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Our community has many events that focus on the arts, food, health, the
outdoors, and fun things for the family to attend. One event that is fun for
all ages is karaoke. I’m not sure all karaoke is classified as good, but it is
always entertaining to watch people become stars in their own minds for
one song. My sons say this is a great way to meet people as well.
One of the perks of living in a college town is the world-class events Texas A&M
University has to offer. The university often brings in top-of-the-line speakers
and music. The conferences are mostly in the evenings and have such a
unique blend of topics that everyone will find a topic that fits their interest. Most
of these events are open to the general public, as well as students!
Dining out has become an event of its own, and our community has so
many choices of restaurants from casual dining like Sodolaks to a nice, sitdown restaurant like Madden’s Casual Gourmet – and the list is constantly
growing! Some of the best conversations happen around dinner on the
town or a casual drink, relaxing and enjoying each other’s company.
My favorite time is finding a sports bar, such as the Dixie Chicken, and
watching a game with a cold drink. This is not good for your body, but
it really works to get your spirits in the right place. You will always find
someone to talk about Aggie sports and what they would do if they were
the president, athletic director, head coach, coordinator, or even the guy
who runs the camera at the games.
Get out there and enjoy our community; there is a lot going on and you will
miss out if you stay on that couch with a remote control in your hand all
the time. — David Anderton

Visit our website at

integdoes.com
Serving the Brazos Valley!
123 E. Wm. J. Bryan Pkwy. | Bryan, TX 77803 | 979.823.5567

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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Mollie & Noah Fry
June 29, 2019
Story by KATIE JAMES
Photos by AUDREY SPIARS PHOTOGRAPHY
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hen Mollie McGehee and Noah Fry tied the knot at the Ice
House on Main on June 29, 2019, it was romantic, peaceful,
and personal. They met on the dating app Bumble, and after
dating for eight months, they were ready to get married.
Noah proposed in the backyard of Mollie’s parents’ house,
where her three older sisters had all had their wedding
receptions.
“I thought it was a normal day; I didn’t look good at all,” says
Mollie. When she got to her parents’ house, she found Noah in
what her family calls “the chapel,” an outdoor kitchen with a
cross hanging above it. “He was under the cross and our song was
playing. He forgot all the things he planned to say, but he waited
for our favorite part of the song and asked me to marry him.”
While planning the wedding, Mollie says things just fell into
place. They only toured two venues before deciding on the Ice
House in downtown Bryan.
“The Ice House was perfect because it wasn’t super modern,”
says Mollie. “We loved the feel of it and the story of the place.
It has the red brick, columns, hardwood floor thing, and the
lighting was cool. They flipped it between the ceremony and
reception while we were taking pictures.”
Taking pictures between the wedding and the reception
led to one of the most memorable moments for the couple:
Mollie and Noah sneaking across the street to Blackwater Draw
afterwards.
“Our photographer told us we had plenty of pictures, but we
still had 30 minutes before we were going to be presented at the
reception, so we ran across the street and had a beer and some
time to ourselves,” says Mollie. “It wasn’t planned and no one
knew where we were but our photographer. Blackwater Draw
didn’t charge us for our drinks and they were so excited for us.”
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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The wedding was full of personal moments and touches like that one. Their
party favors were bumblebee cookies as a nod to their start on Bumble, Mollie
wore the veil that all her older sisters had worn to get married, and they had
Whataburger deliver fries to the reception because their last name is Fry. Noah’s
6-year-old daughter from his previous marriage also got to share in the fun.
“They did a daddy-daughter dance instead of a mother and groom dance
because his mother passed away,” says Mollie. “That was really sweet. Piper
loved that; she was twirling everywhere.”
Rather than doing a first look, Mollie and Noah exchanged letters around a
corner and prayed together before walking down the aisle.
“One of my favorite parts of the day was walking down the aisle and seeing
him,” says Mollie. “My knees buckled because his faces were just the best. My
dad had to ask me if I was okay.”
As for advice she’d give to brides-to-be, Mollie notes she regretted not
hiring a videographer to capture footage of the day, but overall, she was glad
she used local vendors.
“[The Ice House] had a built-in coordinator that was amazing,” says Mollie.
“She took care of pricing and things beforehand, but she was also a day-of
coordinator and made a very detailed schedule with every little thing. …
Because we did all in-town people, they all know each other and were used to
working with each other, so it was very easy. It was very personal, and everyone
was so sweet.”
Ultimately, what was most important to Mollie was how personal and
intentional the wedding was itself.
“It was very intimate — just our people. We couldn’t stop giggling all day,”
says Mollie. “When you’re planning, you want to think about everyone else and
try to accommodate them all, but it’s the one day in your life that can be about
the two of you. It’s your wedding!” i

Fry Vendors
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Dress Coreena’s Bridal

Catering Admiral Catering

Cake Sandee’s Sweets

Invitations Aggieland Printing

Flowers Postoak Florist
Venue Ice House on Main

Special Linens and Cake Stand
Ashley & Co.

Music Downtown Event Services

Hotels Calvary Court and The LaSalle Hotel

Balloon Bubblelloon

Bridal Photos Calvary Court

Photographer Audrey Spiars Photography

Wedding Night Hotel The Stella Hotel

Wedding &Event Venue

979.822.venu (8368) • InnAtQuArryr Idge.com

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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Bailey & Jaxton McNair
March 16, 2019
Story by BRANDI M. GOMEZ
Photos by GRACE PHOTOGRAPHY
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ailey Brinkman was 18 years old when she and Jaxton
McNair began their relationship. However, Jaxton didn’t ask
Bailey to marry him until after dating four years.
Bailey is from Caldwell and Jaxton is from Snook, but their
families were close before they met, sending each other holiday
cards every year. The two did not know they would be more
than faces on a card until they met each other for the first time
at Hurricane Harry’s.
“You’re a Brinkman girl,” Jaxton said. “And you’re Jaxton,”
Bailey replied, remembering Jaxton from the Christmas cards
that hung on her family’s refrigerator, and they started talking
from there.
The story gets sweeter when Jaxton proposed during a family
picture day for 2017’s holiday cards.
“I did not expect it, but my mom told me that year that Jaxton
could be in our Christmas card,” Bailey says.
This took Bailey aback because her parents have a rule about
being featured in her family’s holiday cards.
“If you don’t have a ring, you don’t get to be in the picture,”
says Bailey.
Bailey says her mom dispelled suspicion by saying it was
okay because they had been together for four years. Jaxton’s
mom asked to join Bailey’s family on the day they were taking
pictures, explaining it was because they wanted to do Christmas
cards as well.
On Nov. 12, 2017, both families took the pictures behind
Bailey’s grandparents’ house in the pasture. Once the family
pictures were taken, it came down to her and Jaxton in their
own shots.
“He was whispering something in my ear, and I could not
hear him, so I turned to read his lips and he was getting down on

one knee,” says Bailey. “My face was like,
‘Oh my God,’ and I started crying.”
For Bailey and Jaxton, choosing a
wedding date was an act of narrowing
down the best date. They are big
hunters and Texas A&M University fans,
which effectively did the date selection
for them.
“We couldn’t do it during hunting
season,” says Bailey. “We couldn’t do it
on any Saturdays on a football game,
and I was in school, and in my hardest
semester ever, so I just found the week
we happened to be on spring break and
so it just became the day.”
When the day came, her entourage
included her two sisters as her matrons
of honor, eight of her friends, a junior
bridesmaid, and a flower girl. On her
groom’s side, there were 10 groomsmen
and a ringbearer, her nephew.

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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“He called rings ‘knuckles’, so we called
him ‘Knuckle Bear,’” Bailey says.
When choosing vendors, Bailey
wanted to stay local to her small town.
“I wanted to be traditional, so I knew
I wanted to get married in my church,”
says Bailey. “That was something that I
had set since when I was a little girl.”
For her dress, Bailey went in saying
she wanted a Cinderella type, but she was
encouraged to try on others.
“[The bridal gown retailer] said
usually when you come in and say that
is what you want, it isn’t what you really
want so, I was open to try on anything,”
says Bailey.
After trying on the few dresses she
knew she did not want, Bailey finally tried
on the Cinderella dress she saw when she
first walked in, and it was the one.
“I went out to my mother and motherin-law and they just knew that that was
the one,” she says.
Bailey chose the biggest expo center to
have their reception and fit the 500 guests
and more than 800 people who were fed.
The Burleson County Expo was perfect
after decorating it how she wanted.
The couple chose Texas Unlimited
Band, one of their favorite bands, to be
their entertainment for their special day.
“Oh, it was beyond what I thought
it was going to be; it was the best day
ever,” says Bailey. “I know everyone says
that, but it really was. Everything just
seemed magical to me. It was our type of
wedding; it was just perfect.” i

McNair Vendors

Church Elizabeth Lutheran Church, Caldwell
Reception Burleson County Expo
Photographer Grace Photography
Videographer Smart Video Services
Hair The Cottage (Sonja Brinkman, Ashlee
Telschow, Mariah Sandner, and Brooke
O’Brien)
Makeup Mariah Sandner
Bride Dress Georgio’s Bridal
Bridesmaid Dresses David’s Bridal
Florals Postoak Florist
Cakes Sandee’s Sweets
Band Texas Unlimited Band
Caterer Jacob Beran
Wedding Coordinator Amy Fritcher &
Ashley & Company
12
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Carey & Joe David Scarpinato
July 22, 2019
Story by SHELBI LEMEILLEUR
Photos by ZEKE’S PHOTOGRAPHY
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iving in a small town, Carey Crabtree
and Joe David Scarpinato had known
each other for a while, but it wasn’t until
January 2019 that they really connected.
Less than six months later, the couple
were married at the Calvert Gazebo on
June 22, 2019.
Carey is a teacher, so they knew a
summer wedding would be ideal. “We
kept it kind of simple,” says Carey. “We
did a lot of stuff on our own, but we did it
together and that was what was nice.”
The ceremony was at the Calvert
Gazebo and the reception was over at
Jake’s in downtown Calvert. Jake’s used to
be a bar — and even a bank at one point
— but now is a rental hall.
“It was just a neat, rustic, kind of
country wedding,” explains Carey. “That’s
what we wanted.”
It was also important for Carey and
Joe David to incorporate their family
into the wedding. Carey adopted a
daughter and Joe David has three sons.
From the beginning, the boys have taken
Carey’s daughter, Ryelah, in as their
own sister. The interactions throughout
the day made the wedding even more
special and memorable.

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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“When they pronounced us husband and
wife and to kiss the bride, when we went
to kiss, [Ryelah] got in the middle of us
and tried to separate us,” Carey laughs.
“It was a family type wedding. I had my
maid of honor and one of my best friends,
but then [Ryelah] was the flower girl, but
he had his three sons as the best man,
groomsmen, and ring bearer.”
To add to the family incorporation,
Joe David did a father/daughter dance
with Ryelah. Carey’s wedding ring also
has family significance. “My ring is my
grandmother’s wedding ring,” she says.
“The band and ring — it’s beautiful. ...
Not only is it memories of us, but I get to
remind myself with my grandparents’
marriage and their happiness. I feel like
she kind of knew when she left it to me
that something special was going to
happen with it.”
The personal touches don’t end
with family.
“The pastor that married us actually
baptized me three years ago, so that was
kind of special to have him involved, too,
because he’s seen me throughout the

506 Sulphur Springs RD
Bryan, TX 77801
(979) 779 6417
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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years,” Carey says. “I haven’t always lived
here; I moved from Houston. Moving
here, adopting my baby girl, now we have
a family — I feel like I was brought here.”
For future brides, Carey says not to
sweat the small stuff.
“The small things don’t matter,” Carey
stresses. “You’re not going to remember
the food, how it was prepped. You’re not
going to remember the exact flowers.
Enjoy. Be comfortable in your dress. It’s
the most wonderful day. Don’t let the
process get to you.” i

Scarpinato Vendors

Rehearsal Dinner En Gedi Vineyards
Catering Amas, Hearne
Cakes and Cupcakes Tina Cole, family
friend
Sibling Cookie Cake Nicole DeStafano,
family friend
Flowers Hearne Flower Shop
Reception Jake’s, Calvert
Ceremony Calvert Gazebo
Dress David’s Bridal
Photography Zeke’s Photography
18
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G iddings
tone
S
Mansion
The

Formal elegance to Texas chic.
Small intimate events to
1,000 guests.
Beautiful interior and outdoor
settings with spacious porches.
Bride and Groom suites.
Rooms for ceremonies,
receptions, lunches, dinners,
family gatherings.

A historic, Southern-style mansion in picturesque Brenham,
halfway between Houston and Austin. Romantic B&Bs, modern
lodging and attractions – all in the lush Bluebonnet country.

GiddingsStoneMansion.com
979-836-1690
Your Wedding, Your Way.

2203 Century Circle Drive • Brenham, TX 77833

P

ostoak Florist offers a gorgeous
selection of bridal bouquets,
wedding ceremony flowers, centerpieces
and floral cake decorations to fit any budget.
Whether your wedding is a Spring, Summer,
Fall or Winter event, simple or elegant, we
can provide beautiful, romantic flowers to
make your day unforgettable.

PPostostoak
Florist
Oak Village • 900-12 Harvey Rd.
College Station • (979)764-0091
www.postoakflorist.com

PHOTO BY MICHAEL KELLETT PHOTOGRAPHY

During the floral consultation with our
Texas Master Florists, we will work to
ensure all the wedding floral arrangements
and decorations complement your personal
style. From formal to outdoor casual we will
work to ensure that all your wedding décor
will help make your day everything you have
ever dreamed possible.

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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Shannon & Mark Deskin
September 28, 2019
Story Courtesy of INN AT QUARRY RIDGE
Photos by AUDREY LANE PHOTO

W

hile working for the Republic
Brewing Company back in
November of 2016, it was fate that would
have Shannon Seelye representing RBC
at the Dixie Chicken. The Chicken was
hosting a few Veterans Week boot walks
in celebration of the heroes who have
served our country, and due to the large
number of veterans in Shannon’s family
she volunteered for seven of the 10 walks.
While there, a good-looking Marine
caught her eye: Mark Deskin. After the
walk, they were hanging out at The
Chicken when one of their friends decided
he wanted a tattoo. They all piled into
their cars to go watch him do it, and
although he didn’t go through with it, the
most important part was Shannon seeing

20
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Mark’s willingness to drive their friend to
the parlor.
Even though she found him
intimidating, they started to make
reasons to see each other more, whether
it was Shannon doing more events for
The Chicken or Mark going for drinks at
RBC. She found out one day that Mark
was planning to go see Clayton Gardner
at the Lakeside Icehouse in Bryan, and
communicated that she would go, if and
only if he went so she wouldn’t be alone.
On March 25, 2017, Shannon found
herself at the Lakeside Icehouse waiting
for what seemed like a lifetime for Mark
to fulfill his promise of accompanying her
to the event. When he finally showed, they
talked it up, and the rest is history.

A LAND

of

PROMISE

RESERVE
YOUR PRIVATE EVENT
Weddings
Canoeing
Dinners
Hiking
Reunions
Biking
Conferences
Farm Tours
and much more
info@millicanreserve.com

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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Exactly a year later, Mark and Shannon
walked down the shore of Galveston
Beach looking for seashells in the early
morning sand. “Look!” Mark shouted,
“I think I found the prettiest one!” As
Shannon turned around, she saw Mark
down on one knee with the ring in his
hands, and he asked her for her hand
in marriage.
The ceremony was short, sweet, and
just how they wanted it. Shannon’s most
cherished moment of her big day was
walking down the aisle after the rings
were on and everything was said and
done. Mark took the end of the veil that
the wind was pulling out of her hair and
wrapped it around himself.
The reception was a blast. With
fajitas from their favorite hometown
restaurant and the best mix of music
that they’ve ever heard from a local DJ,
everyone had a good time. One of their
favorite touches was the non-traditional
cake shaped like the very restaurant
where they met.
Shannon chose The Inn at Quarry
Ridge because it fit perfectly with the
vision she had in mind. Stonehem Hall
was exactly what she was looking for
to partner with the maroon, blush, and
sunflower theme she dreamed about.
Shannon wants to let every future
bride know a few things as well.
“The biggest thing for brides is to
take it in,” says Shannon. “Take a step
back when sitting down to eat and look
at all the people who came to celebrate
your marriage. It will be a fast-paced
day, but take a second to stop and enjoy
everything and everyone who came.
Also, make sure that you get family
photos, especially with you and your
brother or sister!” i

Deskin Vendors

Coordinator Uniquely Set Events
Venue Inn at Quarry Ridge
Officiant Friend of family
DJ Downtown Event Services
Florist Willow Lane Floral
Rentals Ashley & Co
Photography Audrey Lane Photo
Photo Booth Innov8tive Imaging
Cake Sandee’s Sweets
Caterer La Casita — Porter
Hair/Make-up Cherry Blow Dry Bar
22
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Catering
Delivery
Event Space

We can host a party from 15-150 at our
Texas Ave. location near Downtown Bryan.
Thank you Brazos Valley for voting us “Best BBQ”
for 20 years straight! We are proud to have served
you for over 38 years and truly appreciate your
business. Our three locations are open daily.

979.822.6073
www.cjbbq.com

SELFIE STATION RENTALS

SELFIE STATION
2-HOUR PHOTO BOOTH RENTAL  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
• Party Props
• Photo Booth Concierge
• Instant Email & Text Sharing (when wifi present)
• Customized Photo Frame
• Unlimited 4x6 Prints
• Green Screen Available
ADDITIONAL PER HOUR CHARGE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $175

Aggie Owned & Operated

| (979) 822-1999 | www.AggielandWeddings.com
@AggielandDJs
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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Mackenzie & Kyle Sewell
October 5, 2019
Story Courtesy of 7F LODGE
Photos by PHOTO BY JOY

W
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hen Mackenzie Snyder and Kyle
Sewell first met, it wasn’t exactly
love at first sight. In fact, the Amazon
coworkers weren’t interested in each
other at all.
“We quickly realized we did like each
other… so much that we actually dated
in secret for six months because dating
another employee at the same fulfillment
center was not allowed,” says Mackenzie.
Although Mackenzie didn’t want a
wedding at all and Kyle wanted a big
wedding, they were able to settle on a
small, family only wedding.
“We really wanted a venue that was
going to be beautiful but also felt cozy
and quaint enough that the vibe of the
wedding would be more like a backyard
barbecue, and that’s exactly what we got
with 7F Lodge,” says Mackenzie.
When Oct. 5, 2019, came around,
the couple ended up loving how their
wedding day turned out, especially
because they had the Cody Ray Henry
Band there to perform.
“The day of was great,” says
Mackenzie. “It was so fun to see the venue

Home & Garden Expo Guide
Published in Partnership with the
Greater Brazos Valley Builders Assoc.

Home & Garden
Expo 2020
February 15 & 16, 2020

Where
community
rings true.

Combining wooded seclusion, wonderful amenities and an ideal location just
minutes from Kyle Field, Mission Ranch is Aggieland’s most exceptional
master-planned community. Make it your mission to discover just how
amazing life can be in Mission Ranch.
7 Acres of green space, scenic trails, private lake, and a stunning clubhouse
7 New on-site CSISD School 7 Homes from the $350s

2
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missionranchtx.com

1828 Feather Run, College Station, TX 77845 7 979.318.3900
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eautiful High Quality Custom Work.
If You Can Dream It, We Can Build It!

Since 2002, we’ve been serving Bryan, College Station,

and the Brazos Valley area by creating beautiful custom wrought iron
fence work, fences, handrails, and custom doors. We can design oneof-a-kind creations to greet your family, friends, neighbors or visitors.
Arturo and the rest of our staff are committed to helping you design a
brand new door, gate or fence that will look great and last you for many
years to come.

Art's Fencing and
Custom Doors

15 Years
Experience

ART'S FENCING & CUSTOM DOORS
4451 Mancuso Rd., Bryan, Texas

www.artsfencing.com | www.artsfencingonline.com
Call our team today for a consultation at 979-778-2709

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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gbvbuilders.org/home-garden-expo/

February 15 & 16

W

e are excited for all of you to join us for the 41st Annual Home & Garden
Expo Feb. 15 and 16. Over the past year we have been hard at work to
bring you experts in the home and garden industries. We would like to thank
our title sponsor EcoZapp A/C Efficiency for being the title sponsor once again
this year. The Home and Garden Expo is your one-stop shop to learn about
building, renovation, banking, insurance, flooring, lighting, cabinets, HVAC and
energy efficiency systems, windows, doors, fixtures, gardening, pools, outdoor
tools, patios, and so much more. With many experienced vendors to visit, you’re
sure to leave with new ideas and inspirations.
We have a great list of seminars in the ballroom that are lined up for you.
You can hear about things from vegetable gardening to remodeling realities.
You can gain lots of insight from the experts and then walk right out of
the seminars and meet with the professionals who can make your dream
projects a reality.
Located at the Brazos County Expo Complex, we have something for the
whole family. Make sure you don’t miss the seminars by the Brazos County
Master Gardeners, and if you come to the Expo with an appetite… you might
even find a few food trucks hanging around the exterior of the Exhibit Hall!
The Greater Brazos Valley Builders Association invite the local and
surrounding communities to come and be a part of the 41st Annual Home &
Garden Expo Feb. 15 and 16.
Randy Ripple, Senior Vice President, Commerce National Bank
Brian Windham, Owner, Sunspace Texas
2020 Home & Garden Expo Co-Chairmen
Randy Ripple
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Inside the Guide:
Seminar Schedule................................6
Exhibitor List: Booth Assignments.....8
Exhibitor Booth Map............................10
Renovations that Add
Value to Your Home.............................12
Best Bets for Happy Pets.....................16
Five Tips for a Modern
Mudroom Makeover.............................20
Bright Ideas for Home
Interior Lighting...................................22
Go Green, Reduce Energy Bills
with Smart Technology.......................26
Remodeling Right:
DIY or Professional...............................30
How to Recycle Unwanted
Household Items..................................32
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Home & Garden Expo Sponsors
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15th - 16th

FUN,
FAMILY Y
L
D
N
E
I
R
F
!
EVENT

Call EcoZapp this week for 25% OFF repairs - 979.314.7783

BCS Home & Garden Show!

First 25 homeowners to bring this flier to our booth receive
50% OFF 1st year of home A/C bi-annual services*
R-22’s January 1st 2020 phaseout milestone has passed. If you have R-22 in any
older A/C systems, ask how EcoZapp is able to help!
Learn how EcoZapp can currently earn College Station residents up to $800 in
rebates per old A/C system replacement* (Limited time frame)
P.S. Prices on new A/C equipment are increasing (EcoZapp carries multiple
brands and options to keep replacement prices low).
For a limited time - lock in new bids with low 2019 pricing for only a $100
deposit. FINANCING AVAILABLE.
TACLB 95692E

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com

*Visit EcoZappHVAC.com | 979.314.7783

FUN EXPO FOR VALENTINE’S DAY WEEKEND

Meet local
trades
& small
businesses
in the
community!
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SEMINAR SCHEDULE
Saturday

3 p.m. Reduce, Reuse, Recycle: Building an
EarthKind Supply Chain for the Kitchen Garden
Presented by Dr. Sarah N. Gatson, Texas Master Gardener.

10 a.m. Creating a Backyard Habitat

Presented by Molly Harris, Texas Master Naturalist and Master Gardener

Backyards don’t have to be dull. By learning how to use both
native and adapted plants to attract wildlife, home gardens
can be both beautiful and lively. Planting a variety of herbs,
flowers, groundcovers, vines, shrubs, and trees that do well
in the Brazos Valley and encourages visitors such as bees,
butterflies, birds, and other species, adds interest to your
garden and provides color as well.

11 a.m. Year-Round Vegetable Gardening
Presented by Michael Vidrine, Master Gardener

In our area vegetable gardens can be productive throughout
the year. Planting a diverse variety of vegetables appropriate
for the changing seasons can yield a bountiful and almost
continuous harvest. Gardening in every season can also
broaden your appetite for vegetables that may be new to you.
A garden full of vegetables leaves little room for weeds.

1 p.m. Healing Through Horticulture
Presented by Katie Loewe, Master Gardener, and Victoria Bailey

Using evidence-based techniques, horticulture therapy
has shown to help improve memory, sensory processing,
cognition, task initiation, and socialization while
simultaneously reducing symptoms of depression, anxiety,
PTSD, and more. Research-based education in a judgmentfree atmosphere encourages healthy habits, coping skills,
and a positive self-image for survivors.

2 p.m. Rose Pruning in the Age of the
Rose Rosette Virus
Presented by Maggie Boriski, Master Gardener

Feb. 14 is the traditional day to prune roses. Timely and
careful pruning encourages good health for roses, gives
them a good structure and size, and helps prevent Rose
Rosette virus. It is also important to control mites carrying
the virus, and experts are in the process of developing and
breeding resistant roses.
6
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In this talk you will learn about several small food
garden styles built with low-cost and free (repurposed
and recycled) materials that are largely crowd-sourced
through the community. The talk will showcase raised
beds and container gardens — recommended styles for
Brazos County — and will include a discussion of existing
demonstrations in the local community.

Sunday

1 p.m. How to Select Materials for Raised Beds and
Initial Landscaping
Presented by Sam Feagley, Bachelor of Science in chemistry, Master of
Science in soil fertility, PhD in soil chemistry, and a Master Gardener

Preparing and managing raised flower beds and initial
landscaping will be discussed. How to select raised bed
materials and whether to use native soil or purchased
landscaping materials will be evaluated along with ways to
determine the amount of nutrients available in the initial
prepared soil.

2 p.m. The Realities of Home Remodeling: How to
Do it Right!
Presented by Dan Bawden, President, Legal Eagle Contractors, Co

If you are thinking about a remodeling project at your
home, big or small, don’t miss some very sound advice
and practical steps from an expert! The more you know,
the more prepared you will be and can set reasonable
expectations. Your home is your biggest investment and
making sure any remodel done properly can save time,
money, and headaches.
Dan Bawden holds many building certifications including Certified Aging in Place
Design Specialist, Graduate Master Builder, and Certified Graduate Remodeler. He
has been named Texas Remodeler of the Year four times, Houston Remodeler of
the Year Twice, and voted Best of HOUZZ three times.
INSITE February 2020

gbvbuilders.org

Home & Garden Expo Sponsors

February 15 & 16

1532 N. Baker Ave. • Bryan, TX 77803
979-822-6055

SouthwestHomesBCS.com
@SouthwestHomesBCS

Home & Garden Expo Sponsors
The Greater Brazos Valley Builders Association would like to thank this year’s Home & Garden Expo sponsors.
For advertising packets or information for the 2021 Home & Garden Expo, email info@gbvbuilders.org.

Title Sponsor

EcoZapp A/C Efficiency

Carolyn Windham Fox,
Marketing and Events Coordinator

Seminar Sponsor

Home Expo Committee

Southwest Homes
Commerce National Bank

Exhibitor Lounge Sponsor
University Title Company

Contributing Sponsors

Program Insurance Group
Audio Video
Sunspace Texas

HBA Staff Team

Randy Ripple
Brian Windham
Pam Cemino
Dwight Groves
Richard Palasota
Joshua Zapalac
Wesley Price
Zac Ray
Caryl Alvarado
Cari Bullington

Rosemarie Selman,
Executive Officer
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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Exhibitors List - Booth Assignments
COMPANY NAME

CATEGORY

BOOTH #

Leaffilter North Of Texas

Gutter Protection

114

Aggieland Bathtub & Shower Repair/
Steve's Refinishing Services

Bathtub & Shower Repair

203

Legacy Ace Hardware

Outdoor Equipment & Barbeque

715

LP Building Solutions

Building Products

210

Aggieland Carpet One

Flooring

301

Made In The Shade

Window Coverings

305

Aggieland Overhead Door & Fireplaces Garage Doors/Openers & Fireplaces

109

Magnolia Outdoor Living

Outdoor Furniture

803-804

Aggieland Roofing

Roofing Products

101

Majeza Jewelry Cleaner

Biodegradable Jewelry Cleaner

312

Airline Vacuum

Central Vacuum Systems For Homes

412

404-406

Iron Door, Fencing & Railing Samples

405, 407

Miracle Method of
Bryan-College Station

Refinishing

Art's Fencing And Custom Doors
Audio Video

Home Entertainment

208-307

My Massage Pillow

Decorative Massage Pillows

213

AW Flag & Flagpole Company

Flags & Flagpoles

906

Oakwood Custom Homes

Custom Home Builder

205

Barkers Heating And Cooling

HVAC Sales, Service

508, 607

Pella Windows & Doors

Windows & Ext. Doors

108, 207

Bath Expo & Window Expo

Bathroom & Window Replacement

709 & 711

Power Home Remodeling Group

Exterior Retrofits

702 & 704

Batteries Plus

Batteries & More

202

Premier Pools And Spas

Swimming Pool Construction

801-802

Bingham Construction
& Remodeling/As Solatube

Remodeling, Solar, Energy

201

Program Insurance Group

Insurance

705

Rebath of Central Texas

Bathroom Remodeling

504-506

Boral Roofing

Roofing Products

505

Renewal by Andersen

Windows

314

Brazos Valley Groundwater
Conservation District

Water Conservation

512

Richmon Homes

Home Builder

710 & 712

Brazos Valley Schools Credit Union

Real Estate Loan Services/Financial Inst.

606

RM Mullinix HVAC

HVAC Sales & Service

310, 409

Brazos Valley Floor & Design, Premier
Countertop Design & Kent Moore Cabinets

Flooring/Lighting/Countertops/Cabients

East Wing

Rock-Crete Foam Insulators

Foam Insulation

514

RV Source

RV Sales Parts & Service

1 Outdoor Space

Bryan Broadcasting

Welcome Home Brazos Valley Magazine TBD

Sharp Propane

Propane & Accessories

309

Bryan Texas Utilities

Utility Services

112

Siegert One Hour Heating & AC

HVAC Service/Install

701 & 703

Budget Blinds Of College Station

Window Treatments

807-808

Sit Means Sit Dog Training

Dog Training

805-806

Built Green Custom Homes

Custom Home Builder

611

Sleep Number

Adjustable Beds

204

BV Master Gardeners

Horticulture

Ballroom

Solar X Of Texas

Solar Screens

110 & 209

Cabinet Expressions

Cabinets

708

Southwest Homes

Home Builder

905

Century 21 Beal

Real Estate Sales

103

Stampede Coating

Concrete Floor Coating

408,507

College Station Utilities

Utility Services

510 & 609

Suddenlink by Altice

Tv & Internet

212

Cutco Cutlery

Kitchen Utensils

102

Sully Power Wash

Power Washing

603

Dailey Company

Residential Electric & Hvac Services

303

Sunshine Fun Pools

Pools And Spas

903-904

EcoZapp

AC Efficiency

Title Sponsor

Sunspace Texas Company

Sunrooms

414 & 513

Hellofresh

Home Cooked Meal Delivery Service

503

Superior Sleep

Adjustable Beds

502 & 601

INSITE Magazine

Media

Front Entrance

Superior Window Company

Windows

907-908

Invisible Fence

Invisible Fencing

206

University Electric

Electrical Contractor

402 &501

Hob Knob Interior Hardware

Home Hardware

614

Vanguard Enhanced Concrete

Decorative Concrete

809

J5 Tractors

Agricultural/Outdoor

901-902, 1 Outdoor

WC Tractor

Equipment Dealer

2 Outdoor Spaces

Kessler Insurance Agency

Insurance

411

Window World

Kevin's Landscapes

Landscape Design, Installation,
Maintenance

713

Replacement Windows, Doors, Siding 306 & 308
Premium Booth

WRI Tractors

Agricultural/Outdoor

Cookware

602 & 604

Kitchen Craft

8
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410, 509, 511

Booths entered as of Jan. 28 and could be subject to change. Visit gbvbuilders.org to see
the most accurate and current list of booths.
INSITE February 2020

Products & Services • Since 1946

Choose the best when it comes to your home!
At ACME Glass we offer custom shower enclosures,
glass cabinet inserts, beveled mirrors and more.
We can help make your dream home a reality!
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com

979.822.5871
ACMEGLASS.COM
810 S WASHINGTON AVE
BRYAN, TX 77803
Home & Garden Expo Guide 2020
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EXHIBITOR BOOTH MAP
SEMINARS >>>

East

713

Wing

714
715
308
306

E
X
I

T

BCMG >>>

407

(Ballroom)

Brazos
County

Master
Gardener
Exhibit
(Ballroom)

405

E
N
T
R
Y

Ticket Counter

MAIN EXHIBIT HALL LAYOUT

41st Annual Home & Garden Expo
February 15 & 16, 2020
Brazos County Expo
PLEASE NOTE: Booth layout is not to scale. The Association reserves the right to alter the location of exhibitors,
or of booths as shown on the official floor plan, if deemed in the best interest of the exposition.
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CR 201 Ranch Estates in Snook, Texas

10-20 Acre Tracts, Larger Parcels Available
Lakes, County

Conveniently Located in the Texas Triangle:
15 Minutes from Texas A&M University in College Station
1 hour to Houston – 1.5 hours to Austin – 2.5 hours to San Antonio

Maintained Roads,
Abundant Wildlife,
a Perfect Mix of
Mature Oaks
& Pastures

Great for a weekend retreat or a permanent residence!
Call for Introductory Pricing, Financing Available
AXIOM REALTY, LLC
Cody Hall, Broker
979-324-3336
cody@axiomrealtybcs.com
www.AxiomRealtyBCS.com
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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RENOVATIONS THAT ADD
VALUE TO YOUR HOME

BY NATHANAEL COOK, COOK AND SONS KITCHEN AND BATHS, GREATER BRAZOS VALLEY BUILDERS ASSOCIATION REMODELERS COUNCIL CHARIMAN

Making home improvements will
enhance your home’s comfort as
well as add to its value. However,
not all home improvement
projects are created equal. If you
plan on selling your home in the
near-future or long-term, take
the time now to focus on those
projects that offer the best return
on your investment. While the
cost and value of your home
improvements will vary based on
many factors, if you have an older
home, the following projects often
have the biggest impact when the
time comes to sell your home.
12
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Kitchen. From cooking to catching
up with friends and family, the
kitchen is the heart of the home. Not
only will you enjoy a new kitchen,
potential home buyers are attracted to
a modern, functional space. According
to Remodeling magazine’s 2019 Cost
vs. Value Report, home owners can
recoup about 80 percent of the cost of
a minor kitchen remodel. So, while a
gourmet kitchen would be nice, it isn’t
necessary from an investment standpoint.
Moderate updates such as replacing
outdated appliances or cabinets are great
ways to makeover a kitchen. Even small
adjustments such as changing out old
hardware or adding a new faucet can add
up in a big way.
Bath. If you have bigger underlying
issues such as mold or water damage, you
should consider a complete bathroom
remodel. Homes with these types

of issues will likely not pass a home
inspection. You may end up paying for
repairs — now or later. Your bathroom
does not need to be completely gutted to
add value to your home. Dated materials
or fixtures can make a big difference
with first impressions. A recent National
Association of Home Builders survey of
home buyers revealed that more than half
(63 percent) preferred a white toilet, tub,
and sink.
Curb Appeal. First impressions
are key for home buyers. A fresh,
inviting look can be achieved with a
well-maintained landscape. Mature
trees and trimmed grass can draw
prospective buyers to a home. Beyond
the landscaping, installing new hardware,
doors, and windows can greatly enhance
your home’s exterior appearance. If you
have panels that are loose, rotted, warped,
cracked, or molded, it is time to consider
INSITE February 2020

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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• Home
• Auto
• Life
• Farm/Ranch
• Commercial
Hours: 310 S. Blue Bell Road
Mon. - Thurs. 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m Brenham, TX 77833
Fri. 7:30 a.m-12 p.m. 979-836-4241

www.dahmanninsurance.com

and
n
i
e
m
o
C
’s
see what

having them replaced.
Interior Paint. A fresh coat of paint with a personalized or
bold hue is a welcomed choice, but only if you’re not looking
to sell your home soon. If you are putting your home on the
market, neutral colors are ideal. The color of your walls is only
a small part of your home, but it can influence a potential home
buyer. When buyers walk through a home, they often visualize
what it would be like to live in the home, so it’s best to use paint
colors that won’t distract potential buyers.
Roof. Another big-ticket home improvement — but
one that will add significant value to your home — is a roof
replacement. Remodeling magazine estimates that home
owners can recoup about 68 percent of the cost of an asphalt
shingle roof replacement, and 61 percent of the cost of a metal
roof replacement. There are many roofing options available for
homeowners, from a variety of colors and textures to longer
warranties and enhanced energy efficiency.
To learn more about remodeling projects that improve
value or to find a remodeler in the Greater Brazos Valley, visit
gbvbuilders.org/remodeler.

New!

dealers lighting
an employee owned company
101 Koenig St., Bryan, Texas

(979) 775-1697
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High Performance Garage Floor Coatings

INDUSTRIAL/COMMERCIAL
• Automotive
• Restaurants
• Wedding Venues

• Mechanical
• Commercial Food/Beverage
• Wineries

RESIDENTIAL
• Garage Floors
• Patio/Pool Decks
• Shop Floors

• Driveways

#1 EPOXY FLOOR INSTALLER IN BRYAN/COLLEGE STATION

To Schedule Your Free Consultation Today:

Contact: Jamie Parsons

Phone 979.587.8505 • jamieparsons2@gmail.com

Proudly Serving B/CS for Over 14 Years
Locally Owned & Operated

www.pro-texcoatings.com

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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BEST BETS FOR HAPPY PETS
BY THE GREATER BRAZOS VALLEY BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

Eating a good meal, taking a
nap, or playing outdoors are just
a few of the simple pleasures in
life that most pets and humans
both appreciate. There are
several ways you can show your
pet how much they mean to you
by incorporating certain design
elements into your home. Many
features will not only cater to
your pet’s lifestyle, but they
also can enhance your home’s
appearance and add to its value.
16
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Whether you’re looking to buy a new
home, remodel your existing home, or
just need some inspiration for how to use
your current space, here are a few ideas to
get started.

Improving Comfort
and Convenience

Designing areas within your home where
your pet can eat, sleep, and bathe tells
them they are just as much a member of
the family as everyone else. Having these
dedicated locations can also help reduce
the amount of time you spend cleaning
up after your pet.
Built-in eating areas are among
the most popular design concepts

for homeowners with pets. Beneath
the kitchen counter, under an island,
or within a pull-out drawer are all
great options to help save space and
minimize spills.
Custom nooks provide your pet with
a quiet retreat to nap or play. Look for
opportunities to incorporate these nooks
beneath bay windows, or convert a
cluttered crawl space beneath stairs into
your pet’s private refuge.
Pet-washing stations in laundry/
mudrooms can significantly improve
the cleanliness of your home. An
enclosed tiled area with an extended
faucet can be used to give your pet a
full bath or simply to clean paws after
a romp outdoors.
INSITE February 2020

FOR HIM, IT’S ALL
A B O U T S Q UA R E F O O TA G E
For you, building a custom home will be a meticulous
labor of love. For this guy, it’s the 12 miles of hike and
bike trails that will wag his tail. Rooted in 370 acres
of Texas ranch land in College Station, Greens Prairie
Reserve offers a high-end destination for good living.

Homesites Now Available

Welcome to the Land of Home
info@greensprairiereserve.com | (979) 243-2000 | greensprairiereserve.com
Home & Garden Expo Guide 2020

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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Bower & Wilkins – Klipsch – JL Audio – Definitive Technology

The finest audio and video equipment.
Luxurious home theaters. Cutting-edge
reliable home automation.
FOR OVER 4O YEARS

VISIT OUR DESIGN CENTER
909 University Drive E • College Station • 979.268.6010

www.audiovideobcs.com
Sony – Sun Brite – Stewart Filmscreen – Integra

Control4 – Savant – Lutron – Kaleidescape – Screen Innovations

Sony ES – McIntosh – Yamaha – Sonance – LG

HOMESweet HOME WITH
BVSCU
Our Mortgage Loans* Apply
To The Following:
• Home Purchase
• Home Reﬁnance
• Home Improvement
• Home Equity
• Home Equity Line
of Credit
College Station Branch
2298 Longmire
College Station, Texas 77845
Phone: 979.693.1818

• Purchase Plus
Improvements
• Construction
• Land

Beneﬁts Include:
• No Private Mortgage Insurance (PMI)
• Retention of Servicing
• Free Insurance Quotes
• Up to 95% Financing*

Bryan Branch
2017 S. Texas Ave.
Bryan, Texas 77802
Phone: 979.822.3721

Call the Real Estate Department today
at 281-391-2149 for a mortgage quote.

Federally Insured by NCUA

• www.bvscu.org
EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

* All loans subject to credit approval. You must be a member or eligible for membership to
qualify. Rates, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Rates, terms
and conditions vary depending on credit score, payment history and other underwriting
criteria. BVSCU is an Equal Credit Opportunity Lender. Insurance and warranty products
are not products of BVSCU and are not obligations or guaranteed by BVSCU. Insurance
and warranty may be purchased from an agent or an insurance company of your choice
and BVSCU makes no representations as to the services of any provider.
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Selecting the Right Flooring

With the appropriate flooring, both you and your pet can live
amicably without pointing fingers (or paws) at one another
whenever a new scratch or a spill is discovered. Flooring
options today are seemingly endless, and each type comes
with varying levels of durability, so you’ll want to do your
research as well as consult with a professional before making
the investment.
Bamboo flooring is becoming increasingly popular,
especially among pet owners, for its hardness and resistance to
stains. For those who are trying to be green, both bamboo and
cork flooring are also good for the environment.
Hardwood floors have long been among the most desirable
options, though many different types of wood and finishes are
highly prone to showing wear over time.
Laminate, stone, and tile floors might not be your best
option if your pet’s comfort is a top priority. While they are
much more durable and typically resist scratches better than
other flooring, some pets will find them to be uncomfortably
hard and exceedingly slippery.
To find a homebuilder, remodeler, or designer who can help
you make the best home design choices for your pets, go to the
member directory at gbvbuilders.org.
INSITE February 2020

wernemann
FLOORING
visit

come
our new

showroom

Photo courtesy of

SHOWROOM: 1147 N. EARL RUDDER FWY • BRYAN, TX 77803
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AGGIE
OWNED & OPERATED • ZFloors.net •Home
979.776.2800

FIVE TIPS FOR A MODERN
MUDROOM MAKEOVER
BY THE GREATER BRAZOS VALLEY BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

A well-organized mudroom can
reduce clutter near the entryway
of your home. For some home
owners, a mudroom is an actual
built out space to store everything
from gloves to sports gear. If you
do not have a separate “room” in
your home there are still plenty
of ways to maximize the storage
space near your entryway.
A well-designed entryway is also
attractive to future home buyers. Keep the
area near your home entrance organized
and clutter-free with these tips.
Focus on functionality and space.
Before building out shelves or picking out
wall art, think about how you plan to use the
space. If you have an entire room, you may
opt for more shelving to store household
gadgets or hobby supplies. A closet without
20
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the door near your entryway can be easily
decorated and outfitted with hooks. A wall,
not a room, will require an organized system
with some items displayed or hidden, based
on your preferences.
Think about your floor before the
décor. This area of your home gets the
most foot traffic (and mud!) so you’ll
need a durable, moisture resistant
flooring option. Heavy duty flooring
material is your best bet, such as tile or
stone. You’ll want something that is easy
to clean since this space will be dirty
often. If upgrading your flooring isn’t an
option, adding a wool rug can increase
the functionality of the space since it is
naturally resistant to mold and moisture.
Size up your seating options. Adding
a built-in seating area or bench can be
helpful for taking off your shoes. You
can also place items or shoes in a tray
or cubby underneath a seat. A flip seat
can hide items away while making them
accessible. Footstools can also serve as a

seating option for smaller spaces.
Get organized. Storage options are
infinite, from hooks to bins to adjustable
shelves and lockers. Before adding unique
organizing options to your space, take
an assessment of what you have. Do you
have more hats or sports gear? Maybe
you’ll opt for more hooks than shelves
or vice versa. Smaller items can be easily
tucked away in bins and baskets. Once
you’ve taken inventory you’ll want to
keep the most used items near your door.
Create a color palate. Since the
mudroom will be the first area you see as
you enter your home, you’ll want to find
a color or pattern that speaks the most
to you. If you’re adding new wall color,
select a paint that is stain resistant or easy
to clean.
For more information about the latest
designs or to find a home remodeler in
your area to help you create an inviting
entryway, go to gbvbuilders.org for
directory listings.
INSITE February 2020

Discover Affordable Luxury.
leading homebuilder known for
quality craftsmanship & affordability
exceptional experience in every interaction —
before, during, and after the sale.
superior warranty service backed by industry
leading 1-2-10 StrucSure Home Warranty

temple - belton | georgetown | bryan-college station

www.OmegaBuilders.com
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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BRIGHT IDEAS FOR HOME
INTERIOR LIGHTING
BY THE GREATER BRAZOS VALLEY HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

It’s hard to beat the great natural
light of spring and summer, but
fall and winter do not have to
be dark and gloomy. Take the
opportunity to add interest,
comfort, and function to a room
with lighting.
A lot of rooms are really a blank canvas
when it comes to lighting. You may have
recessed lights already installed, but not
much more. The multitude of styles of
lamps and fixtures give you the chance
to set a specific tone for the room, in
addition to helping tie together existing
chairs and furniture. Bulb choice makes a
big difference as well.
Lighting can be classified into three types:
• Ambient lighting creates a base layer
to establish the tone of the whole room.
• Task lighting illuminates a certain
area to address the room’s specific
function.
• Accent lighting draws attention to the
decorative features you love most.
22
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Here are some ideas to help give you a
little illumination inspiration for each
room of your home.

Ambient Lighting

For a room that is truly a blank slate
with no lighting, recessed ceiling lights
are an excellent addition for filling the
room with light without taking up what
is sometimes precious floor space. The
number of lights, the direction of the
lights, and a dimmer switch make it easy
to customize the amount and intensity
of light.
Pendant lighting comes in many
different shapes and sizes and is a great
way to create ambient light with fixtures
that make a statement. You can suspend
multiple light fixtures from the ceiling at
varying heights, which adds dimension
and visual interest to a dining area,
kitchen island, or hallway.

Task Lighting

Task lighting might include a table lamp
as a focal point to establish an inviting

conversation area, or you may want a
source of strong, white light over your
office table to give you full view of your
latest project. A floor lamp next to a
comfy chair is just the thing for curling
up with a magazine or book.
You can also use energy-efficient LED
light strips to softly illuminate rooms
from hidden sources. By placing an LED
light strip under each overhead cabinet
in your kitchen, you can brighten up the
countertops where you chop vegetables
or make a sandwich, or use it as a way to
keep the room gently aglow after your big
meal prep for the day is done.

Accent Lighting

Use accent lighting to draw focus to
details in a room or attract attention to the
lighting fixtures themselves. A chandelier
can be a classy and fun addition to a room,
and these days they come in a variety of
price points and styles from funky to retro
to ultra-modern.
Don’t forget there are also ways to
update or give a fresh look to existing
INSITE February 2020

(979) 764-8665
toolguysbcs.com
Professional Home Remodeling & Renovation

Best of the Brazos

Consecutive Winner!
2015-2019

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL INTERIOR DESIGNER

(979) 255-4825
COLLEGE STATION, TX
KARA@HOUSEOFFIVEDESIGN.COM

H O U S E O F F I V E D E S I G N .C O M
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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Your Local BCS Resource For Handmade,
Quality Furnishings Since 1998

Furniture with a Passion

Furniture Source International Retail store provides
a one-of-a-kind shopping experience for the whole
home located in College Station, Texas. Operating since
1998, we’ve expanded into a 28,000 square foot retail
showroom that offers the unique handmade solid wood
and hand forged iron furniture that we manufacture
and wholesale nationwide. You will also find Italian
leather upholstery, custom fabric upholstery, as well as
unique home accessories and gifts. In addition to an everevolving showroom floor, Patio Source, our new outdoor
living showroom, features everything you need to create
a comfortable outdoor living space. Visit our Clearance
Center for unique finds and incredible mark downs. From
start to finish, our approachable, knowledgeable sales team
can help you create a custom look, or a custom piece of
furniture.

fixtures and lamps, either with a new shade or globe or perhaps
by removing the covering altogether and using a lowerintensity, industrial-style light bulb for that old-timey feel.
With lighting alone, you can transform your space and spark
new use and interest in the rooms of your home. Maybe they’ll
inspire some other changes as well, such as an antique furniture
piece or reupholstering a chair.
Do take care to install any fixtures properly, both to ensure
safety and to ensure they look their very best. For an installer
or remodeler you can trust, visit gbvbuilders.org/directory.

Come Shop With Us!
Hours : Mon – Sat: 10 am – 6 pm
Please visit our website: furnituresourceintl.com
979-690-2917 | 14761 FM 2154 | (Wellborn) | College Station
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Our Company
Your Local BCS Resource For Handmade, Quality Furnishings Since 1998

Furniture Source International
28,000 square foot retail store
provides a one-of-a-kind shopping
experience for the whole home.

Your BCS Furniture Shopping Destination!

Furniture with a Passion
Our Mission
•
•
•
•

Bring quality and interest back to the furniture market
Offer sustainable, eco-friendly furniture options
Create pieces that are handmade of solid materials
Lend character to the home with benchmade furniture in lieu of mass produced product

Open To The Public With Unbeatable Wholesale Prices
Hours: Mon - Sat: 10 am - 6 pm

Locally owned and operated, Furniture Source International is a unique retail experience for the whole home. As
furniture manufacturers for nationwide retailers, we design benchmade furniture and accent pieces of solid and
reclaimed hardwoods and hand forged iron. Offering hand upholstered Italian leather seating and hand-finished
collections in living, dining and bedroom, we offer the greatest variety of heirloom quality furnishings in the
Brazos Valley.

Please visit our website: furnituresourceintl.com

979-690-2917 | 14761 FM 2154 (Wellborn Rd.) | Home
College
Station
& Garden Expo Guide 2020

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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GO GREEN, REDUCE ENERGY
BILLS WITH SMART TECHNOLOGY
COURTESY OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF HOME BUILDERS

From “learning” thermostats
to energy saving smartphone
apps, it has never been easier
to monitor and control your
home’s energy use. While we all
love doing our part to help the
environment, the real draw here
is how these simple solutions will
help you save money by keeping
those monthly energy bills low.
Here are just some of many easy
home energy-monitoring tools
that can help your home run as
efficiently as possible.

Smart Thermostats

With the dog days of summer fast
approaching, many homeowners worry
they won’t be able to keep their homes
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comfortable without their energy
bills going through the roof. Luckily,
innovations in smart thermostat
technology can help you keep your
house cool and refreshing without
breaking the bank.
Nest Labs offers the Nest Learning
Thermostat. This sleek, minimally
designed wall thermostat can be
adjusted manually in your home or
wirelessly from any location through
your computer or smartphone. Each
time you adjust the thermostat,
Nest learns about your temperature
preferences and daily life. It then uses
this information to help you keep your
home at a consistently comfortable
temperature while simultaneously saving
money on energy costs. For example,
it learns to automatically adjust the
temperature when you’re away at work,
asleep at night, or when the weather
unexpectedly changes.
Other similar programmable
thermostats include the Ecobee Smart

Thermostat, the Honeywell Wi-Fi
Smart Thermostat, and the Venstar
ColorTouch Thermostat.

Smartphone Apps

Nowadays it seems like there is an
app for everything, and home energy
management is no exception. Among
the many smartphone apps that monitor
your home’s energy use is the highly
rated Kill-Ur-Watts. It’s a free app that
comprehensively monitors your home’s
electric energy use by gathering data
from your energy provider and relaying
that information back to you through
user-friendly, easy-to-understand graphs
and charts.
Although this information has always
been available to the inquisitive consumer
through your energy provider, apps like
Kill-Ur-Watts make it instantly accessible
and easily digestible so you can actually
put it to use. For example, it can help you
identify what time of day it is cheapest to
do your laundry or what appliances are
INSITE February 2020

WASTE

AEROSOL CANS • AUTOMOBILE FLUIDS
TAPED BATTERIES • COMPUTERS • COOKING OIL
COMPACT/FLUORESCENT LIGHT BULBS
HOUSEHOLD CLEANING AGENTS
MEDICATIONS • OIL & FILTERS
PAINTS/THINNERS • CHEMICALS • TVS
NO HOUSEHOLD GARBAGE

SATURDAY

HOUSEHOLD
HAZARDOUS

APRIL 18th 7AM-2PM

TAMU UNIVERSITY SERVICES BUILDING
www.twinoakshhw.com

Accepting New/Used
Books & Donations
for Books & a Blanket

Enter HWY 30/Harvey Rd.
If traveling East from Hwy 6, take the first LEFT AFTER Veteran’s Park.
*NO ENTRY ALLOWED FROM UNIVERSITY DR. EAST/HWY 60 *NO TIRES

HHW is FREE and OPEN to the residents of the Brazos Valley.
NO Commercial Business Generated Waste.

www.booksandablanket.com

Cool Your Outdoor Living Spaces
with Exterior Screens Today
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getting neglected and should therefore
be unplugged. These simple tips will not
only improve your home’s efficiency but
also cut down on your electric bill.
Similar smartphone energy
management apps include PlotWatt,
WattBuddy, and Bidgely.

Meter Sensors and Smart Meters

Unlike the smartphone energy
monitoring apps, meter sensors, and
smart meters feed you information
directly from your home’s existing
energy meter instead of sending data
from your energy provider. They
monitor every aspect of your electric
energy use and continuously send
information back to you. This helps
you learn exactly when and where your
home uses the most energy so you can
make informed decisions about how to
better manage energy consumption and
keep costs down.
Blue Line Innovation offers two
different meter sensors. The PowerCost
Monitor tracks the cost of running
specific appliances and shows where
power is wasted, perhaps in electronics
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you thought were turned
off overnight or while
you are at work. The Blue
Line Optical Sensor uses
optical readers attached
to your home meter to
monitor your energy
use comprehensively,
and alert you to any
problems that could
reduce your system’s
efficiency, such as
clogged air filters.
Smart meters
are only available
through your utility
company and make your home part
of the “smart grid.” The smart meters
connect homes and utility companies
in a two-way information stream with
the goal of optimizing energy efficiency
for homeowners and utility companies
alike. They allow the utility to read the
meter remotely so they can then offer you
“smart” pricing based what time of day
energy is cheapest. Homeowners can also
look online or use apps to assess their
home energy usage and reduce bills on

their own.
These are just a few home energy
management products that can help you
be a little kinder to the environment,
not to mention your wallets, without
sacrificing comfort or convenience in
the process.
To get more great tips on how to go
green and save on energy costs, visit
gbvbuilders.org or contact a Certified
Green Professional from the directory
at nahb.org.
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REMODELING RIGHT:
DIY OR PROFESSIONAL?
COURTESY OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF HOME BUILDERS

It’s fun and inspiring to watch TV
shows about home design and
remodeling – everything from the
latest looks in countertops to wholehouse remodels. YouTube and other
online video sites are chock-full of
helpful how-tos and demos to assist
homeowners through countless doit-yourself projects.
There are relatively simple home projects
that can be completed by DIYers, such
as hanging pictures, interior painting,
caulking, and changing doorknobs and
cabinet pulls. Homeowners with the
correct tools and a higher skill level
should be able to tackle some aesthetic
work such as installing crown molding.
However, it’s also important to know
when to stop and hire a professional.
Remodelers can tell you lots of funny
stories about siding installed upside down
— and sometimes scary stories involving
do-it-yourself electrical wiring gone awry. So
before you buy the latest or trendiest gizmo
30

Home & Garden Expo Guide 2020

for your home, ask yourself a few questions.
How much do you know? Replacing
the exhaust fan over your oven with
a built-in microwave looks like a
reasonably simple swap. But if you notice
your kitchen lights are dimming when
you zap your popcorn, you’ve probably
forgotten that the microwave, unlike
the exhaust fan, uses a lot more energy
and likely needs a dedicated circuit. A
remodeling professional knows that.
What if it doesn’t work? That YouTube
do-it-yourself video may make a tilework
project look doable, but will YouTube
give you your money back if you don’t lay
it straight? Professional remodelers may
not know everything, but they do take
responsibility for everything they do.
Are there any unintended
consequences? In today’s increasingly
efficient and more air-tight homes, it’s
more and more important to look at the
house as a system. Your new windows
are keeping out drafts, but how are they
affecting your home’s air quality once
the “natural ventilation” of the leaky old
ones are gone? Do you need to look at
mechanical ventilation systems? If so,

how big? A professional can tell you.
How do you know if it’s right for
your home? A professional remodeler
can advise you on products, finishes,
and appliances that match your lifestyle,
location, house size, and budget and help
you avoid spending money without a
reasonable payback on either resource
expense (energy and water, for example)
or the sale of your home when you are
ready to upsize or downsize.
How do you find a professional
remodeler? There’s a question with an easy
answer. Contact the Greater Brazos Valley
Builders Association, look on their online
directory at gbvbuilders.org/remodeler,
or search the National Association of
Home Builders’ Directory of Professional
Remodelers, nahb.org/remodelerdirectory,
to find a remodeler with the experience,
educational qualifications, and knowledge to
do the job right — the first time.
Find out more in person from
a nationally recognized expert by
attending the Remodeling Realities
seminar presented at the Home &
Garden Expo on Sunday, Feb. 16,
beginning at 2 p.m.
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A LAND

of

PROMISE

SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR
OF LAND AND HOMES
Villages:
The Creek
The Hollow
The Meadows
realestate@millicanreserve.com

I’m proud to protect Bryan College
Station because I know Bryan College
Station. As your local Allstate agent,
I know the ins and outs of all your
insurance needs. Call, email, or stop by
my ofﬁce any time so I can provide
protection for the things you love.
Jacqueline Voss
979-846-5758
4415 South Texas Avenue
Bryan
jvoss@allstate.com

252778

One place to help with
all your insurance needs.
Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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HOW TO RECYCLE UNWANTED
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS
BY CHAD MURPHY, PRESIDENT OF THE GREATER BRAZOS VALLEY BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

Your home may be filled with
items that are no longer useful but
can potentially be manufactured
into new products. Not only will
getting rid of household items
declutter your home, it also will
help reduce waste sent to landfills,
conserve natural resources,
and create jobs in recycling and
manufacturing industries in the
United States. Before you toss out
your unwanted household items,
consider recycling the following:
Glass: Bottles, jars and non-food glass
containers such as perfume or face
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creams are recyclable. It is important
to clean and dry items before recycling
them. Leftover particles or liquids can
contaminate other recyclables. Corks
should be removed from bottles and can
be composted. Larger glass items such as
vases, glass drinking cups, window glass,
and glass cookware cannot be recycled.
Lightbulbs are also not recyclable.
Paper: Beyond documents, many
types of paper can be recycled. Mixed
paper is a common household item and
can include discarded mail, magazines,
and cardboard. Your home office may
contain recyclable content such as
letterhead, files, phone books, copier
paper, or envelopes. Shredded paper is
recyclable. Do not recycle paper that is
wet, greasy, or soiled. Tainted paper is
unsuitable for reuse.

Large Appliances: Even if a household
item does not fit snug in a curbside
pickup container it still may be acceptable
for recycling. Large household appliances
such as stoves, washing machines,
refrigerators, or dishwashers are eligible
for recycling. Appliances contain metal
that can be reclaimed. You may be
eligible for a rebate from a local retailer
or utility company if you turn in your old
appliance for a new energy-efficient unit.
Your local waste management or public
works department may have curbside
pick-up available. Local scrap metal
recyclers may be interested in your old
appliances as well.
Hazardous Materials: Toxic materials
should be carefully disposed of to prevent
harm to people or the environment.
Older materials found in your home,
INSITE February 2020

Annual

HEALTH &
MEDICAL Issue

garage, or shed can be considered dangerous, such as paint
stripper with the newly banned toxic chemical methylene
chloride. This type of toxic substance should be removed from
your home with the appropriate personal protective clothing
such as gloves. Empty containers may have hazardous residual
chemicals. If your community does not have a local hazardous
material recycling center or designated days for pickup, some
businesses could properly dispose the substance. For example,
some garages may accept used motor oil for recycling.
Plastic: Plastic jugs, jars, and bottles can be recycled. Like
glass, plastic items must be cleaned and dry before it can be
recycled. Keep in mind that plastic cannot only be found in the
kitchen. Your bathroom may have items that can be recycled
as well such as shampoo, liquid soap, or mouth wash. Empty
plastic detergent or cleaning bottles in your laundry room or
utility closet are also ideal for recycling.
For more information on how to recycle your household
items in Brazos Valley, contact your City’s Waste
Management Department.

HURRY!
TO RESERVE YOUR

PLACEMENT IN THE
2020 SPRING PARADE
OF HOMES™ GUIDE

published in
partnership with
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Showcasing Your Business
in INSITE’S April Issue!
The April editorial focus will be
Annual Health & Medical Issue
ALSO INCLUDED:
Who To Call For What Ails You
Healthy Inside & Out
Fashion
Beauty & Fun
SPECIAL SECTION:
Spring Parade of Homes™ Guide

SPACE RESERVATION Deadline: 3/6/2020
Distribution: 4/3/2020

We want to be your first choice for Advertising & Printing,
as we offer a Complete Marketing Solution!

123 E. Wm. J. Bryan Pkwy., Bryan, Texas 77803
979.823.5567 office | 979.777.3214 cell
dave@insitebrazosvalley.com | www.InsiteBrazosValley.com

DAVE MARSH
MARKETING CONSULTANT

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com

Contact Dave Marsh for pricing
and space reservation.
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TIPS FOR PORCH AND
DECK MAINTENANCE
BY THE GREATER BRAZOS VALLEY BUILDERS ASSOCIATION

Summertime provides ideal
weather to enjoy the porch or deck
at home. Like your home’s interior,
you should keep your exterior clean
and in good shape for optimal
comfort. To help you enjoy your
outdoor living space, here are some
tips for porch or deck maintenance.
Cleaning: Sweep your deck and remove
debris trapped in between your deck
boards. A simple spray of water with
a garden hose can remove dirt. Bleach
will discolor your deck and wire brush
can damage wood. To remove mold
and mildew purchase a deck cleaning
solution. Some cleaners can be harmful to
plants so make sure they are removed or
covered before applying a solution.
Repairing: Wear and tear from weather
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can damage your porch. Conduct a visual
inspection for loose boards and nails.
Small issues can be repaired by removing,
flipping, and refastening the boards.
Splinters in wood can be sanded down. If
you see rotting wood under the boards,
you may need to consult a professional
for repairs. If your boards are cracked, it
is a sign it needs to be stained. If boards
on your deck are split, you will need to
completely replace the damaged board.
Staining: If your deck is cleaned
and repaired you may want to consider
adding a stain for a refreshed look. It is
time for a new stain if your deck does not
repel water easily. You should follow the
manufacturer’s directions for any stain
or seal you apply. Drying time depends
on the temperature and humidity level.
Avoid applying any product to your deck
or porch in the direct sun, which will dry
out the finish too quickly.

Decorating: New patio or deck décor
can liven up any outdoor space. Avoid
selecting natural fibers such as jute or
bamboo. This type of material absorbs
moisture and could lead to mildew on
your deck or porch. Add rugs and mats
made of recycled plastics to maximize
longevity and avoid mildew. Select
furniture constructed with materials
designed to withstand the elements,
such as cedar or teek, which are also
resistant to insect damage. Metallic
furniture made from iron, especially
with rust-resistant coating, is another
durable option. You can top off any style
of furniture with pillows and cushions
made of synthetic fibers, which can
starve off mildew or harmful UV-rays
from the sun.
For more home maintenance tips to
tackle early in the summer, contact
info@gbvbuilders.org.
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Air Conditioning & Heating Units,
Filtration Systems, Heat Pumps & More
HVAC Products

At Siegert One Hour Heating & Air Conditioning, we install only-top-of-the-line heating &
cooling systems to provide you with the home comfort you need with dependability you can
trust for years to come. From our advanced filtration systems and UV lights for air quality to
proper heat pumps, furnaces, and air conditioning units, we have all the best quality systems
from the most respectable manufacturers in the industry.
When you need a new heating or air conditioning unit installed in the greater Bryan, College
Station, TX, and surrounding areas within 50 miles, contact the experts at Siegert One Hour
Heating & Air Conditioning. We will get the job done right.

Proudly serving Bryan, College Station, TX, and surrounding
areas within 50 miles with Residential HVAC Services.

24/7 Emergency Service For All Of Brazos Valley
989 North Earl Rudder Freeway (Hwy 6) • Bryan, Texas 77802 • 844-210-1017

www.siegertonehour.com

1-888-8TRACTOR
www.wctractor.com

0%

FINANCING FOR

48

MONTHS*
on Z100 Series

BRENHAM | BRYAN | NAVASOTA | TEMPLE
*$0 Down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 48 months on purchases of select new Kubota Z100 Series equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock
inventory is available to qualified purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply.
Example: 48 monthly payments of $20.83 per $1,000 financed. Offer expires 2/29/20. Terms subject to change. This material is for descriptive
purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete
warranty, safety, incentive offer and product information, consult your local Dealer or go to KubotaUSA.com.

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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PERFECT

THE
ADDITION TO ANY

HOME

SUNROOMS
WeatherMaster ©

PORCH ENCLOSURE
Sunroom

Discover Fine Porch Living!

Sunroom

WeatherMaster©
Porch Enclosure

O.P.D. (Open Porch Disorder), is a hard
truth for many home owners. Thankfully
though, Sunspace of Texas is dedicated
to creating spaces you can enjoy as
additional living space for entertaining
friends and family throughout the year.
By providing outstanding customer
service and quality workmanship we
can offer your home or business style,
elegance, and functionality. We are
committed to enclosing Texas
one porch at a time!

Contact us for a free quote!

info@sunspacetexas.com
WeatherMaster©
Porch Enclosure
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WeatherMaster©
Porch Enclosure
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Sunroom

sunspacetexas.com

PHONE: 888-271-5810
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Specializing in

Destination Weddings
No passport required

CEREMONY, RECEPTION AND ACCOMMODATIONS

all in one Unique Destination
Ant Street Inn

979.836.7393

STREET I

N

T

B

R

S

N

AN

107 W. Commerce Street / Brenham, Texas 77833
www.antstreetinn.com / stay@antstreetinn.com

EN

HAM, T

EX

A

wedding
the

HUB
of East Texas

ble
Afforda
s
W e d d i norgFun

with room

f

Castle on the Lake
The Landmark
The Legacy • Love’s Lookout
The Chapel at Teaberry Farm
The Pines at Cherokee Farms
The Venue at Orchard Farms
Ruby Wedding Chapel
Patterson Civic Center
Rockdale, Texas

     
 

FOR MORE, VISIT

ExploreJacksonvilleTX.org

  

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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completely transformed in a way that
was unique to Kyle and I. We could not
have been happier with the look and style
of the venue. It’s seriously everything I
ever imagined and I’m so glad we were
able to host our wedding at 7F Lodge. The
venue is rustic yet elegant and the little
chapel is the cutest ever!”
Since she did not want a wedding to
begin with, Mackenzie relied heavily
on her wedding planner from Alice and
Apricot, Leslie Ochs.
“[Leslie] seriously did everything for
me. I have no idea what I would’ve done
without her,” says Mackenzie.
More than any of the details of the
wedding, Mackenzie was grateful for
the people who made the day special.
“Honestly, the best part about the
wedding — other than marrying Kyle,
of course — was just getting to interact
with all of our family in a casual yet
beautiful setting.” i

Sewell Vendors

Officiant Daniel Lumpee
Wedding Planner Leslie Ochs,
Alice & Apricot
Day of Coordinator All Things Planned
Invitations Leslie Ochs, Alice & Apricot
Photographer Photo by Joy
Floral Designer Petals and Pastels
Caterer Uncle Bob’s BBQ
Music Cody Ray Henry Band
Hair & Makeup Michael Johnson
Wedding Dress Bridal Boutique
Venue 7F Lodge
Linens 7F Lodge
26
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Wonderful

Chocolates for
Special Occasions

FLAVORS

White Chocolate | Strawberry Cheesecake | Strawberry
S’More | Red Velvet | Raspberry | Pistachio
Piña Colada | Peppermint | Peanut Butter | Peach
Passion Fruit | Mojito | Mint | Mimosa
Milk Chocolate | Margarita | Mango | Lemon
Key Lime | Honey | Grand Marnier | Espresso
Dark Chocolate | Cupcake | Crème Brûlée
Coffee | Coconut | Cinnamon | Cherry
Champagne | Chambord | Blackberry
Banana | Apple | Amaretto

Custom Candy Bars

(979) 260-4519 shop
4407 S. Texas Ave. Bryan, Texas 77802
www.trumanchocolates.com

WEDDINGS • PARTIES • CORPORATE EVENTS

NOW OFFERING FIRST DANCE ON A CLOUD!
Aggie Owned & Operated

Disc Jockeys & Emcees
Photo Booth
Monogram Lights
Up Lights
Cafe Bulbs

| (979) 822-1999 | www.AggielandWeddings.com
@AggielandDJs
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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Supporting Pink Alliance
Spring Bridal Show Benefits Breast Cancer
Support in the Brazos Valley
Compiled by INSITE STAFF

PHOTO BY GRACE PHOTOGRAPHY

Check out these local businesses
for all your wedding needs.
Cakes & Desserts

Cakes by Blondie
facebook.com/pages/Cakesby-Blondie/
(936) 873-2311
Ciana’s Cakes at The
Chocolate Gallery
bcschocolategallery.com
(979) 779-2804
Fabulous Fare
fabulousfare.com
(979) 324-4256
Fruit Your Fancy
FruitYourFancy.com
(979) 820-1888
Nothing Bundt Cakes
nothingbundtcakes.com
(979) 693-1222
Pie In The Sky Pie Co
pieintheskypieco.com
(979) 575-6273
Royalty Pecan Farms
royaltypecans.com
(979) 272-3904

T

he 2020 Spring Bridal Show and Benefit will be held at the
Brazos County Expo Complex on Sunday, March 1, from
noon to 4 p.m.
Attendees may browse more than 100 vendors at the event
and visit one-on-one with wedding professionals who can
personalize your ceremony, reception, or honeymoon. Proceeds
from ticket sales to the show benefit Pink Alliance, a nonprofit
dedicated to providing support to breast cancer patients in the
Brazos Valley.
Tickets are $10 per person when purchased in advance
online at babv.org; tickets are $15 per person at the door and
every person, including children more than 2 years old, must
have a ticket to enter the show. Organizers note that no strollers
are allowed in the show due to safety reasons. All tickets are
non-refundable.
Prize drawings held throughout the show are intended
for brides or grooms only, and all prize awards are subject to
verification, according to show organizers.
In the past two decades, The Bridal Association of the Brazos
Valley has donated more than $165,000 to local charities in the
Brazos Valley. The designated charity for the 2020 spring show
is Pink Alliance — Breast Cancer Support of the Brazos Valley.
Formed by five women who experienced the overwhelming
emotions that come with the diagnosis of breast cancer, the
mission of the organization is to provide educational resources to
women in the community who receive a breast cancer diagnosis.
For more information about Pink Alliance — Breast Cancer
Support of the Brazos Valley, including phone numbers for
immediate information, visit PinkAlliance.org. i
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On The Border
ontheborder.com
(979) 314-8400

Red Carpet Nail Spa
redcarpetnailcollegestation.com
(979) 704-5555

Stella Southern Cafe
stellabcs.com
(979) 704-3207

Linens, Rentals & Décor

TAZ Indian Cuisine
tazcuisine.com
(979) 696-6560

Entertainment
& Lighting

Brazos Valley String Quartet
bvstringquartet.com
(979) 777-3710
DJ Franco Events
djfrancoevents.com
(818) 821-7737
Downtown Event Services
DowntownEventServicesLLC.com
(979) 822-1999

Details Party Rental
detailspartyrental.com
(979) 209-0549

Events to Remember
texaseventstoremember.com
(936) 825-2982
Fancy Flushes
fancyflushes.com
(979) 229-8795
Party Time Rentals
partytimerentals.com
(979) 696-5555

Lodging

Double Creek Crossing
doublecreekcrossing.com
(979) 200-9555

Puttin’ On The Hits
PuttingOnTheHits.com
(979) 203-3729

Home2 Suites by Hilton
collegestation.home2suites.com
(979) 703-8288

Floral Design

Carriage House Floral
astinmansion.com
(979) 822-9999

Photo Booths

Sandee’s Sweets
sandeessweets.com
(979) 406-0111
Smallcakes Cupcakery
and Creamery
smallcakescupcakery.com
(979) 260-0260

Postoak Florist
postoakweddings.com
(979) 764-0091

Downtown Event Services
DowntownEventServicesLLC.com
(979) 822-1999

Tamara Menges Designs
tamaramenges.com
(903) 235-7872

Lifetime Selfies
Lifetimeselfies.com
(979) 204-2387

Unforgettable Floral
unforgettablefloral.com
(979) 599-2427

Oh Snap Selfie Photo Booth
ohsnapselfie.com
(832) 607-4421

Urban Rubbish
urbanrubbish.com
(903) 574-5401

Wonderfully Wed
wonderfullywed.com
(979) 450-4329

Willow Lane Florals and Events
willowlaneco.com
(817) 676-3933

Photographers &
Videographers

Top That! Cake Designs
topthatcakedesigns.com
(979) 587-9332

Catering & Beverages
Buppy’s Catering
buppys.com
(979) 779-6417
Cocktails 4 U
cocktails4u.net
(979) 436-5879
D’Vine Cuisine LLC
dvinecuisine.com
(979) 704-6024
Epicures Catering
epicuresexperience.com
(979) 695-0985
Hilton Hotel College Station
hiltoncs.com
(979) 694-4904
J. Cody’s Steaks & BBQ
jcodys.com
(979) 846-2639
Laura’s Bartending Service
laurasbartendingservices.com
(302) 841-7030

Health & Beauty

Cherry Blow Dry Bar
cherryblowdrybar.com
(979) 703-8843
Chrome
experiencechrome.com
(979) 268-1398
Galleria Day Spa
galleriaspasalon.com
(979) 690-0350
Make Up by Kim Maracchini
officialmedispa.com
(979) 693-7999

Luke’s Bartending Service
bcsbartenders.com
(979) 693-1752

Naturally Flawless Hair &
Makeup Design
naturallyflawlessbeauty.com
(979) 229-5359

Napa Flats
napaflats.com
(979) 383-2500

Pure Romance by Queen Bea
pureromance.com/beatricegarcia
(979) 676-3068

BoothFavors.com
boothfavors.com
(832) 724-7706

Aggie Arts
aggiearts.com
(979) 922-5566

Alicia Cargile Photography
cargilephotography.com
(979) 277-4533
All Heart Photography
allheartphoto.com
(512) 484-8919
Canon Creek Photography
canoncreekphotography.com
(979) 255-2728
Jamie Hardin Photography
jamiehardinphotography.com
(979) 574-0743
Joely Rodgers Photography
joelyrodgersphotography.com
(979) 249-6512
JP Beato III Photography LLC
jpbeato.com
(832) 724-7706

Kathlyn Dragna Photography
dragnaphoto.com
(979) 830-3952

Aggieland Printing
aggielandprinting.com
(979) 774-1188

Magical Vacation Planner
facebook.com/marcimullenmvp
(713) 824-0028

Bluebird Haven Estates
bluebirdhaven.com
(936) 245-0057

Downtown Bryan Events
downtownbryanevents.com
(979) 216-0548

Old Mill Creek Retreat
oldmillcreekretreat.com
(903) 203-9634

Kristina Ross Photography
kristinarossphotography.com
(254) 315-2506

Anco Insurance
anco.com
(979) 774-6266

Venues: Ceremony
& Reception

Brazos Center
thebrazoscenter.com
(979) 776-8338

Fannin Oaks
fanninoaks.com
(979) 412-2207

Old Oaks Ranch
oldoaksranch.com
(512) 507-1223

Patti Darby Photography
pattidarbyphotography.com
(512) 966-7391

Armstrong Properties
armstrongpropertiestx.com
(979) 567-7653

Rachel Driskell Photography
racheldriskell.com
(979) 324-4018

Four Oaks at
Mound Creek Ranch
fouroaksatmoundcreekranch.com
(936) 348-0178

Peach Creek Ranch
peachcreekranch.com
(844) 933-4373

Bed Bath & Beyond
bedbathandbeyond.com
(979) 696-2699

Brazos Cotton
Exchange Ballroom
brazoscottonexchange.com
(979) 575-4181
Brazos County Expo
brazoscountyexpo.com
(979) 823-3976

Giddings Stone Mansion
giddingsstonemansion.com
(979) 836-1690

Bright Star Ranch
and Resort LLC
brightstarranch.com
(979) 828-5090

Hilton Hotel College Station
hiltoncs.com
(979) 694-4904

Ryan Price Photography
ryanpricephoto.com
(979) 255-8835

7D Ranch
7dranchtexas.com
(936) 870-5114

7F Lodge and Events
7flodge.com
(979) 690-0073
Aggie Athletic Special Events
12thmanvenues.com
(979) 862-8022

Broadway Bridal
broadwaybridal.com
(979) 777-6801

Amish Barn at Edge
theamishbarnatedge.com
(979) 774-4477

Century 21 Beal
century21bcs.com
(979) 764-2100

San Angel Photo
sanangelphoto.com
(979) 450-3540
Smart Video Services
smartvideoservices.com
(936) 661-6760
Thomas Ross Photography
thomasrossphoto.com
(979) 575-2651
Uncle Tio Photography
uncletiophotography.com
(979) 203-9532

Specialty

Aggieland Limo
aggielandlimousines.com
(979) 777-8700

An Inn at Quarry Ridge
innatquarryridge.com
(979) 822-8368

Susan’s Ballroom Dance
SusansBallroomDance.com
(979) 690-0606

Brownstone Reserve
brownstonereserve.com
(979) 446-2315

Ant Street Inn
antstreetinn.com
(979) 836-7393

The Lester Group
lancelester.com
(979) 271-4663

Cavalry Court Hotel
cavalrycourt.com
(979) 575-5818

Astin Mansion
astinmansion.com
(979) 822-9999

Travel & Honeymoon
Aggieworld Adventures
Travel and Tours
aggieworldtravel.com
(979) 774-5000

Chandelier Room Navasota
chandelierroom.net
(214) 709-5130

Avalon
avalonweddingsbcs.com
(979) 778-0698

Cruise Planners — Kelley Austin
cruisevacationsandmore.com
(936) 825-7001

Best Western Premier
bestwestern.com/
premierbryancollegestation
(979) 731-5305

Pink Alliance
pinkalliance.org

Double Creek Crossing
doublecreekcrossing.com
(979) 200-9555
Downtown 202
Downtown202.com
(979) 587-0063

Lacey Farms
laceyfarms.com
(832) 754-6756
Magnolia Lake
magnolia-lake.com
(936) 294-0991

Pebble Creek Country Club
pebblecreek.cc
(979) 690-0996
Phillips Events Center
phillipsevents.com
(979) 776-0133
Rancho De Colores
ranchodecolorestx.com
(979) 229-5160
Rockin’ Star Ranch
rockinstarbrenham.com
(713) 819-1423

Messina Hof Winery and Resort
messinahof.com
(979) 778-9463

Texas A&M Hotel and
Conference Center
texasamhotelcc.com
(979) 260-2235

Moore Ranch on the Brazos
mooreranchonthebrazos.com
(979) 492-8553

Texas Renaissance Festival
texrenfest.com
(800) 458-3435

Myrtle Estate
facebook.com/MyrtleEstate-148439848571514
(713) 826-4986

The Annex Wedding
& Events Venue
theannexevents.com
(832) 299-5147

SUPPORT GROUP
MEETING
MEETING DATES / TIMES
2nd & 4th Tuesday
of each month
6:30 - 8:00 pm
LOCATION
The Travis B. Bryan, Jr.
Community Room
The Bank & Trust
2900 South Texas Avenue in
Bryan
(Near Tejas Center)

Breast Cancer Support Group

With a

grateful heart, Pink Alliance gratefully

Celebrations & Special Events

Cafe M. Bloomers

A safe, inviting environment that allows
acknowledges its “bridal” community partner
breast
cancer patients to share feelings and
concerns, and receive emotional support
through small group discussion.

Meetings
are financial
FREE and
open–to
for
its continued
support
as all
webreast
continue
cancer
patients
or survivors
within
theadvocate
Brazos
our mission
in serving
as the Brazos
Valley’s
Valley, regardless
of where
theysupport.
are receiving
for breast health
and cancer
or received treatment.

pinkalliance.org
No pre-registration
isadvocate
required.
PO Box 6373
... Your
for breast health and
cancer
support
in the Brazos Valley ...
Bryan, TX 77805

For more info:

pinkalliancegroup@gmail.com
Patricia Gerling 979.224.3813
Doris Light 979.587.1342

Garden Cafe

Open Tues - Sun • Lunch 11 am - 3pm & Desserts till 4pm

936-870-3277

www.MarthasBloomers.com

PO Box 6373
8101
Bryan, TX • 77805
pinkalliance.org

. . . Your advocate for breast
health and cancer support in
the Brazos Valley . . .

Hwy 6 Bypass • Navasota, Tx 77868
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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The Boathouse at Millican
Reservetheboathouseat
millicanreserve.splashthat.com
(936) 635-7911
The Gardens at
Texas A&M University
gardens.tamu.edu
(979) 458-491
The George Hotel
thegeorgetexas.com
(979) 575-5818
The Gin at Hidalgo Falls
theginathidalgofalls.com
(979) 530-6109

HBV social workers Stephanie Cashion,
Martha MacPherson, & Bereavement Coordinator
Brierra Colvin

Hospice Brazos Valley offers an enhanced level of grief
support events and services to help heal grieving hearts.
All grief support groups and events and open to the public
and no cost to attend. To find an event near you visit

Wings ‘N More Party Room
wingsnmore.com
(979) 680-1498

Wedding &
Formal Attire

Al’s Formal Wear
alsformalwear.com
(979) 693-0947
Coreena’s Bridal
coreenasbridal.com
(979) 459-2030

The Stella Hotel
thestellahotel.com
(979) 421-4000

David’s Bridal
davidsbridal.com
(877) 921-BRIDE

The Veranda
the-veranda.com
(979) 731-8155

Jos A Bank
josabank.com
(979) 690-8800

The Weinberg
at Wixon Valley
theweinbergatwixon.com
(806) 201-2750

Love and Lace Bridal Boutique
loveandlacetexas.com
(979) 820-0006

Traditions Club
TraditionsClub.com
(979) 779-1007

Venues: Rehearsal
Dinners & Showers
Buppy’s Catering
buppys.com
(979) 779-6417

Casa Do Brasil
casadobrasil.com
(979) 690-1111
Courtyard
Bryan/College Station
marriott.com/hotels/travel/
cllcy-courtyard-bryancollege-station
(979) 695-8111
facial & skin therapies • massage therapies • body treatments • Vichy water therapy • body wraps • scrubs • nail services
yoga • wellness programs • acupuncture • detoxifying body treatments • hair removal • secluded retreat • private spa room

The Arts Council of Brazos Valley
acbv.org
(979) 696-2787

The Old Post Office
theoldpostofficecaldwell.com
(979) 777-5396

Wind Dancer Retreat
winddancerretreat.com
(979) 200-0089

NOW OPEN
South College Station

Stella Southern Cafe
stellabcs.com
(979) 704-3207

Double Creek Crossing
doublecreekcrossing.com
(979) 200-9555
D’Vine Cuisine LLC
dvinecuisine.com
(979) 704-6024
Square One Downtown
Bryan Event Center & Loft
sq1bryan.com
(979) 704-6003

Men’s Wearhouse
menswearhouse.com
(979) 693-8650

Wedding Planners &
Coordinators
All Things Planned
atplanned.com
(979) 693-3760

Ashley & Co.
ashleyandcompany.com
(979) 485-9802
EPOCH CO+Events
epochcoevents.com
(817) 760-6466
Event-full Planning by Clare
eventfullplanningbyclare.net
(979) 776-7785
Let US Events
letUSevents.com
(936) 662-3306
Perfectly Planned Weddings
& Events
perfectlyplannedtx.com
(979) 255-0762
Uniquely Set Event Management
uniquelyset.com
(979) 218-5561
Wonderfully Wed
wonderfullywed.com
(979) 450-4329

Book an Appointment at
info@WhiteElmDaySpa.com
Mention this ad to receive
10% off your service *
*Offer good for first time clients

Monday - Saturday 10am - 7pm
979.575.9292 | 15971 FM 2154 College Station, TX 77845 | WhiteElmDaySpa.com
214 Elm Ave, Bryan, TX 77801
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Listing courtesy of the Bridal Association of the
Brazos Valley. Visit babv.org for more resources.
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“Dental Fillings WITHOUT Anesthesia”

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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BRAZOS VALLEY ART LEAGUE
The Fine Art of Friendships
By CHRIS ROGERS

S

oon after French artists Claude
Monet and Auguste Renoir became
disillusioned with the traditional
approach being taught in art schools and
began sharing ideas with other artists, a
movement known as Impressionism was
born. When Spanish painter and sculptor
Pablo Picasso and his friend Georges
Braque shared an interest in taking apart
objects to reassemble, Analytic Cubism
was born.
Similarly, friends and members of the
Brazos Valley Art League share ideas,
discoveries, and opportunities when they
come together. Originating in 1975, as
two local art leagues merged into a single
nonprofit organization, BVAL has grown
and developed by opening its arms to
artists of every style, opening doors to
community locations where those artists
can display their works.
BVAL President Nancy Schaan was
recently pressed to find a new meeting
location, so member Dary Dega, owner of
one of our area’s most successfully inclusive
art schools and an exhibitor of art from
around the world, promptly opened the
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door to her gallery. “Come on in,” Dega said.
Her gracious hospitality, both unexpected
and immeasurable, is the sort of friendship
that art seems to arouse. Now, artists and
art lovers gather monthly at Degallery to
engage in fellowship and snack on munchies.
Meanwhile, they enjoy a free demonstration
by a BVAL member or a visiting artist, such
as Marsha Wilson revealing her amazing
process of pyrography.
Similarly, when BVAL’s Wednesday
Painters needed a location, Hobby Lobby
opened its doors and said, “Come on in.” Now,
every Wednesday, artists gather at the store
to create art together. There’s no lesson or
group activity. Instead, each person brings
a project-in-progress — drawing, painting,
quilting, you name it — to work on while
sharing ideas and companionship.
Periodically throughout each year,
members’ works are displayed at local
venues such as Downtown Uncorked,
the Brazos Center, or Perrine Winery.
Judged art shows and art sales are held
at locations such as Post Oak Mall in
College Station, The Gallery Downtown
in Navasota, or St. Andrew’s Episcopal

Church in Bryan. When BVAL needed a
place for the annual Starving Artist sale
in October, St. Andrew’s said, “Come on
in.” Not only was the event financially
successful for artists, for the church,
and for BVAL, it was also a brilliant
opportunity for art collectors to scoop up
a bargain.
In 2019, four BVAL artists — Charles
Wallis, Jay Schaan, Iva Banik, and
Michael McHugh — engaged their unique
talents to create an elegant sculpture
commissioned by CHI St. Joseph Hospital.
The Tree of Life is permanently located
in the hospital’s main lobby, located
in Bryan at 2801 Franciscan Drive,
serving as an enduring tribute not
only to medicine but to the exceptional
friendships that art inspires.
Joining BVAL is incredibly easy.
Visitors are welcome at all member
meetings, which are held on Mondays
at Degallery, 702 University Drive,
and memberships are available for
individuals, students, or families. For
more information, follow BVAL on
Facebook or visit bvartleague.com. i

Exceptional
Senior Living!

Independent Living | Assisted Living
Memory Care

Contact Us
and Visit TODAY!

Parc at Traditions

3095 Club Drive, Bryan, Texas 77807

979.213.4200
www.parcattraditions.com
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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THE KING’S SINGERS
The Magic of Human Voices
By KATIE JAMES
PHOTO BY REBECCA REID

T

his month, locals will get to experience
a singing sensation from the United
Kingdom that has been around for more
than 50 years. The King’s Singers, a sixman choral group, is coming to Rudder
Theatre on Thursday, Feb. 27, at 7:30 p.m.
thanks to MSC OPAS.
The King’s Singers formed in 1968 as a
group of recent grads from King’s College,
Cambridge. When they started doing
concerts, they sang a variety of songs
because they didn’t have a big enough
repertoire of any one style. Today, their
range of styles is a hallmark of the King’s
Singers and one of the reasons they have
found worldwide success.
“Our repertoire has an enormous
amount of variety; we try to bring
everything from super old to super
modern in one concert,” says bass
singer Jonathan Howard. “Certain songs
are fan favorites. We like to innovate
and change, but we also sing those old
favorites like Beatles songs, folk songs.
We have a lot of popular Billy Joel
arrangements. We don’t sing them all in
every concert, but we do want to honor
that part of our heritage.”
Howard has been part of the group
for almost 10 years. The King’s Singers
have rotated through members through
the years but carefully maintain the
quality and the spirit of the original
group through a selective audition
process. Howard was invited to
audition based on the recommendation
of his old choirmaster.
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“Somehow, I got the job,” says Howard.
“I was really lucky. I was 23. They
have exactly the same line up — two
countertenors, a tenor, two baritones,
and a bass — and the bass before me
had been in there for 23 years. He was
retiring, and they wanted someone
young. I was in the right place at the right
time with the right people.”
Although occasionally accompanied
by an orchestra, the King’s Singers almost
always perform a cappella and without the
help of any kind of amplification. Howard
says their goal is to provide the magic you
achieve with human voices alone.
“We create harmonics that make the
sound much louder,” explains Howard. “It’s
amazing how you can make something
travel much further than the sum of its
parts. It’s a quirk of acoustics.”
Between putting on 120 concerts in
a year all over the globe and conducting
summer schools and residential
workshops, the King’s Singers’ schedule
could be overwhelming, but Howard
enjoys all the places he visits and the
connections he makes.
“For me, my favorite thing to do at a
show is to stand on stage and not just sing
but sing to people,” says Howard. “I look
out and see people and make eye contact.
That personal relationship I love more
than everything else.”
At their concert on Texas A&M
University’s campus, the King’s Singers
will have something for everyone, young
and old.

“Our audiences are so mixed, and I love
that,” says Howard. “It really depends
country to country: in the UK, we have
a lot of older people come because they
remember seeing the King’s Singers on TV.
In the States, there’s been a resurgence
in the popularity of a cappella, so we see
many college students and high school
students because of our variety.”
Among the variety of songs performed,
attendees of the concert will likely get to
hear selections from the King’s Singers’
latest album, Finding Harmony, which
came out at the end of January.
“[The album] has music from all over
the world that shows the identity of the
countries,” says Howard. “Music is a really
powerful force in the world right now. …
It’s an important project for us. The world
needs it right now. We want people to see
the value singing has and get people to
sing or listen to others singing.”
All of the songs in the concert will
showcase the King’s Singers’ pitch-perfect
precision and show the audience why they
have a loving, loyal fanbase around the
world, says Howard.
“There’s something incredibly intimate
about six people on stage with nothing
else,” says Howard. “The program is
emotionally charged. Human voices
singing expresses something nothing else
can. I’d love for people to come and share
the experience.”
Tickets for this MSC OPAS Intimate
Gathering performance are available to
purchase at boxoffice.tamu.edu. i

LOST CREEK GALLERY
“Aromas”

“Still Waters”

14x18, oil on canvas by June Cates

5x7, pastel on sanded paper by Cynthie Hanks

Owner & Artist: June Cates
Email: info@lostcreekgallery.com

Wednesday - Saturday 10am - 5pm
Sunday 1pm - 5pm

517 S. MAIN (ST. HWY 6)
CALVERT, TEXAS 77837-0044
PHONE: (979) 383-2249

www.lostcreekgallery.com

TEXAS
INDEPENDENCE DAY
CELEBRATION

FEB 29-MAR 1 FREE

ADMISSION
PARKING

SPONSORE D B Y:

Celebrate 184TH anniversary of Texas
Independence with living history
demonstrations, food, crafts, music and more.

www.wheretexasbecametexas.org
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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KIDS HELPING KIDS
Empty Bowls, Jr.
By SHELBI LEMEILLEUR

E

very year since 2013, students
kindergarten through the 12th grade
have helped other students fight hunger
in the Brazos Valley through The Art
Council’s Empty Bowls, Jr. event. On Feb.
29, locals can be a part of this campaign at
Allen Honda from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
For each $10 donation at Empty
Bowls community members can take
home a bowl made by local students and
teachers. Local restaurants provide a
cup of soup and a slice of bread for each
donation. Each bowl is meant to remind
the community of all the empty bowls in
the Brazos Valley community, and as such
proceeds support in-school food pantries
across the Brazos Valley as well as other
Arts Council programs.
“This event has been really successful,”
says Amy Salvaggio, deputy director of
The Arts Council. We have seen a lot of
support from the community and see
growth every year. I think the community
gets behind supporting school food
pantries and they can see where their
donation is going.”
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Jody Gougler manages the school food
pantry at A&M Consolidated High
School. Their food pantry opened in
2013 — the second in Texas and first in
the Brazos Valley.
“A lot of people don’t realize that the
need is in our community and Empty
Bowls, Jr. raises awareness directly,” says
Gougler. “You have kids willing to create,
put their heart and souls into the bowls,
and donate to raise money and raise
awareness — it’s huge!”
You have to be 18 to utilize a food
pantry, says Gougler. The Brazos Valley
Food Bank and other partners provide
backpacks with food for students younger
than 10. So that leaves a gap between
the two programs, which in-school food
pantries can help fill. The funds from
Empty Bowls allocated to the food pantry
allow schools to stock their shelves and
help students with a variety of needs.
Gougler says each campus handles their
pantry differently, but could include
non-perishable food items, toiletries,
household supplies, and more.

“A lot of people don’t realize how
prevalent food insecurity is and it’s
fluid,” Gougler says.
The Arts Council Executive Director
Sheree Boegner has been participating in
Empty Bowls since before taking over the
role of executive director last year. She
has seen the impact not only on the food
pantries, but the students donating their
art as well.
“These bowls — they are creating
art, then it goes to an event, and their
bowl sells,” Boegner explains. “Think of
the confidence that goes into a kid that
they know someone bought their art.
We are building that creativity, building
their confidence, and helping provide for
services they need.”
Empty Bowls also falls right into
The Art Council’s mission to make arts
accessible to all residents and visitors of
the Brazos Valley.
Everyone has the opportunity to
further this mission on Feb. 29 with a $10
donation for a bowl. For more information,
visit acbv.org. i

Help us welcome
Joyce McCown of Moonshadow Press
as our 2020 artist in residence!
Fine art photography, hand lettering and mixed
media showcased in a working artist studio!
See our Facebook page for open houses
and other planned activities

Open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays
308 S Park St • Brenham,Texas 77833 • 979-836-7393

Official 2019-2020
Season Sponsor

BROBERG & BEETHOVEN • FEB 9
Featuring
Cliburn Silver Medalist, Kenny Broberg!

FRIENDS of CHAMBER MUSIC
CONCERT AND FILM SERIES 2019-2020

18
FEB.
TUESDAY

AMADEUS
1984, R

2020

TWO EMILYS • FEB 23
Featuring
Opera Star Soprano, Emily Pulley!

The Queen Theatre • 110 S. Main Street • Bryan, Texas

CALIDORE
STRING
QUARTET
All Beethoven program

in collaboration with
Concerts on Carter Creek

25
FEB.
TUESDAY

2020

First Presbyterian Church • 1100 Carter Creek Pkwy • Bryan, Texas

Tickets to all concerts on sale now!
Find out more at bvso.org or 979.696.6100

ALL EVENTS START at 7:00 pm
www.communitychamberconcerts.org

FREE Admission • MEET Artists • FREE Parking

This program made possible in part through Hotel Tax Revenue funded from the
City of College Station and the City of Bryan through The Arts Council.

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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By SHELBI LEMEILLEUR

M

The Texas Calaboose and Other
Forgotten Jails by William E. Moore

SPONSORED BY

ENJOY A BOWL OF SOUP AND RECEIVE A
HAND-CRAFTED BOWL FOR A SUGGESTED
$10 DONATION. YOUR CONTRIBUTION WILL
GO DIRECTLY TO FEEDING CHILDREN AND
ENDING CHILD HUNGER IN THE BRAZOS
VALLEY. LOCAL RESTAURANTS PROVIDE
THE SOUP, AND YOU PROVIDE THE
SUPPORT. JOIN US FOR EMPTY BOWLS, JR.
AND HELP FEED OUR FUTURE.
ALL PROCEEDS GO
DIRECTLY TO LOCAL
IN-SCHOOL PANTRIES
AND THE ARTS
COUNCIL’S YOUTH
PROGRAMS.
CONTACT US AT
ACBV.ORG OR
(979) 696-2787
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LOCATED AT ALLEN HONDA
2450 EARL RUDDER FWY SOUTH
COLLEGE STATION, TX

If you love quirky Texas trivia, then
this is the perfect book for you. After
extensive research and a lot of time spent
driving through Texas, William E. Moore
has compiled The Texas Calaboose and
Other Forgotten Jails.
What is a calaboose? The simplest
definition is a tiny jail, but there’s so
much more to it than that, which Moore
chronicles through his descriptions of
the jails and history behind many of
them. Calabooses were mainly used to
house prisoners for a short period of time,
whether they needed to be held until
transport to a larger city jail could be
arranged or just locked up overnight due to
drunkenness or another petty crime. Most
of these jails were rather primitive, with no
electricity or bathroom facilities. However,
one common thread among the calabooses
is the deep history the cells hold.
From Arp to Wortham and everything
in between, Moore chronicles every
known calaboose in Texas. Each
description includes the location of the
calaboose, owner, date built, size, and
physical description of the property.
Notable entries from the Brazos Valley
include Caldwell, Wellborn, and Bedias!
The Texas Calaboose and Other
Forgotten Jails is available through the
Texas A&M University Press. i

Are you a local author? Would you like your
book to be featured in INSITE Magazine?
Email shelbi@insitebrazosvalley.com
for more information.

SOCIAL
GRACES
InsiteBrazosValley.com

@InsiteBV

SHARE A HOBBY, LEND AN EAR, OR DELIVER FLOWERS!
TO LEARN MORE CALL 979.821.2266 OR
EMAIL VOLUNTEER@HOSPICEBRAZOSVALLEY.ORG

Personalized
Endocrinology Care
Dr. Blevins, a Texas native, is welcomed to the Brazos Valley,
where he recently established his new practice, Texas Endocrinology.
He is an expert in diagnosing and treating
endocrine disorders, including bone/calcium, weight/obesity, and lipid disorders.
Dr. Blevins and his team at Texas Endocrinology have made it their mission to serve
their patients with a personalized approach
to healthcare. They believe in a collaborative effort between the physician and informed patient to achieve optimal health
results and outcomes together. Skilled and
compassionate care; extensive training

in Endocrinology, diabetes, and metabolism; and quality oversight allow Dr. Blevins and his team to provide each patient with
results that are best tailored to meet their healthcare needs.
At Texas Endocrinology, Dr. Blevins and
his dedicated team are committed to providing exemplary, comprehensive, evidence-based medical care to the patients
they serve. They take pride in providing
the best patient care in a friendly, safe, and
comfortable environment!
Dr. Blevins is accepting new patients and
accepts most health insurance plans.
Selecting a trusted and reliable endocrinologist makes all the difference!

For more information about Texas Endocrinology, PLLC,
visit TxEndocrinology.com or call (979) 977-7012
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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WHO YOU GONNA CALL?
2-1-1 Texas
Courtesy of UNITED WAY OF THE BRAZOS VALLEY

“T

hank you for calling 2-1-1 Texas
Bryan College Station. My name is
Hilda, how can I help you?” asks Hilda
Salazar at the 2-1-1 Texas call center at
United Way of the Brazos Valley. Salazar
is part of a team of people ready to
answer the call to help residents who
don’t know where to turn. 2-1-1 Texas
is a free information hotline available
24 hours a day, seven days a week to all
Texas residents. Anyone can dial 2-1-1 to
receive information about local health and
community resources. This call center,
located in Bryan, is one of 25 call centers
creating a network covering 100 percent
of Texas residents.
“Last year, United Ways of Texas
released a report on individuals who live
above the poverty line, but might not have
the resources to remain financially stable
if they experience a crisis like losing a
job or a major injury or illness, and if a
financial disaster strikes, 2-1-1 Texas is
there to answer the call for help,” says
Alison Prince, president & CEO of United
Way of the Brazos Valley.
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Prince is referring to the ALICE report,
which stands for Asset Limited, Income
Constrained, Employed individuals.
These are hardworking families,
but they might not be able to afford
basic necessities, like child care or
transportation. According to this report,
26 percent of Brazos County households
are in the ALICE category, and 25 percent
of households are living in poverty. For
friends and neighbors in crisis, voices
like Salazar’s and others at 2-1-1 Texas
can offer hope.
In 2019, Brazos Valley residents
placed 19,217 calls to 2-1-1 Texas. The top
reasons Brazos Valley residents called
2-1-1 Texas were for housing assistance,
utility assistance, and support services,
like case management and holiday
assistance, respectively. 2-1-1 Texas
compiles this data to send to city and
county leaders to share the needs of the
community with them.
2-1-1 Texas plays a vital role in disaster
response by providing information to
those affected. When disasters like

floods, hurricanes, and tornadoes
strike, residents can call 2-1-1 Texas
for information about where to find
shelter, food, clothes, donation sites, and
many more recovery efforts. In 2017,
2-1-1 Texas’ disaster response services
were deployed to help those affected by
Hurricane Harvey. In order to handle the
influx of calls during a disaster,
2-1-1 Texas uses increased staff time and
volunteers to answer calls. 2-1-1 Texas
holds regular trainings to teach the public
how to be 2-1-1 Texas Disaster Volunteers.
Each year, 2-1-1 Texas celebrates
national 2-1-1 Day on Feb. 11 by raising
awareness about this vital community
resource. This year, 2-1-1 Texas is
planning multiple outreach events,
including a booth at First Friday, city
proclamations, and presentations at
local businesses, as well as an online
drawing to win prizes donated by
Crossfit Obey, Grand Station, and Panera
Bread with a combined value of more
than $400. To learn more about 2-1-1
Texas, visit uwbv.org/211texas. i

SENIOR LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

• Full Time Concierge
• On-Site Physical Therapy and Wellness Room
• Beautifully Landscaped Courtyards
• Chapel
• Weekly Housekeeping and Personal Laundry
• Elegantly Appointed Studios and 1 Bedroom Apartments
• Outdoor Entertainment Area with Fireplace
• Dedicated Full Time Nurse
• Complimentary Local Transportation

Now Pre-Leasing!
Opening Early 2020

• 24 Hour Compassionate Care Staff
• Beauty and Barber Shop
• Movie Theatre
Ask about our exclusive

FOUNDERS CLUB
Limited to the first 15 residents
to join and receive exclusive
benefits and perks!

3211 Harvey Road • College Station, TX 77845 | 979-704-5561 | www.sodaliscollegestation.com

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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TAKE A BITE

DISCOVER ART AT
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY

Support a Cause
By JACKSON KING

J. Wayne Stark Galleries | Forsyth Galleries

A View from the Shore: Winslow Homer’s
Impressions of the Coast
Jan. 14–March 22, 2020 | Forsyth Galleries
An exhibition organized by the Syracuse University Art Galleries.

W
Art of the Aloha Shirt: Keoni of Hawaii, 1938–51
Jan. 28–April 19, 2020 | J. Wayne Stark Galleries
A program of ExhibitsUSA, a national division of Mid-America Arts Alliance with
The Texas Commission on the Arts and The National Endowment for the Arts.

FREE ADMISSION
Memorial Student Center | uart.tamu.edu

University Art Galleries
DIVISION OF STUDENT AFFAIRS
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ith a focus on raising money for local culinary arts, the
Taste of Aggieland is a great way to sample a diverse
palette of local restaurants, while also supporting a great cause.
The Bryan College Station Chamber of Commerce, in
partnership with the Brazos Valley Restaurant Association,
hosts the 25th annual Taste of Aggieland event on Feb. 18 from 5
to 8:15 p.m. at the Brazos County Expo Complex.
Those who attend can sample a variety of food from local
restaurants, including Campfire at the Stella Hotel, Rudy’s BBQ,
and Blake’s Steaks.
The main focus of the event is to showcase area restaurants
while raising money for the culinary arts. The event also features
a culinary competition between five area schools: Rudder High
School, Bryan High School, College Station High School, A&M
Consolidated High School, and Franklin High School.
Helping fund local culinary arts programs is the best part of
the event, says Clayton Rhoades, owner of Chicken Express, B/CS
Chamber of Commerce member, and Brazos Valley Restaurant
Association member.
“We look at the youth as the future of the world and the
future of our businesses,” says Rhoades. “If we can help mold
them and teach them early that they can have a thriving career
in the food industry, then it’s good for all of us.”
General admission tickets are $30, and can be purchased in
groups at a discounted rate. Tickets can be purchased at the
door, or in advance at the Chamber of Commerce website. For
more information, visit bcschamber.org. i

Hey Romeo,
Valentine’s Day is
February 14th!
www.circlexcountrystore.com
1415 E Old San Antonio Rd • Bryan • (979) 446-1535

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com

43

HEART OF CHAMPIONS
Annual Heart Ball
By BRANDI M. GOMEZ

T

he Annual Heart Ball is on Saturday,
Feb. 22, at 6:30 p.m. at the Miramont
Country Club. This year’s theme is Heart of
Champions and honors Lauri Evans, who at
24 went into cardiac arrest and today lives
to tell her unique and compelling story.
For the first time, the presenting
sponsor for the event will be CHI
St. Joseph Health. Various medical,
business, and philanthropic leaders and
organizations gather to celebrate what the
community has done for heart research
and treatments in the Brazos Valley.
This year the theme is based around
the Olympics in Japan, wanting to create
an experience of surviving and thriving in
the world of heart disease and stroke.
“[The Brazos Valley] has over $2
million of research grants and we work
with a lot of programs in our schools and
in our hospitals,” says Brittany Cervantes,
the corporate market director for the
Brazos Valley American Heart Association.
The Brazos Valley American Heart
Association benefits from this event,
hoping to raise more than $300,000 to aid
in their research.
“A lot of people think that a heart
disease is an old man disease and it is not
that at all,” says Cervantes of Evans’ story.
Lauri Evans is a wife and mother who
suffered a heart attack, but was saved by a
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‘I have learned that
our community
is home to some
amazing hospitals
and doctors offering
truly exceptional
health care’
— Evans
bystander who performed CPR until first
responders arrived.
There will be a video presentation to
tell her story and an opportunity for Evans
and the first responders at the scene to say
a few words about the experience.

“What we are hoping, having all of them
there, is that it will make it impactful,”
says Cervantes. “We really hope to strive
on the importance of CPR, because it truly
does save lives and a lot of people don’t
know it.”
Annually this event is filled with
dancing, auctions, and speeches that
promote awareness. This year, there
will be entertainment by The Argyles all
night long.
“One of our raffle items is a trip
to Japan, which is very exciting,” says
Cervantes. However, winners have a
choice of a trip to Japan or a necklace
donated by David Gardner’s Jewelers
priced at $10,000.
One of the changes this year is a plated
meal provided and donated by Ben E.
Keith Company, unlike the buffet guests
had been served previously.
This annual event, with the help
of Brazos Valley organizations and
supporters, will help you learn about how
you can help bring hope to the world of
heart disease.
“I have learned that our community
is home to some amazing hospitals and
doctors offering truly exceptional health
care,” said Evans.
For more information or to buy tickets,
visit heart.org. i

Exceptional Teachers Small Class Sizes
Christian Environment K through 12th
After School Programs Available

Open
House for
K – 5th
Feb. 25th

Open
House for
6th – 12th
March 3rd

INDIVIDUAL HIGH SCHOOL COURSES AVAILABLE
KOR EDUCATION SCHOOL ADMITS STUDENTS OF
ANY RACE, COLOR, AND NATIONAL OR ETHNIC ORIGIN.

InsiteBrazosValley.com

979.777.1213 • www.koreducation.org

Strong Bone Health
Strong Bones, Strong Body.
Physical Therapist Susan Hill started to experience the
beginnings of osteoporosis after she went through chemotherapy
treatment for cancer.
“My bone density had dropped about eight percent after I went
through chemotherapy,” says Susan. “I was at our new family
practitioner’s office when I saw a sticker for SuperSlow Zone’s
Strong Bone Health program. I asked him if it would help my
osteoporosis and he said, ‘You bet it will.’” Their Strong Bone
Health program was the obvious choice for Susan, who didn’t want
to deal with the side effects of most osteoporosis medications.
After she started using the Strong Bone Health program, Susan
noticed her balance had improved. Her spine bone density and her
left hip had improved significantly. “When my bone density and
balance improved, it gave me confidence to do the things I hadn’t

been able to do,” she says.
Susan enjoys the Strong Bone Health program because it
is convenient and provides a positive environment for her to
exercise. Each session is equipped with a personal instructor and
professional grade machines for safe, effective exercise.
“My instructor, Hanna, is my cheerleader. She is so friendly
and supportive and even the other clients will cheer me on. It’s so
convenient because I can get it done in 15 minutes once a week and
I can wear whatever I want because I don’t sweat. They keep it cool
in the room I work out in and they’re always on time ... I can fit it in
my schedule and go about my day like normal.”
Schedule a free consultation and sample workout today!
SuperSlow Zone is located at 1602 Rock Prairie Rd, Suite 180 in the
Medical Plaza West Building.

For more information about the New Strong Bone Health Program,
call (979) 693-6100 or visit superslowzone.com/collegestation
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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Come Visit the Oldest Operating Cotton Gin in America
at the

31st Annual
Cotton Gin Festival
April 18, 2020 • 10-6
Food Vendors • Crafts • Tractor Pull
Engine Show • Games • Car Show
Gin Tours 1-3 • Ginning Cotton at 3

HOSPICE
HAPPENING
A Roarin’ Good Time
By NICOLE SHAIR
PHOTO COURTESY OF
HOPSICE BRAZOS VALLEY

307 N. Main Street • Burton TX • 979-289-3378
www.texascottonginmuseum.org

2020

ER CELEBRATION
EAST
ren aged 7 and under
child
GAMES - FACE PAINTING - EASTER EGG HUNT - REFRESHMENTS - PHOTOS WITH THE BUNNY

April 4, 2020
PRESIDENTS DAY EVENT
Tuesday, February 18, 2020

SATURDAY 9:30a.m - 12:00p.m.
@ George Bush Presidential Library
LOUDER THAN WORDS:
ROCK, POWER AND POLITICS
Monday March 2, 2020, to Sunday
January 3, 2021

Backstage Pass: Baron Wolman and
the Early Years of Rolling Stone
Monday March 2, 2020, to Sunday
January 3, 2021
1000 George Bush Dr W,
College Station, TX 77845
979.692.4000
bush41.org
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H

ospice Brazos Valley, the only
community-owned nonprofit hospice
in the Brazos Valley, kicks off the new
decade with their annual fundraiser,
Hospice Happening. Founded in Bryan
in 1989, Hospice Brazos Valley was the
first hospice established in the Brazos
Valley and has since served thousands of
patients with award-winning hospice care
and grief support services, according to
the Hospice Brazos Valley website.
Hospice Happening is on Saturday,
Feb. 22, at 6 p.m. at the Brazos County
Expo Complex. Keeping with the theme
of the Roaring 20s, the event features
dancing to live music entertainment from
Uptown Saxman, Edmond Baker, Jr., and
the Texas Unlimited Band; a specially
prepared three-course dinner; casino
table games such as Blackjack, Texas
Hold’Em, Craps, and Roulette; as well
as interesting and unique silent auction
items, according to the Hospice Brazos
Valley website.
This event helps provide the funds and
support needed to continue to provide the
high-quality end-of-life care to those with
limited resources.
“In order to be able to service the endof-life care for patients and offer support
to the families, we have to have support
from the community to help us fund our
mission,” says Dianne Lero, Hospice Brazos
Valley fund development supervisor.
To become a sponsor or purchase
event admission, call (979) 821-2266 or
visit hospicebrazosvalley.org. i

Reader’s Choice Winner:
2006 • 2016 • 2017 • 2018

Voted Best

Bryan-College Station Home Builders Association
dba Greater Brazos Valley Builders Association

Day Care Center

Hurry
To Res
e r ve
Your P
laceme
n
t In
The Sp
ring Pa
rade of
Homes
™ Issue

BRIGHT BEGINNINGS
PRE-SCHOOL
• Open since 2002
Ages 18M - 5 Years Old
• Open 7-6 Monday - Friday
Year Round
• Meals & snacks are
included in the cost
of tuition
• Live streaming in class
video that parents can
access online

April 25th & 26th
May 2nd & 3rd

Providing the highest quality of
educational & developmental
services for your child in a safe
and caring environment.

2525 E. Villa Maria Rd. • Bryan
979.774.7750

Saturday 10am – 5pm
Sunday 12pm – 5pm

www.mybrightbeginner.com
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY

Academy for the Visual
& Performing Arts

SHE, A CHOREOPLAY

Thursday, March 26 | 7:00 PM | Rudder Auditorium
SHE, a Choreoplay, is the vision of dancer, choreographer and playwright Jinah Parker. SHE is about sexual
violence against women and girls, it is about what happens to women like Sandra Bland, it is about all women
and girls, and it is about empowerment and healing. SHE is the story of mothers, daughters, grandmothers,
aunts, sisters, cousins, friends and acquaintances we each know. It is dance, it is music, it is film, it is
dialogue, it is monologues and truth-telling in an incredibly unique and powerful theater experience.

Non Member Rates:

Member Rates:

Full Page: $1,500
Half Page: $925
Quarter Page: $530

Full Page: $1,350
Half Page: $830
Quarter Page: $480

Published By & Distributed Within:

Space Reservation Deadline February 14th
Final Art Deadline February 21st
We expect more than 40 new construction homes to be entered
into the Parade. Detailed information on the homes will be
available on gbvbuilders.org Thursday before Parade begins.
Spring Parade of Homes™ will be published in Brazos Valley
Insite Magazine April Issue in print and digital issue as well.

Photo by: Mickey Hoelscher

$5 Students | $7 General Admission
Tickets are available in person at the MSC Box Office at Rudder Tower,
401 Joe Routt Blvd, College Station, TX or boxoffice.tamu.edu | 979-845-1234
Gates open at 6:30 p.m., Show starts at 7 p.m.
(Must have ticket to attend.)
academyarts.tamu.edu | facebook.com/AVPAatTAMU | twitter.com/TAMU_AVPA | avpa@tamu.edu

For Space Reservation in the
2020 Parade of Homes™ Spring Guide Contact:
“A Local Partnership Benefitting Our Community”

DAVE MARSH

MARKETING CONSULTANT

979.823.5567 office | 979.777.3214 business cell | dave@insitebrazosvalley.com
www.insitebrazosvalley.com | 123 E. Wm. J. Bryan Pkwy. | Bryan, Texas 77803

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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Sign Up for the Wednesday Wake Up to
the Weekend Possibilities e-newsletter for
Events, Live Music & More!
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It’s FREE! InsiteBrazosValley.com

Our staff at Lone-Star Roof Systems is dedicated to
providing our customers affordable roofing solutions.
Residential Roofing • Commercial Roofing • Roof Repairs
Storm Damage • Insurance Claims • Emergency Repairs

We deal with contractors, homeowners, realtors, business owners and builders in the Austin, Bryan,
College Station, Dallas and Houston areas regularly and pride ourselves on honest, professional work.
18476 Highway 6
College Station, TX 77845
office@lonestarroofsystemsllc.com

Call Us
Today!

(800) 317-1939

www.MyAggieRoofer.com

Monday – Friday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday – Sunday Closed
Connect With Us:

