusted well to 
life in Tyler. “The advice that Mr. Cates 
gave to me to go to a community college 
was brilliant,” says Musoma. “It wasn’t 
A&M with 50,000 people. Tyler Junior 
College is a significant size community 
college. I think it was about 6,000. It was a 
good enough size that my math class only 
had 40 people.” 

After completing two years at Tyler 
Junior College, Musoma transferred to 
Texas A&M, where he earned a Bachelor 
of Science in Agricultural Leadership 
and Development with an emphasis in 
Agricultural Economics in 2000. “When 
I got to America, I was going to study 
agricultural engineering,” says Musoma. 
“But, it would have taken me five years 
to do agricultural engineering because I 
needed to do a lot of bridge math to come 
to be where I needed to be in engineering. 
So, I decided to not do that because I 
wanted to finish in a certain amount of 
time because my parents were paying for 
school. I like people to know that it is okay 
to make decisions that are not exactly 
your passion, because life doesn’t always 
offer us first choice. Sometimes life offers 
us our second choice, and our second 
choice ends up being our first choice when 
you allow life to take the process of life.” 

Two years later, he received his Master 
of Science in Agricultural Education. “I 
did not come to America to become a 

teacher or a professor, that is for sure,” 
says Musoma. “I came here to America to 
work in international development. I was 
going to be one of those United Nations, 
World Bank, food and agricultural 
organization kind of guys — rolling 
through Africa in a land cruiser, helping 
solve global issues kind of fella. That’s 
why I studied agriculture.” 

However, Musoma’s plans for his 
future did not work out exactly as 
he had planned. After obtaining his 
master’s degree, he worked as a waiter 
at Pappadeaux for three years before he 
was offered a teaching position in the 
Department of Agriculture at Texas A&M 
as an assistant lecturer in 2005. After 
working as a lecturer for three years, he 
decided to pursue a doctorate at Texas 
Christian University in Educational 
Leadership and Administration. 

“Part of what inspired that was a young 
man named Harrison Yat,” says Musoma. 
“[Harrison works] for a consulting firm 
in Houston. I don’t know whether he 
remembers this, but I remember it clearly. 
He came in my office and he said ‘Musoma, 
you’re always telling us to aim high. How 
come you are teaching without a Ph.D?’ It 
was like a challenge. Right after he left, I 
started applying.” 

Planting The Seed
After successfully completing his 
doctorate in 2012, Musoma was hired 
as a lecturer at Texas A&M. Though his 
roles and responsibilities have evolved 
over the years, Musoma still wants to 
ensure his students have an education 
beyond the classroom. In 2014, with the 

help of a very generous corporate donor, 
Phillips 66, he started the first-generation 
undergraduate study abroad to Africa 
for freshman Regents’ Scholars in the 
business school. To be a Regents’ Scholar 
at Texas A&M, students must be first-
generation college students, meaning 
neither parent has earned a bachelor’s 
degree. Additionally, the family’s adjusted 
gross income must be less than $40,000 
per year as verified through the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid. 
Through this annual field trip to Africa, 
Musoma has the opportunity to get to 
know some of his student on a more 
personal level. 

Though Musoma’s life has taken him 
on a path far from the agricultural career 
he had envisioned for himself, he still sees 
himself as a different kind of agricultural 
professional. “A couple of years ago, a 
pastor said, ‘You can count the number 
of seeds in an orange, but you can never 
count the number of oranges in the seed,’” 
says Musoma. “This orange has a lot of 
seeds. You can know exactly the number 
of seeds in there if we dissect it, but guess 
what, we don’t know how many oranges 
come from each seed. If we plant that seed, 
we don’t know what is going to come from 
it. That is exciting to me as a professor. 
So, my classroom is a farm. I’m still doing 
agriculture, but it’s just a different kind of 
harvest. You remember how your second 
choice becomes your first? I’m still an 
agricultural engineer, just a different 
kind with different equations, different 
formulas, same outcomes. People get fed, 
literally and metaphorically.” i
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12TH CAN
Eliminating Hunger on the Texas A&M Campus

By PAIGE BRAZIL

The 12th Can is a student-led food 
pantry located on the Texas A&M 

University campus. The food pantry is 
fully run and operated by Texas A&M 
students who strive for inclusivity on 
campus by making every Aggie feel 
comfortable visiting the food pantry.  

Since opening in 2013, the goal of the 
12th Can has been to eliminate hunger 
on the Texas A&M campus and bring 
awareness to food insecurity by showing 
others the power of the Aggie spirit, 
according to their website.  

“Our job and goal is to eliminate 
choosing between buying textbooks and 
other school supplies or buying food,” says 
David Chapa, facilities director of 12th 
Can. 12th Can is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, 
partnered with the Brazos Valley Food 
Bank, and falls under the umbrella of 
the Student Government Association, 
according to Chapa.  

The 12th Can, as their mission 
statement explains, strives to make the 
Texas A&M campus a place of inclusivity 

by educating the community about food 
security and hosting fundraisers in 
order to keep their pantry fully stocked 
for students, staff, and faculty. Their 
primary fundraiser, collecting meal swipe 
donations, happens toward the end of the 
spring and fall semesters. 

“We partner with Chartwells, the 
dining services provider on campus, 
and they allow us to get students to 
donate their meal swipes, then Student 
Assistance Services reallocates them to 
students in need,” says Chapa. “This is a 
great way for us to fight food insecurity by 
helping Aggies from all walks of life.” 

Aside from their partnership with 
Chartwells, the 12th Can receives 
donations year-round from other student 
outlets at Texas A&M. “A lot of other 
student organizations on campus do 
fundraisers and donate the nonperishable 
food they collect to the 12th Can food 
pantry,” says Chapa. “The freshman 
leadership organizations donate tons of 
cans through their Mr. FLO competition. 

We are always accepting donations. Even 
if it’s only a little bit, it goes a long way for 
people who need it.”

When students visit the 12th Can 
food pantry, they are encouraged to 
take as much as they need. It is the goal 
of the 12th Can to make students feel 
comfortable and welcomed when shopping 
at the food pantry, says Chapa. The pantry 
process is based on a client choice model, 
where a normal shopping experience is 
replicated for clients in order to achieve 
the highest level of comfortability, 
according to their website. 

The 12th Can is fully run and operated 
by students within the organization. “We 
have around 70 active members,” says 
Chapa. “Our application is always open; we 
always need the extra help and enthusiasm.” 

The 12th Can food pantry is open the 
first and third Wednesday and Thursday 
of each month from 10 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. and is located in the Mail Services 
Building. For more information about the 
12th Can, visit the12thcan.org. i
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AGGIES WHO GIVE BACK
The REACH Project

By SHELBI LEMEILLEUR

In 2013, Max Gerall met Ms. Melissa, a 
cashier at Sbisa Dining Hall at Texas A&M 

University, and the course of his life changed 
forever. His goal became to turn around 
and change her life, as well as the lives of 
many other third-party support staff at the 
university, through the REACH Project.

Respect, Empowerment, Aspiration, 
Community, Health. This is the foundation 
for the REACH Project, which aims to 
weave the Texas A&M community together.

“We are a nonprofit that focuses 
on community development as well as 
affordable housing,” says Gerall, the founder 
and CEO of The REACH Project. “We have 
come up with a system that innovates 
[programs for] university students from 
various disciplines to provide resources 
to the affordable housing community. 
While also providing those resources to 
the affordable housing demographic, we 
are also taking the opportunity to refine 
and provide ‘professional training’ to 
undergraduate students.”

While a student at Texas A&M, Gerall 
met Ms. Melissa and learned of the often 
dire home situations of many support-staff 
workers at the university, so he founded The 
REACH Project with the hope of helping this 
community at Texas A&M, while providing 
education opportunities for students.

“[Ms. Melissa] kind of opened my eyes 
to the greater Aggie community,” says 
Gerall. “I heard some stories on campus of 
third-party employees that were homeless 
— that were actually having to couch surf 
from other employees houses as a means 
to ensure that their children could stay 

in the Bryan ISD school district where 
they started the year at. And that’s when 
I knew we had to do something. We are 
the Aggie community; we are the Aggie 
family. They are part of our Aggie family. 
We’ve got to help them.”

After several years of dreams and 
plans, REACH Project officially launched 
as a 501(c)3 nonprofit in January of 2018. 
Currently, REACH is divided into two 
sections, housing and education. The goal 
is to help those in the affordable housing 
demographic through both a physical 
house and education on homeownership. 
Additionally, REACH will work with 
students through their educational arm 
providing opportunities for community 
involvement, leadership, and high-impact 
service opportunities.

“Our goal is to build the houses 
ourselves,” says Gerall. “We want to provide 
what we call a residential learning village. 
This is a village that will have rental units as 
well as owner-occupied units. In this village 
we anticipate to have the resources that one 
needs to transition from the rental to the 
ownership all onsite.”

For residents in the residential 
learning village, there is a three-phase 
process, which would be a hands-on 
learning process. Phase One would 
start the foundation, with everything 
from naturalization GED and personal 
finance to maintenance and soft-skill 
development. Each phase will build on the 
skills learned with the intent to create 
opportunities for home ownership and 
sustainable job skills. 

“We will be having opportunities to 
not only practice and implement those 
things you learned in the foundations 
phase, but we will have leadership 
opportunities, community involvement, 
and also ways to involve family 
members,” Gerall says. “We want to end 
the generational cycle of poverty, not 
just put a Band-Aid on it.”

The REACH Project gets Texas A&M 
students involved mainly through the 
high-impact service opportunities.

“We feel that learning is most 
conducive in an altruistic situation,” says 
Gerall. “What we do is we engage students 
to learn and practice their field while 
helping someone else.”

Some of the service opportunities 
so far have included a health fair and a 
design charrette. Their next event will 
be a bigger health fair in September at 
the Leach Teaching Gardens at Texas 
A&M. The REACH Project is partnering 
with the Brazos County Health district 
to provide free flu shots, as well as other 
organizations to help educate and provide 
resources to the community.

For more information, visit  
facebook.com/AgsREACH.

“We are really trying to focus these 
resources to the third-party support staff 
on campus because those are the ones 
who inspired us and really make the Aggie 
community run, if you think about it,” says 
Gerall. “We feel like the Aggie community, 
Aggie spirit, all the pillars that Aggies 
survive off of — we want to be able to 
exemplify and help spread.” i
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AGGIE WOMEN
Leadership Reception

Courtesy of AGGIE WOMEN

Current student and faculty women leaders on the Texas A&M 
University campus will be the featured guests and speakers at 

the Aggie Women Leadership Reception on Thursday, Sept. 5, at 
5:45 p.m. at the Bryan location of Messina Hof Winery and Resort.

Dr. Pamela Matthews, dean of the College of Liberal Arts at 
Texas A&M, will serve as the panel moderator for two 2019-
2020 female student leader speakers: Oriana Koot, Memorial 
Student Center president, and Bria Perkins, Residential Housing 
Association president.

Presented in partnership with Texas A&M University 
Women’s Resource Center and Messina Hof Winery, the event 
is open to the public, but reservations are necessary as space is 
limited. To register and secure a ticket or to sponsor the event, 
visit aggiewomen.org/event-3125140.  

Refreshments will be served, and wine will be available 
for purchase. Aggie Women Commemorative Wine can be 
purchased at aggiewomen.org. General questions can be 
directed to info@AggieWomen.org.

The Aggie Women Network connects former students, 
current students, and the Aggie family through networking 
and mentoring events, as well as supports students through 
two Presidential Endowed Scholarships, provides speakers 
through the Aggie Experts program, and sponsors an annual 
Awards Luncheon for their Legacy Award and Eminent Scholar 
Award recipients. i
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A NEW CHAPTER
Expanding Access to Learning Opportunities

By RACHEL KNIGHT

In 2008, College Station residents voted 
to make an $8 million investment in 

literacy, learning, and entertainment by 
passing a bond to renovate and expand 
the Larry J. Ringer Public Library. When 
the library reopens later this month after 
being closed for renovations, the public 
will enjoy all of their favorite things 
about visiting Ringer Library before the 
project began with additional perks of 
more space, a larger collection, and a new 
cohesive aesthetic appeal.

The library expansion project added 
an additional 12,000 square feet to Ringer 
Library and included a complete renovation 
of its pre-existing 16,000 square feet. 
More space allows the library to better 
serve College Station’s growing population 
with expansion of the library’s collections, 
more storage, and a larger staff area better 
equipped for developing new programs. 
The additional space also provides more 
room for activities, including quiet areas 
for reading and studying.

Ringer Library is actually one of three 
branches in the Bryan+College Station 
Public Library System. Jessica Jones, 
branch manager at Ringer Library, says it 
is important for communities to invest in 
public libraries, because the library is often 
the only comfortable place to go that is free 
and provides engaging entertainment in a 
climate-controlled setting.

“It makes it a really special space in a 
community because it is equal access for 
everybody and that’s a really big deal 
to us,” Jones explains. “We want it to be 
available to everyone, which means we 
need a big enough space for everyone 
who wants to be there to actually be 
there. It’s a good space, designed for 
people to learn and be informed and also 
to entertain themselves.”

The expansion project has made 
Ringer Library better equipped to serve 
everyone in the public who wishes to 
use it. Before the expansion, the library 
had to turn kids away for their reading 
program, because the meeting rooms 
were too small to accommodate everyone, 
says Larry Ringer, namesake of the library 
and former mayor of College Station. Now, 
the children’s space is twice as big and 
the meeting space where story time is 
conducted is about three times bigger.

In addition to larger gathering and 
activity spaces, the expansion also 
includes more room for a growing 
collection. “It’s an area for adding 
collection and an area for people to use 
that collection in terms of spaces where 
you can sit and read or do research,” 
Ringer shares. 

Thanks to the expansion project, 
Ringer Library now features five private 
study rooms that can accommodate one 

or two people each. “Those have doors 
that close so that it stays nice and quiet,” 
Jones says.

Jones also says she hopes to bring in 
Texas A&M University graduate students 
as guest speakers now that the library 
is better equipped to do so with a new 
audio/video system. “It’s also a chance 
for them to kind of practice their public 
speaking,” she shares. “I’m kind of looking 
at it from a service/learning perspective, 
too. Don’t let your defense be the first time 
you speak publicly about what you do.”

While several things have changed at 
Ringer Library, its best qualities remain 
intact. Jones says the library still has a 
welcoming atmosphere and holds the 
same reasons to love Ringer Library that 
existed before the expansion, including 
involvement from its namesake. 

“He’s everywhere and he’s very hands 
on with the library,” Jones shares. “People 
in the library know who he is. He’s not just 
an abstract face.”

Ringer says public libraries are an 
important source in a community for 
many reasons, including the access they 
provide to reading materials, research 
opportunities, and their ability to 
introduce children to literacy. “It’s just 
an important part of the community,” he 
shares. “It’s a part that every community 
should have.” i
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PARTY T IME RENTALS Offers Special Event Rentals in the B/CS area. 

(979) 696-5555 • 1816 Ponderosa Drive
College Station, Texas 77845

Monday-Friday 9am – 5:30pm
Saturday 9am – 1pm

PartyTimeRentals.com

TAILGATE RENTALS | TABLES & CHAIRS | LINENS

2525 E. Villa Maria Rd. • Bryan 
979.774.7750

www.mybrightbeginner.com

• Open since 2002 
Ages 18M - 5 Years Old

• Open 7-6 Monday - Friday 
Year Round

• Meals & snacks are  
included in the cost  
of tuition

• Live streaming in class  
video that parents can  
access online

Providing the highest quality of 
educational & developmental 

services for your child in a safe 
and caring environment.

Reader’s Choice Winner:
2006 • 2016 • 2017 • 2018

Voted Best
Day Care Center

PRE-SCHOOL
BRIGHT BEGINNINGS

UNIVERSITY ART GALLERIES

Forsyth Galleries

Forsyth Galleries
30th Anniversary

American Songbook 
Date Night 

with Tianna Hall

Sept. 20, 2019 
6:30–8:30 p.m. 

SILENT DISCO!!!

Oct. 18, 2019 | 7–9 p.m.
   

Anniversary Party 
feat. Nathan Felix’s 

Immersive Opera

Nov. 15, 2019 
6:30–8:30 p.m.

For more FREE, year-long anniversary events, visit: 

uart.tamu.edu/30th



CREATE YOUR OWN JOBBERTUNITY
A New Launch Platform for Entrepreneurs

By PAIGE BRAZIL

Do you have a specialized skill set you 
would like to tap into? A new idea for an 

innovative business but no tools to launch 
yourself into the business world? An up-
and-coming application, Jobbertunity, will 
soon become the premier launch platform 
for aspiring entrepreneurs, and the 
application was created right here in Bryan 
College Station. 

Local entrepreneur, Matthew Sherman, 
and his wife, Jane, first had the idea for 
Jobbertunity when they decided to start 
businesses of their own. 

“The gist of Jobbertunity is to start 
a business in less than five minutes 
with the skills you already have,” says 
Matthew. “Starting a business and 
getting everything out there can be a 
little rough, so a lot of it is designed 
around getting an idea out quickly, 
efficiently, and professionally.” 

The free app is designed for anyone 
to start a business by creating profiles 
to list their skilled time by the hour 
or well-defined services at a fixed 
rate. Through Jobbertunity, users 
can search a marketplace by distance 
and keywords, engage in direct 
conversations without any third-party 
affiliates, and build a credible reputation 
for their business or service. 

Jobbertunity is designed so consumers 
can buy and sell on the same interface, 
which creates a sense of transparency 
and a community of respect, says 
Matthew. The process begins with the 

creation of a profile that details the 
prospective business, outlines specific 
skill sets, and describes the service 
provided. The app also has a toolkit that 
helps an entrepreneur get going, which 
includes a secure electronic payment 
platform and serves as a word-of-mouth 
accelerator to build reputation and 
legitimacy, says Matthew. 

“The entrepreneurial [challenge is] 
building your own brand and defining 
your service and having communication 
with your customers,” says Matthew. “It 
takes a while to get your name out there. 
A lot of design for this comes from our 
personal experience, but also just talking 
with other entrepreneurs. It’s really about 
building that reputation and getting 
yourself out there.” 

Although anyone can use Jobbertunity, 
the app has two main target audiences, 
which Matthew describes as new 
entrepreneurs and sole proprietors 
already running local businesses. It could 
also appeal to people in between phases 
of life, such as a recent college graduate, 
a stay-at-home parent, active retired 
persons, and more. 

“It’s viable for all throughout someone’s 
lifespan, because there are those in-
between periods of time,” says Matthew. 
While LinkedIn profiles and professional 
have a narrow focus, Matthew says he 
hopes Jobbertunity offers an alternative. 
“Where is your resume for your 
creative side, your side hustle, your 

entrepreneurial ideas? Jobbertunity is the 
place for all these things.” 

The app is nearing completion and 
beta testing will begin locally in the fall 
with the goal of hosting a public launch 
before Christmas, according to Matthew. 
Matthew and his wife want to build a 
community around the app locally before 
it is officially launched globally. 

“Small, local businesses have a place 
on this app, as do local entrepreneurs,” 
says Matthew. “Jobbertunity is all about 
supporting local economy and businesses 
that already exist, as well as individuals 
that will become businesses, and we want 
that to be part of this community.”

In regards to a long-term plan for the 
app, Matthew explains how he would like 
to eventually layer features that help each 
entrepreneur grow, such as using data 
from the app for marketing research and 
accounting purposes for each user. 

The first phase is designed for the 
individual, explains Matthew. The next 
phase will focus on building a community 
of entrepreneurs. While the app will 
mainly focused on buying and selling a 
skilled service, the plan is to eventually 
include products as well. 

“Entrepreneurship is [difficult],” says 
Matthew. “Our goal is to lower the barriers 
to entrepreneurship.” 

For more information regarding 
Jobbertunity or to sign up to take part 
in the beta testing of the app, visit 
jobbertunity.com.  i
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SELFIE STATION RENTALS SELFIE STATION
2-HOUR PHOTO BOOTH RENTAL   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500

• Party Props

• Photo Booth Concierge

• Instant Email & Text Sharing (when wifi present)

• Customized Photo Frame

• Unlimited 4x6 Prints

• Green Screen Available

ADDITIONAL PER HOUR CHARGE   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $175

August 17, 2019!
All pet adoption fees will be 

completely waived! See all our 
currently adoptable pets 

ONLINE NOW AT : 
aggielandhumane.org/adopt

Help
ClearShelter

the

(979) 260-4519 shop
4407 S. Texas Ave.   Bryan, Texas 77802

www.trumanchocolates.com

White Chocolate  |  Strawberry Cheesecake  |  Strawberry

S’More  |  Red Velvet  |  Raspberry  |  Pistachio

Piña Colada  |  Peppermint  |  Peanut Butter  |  Peach

Passion Fruit  |  Mojito  |  Mint  |  Mimosa

Milk Chocolate  |  Margarita  |  Mango  |  Lemon

Key Lime  |  Honey  |  Grand Marnier  |  Espresso

Dark Chocolate  |  Cupcake  |  Crème Brûlée

Coffee  |  Coconut  |  Cinnamon  |  Cherry

Champagne  |  Chambord  |  Blackberry

Banana  |  Apple  |  Amaretto Custom Candy Bars

Chocolates for 
Special Occasions36Wonderful

FLAVORS 



SWINE UP NOW
9th Annual Hog Splash Mud Volleyball Tournament

By PAIGE BRAZIL

For the past eight years, Hospice 
Brazos Valley has been putting the 

fun in fundraiser. This year will mark the 
9th Annual Hog Splash Mud Volleyball 
Tournament hosted by Hospice Brazos 
Valley and Slovacek’s Sausages on Aug. 
24. Local businesses, families, student 
organizations, and friends pair a 
competitive spirit with charitable giving, 
playing a series of 15-minute volleyball 
games. However, instead of a traditional 
volleyball court, teams play in a giant 
mud pit. 

The tournament is recreational and 
organized in a round-robin, rally scoring 
pool play, followed by a single-elimination 
championship round and consolation 
bracket. During pool play, six teams play 

each other on one net for a total of nine 
matches. The winner for each net in round 
robin is determined by the winner of the 
most matches in the pool, the winner of 
head-to-head matches, and net points 
for all matches played. The winner at 
each net advances to the championship 
bracket. The remainder of the bracket 
is determined by the most points and 
margins of victory and then one wild card 
position. The consolation bracket is open 
to any teams who wish to keep playing at 
the conclusion of the round robin portion. 

“This is really a fun, friendly event for 
a good cause,” says Dianne Lero, funds 
development supervisor for Hospice 
Brazos Valley. “It is a way for family, 
friends, and businesses to come together 

to support the community. We need the 
support of the community to make it 
another success.” 

All of the proceeds raised by the event 
go directly to Hospice Brazos Valley, which 
is the only nonprofit hospice service in 
Brazos Valley, says Lero.  “Hospice Brazos 
Valley is an award-winning organization 
that has assisted patients, provided grief 
counseling, and has supported families 
for over 30 years,” says Lero. The goal 
of Hospice Brazos Valley is to provide 
comprehensive, end-of-life care when 
curative treatment is no longer a possibility 
or a desire, according to their website.

“We really do not want our patients 
and their families to have to worry about 
expenses and finances,” says Lero. “We 
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Contact Tim (Pops) Vanya
Email: tim@twvanyafineart.com 
www.twvanyafineart.com 

Tin Star Studio / ( T W ‘Pops’ Vanya) -  Original Paintings  •   Prints  •   Commissions  •   Classes
277 8th Street 
Somerville, TX 77879
Phone: 979-324-6037

T . W .  V a n y a  F i n e  A r t

Exceptional Teachers  Small Class Sizes
Christian Environment  K through 12th

After School Programs Available

INDIVIDUAL HIGH SCHOOL COURSES AVAILABLE

KOR EDUCATION SCHOOL ADMITS STUDENTS OF 
ANY RACE, COLOR, AND NATIONAL OR ETHNIC ORIGIN.

979.777.1213 • www.koreducation.org

FRIENDS
 OF CHAMBER 

MUSIC

TUESDAY 

25
FEB.
2020

CALIDORE STRING QUARTET
in collaboration with First Presbyterian Church’s Concerts on Carter Creek 
First Presbyterian Church

TUESDAY 

22
OCT.
2 0 1 9

THE QUEEN’S SIX 
A&M United Methodist Church

THURSDAY 

23
JAN.
2020

ITALIAN SAXOPHONE QUARTET 
A&M United Methodist Church

www.communitychamberconcerts.org

CONCERTS START at 7:00 pm

TUESDAY 

21
APR.
2020

CLARICE & SERGIO ASSAD
BRAZILIAN JAZZ VOCALS, SAMBA, JAZZ PIANO AND GUITAR 
A&M United Methodist Church

TUESDAY 

19
NOV.
2 0 1 9

DANIEL HSU, PIANO
Christ United Methodist Church

FREE Admission • MEET Artists • FREE Parking



never bill patients for any services and that is why 
we do the fundraiser — to take care of these bills for 
these patients.”

It costs $500 to register a team for the volleyball 
tournament. Although only six players are allowed 
on the court, it is recommended to have eight to 10 
players on a team to rotate so nobody gets too tired, 
says Lero. Additionally, each team member must be at 
least 16 years of age to participate, and teams must 
have at least one female. 

“We will also have a mud pit for kids,” says Lero. 
“If you are not playing on a team, spectators are more 
than welcome, free of charge.” 

This year, food vendors at the event include 
Slovacek’s Sausages, 1775 Texas Pit BBQ, JLM Chicken 
and Waffles, and Kona Ice. Beverages will also be 
available for purchase. 

“Come out, bring your lawn chair, enjoy the day, and 
just have a good time,” says Lero. “This is a way that 
Hospice Brazos Valley gives back to the community for 
their continuous support throughout the years.” 

The 9th Annual Hog Splash Mud Volleyball 
Tournament is held on Saturday, Aug. 24, at Slovacek’s 
Sausage in Snook. Teams check in at 9 a.m. and the 
tournament lasts from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

For more information about the event or to register 
a team, visit hospicebrazosvalley.org/hogsplash. i
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NOW OFFERING FIRST DANCE ON A CLOUD!

Auto • Home •Business • Life

Kathy Giese Agency
900 Harvey Road, Ste.-9A 

College Station, Texas  77840 

Contact Me For a 
FREE QUOTE TODAY!

Kathy Giese - Insurance Agent
License #2380853
(281) 794-7900

kgiese@FarmersAgent.com

Coverage you deserve, 
Rates you can afford. 

ALL from an Agency You Can TRUST!

A picture’s worth a thousand words, 
and every brand has a story to tell. 

Let us help you tell yours.

Whether you need a new logo and unique identity 
materials to get your brand going or you need a strong 

web campaign for that new product launch, put our 
graphic design services to work for you.

  
We’d love to get our paws on you.

superbadpuppy.com



GARDEN PARTY
Brazos Bluebonnet Quilt Guild’s 32nd Quilt Show

By SHELBI LEMEILLEUR

The Brazos Valley has the opportunity 
to see a truly magnificent and unique 

form of art on Sept. 6 and 7 at the Brazos 
Center. For those two days, guests can 
marvel at 140 quilts of all sizes and 
techniques at the Brazos Bluebonnet Quilt 
Guild’s 32nd Quilt Show.

The theme for this year’s quilt show 
is Wild Flowers; however, the quilts on 
display will vary in both design and 
technique. Quilts compete in one of 13 
different categories: pieced, applique, 
innovative and art, modern quilts, theme 
category, scrap, miniature, block of the 
month and kit quilts, other techniques, 
youth, challenge quilt, and Go-Texan. 
Quilts in the theme category must 
have recognizable garden elements 
incorporated into them, according to the 
Brazos Bluebonnet Quilt Guild website. 
Additionally, the challenge quilt theme is 
Garden Creatures this year.

“I think I’m amazed at the quality 
and the variety of the workmanship that 
members of the guild do,” says Charles 
Gilreath, co-chairman of the quilt show. “It 
is astounding to me the professional level 
of quality that some of the folks do.”

Although members of the community 
outside of the quilt guild are welcome to 
submit their quilts to the show (for an 
extra fee), the show is predominantly 
submissions from members of the Brazos 
Bluebonnet Quilt Guild. Members can 
submit up to two quilts per category; 
each category winner is determined by a 
nationally certified judge.

In addition to the quilt show, there 
will be vendors, raffle baskets, a scissor 
sharpener, the care quilt challenge and 
auction, a gift boutique, and a certified 
appraiser. Care quilts are smaller quilts 
designed in mind for people who are 
in children’s homes, cancer centers, 
hospice care, and intensive care units, 
among others. The appraiser is a popular 
attraction at the quilt show and must be 
booked in advance.

Appraisals for quilts are valuable for 
insurance purposes in the case of fire, 
flooding, or other damages, explains 
Debbie Ginn, publicity chairman for the 
quilt show. “Insurance will call a quilt 
— a very fancy quilt — they’ll call it a 
blanket and give you maybe $10 or $15, if 
you’re lucky,” explains Ginn. “But if your 

appraisal is for $300, $3000 and you put it 
on your insurance [it’s covered].”

New to the quilt show this year is a 
consignment booth.

“Frequently we get asked at the show, 
‘Do you have quilts to sell?’ and in most 
cases we don’t. This year we do!” says 
Gilreath. “Many of these will be vintage 
quilts. They are in good shape, but they 
are grandma’s quilts, or Aunt Cindy’s 
quilts, or they are quilts they have made 
that they would like to consign.”

Through raffle ticket sales, entry 
fees, and money raised from a donation 
quilt auction, the Bluebonnet Quilt Guild 
considers the quilt show their biggest 
fundraiser of the year. Proceeds from the 
show go towards scholarships for local 
high school students.

The Guild also helps other 
organizations throughout the year 
through quilting bees. Members of the 
quilt guild can choose bees to join, and 
each bee meets for a different purpose. 
Some bees focus on specific projects, 
according to Gilreath. This includes bees 
like the Books & a Blanket bee, which 
provides blankets for the organization, 

QUILT BY DEBBIE GINN QUILT BY LYNN MCCARTNEY
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and the Quilts of Valor group, who donate quilts to local 
veterans. Other bees are more project and fellowship focused, 
where guild members get together at certain times and work on 
individual projects.

“There’s different bees, and they meet at different times,” 
says Jo Ann Williams, Bluebonnet Quilt Guild member. “There’s a 
night bee, there’s several day bees, and they meet all over town.”

However, the guild is more than just getting together to make 
quilts. The main focus of the membership is to gather together, 
learn new techniques, and hear from speakers.

“The guild meets once a month,” explains Gilreath. “Typically 
we have some sort of program. Either we bring in a national 
quilter or we might have somebody from our own guild who is 
an expert at a certain technique and we will have them give us a 
program on what they do.”

Some speakers will also have a workshop the day after the 
meeting where members can practically apply a new technique, 
while others just share stories or have trunk shows for 
members, says Gilreath. 

Meetings are open for visitors, and Williams encourages 
anyone and everyone to join the guild.

“I’ve heard, ‘I don’t quilt well enough,’ and I say, “Do you enjoy 
quilting?’” explains Williams. “‘Do you like talking to people? ... 
‘Do you like listening to people talk about quilts?’ I said, ‘You’re 
perfect for the guild.’ As long as you like quilts and you want to 
talk about them, that’s all that’s required.”

More information on Quilt Guild and the Quilt Show are 
available at bbqg.org. The 2019 Quilt Show is on Sept. 6 and 7 at 
the Brazos Center from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Friday and 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on Saturday. Tickets are $10 at the door, but children 12 
and under are free, as are active/retired military with an ID.

“In some ways, it’s a way to celebrate an art form that goes 
back in America,” says Gilreath. “Quilting as we know it is largely 
an American craft. It came from somewhere, but it’s a good 
opportunity to look at good quality craft here in the area. I think 
people will be very surprised at what good quality there is.” i

2019 DONATION QUILT BY JINNY BEYERQUILT BY JUDY BESKOW

QUILT BY DEBBIE GINN
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123 E. Wm. J. Bryan Pkwy.  |  Bryan, TX 77803  |  979.823.5567

MEETS THE
EYE...

THERE'S MORE TO US THAN

 You have a story to tell,
Integ delivers.

Tell it with one, some or all
of our solutions...

 Visit our website at

integdoes.com
Now Serving the Brazos Valley!

We have all the tools 
available to put you 

on the map...



In Birth Photography: The Art and 
Business of Labor and Delivery 

Photography, Ashley Diamond Siegert 
shares secrets to her success as a birth 
photographer and tips for those who 
want to make it a part of their business. 
Birth Photography is not a collection 
of pictures, but rather a tool for 
photographers who are looking to start 
or expand a business, or learn more about 
the intricacies of birth photography.

Siegert’s book is very clean, concise, 
and informative. Siegert has helpful 
tools and advice, without giving away 
all the secrets of her business, but it’s 
apparent she is an advocate for other 
photographers and her own business. Not 
only does she encourage those looking to 
get into birth photograpy, but Siegert also 
shares stories from her time as a birth 
photographer. From wardrobe and gear 
to networking and choreography, Siegert 
covers the basics and more.

Birth Photography is available as an 
ebook on Amazon. i
Are you a local author? Would you like your 
book to be featured in INSITE Magazine? 
Email shelbi@insitebrazosvalley.com 
for more information.

BRAZOS 
READS
By SHELBI LEMEILLEUR
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Educational Evaluations — specializing 
in evaluations for dyslexia and dysgraphia  

Structured Language Therapy • Consulting/training

For information or questions regarding services: 
Phone 979.479.0905 •  t3educationservices@gmail.com

t3educationalservices.com

T3 Educational Services
  Brenda Taylor, Ph.D., Owner and Primary Consultant

979.823.5567 office   |   979.777.3214 business cell 
dave@insitebrazosvalley.com | www.insitebrazosvalley.com   

123 E. Wm. J. Bryan Pkwy.   |   Bryan, Texas 77803

“A Local Partnership 
Benefitting Our Community”

For Space Reservation in the 
2019 Parade of Homes™ Fall 

Guide Contact:
DAVE MARSH
MARKETING CONSULTANT

We expect more than 30 new 
construction homes to be 

entered into the Parade. Detailed 
information on the homes will 

be available on gbvbuilders.org, 
Thursday before Parade begins.
Fall Parade of Homes™ will be 

published in Brazos Valley Insite 
Magazine October Issue in print 

and digital issue as well.

October 5th & 6th

Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 12pm-5pm

Space Reservation Deadline August 16th

Final Art Deadline August 23rd

Non Member Rates:
Full Page: $1,500
Half Page: $925

Quarter Page: $530 

HBA Member Rates:
Full Page: $1,350
Half Page: $830

Quarter Page: $480

Published By & Distributed Within:

Bryan-College Station Home Builders Association
Hurry To Reserve

Your Placement In
Fall Parade of 

Homes™ Issue



Your Source For Food & Fun  |  INSITE Your Source For Food & Fun  |  INSITE 

Check out The Guide to Eats, Treats & 
Getaways at InsiteBrazosValley.com. 
Listings provided as a service. Insite is not 
responsible for errors or omissions.

BRYAN/COLLEGE STATION
C&J BARBEQUE
cjbbq.com, 4304 Harvey Road, CS (979) 
776-8969; 105 Southwest Parkway, 
CS (979) 696-7900; 1010 South Texas 
Avenue, Bryan (979) 822-6033. A 
family run business, C&J Barbeque 
serves sausage, pork loin, pulled pork, 
turkey, brisket, chicken, ribs, and more 
at each of their locations. Open M-Th 
10:30am-8:30pm, F-Sa 10:30am-9pm, 
and Su 11am-3pm.
CAFÉ ECCELL & LA BODEGA TACO BAR
cafeeccellbryantx.com, 4401 S. Texas 
Avenue (979) 599-7929. For private 
parties, weddings, or any event off 
premise from buffets and mixers to fine 
dining for 25-1,000 people. Café Eccell 
plus La Bodega Taco Bar plus your 
imagination adds up to Eccell Group 
Catering and anything you want!

CAFFE CAPRI ITALIAN RESTAURANT
theplaceforitalian.com, 222 N Main St, 
Bryan (979) 822-2675. This award-
winning downtown restaurant has 
been serving creative and reasonably 
priced Italian dishes for 20 years. Enjoy 
their art deco interior, local art display, 
and upbeat atmosphere. Lunch M-F 
11am-2pm; Dinner M-Th 5:30-9pm; 
F-Sa 5pm-9pm.
CAMPFIRE RESTAURANT  
AT THE STELLA HOTEL
thestellahotel.com, 4100 Lake Atlas 
Drive, Bryan (979) 421-4444. Here 
guests are greeted with the rich aroma 
of smoke and seasonings used to serve 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner made 
with the best ingredients in Central 
Texas. Raise a toast to bourbon-fueled 
cocktails and magnum wine tastings at 
the Chef’s Table, an outdoor perch by 
the fire pit, or a table in the main dining 
room with a view of the open kitchen!
CASA DO BRASIL
casadobrasil.com, 1665 Greens Prairie 
Rd W, CS (979) 596-5586. The first 
Brazilian steakhouse in the Brazos 
Valley is now open! You can enjoy meat 
delivered to your table on hot skewers 
and carved directly onto your plate. 
The steakhouse also serves traditional 
favorites including the national drink of 
Brazil, the Caipirinha. M-F 11am-2pm, 
5-9:30pm; S 4-10pm; Su 11am-2pm.
CHEF TAI’S MOBILE BISTRO
cheftai.com, check website for daily 
locations and hours (979) 268-3251. 
Chef Tai’s Mobile Bistro is America’s 
Favorite Food Truck serving a blend of 
globally inspired cuisine.
DOWNTOWN UNCORKED WINE BAR
206 West 26th St, Bryan (979) 823-
4837. Voted Best Wine By The Glass, 
Downtown Uncorked Wine Bar is where 
the adults go. Choose from more than 
100 bottles! Special nights include 
Women Gone Wine Wednesdays, Half 
Price Bottle Thursdays, and Friday Night 
Flights.
THE ANGRY ELEPHANT  
BAR AND GRILL
650 William D Fitch Pkwy #500, College 
Station (979) 704-5110. Enjoy drinks 
and hot dogs at the politically themed 
bar featuring specialty cocktails and 

items such as the George Bush BLT Dog. 
11am-2am.
FOUR POINTS BY SHERATON
fourpointscollegestation.com, 1503 
Texas Avenue South College Station, 
TX 77840. (979) 693-1741. A mile away 
from Texas A&M University, Four Points 
by Sheraton College Station is in the 
heart of town. Four Points is great 
for overnight stays, receptions and 
meetings, and more! 
THE HONEYBAKED HAM CO. & CAFÉ
Order catering online at 
MyHoneyBakedStore.com, 3975 Hwy 
6 S and Rock Prairie Road, CS (979) 
314-1229. Visit for specialty foods, 
catering, and café. One size gifts all! 
HoneyBaked gift cards available in 
any denomination. M-F 11am-6pm, Sa 
11am-5pm.

LUIGI’S PATIO RISTORANTE
luigispatioristorante.com, 3975 SH-6 
S, CS (979) 693-2742. Luigi’s Patio 
Ristorante offers genuine Italian cuisine 
in a cozy atmosphere that transports 
you straight to the heart of Italy. Live 
music, check website for schedule. 
Open for lunch Tu-Fri 11:30am-2pm. 
Open for dinner Tu-Su 5:30pm, call for 
closing times. Brunch Su 11:30am-2pm. 

MESSINA HOF WINERY
messinahof.com, 4545 Old Reliance Rd, 
Bryan (979) 778-9463.  Founded on the 
cornerstones of family, tradition, and 
romance, Messina Hof Winery & Resort 
has held its place as a Brazos Valley 
staple since 1977. Open M-Th 10am-
7pm, F-Sa 10am-8pm, Su 11am-6pm.

MADDEN’S CASUAL GOURMET
maddenscasualgourmet.com, 202 S 
Bryan Ave, Bryan (979) 779-2558. For 
catering and private party planning, 
call (979) 450-5334. Madden’s Casual 
Gourmet is the perfect place for lunch 
or dinner, celebrations, and catering 
any event! Open M-W 11am-2pm, 
Th-F 11am-3pm, S 10am-4pm, Th-S 
5pm-9pm. 
MR. G’S PIZZERIA
gotomrgs.com, 201 W 26th St, Bryan 
(979) 822-6747. At Mr. G’s, every slice 
is served with family pride, the freshest 
ingredients, original recipes, and only 
the finest imported Italian cheeses. 
Now serving gluten free pizza. Bryan 
location: M-F 11am-2pm & 5pm-9pm, 
Sa 5pm-9pm. 
MUST BE HEAVEN
mustbeheaven.com, 1700 Rock Prairie 
Rd, CS (979) 764-9222. Reminisce the 
good ol’ days of ice cream shoppes 
and hand-crafted sandwiches at Must 
Be Heaven. Bryan locations’ hours: 
M-F 8am-6pm, Sa 8am-3pm. College 
Station hours: M-F 8am-6pm, Sa 8am-
3pm.
NAPA FLATS WOOD-FIRED KITCHEN
napaflats.com, 1727 Texas Ave. S. 
College Station (979) 383-2500. 
Dining out never tasted so good. Enjoy 
California inspired cuisine made over 
a wood fired grill at Napa Flats. Open 
M-Th 11am-10pm, F-Sa 11am-11pm, Su 
11am-9:30pm. 
PAOLO’S ITALIAN KITCHEN

PaolosItalianKitchen.com, 809 
University Dr #100, CS (979) 485-
2704. Life is too short not to eat well. 
Signature dishes include Veal Marsala 
and Nonna’s Lasagna. Paolo’s also 
has catering options, as well as two 
banquet rooms to host private events! 
Lunch M-Sa 11am-2pm, Dinner M-Sa 
5pm-930pm.
PEACH CREEK VINEYARDS
PeachCreekVineyards.com, 2029 
Peach Creek Rd, CS (936) 825-3669. 
There’s plenty of parking at this 
picturesque operation nestled in the 
beautiful countryside near College 
Station. Visit this winery and novelty 
gift shop in the heart of a Texas 
vineyard. While there, be sure to view 
the antique grape press from the late 
1800s and ask about the Adopt-A-
Vine program. Open Tu-F 3-6pm, Sa 
12-6pm, Su by appointment.
READFIELD MEATS & DELI
readfieldmeats.com, 2701 S Texas Ave, 
Bryan (979) 822-1594. Your summer 
solution to meal planning and great 
BBQs, choose USDA Choice & Prime 
beef, Midwest Grain-fed Pork, Fresh 
Poultry, Lamb, Smoked Sausage, Cajun 
Boudin, and Honey Glazed Hams. Open 
M-F 8am-6pm, Sa 8am-4pm.
THE REPUBLIC
therepublic1836.com, 701 University 
Dr. E #406, CS (979) 260-4120. 
Recently receiving the designation of 
AAA four diamond steak house, The 
Republic offers a variety of gourmet 
steak options, seafood, wine, and 
whiskey. Their focus is on the use of 
fine, locally grown foods and simple 
Texas cooking in an elegant setting. 
Open M-Sa 5-10pm.
THE TAP
tapbcs.com, 815 Harvey Rd, CS (979) 
696-5570. The Tap is a former train 
depot transformed into a sports bar and 
restaurant. This local favorite has more 
than 30 TVs, darts, pool tables, NTN 
trivia, dominoes, two huge porches, 
occasional live music specials, burgers, 
sandwiches, and free peanuts. M-Sa 
11am-2pm.
TRUMAN CHOCOLATES
trumanchocolates.com, 4407 S 
Texas Ave, Bryan (979) 260-4519. 
Choose from signature series boxes or 
customize your own. Numerous flavors 
to choose from. Made on site by well-
trained staff. Perfect to leave a lasting 
impression for any event! Open M-F 
10am-6pm; Sa 10am-3pm; Closed on 
Sunday.
VERITAS WINE & BISTRO
www.veritaswineandbistro.com, 830 
University Dr. E, Ste 400, CS (979) 
268-3251. Classically trained chefs 
offer creative cuisine in a casual, 
contemporary setting. Veritas embraces 
usage of organic and local produce, 
wild caught seafood flown in directly 
from the source, as well as poultry and 
meat raised naturally.  Lunch M-Sa 
11am-2pm; Dinner Sun-Th 5:30pm-
9:30pm, F-Sa 5:30pm-10pm.
WAYBACK BURGERS
waybackburgers.com, 3001 Wild 

Flower Drive, Bryan (979) 703-6623. 
Made-to-order burgers & milkshakes 
fill out the menu at this family friendly 
chain. Open M-Sa 10:30am-10pm, and 
Su 10:30am-9pm. 
ENTERTAINMENT & ATTRACTION

SCHLITTERBAHN
schlitterbahn.com, (409) 770-WAVE, 
(830) 625-2351. With waterparks 
in Corpus Christi, Galveston, New 
Braunfels, and South Padre Island, 
Schlitterbahn is the perfect destination 
for your family vacation. Make a splash 
this summer and enjoy free parking, 
free tubes, and picnicking by the pool!
GRIMES COUNTY
CLASSIC ROCK COFFEE CO.
facebook.com/crccnavasotatx, 129 
E. Washington Ave., Navasota, (936) 
727-5613. Great coffee, great music! 
Stop by to hear some classic rock and 
try coffee from around the world. M-Th 
7am-6pm, F 7am-7pm, Sa-Su 8am-7pm.
MARTHA’S BLOOMERS
MarthasBloomers.com 8101 Hwy 6, 
Navasota (936) 825-7400. Open Mon-
Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 11am-5pm. Step 
back in time to discover unique home 
décor, distinctive gifts & exceptional 
shopping finds. Enjoy a relaxing 
lunch at Café M Bloomer’s, a serene 
garden café offering scrumptious 
flavor, one delightful bite at a 
time. Choose from delicious soups, 
delectable sandwiches, fresh garden 
salads, tempting desserts, specialty 
teas, and more. Open Tu-Su, serving 
lunch 11am-3pm and desserts until 
4pm (Café closed Mondays). Cafe@
MarthasBloomers.com
WASHINGTON COUNTY
FUNKY ART CAFÉ & COFFEE BAR
202 W Commerce St, Brenham (979) 
836-5220. Delicious and different, 
Funky Art Café in Brenham offers 
enticing entrees to please the palate 
before shopping in its companion 
retail shop, The Pomegranate. M-Fr 
11am-2pm; Sa 11am-3pm.
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Sign Up for the Wednesday Wake Up to 
the Weekend Possibilities e-newsletter for 

Events, Live Music & More!
It’s FREE! InsiteBrazosValley.com
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Since 1962, Allen Samuels has been Your Friend in the Car Business 
throughout Texas. Here in Hearne we aim to live up to that name!

Come By, Let’s be Friends.

Small Town Charm
Big City Amenities

Your Friend in the Car Business Only 15 Miles North of Bryan on Highway 6!
AllenSamuelsHearne.com • 877-371-3227 • 4556 S. State Hwy 6, Hearne, TX 77859


