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Letter From the Editor
Dear INSITE Readers,

I think I speak for everybody when I say these last few months have been 
weird — and very hard. Whether you’ve been working on the front lines, 
trying to teach your children from home, learning how to work remotely, or 
just adjusting to the new way of life, we have all been trying to find some 
semblance of “normal.”

Some days were certainly easier than others. As an introvert, I had 
absolutely no problem staying at home away from people for the first 
couple of weeks. However, by the end of that first month sheltering-in-
place, I realized I missed my people a lot more than I wanted to admit.

Zoom calls have become my new normal. Whether it’s checking in on 
friends, meeting with coworkers, joining virtual Bible studies, or even 
having virtual game nights, the closest I’ve been to spending time with 
friends and family has been through a screen. I know I’m not the only one 
— this has been a shared experience. I’ve never been more thankful for 
technology as a way to stay connected to the community.

Our community is still the heart of this magazine, as I said last month, 
and as I will continue to say into the indefinite future. We’ve played our 
part by moving as much of this magazine virtual as we can. You can 
always read the current and past issues on our website if you don’t 
have access to a print copy. We are still mailing magazines to all our 
subsribers as well. If you don’t subscribe to INSITE, there is a form 
on our website where you can do so. Additionally, as businesses begin 
to reopen and restrictions are lifted, we will also return to distributing 
magazines to these places as we can.

I have been so inspired by how this community has worked together to 
make sure we stay as strong as possible. From making masks to delivering 
groceries to supporting local businesses and so much more, the Brazos 
Valley community is doing everything they can to come out of this as 
strong as possible. 

It’s almost fitting how the timing of this issue turned out. Every May/June 
issue is our Destination Brazos Valley issue, where we try to highlight 
local events and places. We also include a few day trip ideas for when 
you want to get out of town. This summer is no different, although the 
way we support the local community may be a little different. Of course, 
every event in this issue is subject to change, and some of the places may 
still be under restrictions for a while. However, we want you to know and 
support the community however you can.

Be sure to check our website for the most up-to-date stories and 
information regarding events, business closures and reopenings, and 
inspiring people and organizations. You can also sign up for our weekly 
e-newsletter to get these stories and more sent directly to your email 
address. Of course, we want to hear from you, too! Email us with things 
you want to see in INSITE Magazine or online. Your stories are the 
heartbeat of this community.

Stay safe, stay healthy, stay six feet apart, and thank you for continuing to 
support our local community! — Shelbi LeMeilleur
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HOME FOR THE SUMMER
What to do in the Brazos Valley

Compiled by KATIE JAMES

Brazos Valley Museum of 
Natural History
Checkered Past: The Story of 
Board Games exhibit  
Through June 13
Summer Nature Camp  
June 1 – Aug. 14, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Microscopic World June 1 – 5
Spy Tech June 8 – 12
Naturally Creative June 15 – 19
Backyard Critters June 22 – 26
World of Water  
June 29 – July 3
Prehistoric Pals July 13 – 17
Marvelous Maps  
July 20 – July 24 
Eighth Annual Wish Upon a 
Butterfly July 25, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Little Green Thumb  
July 27 – July 31
Nature’s Architects Aug. 3 – 7
Texas Time Warp Aug. 10 – 14

Brazos Valley TROUPE – 
3705 East 29th, Bryan
ZolidiFest-a-Palooza  
June 5 at 7:30 pm; June 6 at 3 
and 7:30 p.m.; June 7 at 3 p.m.

Bryan College Station 
Public Library System
Summer Reading Program 
Imagine Your Story  
June 1 – Aug. 31

Children’s Museum of 
Brazos Valley 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday 
through Friday
Time Traveler’s Camp  
June 29 – July 3
Illuminate and Fabricate Maker 
Camp June 15 – 19
Gases, Goo, and Geodes Camp 
June 22 – 26
Launch Pad Camp July 6 – 10
Under the Sea Camp  
July 13 – 17
Fairy Tale Theatre Camp  
July 20 – 24
Artful Wonders Camp 
July 27 – 31
Every Day’s a Holiday at CMBV 
Camp Aug. 3 – 7
Dab, Floss, Jump, and Jiggle 
Camp Aug. 10 – 14

City of Bryan
Softball League May 25 – Aug. 
3; Monday, Tuesday, and 
Thursday; 6:30 to 10:30 p.m.
Adult Pickleball June 1 – Aug. 27
Adult Co-Ed Kickball 
Registration May 4 – 15; 
Mondays 6:30 to 10:30 p.m. 
starting June 1
Co-Ed Softball League 
Registration May 4 – 15; season 
begins June 1
Youth Thunderbolts Track Club 
June 8 – July 11, Mondays, 
Tuesdays, and Thursdays 5:45 
to 7:15 p.m. (ages 12 and 
under), 7 to 8:30 p.m. (ages 
13-18)
Basketball Middle School Sports 
Academy June 10 – July 9, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays,  
6 to 8 p.m.
Volleyball Middle School Sports 
Academy June 8 – July 7, 
Mondays and Tuesdays,  
6 to 8 p.m.
Kickball League  
Registration May 6 – 17; Season 

begins June 1; Mondays, 6:30 
to 10:30 p.m.
Slide Into Summer May 24, 1 to 
7 p.m.; Bryan Aquatic Center
World’s Largest Swim Lesson 
June 18, 10 a.m.; Bryan  
Aquatic Center
Camp Hero Monday through 
Friday, May 26 – Aug. 7, 7:30 
a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sam Houston 
Elementary 
Summer Parks Program  
June 1 – July 10, Monday 
through Friday, noon to 5 p.m.
Summer Camp May 26 – June 
26 and July 6 – Aug. 9, Monday 
through Friday, 7:45 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m.
Youth Basketball League  
June 4 – July 9, Tuesday and 
Thursday, 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.
SCUBA Course Saturdays and 
Sundays, June 6, 13, 20, and 27; 
July 11, 19, and 25; Aug. 1, 8, 15, 
22 and 29; 8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
American Red Cross 
Lifeguarding Course  
May 28 – 31; June 4 – 7,  

11 – 14, and 18 – 21
Water Fit at Sadie Thomas 
Tuesday and Thursday, May 
26 – June 18, June 23 – July 16, 
and July 21 – Aug. 13; 9:30 a.m. 
to 10:30 a.m.
Aqua Yoga at Sadie Thomas 
Wednesdays, May 27 – June 
17, June 24 – July 15, and July 
22 – Aug. 12; 9:30 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m.
Junior Lifeguard Program at 
Bryan Aquatic Center Monday 
through Friday, June 1 – 12 and 
15 – 26; July 6 – 17 and 20 – 31; 
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
Prenatal/Postpartum Water 
Fitness at Sadie Thomas 
Tuesday and Thursday, May 
26 – June 18, June 23 – July 16, 
and July 21 – Aug. 13; 9:30 a.m. 
to 10:30 a.m.
Summer Junior Golf Clinics at 
Phillips Event Center  
June 8 – 10 or Aug. 3 – 5,  
9 a.m. to 11 a.m.  
Ladies Night Wednesday Golf 
Clinic at Phillips Event Center 

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CITY OF BRYAN
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DR. RYAN M. JOUETT, DDS, LVIF, FICOI 

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT
- IN PROSTHODONTICS 
Southwest Prosthodontic Society

BEST COSMETIC DENTISTRY 
Best of the Brazos Valley • 2 years 

BEST PREPARATIONS 
LVI Core 3

HONORS GRADUATE  • University of Texas  
Health Science Center Dental School ‘04

HONORS GRADUATE  
Texas A&M University ‘00 

DR. MICHAEL K. REECE, DDS, LVIM, FICOI

SUPER DENTIST 
Texas Monthly • 16 years

BEST DENTIST
The Eagle Readers’ Choice Award • 11 years

BEST DENTISTRY 
Best of the Brazos Valley • 5 years

BEST COSMETIC DENTISTRY 
Best of the Brazos Valley • 2 years

TOP DENTIST - H-Texas Magazine • 5 years

BEST DENTISTRY 
Best of Bryan Award • 2020



May 26, June 24, July 29, and Aug. 
26; 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Downtown Bryan 
Association
Summer Sunset Series at the 
Palace Theater June 12 and 26; 
July 10 and 24; 8 to 10 p.m.
Cheers to Craft Beer  
July 18, 3 to 7 p.m.

Madison County Library
Summer Reading Program Babies-
preschool Thursdays, June 4 – July 
9, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.; K-2nd 
Wednesdays, June 3 – July 8, 11 
a.m. to noon

Millican Reserve
Camp Millican Monday through 
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.; 
June 1 – 5, July 6 – 10, June 8 – 12, 
June 15 – 19, June 22 – 26, and 
June 29 – July 3

Navasota Theatre Alliance
Teen Camp July 20 – Aug. 1,  
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Powersports
Summer Day Camp 7:30 a.m. to 6 
p.m., May 29 – Aug. 17

Round Top Festival Institute
Chamber Music Trio Aug. 22,  
3 p.m. at Festival Concert Hall

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CITY OF BRYAN

PHOTO COURTESY OF MILLICAN RESERVE
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SEAD Academy 
Introduction to Game Design & 
Programming Virtual Summer Camp 
(Ages: 12 & up)  
May 11 – 15
Robotics Summer Camp  
(Ages: 11-15) July 13 – 17

StageCenter
Macbeth  
May 28 – June 13, 7:30 p.m.
The 39 Steps  
July 30 – Aug. 15, 7:30 p.m.

Texas Cotton Gin Museum
Texas Cotton Gin Festival  
June 13, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

The Theatre Company B/CS
Showtimes: Friday and Saturday, 7 
p.m.; Saturday and Sunday 2 p.m.
It Shoulda Been You June 19 – 28
The Wedding Singer Aug. 14 – 20

Unity Theatre Brenham
Dixie Swim Club June 4 – 21; Thursdays 
7:30 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays 8 p.m., 
Sundays 4 p.m.

Jack and the Beanstalk (Children’s 
Summer Musical) July 23 – 26; Thursday 
and Friday 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., Saturday 
and Sunday 1 p.m. and 4 p.m.
Summer Drama Camp
Creative Dramatics  
July 6 – 10, 9 a.m. to noon
Playbuilding  
July 6 – 10, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Acting in Performance, Jr  
July 13 – 26 (Week One: Monday 
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Week 
Two: Monday through Wednesday, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.)
Acting in Performance, Showcase July 
6 – 17, Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m.

Washington-on-the-Brazos
Living History Saturday  
May 16, June 20, July 18, and Aug. 15; 
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Washington-on-
the-Brazos State Park
Sundown Social Aug. 29, 6 to 10 p.m., 
Rockin’ Star Ranch i
Editor’s Note: All events are subject to 
change. Check insitebrazosvalley.com for the 
most up-to-date information.

SEAD ACADEMY

TEXAS COTTON GIN FESTIVAL
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Furniture with a Passion

Furniture Source International Retail store provides 
a one-of-a-kind shopping experience for the whole 
home located in College Station, Texas. Operating since 
1998, we’ve expanded into a 28,000 square foot retail 
showroom that offers the unique handmade solid wood 
and hand forged iron furniture that we manufacture  
and wholesale nationwide. You will also find Italian 
leather upholstery, custom fabric upholstery, as well as 
unique home accessories and gifts. In addition to an ever-
evolving showroom floor, Patio Source, our new outdoor 
living showroom, features everything you need to create 
a comfortable outdoor living space. Visit our Clearance 
Center for unique finds and incredible mark downs. From 
start to finish, our approachable, knowledgeable sales team 
can help you create a custom look, or a custom piece of 
furniture.

Hours : Mon – Sat: 10 am – 6 pm

Please visit our website: furnituresourceintl.com

979-690-2917 | 14761 FM 2154 | (Wellborn) | College Station

Come Shop With Us!

We look 
forward to 
welcoming 
you back!

Your Local BCS Resource For Handmade, 
Quality Furnishings Since 1998 
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Open To The Public With Unbeatable Wholesale Prices
Hours: Mon - Sat: 10 am - 6 pm

Locally owned and operated, Furniture Source International is a unique retail experience for the whole home. As 
furniture manufacturers for nationwide retailers, we design benchmade furniture and accent pieces of solid and 
reclaimed hardwoods and hand forged iron. Offering hand upholstered Italian leather seating and hand-finished 
collections in living, dining and bedroom, we offer the greatest variety of heirloom quality furnishings in the 
Brazos Valley.

Please visit our website: furnituresourceintl.com

979-690-2917  |  14761 FM 2154 (Wellborn Rd.)  |  College Station

Furniture with a Passion

Our Mission
 
• Bring quality and interest back to the furniture market
• Offer sustainable, eco-friendly furniture options
• Create pieces that are handmade of solid materials
• Lend character to the home with benchmade furniture in lieu of mass produced product

Our Company
Furniture Source International 
28,000 square foot retail store 
provides a one-of-a-kind shopping 
experience for the whole home. 

Your BCS Furniture and Outdoor Living Shopping Destination!

Visit our
outdoor living 

showroom featuring 
premium brands!

We look 
forward to 
welcoming 
you back!

Your Local BCS Resource For Handmade, Quality Furnishings Since 1998 



EN GEDI VINEYARDS
Like a Fine Texas Wine

By NICOLE SHAIR

For most people, when life gives them 
lemons, they make lemonade. When life 

gave Patrick and Karen Hale, co-owners of 
En Gedi Winery, grapes, the couple began 
their journey to make fine wine in Texas. 

What first began as a shot in the dark 
in 2013 has become a bustling and ever-
growing vineyard built on love, hope, 
and faith with locations in Jones Prairie 
and Calvert.

“We were moving from Houston and 
we had this land out in Milam County,” 
Patrick says. “We were trying to decide 
what to do with the land, so we decided to 
plant grapes, since that was a big thing at 
the time, and so we planted our vineyard 
with no intentions of ever having a winery 
but, as time went on, we decided we 
needed to start one.”

En Gedi Vineyards currently has an 
outdoor tasting room, about a mile of 
walking trails with benches and lakes, 
and tours of the vineyards at their Jones 
Prairie vineyard location. At the Calvert 
location, there is a tasting room, which 
has become a hub for most of the locals, 
and tours of the bottling area.

“The trails are nice because you can 
take your glass of wine and walk through 
the woods and commune with nature,” 
Patrick says. “The ponds give the children 
something to do while the parents relax.”

As of right now, En Gedi offers ten 
different kinds of wine, with an 11th on 
the way. From whites to Sangiovese and 
sangrias, En Gedi has wines to satisfy 
a wide variety of palates. Some of their 
most popular wines now are their Texas 
Tornado and the En Gedi Vineyards 
Sangria, though the popular wines tend to 
change depending on what people want.

“We have our whites, like A Walk In the 
Woods, named for walking through the 
woods at the vineyard, and the sweetest 
white we have is our Blanc Berry, which 
has strawberry and kiwi added to it,” 
Patrick says. “One of our rosés, The Bluest 
Eyes of Texas, has blueberry added to it for 
a strong blueberry [aroma].”

The Hales chose the name “En Gedi” 
because of its religious significance in the 
Bible — the En Gedi was an oasis along 
the Dead Sea where David hid from Saul. 
Since the Hales saw the land here as their 
own oasis away from Houston, the two 
chose the name as a symbol of their faith 
and their mission to show how God has 
helped them. 

“Our real purpose is to tell people what 
God has done for us,” Patrick says. “I’ve 
seen three miracles out here.”

The first miracle was when they first 
started planting grapes. Neither knew 
how to take care of or grow grapes so 

they weren’t sure what would happen, 
Patrick says. After two weeks passed 
with no results, the Hales prayed and 
the next day, the fields were starting to 
sprout and grow.

“That might not sound like a 
coincidence but the next one couldn’t 
have been,” Patrick says. “We were going 
to have a freeze and a freeze can be 
devastating on grapes, so I asked all our 
friends and customers to pray for us.”

Patrick remembers someone telling 
him that someone else might really need 
the freeze set to come through Calvert. 
To that, Patrick says, “Well, pray that they 
get one and pray that I don’t.” The next 
morning, it’s white as snow outside and 
Patrick looks out at their vineyard blocks, 
each separated by several hundred yards, 
and all three are as green as can be.

“The third miracle occurred last year 
when we got hit by hail,” Patrick says. “It 
devastated us and there was nothing left 
of the grapes; we prayed we didn’t have 
a bad year and we ended up with such an 
abundance of stock that I had to buy new 
tanks to hold it all.”

En Gedi Vineyards is continuing to 
sell wine through curbside pickups in 
both locations. For more information 
on En Gedi and their wines, visit 
engedivineyardoftexas.com. i
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Parc at Traditions
3095 Club Drive, Bryan, Texas  77807

979.213.4200
www.parcattraditions.com

Independent Living 
Assisted Living  |  Memory Care

Exceptional 
Senior Living means 
we’re here for you...

Experience an established culture of ladies 

and gentlemen serving ladies and gentlemen.

Experience a staff dedicated to extraordinary 

levels of hospitality, service and care.

Experience a reassuring sense of safety  

and peace-of-mind.

Experience a genuine community of neighbors 

and friends.

Experience Parc at Traditions!

Questions? Allow us to be your resource during this uncertain time. Contact Us TODAY!



LUXURY RESTORED
The P.A. Smith Hotel

By JACKSON KING

Located in the heart of Navasota’s 
railroad district, the P. A. Smith Hotel 

is looking to recapture the small town 
accommodations with a luxury hotel and 
event center between Houston and Bryan 
College Station. 

Originally built in the late-19th 
century, the P.A. Smith Hotel had fallen 
into disarray after years of minimal 
renovations. Bought by local residents 
Stephen and Janice Scheve in 2017, the 
hotel underwent a large restoration 
project, rebuilt into something special, 
says co-owner Janice Scheve.

With assistance from the city of 
Navasota in rebuilding the entire railroad 
district, the restoration of the P.A. Smith 
Hotel has turned into a three-year, multi-
million dollar project where they have had 
to rebuild the building nearly from the 
ground up, says Janice. 

“When we bought it, it was in such ill 
repair that we had to completely gut the 
hotel,” Janice says. “It was literally falling 
down. The ceiling had fallen in, the third 
floor had fallen in, and the second floor was 
too dangerous to walk on. The hotel itself 
was built out of limestone and they were 
still perfectly in line, so we just gutted the 
entire hotel and started from scratch.”

With 10 luxury staterooms and an event 
area that can accommodate up to 150 
people, the P.A. Smith Hotel provides a 
high-class quality and luxury not typically 
seen in a local venue, says Janice. 

“It’s not just going to be a typical little 
small town hotel,” says Janice. “We’re 
going to have room service, we’re going 
to have state-of-the-art electronics. 
Each stateroom is going to have a little 
kitchenette, a mini bar area. Valet parking 
as well. And for those who are looking 
to set up an event, whether a wedding or 
corporate events, it’s set up in a way that 
you can stay there, have your event there, 
be a one stop [for everything].”

One reason for rebuilding the hotel 
is the demand for boarding in Navasota. 
With a close proximity to Texas A&M 
University, Janice says hotel space in the 
area is a desired commodity, which she 
hopes the hotel is able to provide for locals 
and tourists alike.  

“Navasota is only 15 miles away from 
Texas A&M,” Janice says. “Whenever A&M 
has football games or graduations or 
anything, there are some Airbnbs located 
as far away as Chappell Hill, about 40 
miles from College Station, being booked 
for those events. With Navasota on the 

highway between Houston and College 
Station, we’ve already had many people 
calling, try to set a reservation for things 
in the future. So I know that Navasota is 
going to do well with it, especially with 
it being an event center as well. People 
will be able to rent the whole hotel for 
the entire weekend, which will make it a 
luxury item.”

In addition to the hotel itself, the 
surrounding railroad district has 
been rebuilt over the last several 
years in order to create a go-to area in 
Navasota, says Janice. She says the hotel 
and its surroundings are growing into 
is a great place to create an experience 
while in Navasota. 

“For someone that’s looking for 
something off the beaten path, whether 
it’s a small group or a large group 
or whether it’s an event or just to go 
somewhere to spend the night, [coming 
to the hotel] is a unique experience,” 
says Janice. “People are looking for 
experiences now and that’s what we’re 
hoping to provide within the railroad 
district in Navasota. Not just the hotel, 
but the event center, the restaurants, the 
new stores, the retail, everything that 
Navasota is putting together.” i
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Combining wooded seclusion, wonderful amenities and an ideal location just 
minutes from Kyle Field, Mission Ranch is Aggieland’s most exceptional 
master-planned community. Make it your mission to discover just how
amazing life can be in Mission Ranch.

7 Acres of  green space, scenic trails, private lake, and a stunning clubhouse
7 New on-site CSISD School   7   Homes from the $350s missionranchtx.com

W h e r e
c o mm un i t y

r i n g s  t r u e .

1828 Feather Run, College Station, TX 77845   7   979.318.3900



CITY PARKS
Recreation Inspiration

By BRANDI M. GOMEZ

Texas has a lot to offer when it comes to what families, couples, 
and even individuals can do in the summer. So, here is a 

compilation of recreation inspiration both in and around the 
Brazos Valley for those who are looking to get into something fun 
and make the summer feel a little more like summer.
Family Day at Bryan Regional Athletic Complex
5440 N. Texas Ave, Bryan, TX 77803

Checklist
• Playing ball (basketball, soccer, tennis ball and rackets,  

 football, etc.) 
• Water bottles
• Sunscreen
• Barbeque tools, meat, sauces
• Plates, napkins, and cups 
• Personal trash bag

Bryan Regional Park is a great location for a family day. With 
all sorts of amenities, this location can be made into an all-day 
experience. The complex includes sporting areas, barbeque grills, 
a monarch butterfly garden, natural areas, a pavilion, picnic 
tables, a playground, trails (non-motorized), workout station, and 
so much more. 

For more information visit bryantx.gov/
bryanregionalathleticcomplex.
A Game of Baseball at Stephen C. Beachy Central Park
1000 Krenek Tap Rd, College Station, TX 77840

Checklist
• Baseball gear
• Water bottles
• Group of participants

The Stephen C. Beachy Central Park, home of a few baseball 
fields, is open to residents and is a great place to hold a friendly 
baseball game with friends. Once the game is over, you can walk 
over to the picnic tables and whip up a batch of hot dogs. This 
will make it feel just like a day at a ballgame.

For more information visit experiencebcs.com/
stephencbeachycentralpark.
Explore Nature at Lick Creek Park and Nature Center
13600 Rock Prairie Rd, College Station, TX 77845

Checklist
• Notebook to journal
• Book
• Camera

The Lick Creek Nature Center includes an amphitheater, native 
plant displays, and a monarch butterfly garden. During hours of 
operation, you and your family can get a tour, or you can sit in a 
quiet room for bird watching and reading. The park has a variety 
of native plants and animal species and offers five miles of trails 
to explore. There are also opportunities for hiking, cycling, bird 
watching, equestrian activities, and nature study.

For more information visit cstx.gov/parks/lickcreek.
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Serving Your 
Entire Family!

 979-693-6723
www.CashionDental.com

New Patients Welcome!

4 0 5 6  H W Y .  6  S O U T H
C O L L E G E  S T A T I O N

“Dental Fillings WITHOUT Anesthesia”

Digital Technology  •  Same Day Porcelain Crowns  •  Dental Implants
Laser Dentistry  •  Clear Braces  •  ZOOM Same Day Teeth Whitening

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry    Christopher Cashion, DDS

NO DENTAL INSURANCE?
NO PROBLEM!

Ask about our In-House 
Membership Program

Learn how to save and
get the best dental care

• Hygiene visits and fluoride
• All exams and x-rays
• 20% off all dental procedures

• No annual maximum
• No deductible
• Immediate eligibility



A Stroll in Texas A&M University’s Research Park 
1139-1355 Technology Loop, College Station, TX 77845

Checklist
• Walking shoes
• Dog(s) 

This is a great park for just about everybody, from families, joggers, 
and walkers to, of course, dogs. With a beautiful scenery to stroll, it 
is an experience for anyone in your household — furry or not! 

For more information, visit experiencebcs.com/tamu-
university-research-park.
Attend an Event at Wolf Pen Creek Park
1015 Colgate Dr, College Station, TX 77840

Checklist
• Lawn chairs
• Blanket
• Coolers 
• Snacks 

Wolf Pen Creek is known for its various movie showings and 
outdoor events. Families are sure to find the perfect event to suit 
their tastes. 

For more information, visit their amphitheater website at 
experiencebcs.com/wolfpencreekamphitheater, or for events 
visit cstx.gov/parks/wolfpen.
Picnic at Lake Somerville State Park and Trailway
14222 Park Rd 57, Somerville, TX 77879

Checklist
• Blanket 
• Picnic food of choice
• Swimsuit 

Not too far from Bryan College Station, Lake Somerville is a 
beautiful area of water perfect for a picnic on its shorelines. After 

your picnic lunch of choice — perhaps a tuna salad with saltine 
crackers, or maybe classic peanut butter and jelly sandwiches — 
there is an area to dip in the lake a bit. 

For more information visit tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/
lake-somerville.

Hiking at Huntsville State Park
565 Park Road 40 West, Huntsville, TX 77340

Checklist
• Walking shoes
• Bug spray
• Sunscreen
• Water bottles

The Huntsville State Park has various hiking and nature trails 
waiting for you to explore. For beginners or expert hikers, this is 
something the family can check out this summer. There are also 
opportunities to fish, swim, and go camping.

For more information visit tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/
Huntsville.

Boating at Lake Conroe Park
14968 TX-105, Montgomery, TX 77356

Checklist
• Rent a boat
• Swimsuit
• Snacks and water bottles
• Sunscreen

Lake Conroe is a large lake, where many people visit to go 
boating in its beautiful waters. If you don’t want to rent a boat, 
there is an opportunity to ride Lake Conroe’s own large boat, 
where you can cruise and have a delicious meal, too. 

For more information, visit visitconroe.com/business/lake-
conroe-park. i
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Combining Legacy’s more 
than 40 years of healthcare 
industry experience with the 
foundation and reputation 
of Generations, we are 
proud to offer exceptional, 
compassionate care in the 
Brazos Valley. Our dedicated 
staff is committed to meeting 
the needs of our residents at 
every level. Legacy Nursing 
and Rehabilitation, “Where the 
Legacy of Life Matters.” 

• Experience quality and comfort in a 
beautiful home environment

• Services including meals, snacks, 
laundry, activities, housekeeping and 
transportation.

• Highly experienced staff with over 600 
years combined tenure.

• Specialty services including IV therapy, 
wound care, respiratory therapy and 
cardiac rehab.

• Rehabilitation services including physical, 
occupational and speech therapy. 

Why Choose Legacy? 

For inquiries/questions please email bryanadmissions@legacynursingrehab.com

2817 Kent Street •  Bryan, Texas 77802 • (979) 776-7521

If you would like more 

information, want to 

schedule a visit, or have 

additional questions, 

please contact us. 

We look forward to 

helping you any way that 

we can.

Formerly Generations Center for Senior Living



FANTHORP INN
A Hidden Gem of Texas

By KATIE JAMES

If you’re looking for a glimpse of Texas 
history, Fanthorp Inn is a hidden gem 

right here in the Brazos Valley. This nearly 
200-year-old dogtrot house in Anderson 
has been a stagecoach stop, a post office, 
an inn, and a private family residence in 
its long history.

First built in 1834 by Henry Fanthorp, 
the inn became the first post office on 
the La Bahia Trail between San Felipe 
de Austin and Nacogdoches in 1835, 
says Lead Educator/Interpreter Jordan 
Anderson with the Texas Historical 
Commission. Fanthorp was a rich and 
influential man at the time, founding 
two nearby towns, Fanthorp and Alta 
Mira. Those eventually combined and 
were renamed Anderson after the last 

vice president of the Republic of Texas, 
Kenneth L. Anderson, who died at 
Fanthorp Inn.

“When you go to the inn today, one 
thing that comes to mind is, ‘Oh it’s a nice 
house,’ but Fanthorp was worth about $2.5 
million in today’s money by 1850, so while 
the house doesn’t look like a stereotypical 
Southern plantation, he was very wealthy,” 
says Anderson. “In 1850, census records 
show he had between 13 to 14 [enslaved 
people] and in 1860, it was 30 to 31.”

In its heyday, Fanthorp Inn was one of 
the best inns in the area. Prominent Texas 
figures like Sam Houston and the last 
president of the Republic of Texas Anson 
Jones stayed there, and the complex had 
a total of nine buildings supporting the 

inn, including a store and a stagecoach 
barn. Fanthorp hosted San Jacinto Day 
festivals, circuses, and menageries on his 
property, attended by up to 150 people, 
says Anderson. The inn operated until 
1868, a year after Fanthorp died, when it 
was converted back to a private residence. 
It stayed in the family until 1970 when the 
state obtained ownership.

“It took about 10 years to restore it 
because it was heavily modified when 
the family made it back into a private 
residence,” says Anderson. “They divided 
large rooms, took out walls where the 
inn section was, adapted it to suit their 
own needs, and added restrooms. [Texas 
Wildlife and Fisheries] was lucky enough 
to find the ghost lines from where old 
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walls for the inn had been and were able to put those back in 
exactly as they were.”

The site was closed in the late 2000s due to budget 
cuts, but Washington-on-the-Brazos took it over to provide 
maintenance and staff for tours. Fanthorp Inn is open for free 
tours every Saturday and Sunday from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Groups and schools can schedule tours Wednesday through 
Friday. Anderson says he hopes they will be open another day 
of the week in the near future. If you come on one of the seven 
Stagecoach Saturdays of the year, you can catch a ride around 
town in a stagecoach, depending on weather.

“The inn has its own 1850s stagecoach replica, and on 
Stagecoach Saturdays, there’s a team of mules there to pull 
that,” says Anderson. “It takes you from the inn around the 
courthouse, which was designed by Henry Fanthorp and is on 
land donated by him, then back to the inn. We also have dulcimer 
players come out to play live music.”

Even if you don’t visit on a Stagecoach Saturday, the 
stagecoach is always there to look at and sit in. The house you 
can tour is dogtrot style, a common architectural feature of the 
time that acted as the air conditioning for the house by allowing 
wind to blow through the middle. Most of the flooring and 
various features of the house are original, and with the period-
appropriate furnishings, stepping into Fanthorp Inn is like 
stepping back in time.

“Many of the furnishings are antiques,” says Anderson. “The 
state went around and developed a collections plan to find 
appropriate pieces for the Fanthorp family. We do have some 
original items from the family, and we make a point to point 
them out on tours. Nothing is behind glass. We do allow you to 
touch things. Some descendants are still in the area, so we have 
hopes to acquire some more artifacts that are directly related to 
Henry Fanthorp. And of course, we do have some replicas.”

Anderson says the state has plans in the works to give 
the site even more care and upkeep that it needs, but in the 
meantime, they’re continuing to share the story of Fanthorp Inn 
with visitors to help Texas history come alive. 

“Who doesn’t enjoy an origin story?” says Anderson. “This 
is an origin story about where you got to stay when you 
traveled. This was a place you got stay in style. ‘Style’ in 1850 
is completely different from ‘style’ that we’re used to today. … 
Fanthorp existed in four different countries — Mexico, Texas, 
the Confederacy, and the U.S. — without ever having moved. It’s 
a great way to find out where we’ve come from and where going 
on to.” i
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1000 George Bush Dr. W
College Station, TX  77845

979.691.4000         bush41.org
                  @bush41library 

EXHIBITS ON DISPLAY THROUGH JANUARY 3, 2021

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE LIBRARY & MUSEUM

Bus
h B�thday

And Tribute

Friday, June 12 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

MOVIES BY THE POND

NOW SHOWING

GAMES & REFRESHMENTS @7PM ~ MOVIE STARTS AT SUNSET
REGISTER AT BUSH41.ORG/EVENTS

May 15: SING May 29: TROLLS

June 19: SHREK August 21: ROCK DOG

September 25: MARY POPPINS

2020 SUMMER FILM SERIES 

Bring a blanket or a lawn chair to enjoy the movies under the stars. Free refreshments while supplies 
last. Due to the coronavirus public health emergency, the George Bush Presidential Library & Museum will be closed to the public 

until further notice. The COVID-19 situation is rapidly changing, and many events are being cancelled with little notice. Please 
check our website at bush41.org for event/program updates and our operating hours and status.

LOUDER THAN WORDS: ROCK, POWER AND 
POLITICS EXHIBIT

From the moment rock and roll hit the airwaves, it has played a crucial role in politics and 
social movements around the world. This one-of-a-kind exhibit, “Louder Than Words: Rock, 

Power & Politics,” explores the power of rock to change attitudes about patriotism, peace, 
equality, and freedom. 

BACKSTAGE PASS: BARON WOLMAN AND 
THE EARLY YEARS OF ROLLING STONE

Immortalized by writers, filmmakers, and musicians from Stephen King to Dr. Hook & The Med-
icine Show, the cover of Rolling Stone magazine has embodied generations of popular culture. 
For artists, the cover is a coveted career achievement, and for many readers, it represents a 

fantasy realm of the rock-n-roll lifestyle.

I LOVE AMERICA

Fourth of July Celebration

60th ANNUAL

2020

FREE ESTIMATES

5969 Jones Road, Suites 11E & 11F • Bryan, Texas 77807
Call Us Today: (979) 324-4940 or (979) 777-7312

ilandmarkdesignsllc.com  

Mon-Friday
8 am – 5 pm

Sat.-Sun. Closed

• Custom Landscape Edging
• Custom Curbing
• Tree Rings

By Innovative Landmark Designs, LLC



RAMIRENA CREEK PRODUCTIONS
Reenacting and Living History

By BRANDI M. GOMEZ

What started out as the Brazos Banditos, 
a competitive reenacting group, 

became Ramirena Creek Productions, 
a group taking on more than just live 
performances through film and acting gigs. 

Jason Ramirez, a Bryan College Station 
native and Texas A&M graduate, class 
of 2004, is the founder and owner of 
Ramirena Creek Productions.

“When I was a little kid I [had] always 
been fascinated with the Old West,” says 
Ramirez. “I guess when I was about 11 
or 12 years old, I had gone to Six Flags in 
Texas and I saw some guys doing gun acts 
out in the street portraying the Old West, 
and I loved it.”

 When Ramirez transferred to Texas 
A&M around 2001, he got involved with 
Tombstone Texas, an Old West performance 
experience that was active during the 
offseason of Santa’s Wonderland. 

“I got involved with them and started 
doing different roles and did some 
directing, and we kind of just took it up a 
notch,” says Ramirez about himself and 
the group, then the Brazos Banditos, and 
their time with Tombstone Texas. “Some 
of the guys that were involved, I said to 
them, ‘Hey we’re doing really good at this. 
Maybe we can start a troupe,’ so we did.”

The group became a part of the 
Reenactment Guild of America at the 
time, where they discovered reenacting 
competitions. These competitions allowed 
the groups to put on a ‘living history’ skit 
where they were judged on the accuracy 
of their show and how safe it was when 

they used firearms in their performance, 
describes Ramirez.

“It was great to be involved with them,” 
says Ramirez. “What’s interesting is that it 
was more about the theatrics, but we also 
learned that reenacting was more than just 
entertainment; it was interest in the history.”

Reenacting is dressing up, as closely 
as you possibly can, as those in a certain 
period and doing an act that person would 
have done at that time. “It’s kind of like 
putting on a persona,” says Ramirez. 

Living history can be used a little bit 
more broadly. Instead of reenacting one 
event, you are embodying a persona of 
whoever could have existed and then 
giving an “impression,” as it’s called in the 
acting world, says Ramirez. 

As the group moved into performance 
of living history, they were introduced to 
film acting by other participants in the 
hobby who started approaching them 
with various on-screen opportunities. 
The first movie the group participated 
in as Ramirena Creek Productions was a 
film called Six Guns, says Ramirez. This 
allowed the group to collect wardrobe and 
props and even gain more opportunities, 
but after the experience Ramirez realized 
the historical inaccuracy of what they 
were doing and wanted to try on their 
own, he explained. 

“It didn’t really sit well with me or with 
a lot of us,” says Ramirez. “So, we started 
making our own films.”

Their first film they put out is called 4 
Horses, a short, western film in which they 

collaborated with other actors from the 
Reenactment Guild. In light of its success, 
they began working on other film projects. 
Their latest film, Cruzado, is a feature-
length film expected to premiere this 
summer, says Ramirez. People can follow 
this production on their Facebook page at 
facebook.com/RamirenaCreek.

Since the shift of the group’s activities, 
they now rarely do live performances. 
They can do performances for the public, 
but the group aims to appeal to those 
interested in history and wanting to 
immerse themselves in it, says Ramirez. 

“A lot of times we have what they call 
‘campaigns,’ which are fully [immersing],” 
says Ramirez. “This is only for reenactors; 
there are no audience. The idea is to live 
the history like it was.”

Primarily the group is active 
privately in these deals or film 
production, says Ramirez. A lot of 
members who have been involved in 
Ramirena Creek Productions went into 
film, turn to acting, producing, and even 
cinematography, he says.

“This hobby is alive and well in Bryan 
College Station,” says Ramirez.

Anyone who is interested history and 
wants to participate in this hobby can 
contact Ramirena Creek Productions. For 
more information, visit facebook.com/
RamirenaCreek.

“It gives you an opportunity to learn 
the history and fall in love with it,” says 
Ramirez. “You learn things that the 
history books don’t teach you.” i
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SuperSlow Zone
Strength and 
Conditioning Training

SuperSlow Zone customer Kay Conlee had trouble sticking 
with a fitness program before she tried SuperSlow Zone’s 
strength training program.

“I have tried out three different gyms in the past and 
always made an F,” said Conlee. “I don’t go; I’m inconsistent; 
I quit. With SuperSlow Zone, I make my appointments each 
week, I’m consistent, and I have been coming to SuperSlow 
Zone for five years now. I call that an A+!”

SuperSlow Zone differs from other gyms in that it only takes 
20 to 40 minutes per week. You can even wear your work 
clothes to the workout, making it even easier to incorporate 
fitness into a healthy lifestyle.

“Your life is all these different parts – eating right, taking 
your medications, going to the doctor, and exercising – and if 
you don’t do all the parts it pulls everything else down,” said 
Conlee. “I believe that exercise is central to holding all these 
parts up. Without a strong body, everything else doesn’t matter. 
I’m glad I found SuperSlow Zone and feel great.”

Your instructor personalizes your program to meet your 
goals. The workouts are designed to improve muscle tone, 
increase metabolism and endurance, and improve heart health, 
as well as a host of other medical benefits. 

“I have gotten stronger, I feel better, and I haven’t quit,” said 
Conlee.

For more information about SuperSlow Zone,
visit superslowzone.com/collegestation or call (979) 693-6100



STAYCATION
People, Places, and Things in Bryan College Station

By JACKSON KING

Festivals and Events
First Friday
Hosted by the Downtown Bryan 
Association on the first Friday of every 
month, First Friday is a celebration 
of downtown Bryan. This free, family 
friendly event includes live music, art, 
and an array of shopping and dining 
options. downtownbryan.com
Fourth of July Parade in Round Top
On Independence Day, celebrate Fourth 
of July with a parade hosted by Round 
Top Rifle Association. A Civil War-era 
cannon kicks everything off at 10:30 
a.m., followed by a parade of handmade 
floats, antique cars and tractors, fire 
engines, trail riders, and longhorn cattle. 
roundtoprifle.com
Cheers to Craft Beer
Downtown Bryan will hold its sixth 
annual Cheers to Craft Beer event on 
Saturday, July 18, from 3 to 7 p.m. The 
event will feature craft beer tastings 
inside of the downtown retail stores 
and restaurants. Cheers to Craft Beer 
is a self-paced walking event. Ticket 
holders will receive a map of all of 
the participating locations and can 
choose which order to sample and visit 
merchants. downtownbryan.com
Hot Nights, Cool Tunes Concert Series
The city of Brenham is hosting a free-
to-the-public live music event every 
Saturday night in July. Community 
members should bring a lawn chair 
to the Brenham Courthouse square 
and enjoy some great live music, 
starting at 7 p.m. every Saturday night. 
downtownbrenham.com
Summer Sunset Series
Summer Sunset Series is a free concert 
series in downtown Bryan the second 
and fourth Fridays in June and July at the 
Palace Theater in downtown Bryan from 
8 to 10 p.m. for a fun night of live music. 
Performances will be June 12, June 26, 

July 10, and July 24.  
downtownbryan.com/summer-sunset-series

Breweries/Wineries
Blackwater Draw Brewing Company
Blackwater Draw, a small brewery 
located in historic downtown Bryan, is a 
great taproom to try new beers crafted 
in the heart of Texas, including Mexican 
lager, coffee porter, and a New England 
Style IPA. They also have a variety 
of beers and drinks in grocery stores 
around the Bryan College Station area. 
blackwaterbrew.com
Downtown Uncorked
For those looking for a great 
neighborhood bar, Downtown Uncorked 
is a wine bar that is a fun and vibrant 
drinking space, designed as a place 
to meet for a quick pizza, dessert, or 
glass of wine before dinner. Downtown 
Uncorked has a great drinking 
atmosphere, with nice couches, outside 
seating, and a bar.  
facebook.com/uncorkedwinenwhiskey
Messina Hof Winery
Messina Hof Winery is hosting their 
annual Harvest Festival, held on 
Saturdays and Sundays from July 24 
until Aug. 15. Harvest Weekend events 
consist of wine tasting, culinary events, 
grape picking and stomping, murder 
mystery dinners, and more. Outside of 
the Harvest Festival, Messina Hof offers 
unique winery tours and tastings, chef-
led cooking parties, the Wine & Roses 
Festival, and more. messinahof.com
Perrine Winery
Want to relax after a long day over a 
glass of wine? The family owned Perrine 
Winery is an intimate and friendly 
atmosphere that is great for a small 
party or get together. Their variety 
of award-winning wines range from 
robust reds and crisp whites, refreshing 
fruit infused wines, to bubbly wines on 

tap. Enjoy a tasting, glass, or bottle of 
wine with their meat and cheese plate. 
perrinewinery.com
Texas Bluebonnet Wine Trail
Looking to explore the flavors of 
locally made Texas wine? Wine not 
hop in the car and discover the Texas 
Bluebonnet Wine Trail. The trail hosts 
their summer Harvest Wine Trail during 
the second and third weekends in July. 
Explore eight member wineries from 
the area as they offer tastings, tours of 
their vineyards, live music, and more. 
texasbluebonnetwinetrail.com

Farmers Markets
The Farm Patch
Check out the Farm Patch, an outdoor 
produce market and garden center in 
Bryan, where you can find a variety of 
delicious produce and food products. 
Speciality items sold include pecan pies, 
rotisserie chicken, fruit baskets, and 
more. thefarmpatch.com
Brenham First Fridays  
Farmer and Artisan Market
Downtown Brenham hosts a farmers 
market on the first Friday of every month 
from 3 to 7 p.m., featuring homegrown 
fresh foods and homemade products 
all right in the heart of downtown 
Brenham. downtownbrenham.com
Washington-on-the-Brazos  
Farmer’s Market
Washington-on-the-Brazos is hosting 
their monthly Farmers Market every third 
Saturday starting May 16. Taking place 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., products sold 
include seasonal produce, baked goods, 
honey, handmade lotions, jams, and 
more. Live music is on site.  
facebook.com/events/556159308443483
Bellville Farmers Market
The Bellville Farmers Market, held on 
the first Saturday of every month, is a 
great place to find local produce. Taking 

place at the Jim Bishop Pavilion from 9 
a.m. to noon, vendors sell seasonal fruits 
and vegetables, grass-fed beef, local 
honey, fresh floral bouquets, and more. 
bellvillefarmersmarket.com

Family Entertainment
Urban Air Adventure Park
Voted Best Gym in America for Kids 
by Shape Magazine, Urban Air is the 
perfect destination for kid’s birthday 
parties or a family weekend activity. 
With dozens of attractions, take your 
kids’ birthday party to the next level 
or spend a day of fun with the family. 
See why they consider themselves 
more than a trampoline park. 
urbanairtrampolinepark.com
Altitude Trampoline Park
Jump into fun with Altitude Trampoline 
Park, a place where families can enjoy 
a range of high-energy activities 
in a positive and safe atmosphere. 
Featuring more than 20,000 square 
feet of equipment, such as trampolines, 
a foam pit, a rock climbing wall, a 
trapeze, a zipline, and more, it is a great 
all-ages place for birthdays and special 
occasions. altitudecstat.com
Jumping World
Set in a family friendly atmosphere, 
Jumping World is a family entertainment 
center for all ages and is filled with 
trampoline fun! They have a vast 
amount of activities and attractions, 
including tumbling lanes, a foam pit, 
supreme dodgeball, and more.  
jwentertainment.com/location/bryan
Padlock Escape Games
One of the most unique entertainment 
venues, escape rooms provide a fun 
and family friendly experience that 
has guests solving puzzles to escape 
a locked room. For those who haven’t 
tried it, Padlock Escape Games is a great 
place to spend time with friends and 

BRAZOS VALLEY FARMERS MARKET
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 1415 E Old San Antonio Rd • Bryan • (979) 446-1535
www.circlexcountrystore.com

Custom year Barn-B-Que only available at Circle X,
exclusive Brazos Valley dealer for Smokin Bros. pellet grills.

(Proudly made in USA)

4TH OF JULY SPECIAL

2 Bags
Smokin Bros. Pellets

FREE
with Barn-B-Que Grill
Purchase through June 26, 2020



family. padlockescapegames.com
Escape Room BCS
Another great escape room location 
nearby is Escape Room BCS. They have 
rooms designed to be challenging and 
fun for groups, co-workers, teammates, 
or friends. This venue combines 
state-of-the-art technology with team 
building activities to create a worthwhile 
experience. escaperoombcs.com
Grand Station Entertainment
An all-in-one entertainment spot, Grand 
Station Entertainment is a great place 
to spend the night. With a variety of 
entertainment options, including bowling, 
virtual reality games, laser tag, and a 
fully functional arcade, Grand Station is 
a great place to host any birthday party, 
run a fundraiser or company gathering, 
or just hang out with friends or family. 
grandstationent.com
Spirit Ice Arena
With the scorching heat of Texas 
summer, Spirit Ice Arena provides a nice 
reprieve, giving a varied entertainment 
venue in the area. Spirit Ice Arena is an 
outstanding and unique party venue for 
all special occasions in a family friendly 
environment. spiriticearena.com
Nerdvana Vintage Arcade & Toys
A staple of the 80s and 90s, Nerdvana 
Vintage Arcade & Toys captures that 
feeling of a retro arcade, providing a fun 
video game experience for both adults 
and children, allowing locals to play classic 
video games. vintagenerdvana.com

Shopping
Post Oak Mall
Located in the heart of the Brazos Valley, 
Post Oak Mall offers a premier shopping 
experience, giving College Station 
high-quality shopping options, including 
Macy’s, Bealls, JCPenney, Dillard’s, 
Abercrombie & Fitch, Aeropostale, and 

120 more shops. postoakmall.com
Century Square
Century Square is a 60-acre dynamic 
community center just outside of Texas 
A&M University where people work, 
shop, play, and connect. Century Square 
features premier retail, restaurant and 
entertainment, two full-service hotels, and 
luxury apartments. century-square.com
Downtown Bryan
Continually growing and developing, 
downtown Bryan has grown into a 
haven for small businesses and local 
restaurants. Downtown Bryan offers an 
array of music, food, shopping, and art 
that is the foundation for its designation 
as one of Texas’ Cultural Arts Districts. 
downtownbryan.com

Parks and Recreation
Lake Bryan
A great place to visit this summer with 
friends and family, Lake Bryan is the 
Brazos Valley’s recreation destination 
for all things outdoors. Whether you’re 
biking with friends, canoeing and 
fishing alongside the lake, or camping 
with the entire family, there is a lot to 
explore at Lake Bryan. At night, the 
Hook restaurant provides live music. 
lakebryan.com
Bryan Aquatic Center
The Bryan Aquatic Center boasts an 
Olympic-sized heated pool, featuring 
two waterslides, a public diving board, 
a zero-depth beach entry area perfect 
for families, and plenty of space for the 
whole family to enjoy the sun. The pool 
is open to the public throughout the year 
and is available for rent after hours on a 
first-come, first-served basis.  
bryantx.gov/parks-and-recreation/pools-
and-aquatic-facilities
Washington-on-the-Brazos
Have you ever wanted to see the place 

where Texas became Texas? Located in 
Washington County, Washington-on-
the-Brazos offers a variety of child-
friendly events and historic venues 
for the whole family to see, including 
a recreation of an 1850s plantation. 
wheretexasbecametexas.org
City of College Station Pools
Looking for a place to cool down in the 
hot summer sun? College Station has 
three outdoor pools open to the public 
that are great for the whole family. 
Located in parks around town, these 
public pools — Adamson Lagoon, Cindy 
Hallaran Pool, and the W.A. Tarrow 
Splash Pad — are all great places to 
relax, host a celebration, or hangout 
with friends. cstx.gov

Live Theatre
The Wedding Singer
The Theatre Company presents the 
musical The Wedding Singer Aug. 
15 through Aug. 30. Based on the 
hit 1998 Adam Sandler movie, The 
Wedding Singer tells the story of 
Robbie, a wedding singer who was left 
at the altar, and his relationship with a 
waitress he starts falling in love with. 
theatrecompany.com/tickets
Macbeth
Stagecenter Community Theatre 
presents the Shakespearean classic 
Macbeth May 28 through June 13. One 
of Shakespeare’s most famous and 
chilling plays, Macbeth tells the story of 
what unchecked power and ambition 
can do. stagecenter.net
Dixie Swim Club
Brenham Unity Theatre presents the 
comedy play Dixie Swim Club June 4 
through June 21. The play focuses on the 
relationship between five women who 
meet every year in August, covering 33 
years of their life, and is a hilarious and 

touching comedy about the strength of 
friendship. unitybrenham.org/main-stage
Jack and the Beanstalk
Brenham Unity Theatre presents 
the musical Jack and the Beanstalk 
June 4 through June 21 as their 
Children’s Summer Family Musical. 
Based on classic fairy tales, Jack and 
the Beanstalk weaves the story into 
a musical about Jack’s adventure 
to escape the “magical kingdom.” 
unitybrenham.org/special-events

Sports
Brazos Valley Bombers
This summer, head out to Travis Field 
to support the local collegiate summer 
baseball team, the Brazos Valley 
Bombers. Playing baseball in June and 
July, the Bombers are a great way to 
enjoy America’s Pastime in the B/CS 
area. bvbombers.com
Brazos Valley Roller Derby
This summer, come out and support 
the Brazos Valley Roller Derby, as they 
continue to skate their way in the B/CS 
area. Heading into a new season, they 
show up all over the area, including at 
First Friday and Third Thursday Art Step. 
brazosvalleyrollerderby.com
Brazos Valley Calvary FC
Pack the pitch this summer as Brazos 
Valley Calvary FC, a local USL League 
Two soccer team, fights to win the 
Mid-South division for the third year in a 
row. Head to Travis Field to support the 
hometown team. bvcavalryfc.com

Golf Courses
Traditions Club
Traditions Club is a private golf club in the 
heart of Bryan, serving as the home for 
the Texas A&M Men’s and Women’s Golf 
Teams. Nestled among majestic native 
hardwoods, rolling hillsides, and the 
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natural banks of the Turkey Creek, this 
luxurious golf course is built like no other 
in the Brazos Valley. traditionsclub.com
Pebble Creek Country Club
Pebble Creek Country Club is the only 
private club in College Station, providing 
a fun 18-hole golf course and a spacious 
40,000 square foot clubhouse to 
members. This golf course, designed 
for both challenge and enjoyment 
by nationally recognized golf course 
architect Ken Dye, brings out the best in 
players of all skill levels, while leaving the 
best of nature in play. pebblecreek.cc
The Golf Club at Texas A&M
Near the Texas A&M campus, the Golf 
Club at Texas A&M is the premier golf 
course in B/CS. A 71-par course, the Golf 
Club provides a fun and challenging 
golfing experience for anyone visiting 
the B/CS area. golfclubtamu.com
City Course at the Phillips Event Center
Part of the Phillips Event Center at 
Briarcrest is a thrilling 18-hole golf 
course, with tight fairways and 
small greens making a challenge for 
experienced golfers. Locals can sign up 
for a full golf membership or can join as 
a guest. phillipsevents.com/golf
Pecan Lakes Golf Course
Located in Navasota, Pecan Lakes Golf 
Course provides a blend of challenging 
play for golfers of any skill level and a 
beautiful course to play through, giving 
golfers a golfing experience they won’t 
regret. pecanlakesgolfclub.net 
Bluejack National
The first Tiger Woods designed golf 
course opened in the United States, 
Bluejack National in Montgomery is 
a masterful experience for golfers, 
providing a course with no rough 
that was rated the number one 
residential course in Texas by Golfweek. 
bluejacknational.com

Trivia Nights
Trivia On the Green
Head to Century Square every Thursday 
evening for a fun night of Trivia on the 
Green, where you can compete with 
friends and family to win prizes.  
century-square.com
O’Bannon’s Taphouse
O’Bannon’s hosts a fun trivia night 
every Wednesday night. With a lively 
atmosphere and great weekly specials, 
O’Bannon’s is a great place to end your 
evening. obannonstaphouse.com
The Corner Rooftop Bar and Grill
The Corner Bar and Grill hosts a game 
night every Thursday night at 10 
p.m. including trivia night, ping pong 

tournaments, and more. thecornerbcs.com 
P.O.E.T.S. Billiards and Bar
P.O.E.T.S. Billiards and Bar is a great 
sports bar and hangout destination for 
anyone, with 43 beers on tap, a variety 
of activities to enjoy with friends, 
including pool tables and a poker table, 
and an assortment of fun events almost 
every night, including live music three 
nights a week, karaoke on Friday nights, 
and more. P.O.E.T.S. Billiards and Bar 
hosts an adult-themed trivia night on 
Monday nights. 
facebook.com/POETSBilliardsBCS

Off the Beaten Path
Salsa Dancing at the Village Cafe
Have you ever wanted to learn how 
to salsa dance? Every Saturday night, 
the Village Cafe in downtown Bryan is 
hosting a Salsa Dance Night. Starting 
at 10 p.m., the event begins with a 
fun salsa lesson, before transitioning 
into a salsa soiree until 2 a.m. 
thevillagedowntown.com
The Break Room
The Break Room in Bryan offers a 
unique and fun local entertainment, 
giving people the ability to smash any 
item they desire, from computers and 
glass trinkets to beer bottles and cups. 
Whether you want to relieve stress or 
just have fun destroying TVs, the Break 
Room is an entertainment venue ready 
for you. thebreakroombcs.com
Halo Bar
For those looking for a high-quality 
party and dancing atmosphere, Halo 
Bar in downtown Bryan is the premier 
dance club in the Brazos Valley. Halo 
is staffed with award-winning DJs 
and state-of-the-art audio and video 
equipment on their two levels of the 
club. Events at Halo include a karaoke 
night hosted every Thursday night, 
and a noteworthy drag show hosted 
Friday and Saturday night at midnight. 
facebook.com/HALOBCS
Hurricane Harry’s
Have you ever felt the urge to boot 
scootin’ boogie? Located just off of 
Northgate, Hurricane Harry’s is a 
great bar and dance hall to enjoy a fun 
Saturday night with friends or family. 
Harry’s has live music on Friday nights, 
and a variety of special discounts, 
including College Thursday Night, 
Ladies Night, an Aggie Ring discount 
night, and more. harrys.bcsclubs.com i
Editor’s Note: All events are subject to 
change. Some businesses may remain closed. 
Check insitebrazosvalley.com for the most 
up-to-date information.
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7F LODGE
Anytime is a Good Time to Stay

By BRANDI M. GOMEZ

7F Lodge is not only a full-service 
wedding venue, but also a bed and 

breakfast steeped in history and charm 
located in south College Station just off 
Greens Prairie road. Their motto, “We are a 
getaway without having to go away,” truly 
embodies a ‘staycation,’ offering Texas 
hospitality in comfortable lodgings, natural 
event spaces, and culinary offerings.

7F Lodge originally opened around 
1997 by Carol Frierson-Conlee, on her 
family land, and is now owned by Bill and 
Lisa Wantuck with daughter and son-in-
law, Ginger and Ryan Lundell. Frierson-
Conlee and her husband had the idea to 
start a bed and breakfast using the cabins 
they built. The couple had also built a 
wedding chapel on the property, where 
they were married, which led to the idea 
of using 7F Lodge as a wedding venue, too. 

 “It was really a first of its kind here in 
our area,” says Lisa Wantuck.

Couples can enjoy a full weekend of 
events or just one night, while staying 

in one of the eight on-site cabins. Each 
cabin is themed and decorated and 
scattered throughout the wooded 
14-acre property, all with a private 
porch and a Jacuzzi tub for two, with 
a romantic elegance that just can’t be 
recreated anywhere else.

 “We’re all about being in tune with 
the person you’re with in nature,” says 

Wantuck. Part of the way to ensure guests 
accomplish that is that there is no Wi-Fi or 
television, she says.

“You gotta really love the one you’re 
with … or get to,” says Wantuck. 

Anyone is welcome to stay at the 7F 
Lodge — from couples to families and 
even individuals looking to recharge. With 
their events center and chapel, they do a 
lot of weddings, and staying in the cabins 
is a unique experience with family and 
friends, shares Wantuck.

“We do our own catering too, so we 
can do cook outs and a s’mores bar and 
fun things like that,” says Wantuck. “So, a 
lot of different experiences come with the 
cabins and the events.”

Anytime is a good time to book a cabin 
at the 7F Lodge. “There isn’t really a bad 
time, especially if you just want to be with 
the ones you love and have a little down 
time,” says Wantuck.

For information on booking a cabin, 
visit 7flodge.com. i

‘We’re all about 
being in tune with 
the person you’re 

with in nature’
— Lisa Wantuck
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NATURE OF TEXAS
Most Popular Texas State Parks

By NICOLE SHAIR

Everything is bigger in Texas and the 
amount of state parks located around 

this large state are no exception. With 
around 89 state parks in total, there is 
much more to see in Texas than there is 
time to visit all of them. 

If you aren’t sure what state parks to 
visit this summer, here are some of the 
most popular state parks in the Lone 
Star state.

Longhorn Cavern State Park
visitlonghorncavern.com
Burnet
Developed in the 1930s by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, the park’s star 
attraction is Longhorn Cavern, an 
underground wonder created by the 
dissolving and cutting action of an 
ancient river. 

Located just outside of Austin, this 
cave of legends is one of the most popular 
state parks, according to tripadvisor.com. 
Visitors are invited to tour the caverns, 
hike the various trails, ride their bikes, 
have a picnic, or learn about the CCC and 
their contributions to Texas. 

Palo Duro Canyon State Park
tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/palo-duro-canyon
Canyon
Known as the “Grand Canyon of Texas,” 
the Palo Duro Canyon is the second-
largest canyon in the country, nestled into 
the Texas panhandle. 

Visitors can explore the canyon by 
foot, mountain bike, horse, or car. There 
are also 30 miles of hiking, biking, and 
equestrian trails for people to enjoy. 
Among other things to do are camp, 
geocache, study nature, or bird watch. 
During the summers, enjoy a performance 
of TEXAS Outdoor Musical.

Caprock Canyons State Park
tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/caprock-canyons
Quitaque
Wind and water over the eons shaped the 
rugged beauty of Caprock Canyons State 
Park in the panhandle of Texas. Today, 
bison roam the plains, bats roost in Clarity 
Tunnel, and you can explore 90 miles of 
trails, according to tpwd.texas.gov.

Besides marveling at the bison and 
bats, you can hike, ride horses or bikes, 

camp, geocache, or take a scenic drive. 
Lake Theo offers no-wake boating, fishing, 
and swimming. Or, if you’d like, have a 
picnic in nature.
Brazos Bend State Park
tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/brazos-bend
Needville
Just 45 miles from downtown Houston, 
Brazos Bend has all the nature anyone 
could ever want. The park revolves around 
nature and preserving the habitats, 
which support a diverse range of plants 
and animals. To make the most of it, it’s 
recommended to bring walking shoes, 
binoculars, and your best camera.

Besides spending time in nature, 
visitors can also hike and bike, fish, picnic, 
geocache, ride horses, and stay over night. 
With miles of trails and various ponds and 
lakes throughout the park, some visitors 
might even run into an alligator or two!
Big Bend Ranch State Park
tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/big-bend-ranch
Marfa
Big Bend Ranch is a remote park featuring 
rugged mountains, steep canyons, 

PALO DURO CANYON STATE PARK
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amazing views, unparalleled night 
skies, and solitude in a high desert 
setting. The park stretches along the 
Rio Grande in far west Texas, on the 
U.S.-Mexico border. 

Visitors can hike, mountain-bike, 
backpack, paddle, ride horses, or 
explore by vehicle. The park has 
been designated an International 
Dark Sky Park, so stargazers will 
like camping out in the park. As the 
biggest state park in Texas, there is 
more than enough to satisfy every 
type of adventurer.
Davis Mountains State Park
tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/davis-
mountains
Fort Davis
Known for its trails and tranquility, 
Davis Mountains is perfect for 
hiking, biking, stargazing, camping, 
and even geocaching. What’s more, 
there is a historic frontier fort 
nearby that visitors are encouraged 
to learn about. 

Visitors can watch birds at the 
“best little bird blind in Texas.” The 
blind offers an enclosed viewing 
station, a shielded outside patio, and 
watering and feeding stations. Visitors 
can also go to the interpretive center 
to see what birds are being fed at the 
station there.
Pedernales Falls State Park
tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/ 
pedernales-falls
Johnson City
The most significant part of 
Pedernales Falls is the river, which 
runs through the park. Although it can 
be turbulent at times and lead to flash 
flooding, most of the time it is calm 
and peaceful. Visitors are invited to 
walk along the river, camp, swim or 
tube, and fish to their heart’s content.

According to tpwd.texas.gov, 
visitors can hike or bike the scenic 
Hill Country. Trails range from easy to 
difficult. Take the half-mile Twin Falls 
Nature Trail and stop at the scenic 
overlook over the falls. Or tackle 
the six-mile Wolf Mountain Trail. 
This challenging trail wraps around 
Tobacco and Wolf mountains and 
winds along the small canyons created 
by Mescal and Tobacco creeks. There 
are a variety of trails, creeks, and 
rivers to be found in Pedernales Falls.

For more information on each of 
these parks as well as ideas for more 
parks to visit, go to tpwd.texas.gov. i

BIG BEND RANCH STATE PARK

CAPROCK CANYONS STATE PARK

PEDERNALES FALLS STATE PARK

DAVIS MOUNTAINS STATE PARK
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EVERYTHING’S COMING UP ROSES
Visit the Tyler Municipal Rose Garden

By BRANDI M. GOMEZ

The Tyler Municipal Rose Garden is a 
14-acre rose garden in Tyler, one of the 

biggest cities in East Texas, and is known 
for processing about 80 percent of the 
nation’s roses. Most notably, its rose garden 
is Tyler’s number one tourist attraction 
and has been listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places according to the Tyler 
Public Library. It is known as the “rose 
capital of America” and is a quick road trip 
from the Brazos Valley.

According to the Tyler Public Library, 
in the 1900s fruit orchards were 
important to the area, but when the fruit 
industry was wiped out, many farmers 
turned to growing roses. 

By the 1920s the rose industry had 
developed into a major business, and by 
the 1940s more than half of the U.S. supply 

of rose bushes was grown in Tyler, shares 
Holli Conley-Fourniquet, vice president of 
marketing of Visit Tyler.

“Tyler is known for the roses but even 
beyond that we’re really known as ‘a natural 
beauty’ here in the area,” says Conley.

Texas has different types of landscapes, 
and Tyler is in the piney woods, which 
makes Tyler perfectly suited to grow roses 
due to its climate and soil, Conley explains.

“It’s a different ‘scape than anywhere 
else in Texas,” Conley says. “This is a 
gardener’s paradise.” 

Texas is known for its hospitality, 
but Conley says it is the very thing that 
makes Tyler special. Conley has lived 
in a lot of different places in Texas, but 
she says there is nothing like the Texas 
hospitality in Tyler. 

“We call it ‘keeping Tyler rosy,’” says 
Conley. “It’s not just our roses but the 
services that we provide as well. You’re 
going to get a personal experience and 
you really feel like you’ve lived here your 
whole life.”

Conley has visited the Tyler Rose 
Garden with her family plenty of times 
and she says it’s more breathtaking than 
you’d imagine. You know it’s a rose garden, 
but once you’re there it’s a real experience. 

“It’s in the middle of town but it doesn’t 
feel that way once you walk through the 
gate,” says Conley. “It really feels like kind 
of an oasis. It’s real quiet. You just walk 
and walk through a ton of rose bushes; 
there are climbing roses that go over 
gazebos and water fountains, and it is just 
a really beautiful place.” 
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Strong Bone Health
Strong Bones, Strong Body.

Irene Erion first heard about SuperSlow Zone while 
in a yoga class. “I thought to myself, well, I am in the 
high-risk category for osteoporosis so I should give 
this a shot,” Irene said. She said she started going 
twice a week and that everything was going well 
for her until one year her osteoporosis medications 
plateaued. “The next year, my bone health dropped,” 
Irene said.

Soon after, SuperSlow Zone acquired a new 
machine and created the Strong Bone Health 
program. Irene started on the program and went 

from having osteoporosis to osteopenia (a precursor 
to osteoporosis); she had increased her bone density. 
“My doctor was shocked. She said, ‘At your age, we 
never expect an increase in bone density, so whatever 
it is you’re doing, keep doing it,’” said Irene. 

Strong Bone Health is a program that uses proven 
technology resulting in improvement, stopping, or 
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process based off the science of Wolff’s Law.

For more information about the New Strong Bone Health Program, 
call (979) 693-6100 or visit superslowzone.com/collegestation
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Most of the property is nothing but rose 
bushes, but there is also a botanical 
garden with other flowers like Japanese 
maples, azaleas, and so many others, 
Conley describes. 

“So, when [the roses] aren’t in bloom, 
the garden is still a gorgeous place,” 
says Conley.

The roses bloom twice a year during 
late April or early May and then again 
in October. Tyler hosts its Texas Rose 
Festival the third weekend in October 
and it’s over the top, says Conley. 

“There’s a rose queen with a beautiful 
gown, tea in the garden, and a parade,” 
says Conley. “It’s really a celebration of 
the roses.” 

The festival is expected to go on 
as planned in light of the COVID-19 
pandemic, but is subject to change. The 
park is open to the public, but the garden 
can also be visited through virtual tours. 

For more information on the rose 
garden and activity guides, visit 
visittyler.com/tylerrosegarden. i
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NEWMAN’S CASTLE
A Unique Experience in Austin County

By NICOLE SHAIR

Castles aren’t a common sight in Texas, 
but in the heart of Bellville sits a 

magnificent castle settled in amongst 
the hills and forests of Austin County. 
Newman’s Castle is just the place for a day 
trip outside of Brazos Valley.

Designed and built by Newman’s 
Bakery owner, Mike Newman, the plan 
wasn’t always to make a castle into a 
home, but one evening with a bottle of 
wine and his thoughts led Newman to the 
idea, and in 1998, the castle was founded.

“I didn’t think of building a castle when 
I first bought the property,” Newman says. 
“I originally thought of building a log cabin 
or a Texas [ranch house]. My imagination 
gets carried away with me sometimes and 
I had the idea to build a castle and that 
idea made me smile a lot.”

After having grown up in Bellville, 
Newman wanted to stick to his roots 
and live out in the country. He had made 
an investment out there in the form of 
Newman’s Bakery, and later, in the plot 

of land he bought to build Newman’s 
Castle, though the two endeavors were not 
directly related.

“I built the castle as my own private 
residence, my home,” Newman says. “I 
never had any intention of opening it as a 
tourist site.”

Newman built the castle from scratch, 
with only the help of one other assistant. 
He didn’t want to hire a contractor to 
make his vision come true and trusted 
that he could do the job just as fine. 
The castle features a moat, a massive 
working 3,000 pound drawbridge with 
an accompanying portcullis, a chapel, five 
round corner turrets, a courtyard, and 
a central keep with a dramatic view of 
the surrounding lands, according to the 
Newman’s Castle Facebook page.

“I pretty much designed it by myself and 
did the construction by myself,” Newman 
says. “I was getting up early in the morning 
to work on it and sneaking out the back of 
the bakery to work on it in the evenings.”

Once the castle was finished, Newman had 
no intentions of opening the castle to the 
public until he was contacted by someone 
with the Harris County Bus Program who 
wanted to shuttle a group of seniors to see 
the castle.

“It’s a great way to promote the bakery 
and it brings a lot of joy to the people who 
come out here on the tours,” Newman says. 
“We have had people come out in car loads 
to see the castle and it’s always fun to watch 
the kids come out here and run around.”

Newman’s Castle is available for day 
tours six days a week and special events. 
The castle hosts weddings, wine tastings, 
birthday parties, and any other special 
occasion. Tours of the castle can be about 
an hour and a half to two hours and 
include a lunch as well as the opportunity 
to ask Newman any questions about the 
castle and its various architecture.

For more information on Newman’s 
Castle or to book a tour or event, visit 
facebook.com/Newmans-Castle. i
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BRAZOS 
READS
By SHELBI LEMEILLEUR

Girl Gone Ghost by Dawn Husted
Local author and Texas A&M University 
graduate Dawn Husted is back with 
another refreshing young adult novel, Girl 
Gone Ghost. Her book Scythe of Darkness 
was previously featured in INSITE 
Magazine. Husted’s ability to captivate a 
reader shines through in Girl Gone Ghost, 
a young adult thriller.

What makes Girl Gone Ghost such 
a great thriller is how each bit of 
information revealed is a complete shock. 
You see, Sonora is being haunted by her 
dead best friend, Magnolia. Magnolia’s 
ghost keeps popping up at the most 
inopportune times, bringing with her a 
strong fishy odor, and often unforseen 
consequences for Sonora. She does 
everything she can to try and learn who 
really killed Magnolia, hoping this will 
put her friend at peace and leave her 
alone forever. Help comes in the most 
unexpected places, and the answers are 
far from anything she (or the reader) 
could ever imagine.

Girl Gone Ghost is a stand-alone novel 
available in paperback or as an e-book. i
Are you a local author? Would you like your 
book to be featured in INSITE Magazine? 
Email shelbi@insitebrazosvalley.com 
for more information.
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BRYAN/COLLEGE STATION
C&J BARBEQUE
cjbbq.com, 4304 Harvey Road, CS (979) 
776-8969; 105 Southwest Parkway, 
CS (979) 696-7900; 1010 South Texas 
Avenue, Bryan (979) 822-6033. A 
family run business, C&J Barbeque 
serves sausage, pork loin, pulled pork, 
turkey, brisket, chicken, ribs, and more 
at each of their locations. Open M-Th 
10:30am-8:30pm, F-Sa 10:30am-9pm, 
and Su 11am-3pm.
CAFÉ ECCELL & LA BODEGA TACO BAR
cafeeccellbryantx.com, 4401 S. Texas 
Avenue (979) 599-7929. For private 
parties, weddings, or any event off 
premise from buffets and mixers to fine 
dining for 25-1,000 people. Café Eccell 
plus La Bodega Taco Bar plus your 
imagination adds up to Eccell Group 
Catering and anything you want!

CAFFE CAPRI ITALIAN RESTAURANT
theplaceforitalian.com, 222 N Main St, 
Bryan (979) 822-2675. This award-
winning downtown restaurant has 
been serving creative and reasonably 
priced Italian dishes for 20 years. Enjoy 
their art deco interior, local art display, 
and upbeat atmosphere. Lunch M-F 
11am-2pm; Dinner M-Th 5:30-9pm; 
F-Sa 5pm-9pm.
CAMPFIRE RESTAURANT  
AT THE STELLA HOTEL
thestellahotel.com, 4100 Lake Atlas 
Drive, Bryan (979) 421-4444. Here 
guests are greeted with the rich aroma 
of smoke and seasonings used to serve 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner made 
with the best ingredients in Central 
Texas. Raise a toast to bourbon-fueled 
cocktails and magnum wine tastings at 
the Chef’s Table, an outdoor perch by 
the fire pit, or a table in the main dining 
room with a view of the open kitchen!
CASA DO BRASIL
casadobrasil.com, 1665 Greens Prairie 
Rd W, CS (979) 596-5586. The first 
Brazilian steakhouse in the Brazos 
Valley is now open! You can enjoy meat 
delivered to your table on hot skewers 
and carved directly onto your plate. 
The steakhouse also serves traditional 
favorites including the national drink of 
Brazil, the Caipirinha. M-F 11am-2pm, 
5-9:30pm; S 4-10pm; Su 11am-2pm.
CHEF TAI’S MOBILE BISTRO
cheftai.com, check website for daily 
locations and hours (979) 268-3251. 
Chef Tai’s Mobile Bistro is America’s 
Favorite Food Truck serving a blend of 
globally inspired cuisine.
DOWNTOWN UNCORKED WINE BAR
206 West 26th St, Bryan (979) 823-
4837. Voted Best Wine By The Glass, 
Downtown Uncorked Wine Bar is where 
the adults go. Choose from more than 
100 bottles! Special nights include 
Women Gone Wine Wednesdays, Half 
Price Bottle Thursdays, and Friday Night 
Flights.
THE ANGRY ELEPHANT  
BAR AND GRILL
650 William D Fitch Pkwy #500, College 
Station (979) 704-5110. Enjoy drinks 
and hot dogs at the politically themed 
bar featuring specialty cocktails and 

items such as the George Bush BLT Dog. 
11am-2am.
FOUR POINTS BY SHERATON
fourpointscollegestation.com, 1503 
Texas Avenue South College Station, 
TX 77840. (979) 693-1741. A mile away 
from Texas A&M University, Four Points 
by Sheraton College Station is in the 
heart of town. Four Points is great 
for overnight stays, receptions and 
meetings, and more! 
THE HONEYBAKED HAM CO. & CAFÉ
Order catering online at 
MyHoneyBakedStore.com, 3975 Hwy 
6 S and Rock Prairie Road, CS (979) 
314-1229. Visit for specialty foods, 
catering, and café. One size gifts all! 
HoneyBaked gift cards available in 
any denomination. M-F 11am-6pm, Sa 
11am-5pm.

LUIGI’S PATIO RISTORANTE
luigispatioristorante.com, 3975 SH-6 
S, CS (979) 693-2742. Luigi’s Patio 
Ristorante offers genuine Italian cuisine 
in a cozy atmosphere that transports 
you straight to the heart of Italy. Live 
music, check website for schedule. 
Open for lunch Tu-Fri 11:30am-2pm. 
Open for dinner Tu-Su 5:30pm, call for 
closing times. Brunch Su 11:30am-2pm. 

MESSINA HOF WINERY
messinahof.com, 4545 Old Reliance Rd, 
Bryan (979) 778-9463.  Founded on the 
cornerstones of family, tradition, and 
romance, Messina Hof Winery & Resort 
has held its place as a Brazos Valley 
staple since 1977. Open M-Th 10am-
7pm, F-Sa 10am-8pm, Su 11am-6pm.

MADDEN’S CASUAL GOURMET
maddenscasualgourmet.com, 202 S 
Bryan Ave, Bryan (979) 779-2558. For 
catering and private party planning, 
call (979) 450-5334. Madden’s Casual 
Gourmet is the perfect place for lunch 
or dinner, celebrations, and catering 
any event! Open M-W 11am-2pm, 
Th-F 11am-3pm, S 10am-4pm, Th-S 
5pm-9pm. 
MR. G’S PIZZERIA
gotomrgs.com, 201 W 26th St, Bryan 
(979) 822-6747. At Mr. G’s, every slice 
is served with family pride, the freshest 
ingredients, original recipes, and only 
the finest imported Italian cheeses. 
Now serving gluten free pizza. Bryan 
location: M-F 11am-2pm & 5pm-9pm, 
Sa 5pm-9pm. 
MUST BE HEAVEN
mustbeheaven.com, 1700 Rock Prairie 
Rd, CS (979) 764-9222. Reminisce the 
good ol’ days of ice cream shoppes 
and hand-crafted sandwiches at Must 
Be Heaven. Bryan locations’ hours: 
M-F 8am-6pm, Sa 8am-3pm. College 
Station hours: M-F 8am-6pm, Sa 8am-
3pm.
NAPA FLATS WOOD-FIRED KITCHEN
napaflats.com, 1727 Texas Ave. S. 
College Station (979) 383-2500. 
Dining out never tasted so good. Enjoy 
California inspired cuisine made over 
a wood fired grill at Napa Flats. Open 
M-Th 11am-10pm, F-Sa 11am-11pm, Su 
11am-9:30pm. 
PAOLO’S ITALIAN KITCHEN

PaolosItalianKitchen.com, 809 
University Dr #100, CS (979) 485-
2704. Life is too short not to eat well. 
Signature dishes include Veal Marsala 
and Nonna’s Lasagna. Paolo’s also 
has catering options, as well as two 
banquet rooms to host private events! 
Lunch M-Sa 11am-2pm, Dinner M-Sa 
5pm-930pm.
PEACH CREEK VINEYARDS
PeachCreekVineyards.com, 2029 
Peach Creek Rd, CS (936) 825-3669. 
There’s plenty of parking at this 
picturesque operation nestled in the 
beautiful countryside near College 
Station. Visit this winery and novelty 
gift shop in the heart of a Texas 
vineyard. While there, be sure to view 
the antique grape press from the late 
1800s and ask about the Adopt-A-
Vine program. Open Tu-F 3-6pm, Sa 
12-6pm, Su by appointment.
READFIELD MEATS & DELI
readfieldmeats.com, 2701 S Texas Ave, 
Bryan (979) 822-1594. Your summer 
solution to meal planning and great 
BBQs, choose USDA Choice & Prime 
beef, Midwest Grain-fed Pork, Fresh 
Poultry, Lamb, Smoked Sausage, Cajun 
Boudin, and Honey Glazed Hams. Open 
M-F 8am-6pm, Sa 8am-4pm.
THE REPUBLIC
therepublic1836.com, 701 University 
Dr. E #406, CS (979) 260-4120. 
Recently receiving the designation of 
AAA four diamond steak house, The 
Republic offers a variety of gourmet 
steak options, seafood, wine, and 
whiskey. Their focus is on the use of 
fine, locally grown foods and simple 
Texas cooking in an elegant setting. 
Open M-Sa 5-10pm.
THE TAP
tapbcs.com, 815 Harvey Rd, CS (979) 
696-5570. The Tap is a former train 
depot transformed into a sports bar and 
restaurant. This local favorite has more 
than 30 TVs, darts, pool tables, NTN 
trivia, dominoes, two huge porches, 
occasional live music specials, burgers, 
sandwiches, and free peanuts. M-Sa 
11am-2pm.
TRUMAN CHOCOLATES
trumanchocolates.com, 4407 S 
Texas Ave, Bryan (979) 260-4519. 
Choose from signature series boxes or 
customize your own. Numerous flavors 
to choose from. Made on site by well-
trained staff. Perfect to leave a lasting 
impression for any event! Open M-F 
10am-6pm; Sa 10am-3pm; Closed on 
Sunday.
VERITAS WINE & BISTRO
www.veritaswineandbistro.com, 830 
University Dr. E, Ste 400, CS (979) 
268-3251. Classically trained chefs 
offer creative cuisine in a casual, 
contemporary setting. Veritas embraces 
usage of organic and local produce, 
wild caught seafood flown in directly 
from the source, as well as poultry and 
meat raised naturally.  Lunch M-Sa 
11am-2pm; Dinner Sun-Th 5:30pm-
9:30pm, F-Sa 5:30pm-10pm.
WAYBACK BURGERS
waybackburgers.com, 3001 Wild 

Flower Drive, Bryan (979) 703-6623. 
Made-to-order burgers & milkshakes 
fill out the menu at this family friendly 
chain. Open M-Sa 10:30am-10pm, and 
Su 10:30am-9pm. 
ENTERTAINMENT & ATTRACTION

SCHLITTERBAHN
schlitterbahn.com, (409) 770-WAVE, 
(830) 625-2351. With waterparks 
in Corpus Christi, Galveston, New 
Braunfels, and South Padre Island, 
Schlitterbahn is the perfect destination 
for your family vacation. Make a splash 
this summer and enjoy free parking, 
free tubes, and picnicking by the pool!
GRIMES COUNTY
CLASSIC ROCK COFFEE CO.
facebook.com/crccnavasotatx, 129 
E. Washington Ave., Navasota, (936) 
727-5613. Great coffee, great music! 
Stop by to hear some classic rock and 
try coffee from around the world. M-Th 
7am-6pm, F 7am-7pm, Sa-Su 8am-7pm.
MARTHA’S BLOOMERS
MarthasBloomers.com 8101 Hwy 6, 
Navasota (936) 825-7400. Open Mon-
Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 11am-5pm. Step 
back in time to discover unique home 
décor, distinctive gifts & exceptional 
shopping finds. Enjoy a relaxing 
lunch at Café M Bloomer’s, a serene 
garden café offering scrumptious 
flavor, one delightful bite at a 
time. Choose from delicious soups, 
delectable sandwiches, fresh garden 
salads, tempting desserts, specialty 
teas, and more. Open Tu-Su, serving 
lunch 11am-3pm and desserts until 
4pm (Café closed Mondays). Cafe@
MarthasBloomers.com
WASHINGTON COUNTY
FUNKY ART CAFÉ & COFFEE BAR
202 W Commerce St, Brenham (979) 
836-5220. Delicious and different, 
Funky Art Café in Brenham offers 
enticing entrees to please the palate 
before shopping in its companion retail 
shop, The Pomegranate. M-Fr 11am-
2pm; Sa 11am-3pm.
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the Weekend Possibilities e-newsletter for 

Events, Live Music & More!
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Shop, Dine, Explore and More

Cafe M. Bloomers for Lunch or Dessert

Home & Garden Store

Discover Unique 
Gifts & Home Décor

Open Mon - Sat 9am - 6pm
Sun 11am - 5pm

936-825-7400

You Get The Same Great Food
With To Go Orders

Accepted For In-Store 
& Curbside Pickup!

8101 Hwy 6 Bypass • Navasota, Tx 77868 • www.MarthasBloomers.com

Place your to-go order:
(936) 870-3277

Tues - Sun 11am - 2pm (Pick Up By 2:30)


