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We’re
ready for
this moment
right here.

During one of life’s biggest
moments, we’re here to keep
you and your family safe, joyful
and in the moment. From
ultrasound to delivery, our
experienced care team will
be with you every moment
of the way.

BSWHealth.com/YourMomentCollegeStation

Physicians provide clinical services as members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Scott & White Health’s subsidiary, community or affiliated
medical centers and do not provide clinical services as employees or agents of those medical centers or Baylor Scott & White Health. ©2020
Baylor Scott & White Health. 99-BCS-174777-Insite Brazos Valley Sept L&D Ad AM

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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From the Editor
Dear INSITE Readers,
Welcome to autumn! Hopefully this new season brings a reprieve from
COVID-19 as well as the blazing heat.
September is always our bridal issue, and though weddings may look a
little different right now, they’re still just as special. I hope these features on
couples who tied the knot right here in the Brazos Valley inspire you in your
planning process or bring you joy as you page through their love stories.
This issue is a very personal one because I’m in the middle of planning
my own wedding here in Bryan, and I’ve been able to gather great
ideas and scope out local vendors from the Brazos Valley’s
ever-growing wedding industry.
Also in this issue you’ll find ways to refresh and reorganize your home, as
well as some fun events. Of course, though everyone is adapting to the
times with safety measures and reimagined events, all events are subject to
change or cancellation.
We’re always looking to spotlight the people and organizations that make this
place great. Have an idea for a story you want to see in INSITE Magazine?
Shoot me an email at katie@insitebrazosvalley.com.
Thanks for reading, and stay safe out there!
— Katie James

A fond FAREWELL

Pens, Mugs
& Tumblers
Print
Solutions

Digital
Printing

Impact your
Audience

Marketing
Partnership

Branding
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Items

story
to tell.

Direct Mail

fulfillment

Engagement

Web
Portals

Shirts &
Wearables

Offset
Printing
Custom Wall
Graphics

Graphic
Design

statement
printing

integ
delivers.

The staff
at Insite
Magazine
and Integ
are sad to
say goodbye
to Shelbi
LeMeilleur
but wish her
the very best
in her next
adventure.
Good luck,
Shelbi ...
You will
be missed!

Visit our website at

integdoes.com

Digital Brochure:

Serving the Brazos Valley!
123 E. Wm. J. Bryan Pkwy. | Bryan, TX 77803 | 979.823.5567

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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Katie & Ryan Kessler
October 26, 2019

Story by LAUREN DEVENZIO
Photos by SAN ANGEL PHOTO

W

hat started as a match on
Tinder, a popular dating app,
led to a walk down the aisle and
an inseparable love for Katie, a
registered nurse, and Ryan Kessler,
a service manager for H-E-B. After
meeting on the app, they went on a
date the next day to Grub Burger in
College Station. It turned out Ryan’s
family was from a town called China
Spring, and Katie’s parents were
born there. After realizing their
families knew each other, the rest
was history.

as a nod to Katie and Ryan’s love of
video games.
“We’re both nerds and we love
playing video games together,” says
Katie. “Our wedding music was all
instrumental, and the music at the
ceremony was from Skyrim: Spirited
Away. I walked down the aisle to a
song from the Legend of Zelda games.
Ryan’s cake also had a little Batman
on it.”
Katie’s favorite part of wedding
planning was picking out the
wedding dress with her mom,

“We dated for about two years,”
says Katie. “We would go to First
Friday, eat at IHOP all the time, and
hang out at each other’s apartments.
Ryan was going through the
leadership program at H-E-B and
was moved to Spring, so we did long
distance for a year. I didn’t follow
him due to my job as a nurse in
College Station. We saw each other
about twice a month.”
An ordinary visit to Spring on
July 25, 2018, turned into a surprise
engagement for Katie. Ryan had said
he had to grab some papers at work,
when in reality he was picking up the
ring before heading home to propose.
“I was totally unprepared and
was wearing shorts, a t-shirt, and
no makeup,” says Katie. “We had
just returned from a trip to Florida.
I thought we would get engaged
there, but getting engaged on a
random Wednesday at home was
perfect for us.”
The wedding was held at
Brownstone Reserve on Oct. 26,
2019, and included unique touches

sister, and grandma, as well as the
bridesmaid dresses. The hardest
part was picking out the tiny details
towards the end of the wedding
planning, Katie says.
“My mom helped plan the
wedding, and we also had an
amazing wedding coordinator,” says
Katie. “It all came together so well.”
The ceremony took place
outdoors with beautiful displays of
flowers on either side of the couple at
the altar.
“The walkway into the ceremony
was very long,” says Katie. “I walked
over a pond and stone bridge, and
there were rose petals and lanterns
on the path. My favorite color is
dusty blue so we had that in the
wedding, and I love Halloween so the
wedding took place in October.”
Along with Katie’s favorite dusty
blue, fall colors were incorporated
throughout the décor from the
bouquet to the table pieces. Each
bridesmaid wore dresses of the same
color but the tops of the dresses
differed. The reception took place
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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indoors with a dance floor that included a
DJ and a fog machine, and On the Border
catered.
From the timeless fall wedding
touches to the couple themselves, the
Kessler’s love story and wedding has
them set for years of love to come. i

Kessler Vendors:

Venue: Brownstone Reserve
Wedding Coordinator: Wonderfully Wed
Photographer: San Angel Photo
Florist: Postoak Florist
Catering: On the Border
Mexican Grill & Cantina
Bar Service: Luke’s Bartending Service
DJ: Southern Style Entertainment LLC
Cakes: It’s Cake by Kris
Hair and Makeup: Naturally Flawless
Rentals: Party Time Rentals
Wedding Dress: Brickhouse Bridal
Bridesmaid Dresses: David’s Bridal
Groomsmen Suits: Men’s Wearhouse

WEDDINGS • PARTIES • CORPORATE EVENTS

NOW OFFERING FIRST DANCE ON A CLOUD!
Aggie Owned & Operated

Disc Jockeys & Emcees
Photo Booth
Monogram Lights
Up Lights
Cafe Bulbs

| (979) 822-1999 | www.AggielandWeddings.com
@AggielandDJs
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Claire & Patrick McCuough
September 7, 2019
Story by HANNAH BRENNAN
Photos by JULES PHOTO + DESIGN

“S
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wipe right on the nerds,” or at least that’s
what Claire McCullough recommends.
She met her husband, Patrick, on Bumble, a
dating app, in January 2017. What started as
a friendship grew quickly into a relationship,
surprising Claire.
“Patrick’s profile was not good at all,” she
says. “Give people a chance. They surprise you.
They stun you.”
Patrick surprised Claire again with a
proposal on a trip to New York City during
the winter. The couple united with Patrick’s
sisters and went around the city, stopping at
every major Christmas tree. At one stop, both
of their families waited for the big moment, but
before Claire could answer they broke out into
celebration. This close family dynamic explains
the lengthy guest list for the wedding, with
more than 300 people invited.
“I have a huge family,” says Patrick. “It was
pretty quickly realized there were only two or
three places that could handle the amount of
people we were thinking about inviting.”
The couple decided on The Stella Hotel
because it was most accommodating to people
flying in from out of town. For their wedding,
the McCulloughs stuck to a traditional style
INSITE September 2020

Specializing in

Destination Weddings
No passport required

CEREMONY, RECEPTION AND ACCOMMODATIONS

all in one Unique Destination
Ant Street Inn

36
Wonderful

Chocolates for
Special Occasions

107 W. Commerce Street / Brenham, Texas 77833
www.antstreetinn.com / stay@antstreetinn.com

979.836.7393

FLAVORS

White Chocolate | Strawberry Cheesecake | Strawberry
S’More | Red Velvet | Raspberry | Pistachio
STREET I

B

R

S

Milk Chocolate | Margarita | Mango | Lemon

T

N

Passion Fruit | Mojito | Mint | Mimosa

N

AN

Piña Colada | Peppermint | Peanut Butter | Peach

EN

HAM, TE

X

A

Key Lime | Honey | Grand Marnier | Espresso
Dark Chocolate | Cupcake | Crème Brûlée
Coffee | Coconut | Cinnamon | Cherry
Champagne | Chambord | Blackberry
Banana | Apple | Amaretto

Custom Candy Bars

(979) 260-4519 shop
4407 S. Texas Ave. Bryan, Texas 77802
www.trumanchocolates.com

SELFIE STATION RENTALS

SELFIE STATION
2-HOUR PHOTO BOOTH RENTAL . . . . . . . . . $500
2• Party Props
• Photo Booth Concierge
• Instant Email & Text Sharing (when wifi present)
• Customized Photo Frame
• Unlimited 4x6 Prints
• Green Screen Available
ADDITIONAL PER HOUR CHARGE . . . . . . . . $175

Aggie Owned & Operated

| (979) 822-1999 | www.AggielandPhotoBooths.com
@AggielandDJs
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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with simple white and green flowers.
But, the parts that really made it special,
Claire says, were the personal touches.
“We got married at St. Joseph Catholic
Church,” says Claire. “I went to school
there for 12 years and that’s where
Patrick’s parents got married.”
The couple had a lot of special details
at their wedding, like their photographer,
florist, coordinator, and rehearsal dinner
caterer being close family friends. Claire
and Patrick also hung six photos at their
reception of grandparents and parents.
“They’ve all been married a long
time,” says Claire. “We wanted their
tradition to carry on at our wedding.”
Claire says those were the
personalized touches she cared about,
not bothering with the “something
borrowed, something blue” tradition or
others like it. The couple couldn’t decide
on one song for their first dance, so they
did a first and last dance instead. Their
country roots led them to choose One I
Want by Flatland Calvary and Millionaire
by Chris Stapleton. The only other time in
planning she had trouble was in her hunt
for a wedding dress.

“We wanted their tradition to
carry on at our wedding.”

McCullough Vendors:
Ceremony Venue: St. Joseph
Catholic Church
Reception Venue: The Stella Hotel
Rehearsal Dinner Venue: Downtown 202
Hair and Makeup: Naturally Flawless
Rentals and Coordination: Ashley & Co
Florist: Postoak Florist
Photo Booth: Oh Snap Photo Booth
DJ: Downtown Event Services
Transportation: Aggieland Limo
Photographer: Jules Photo & Design
Ceremony Music: Brazos Valley
String Quartet
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“We went to a few places over
Christmas break and I couldn’t find
anything I wanted so I just started
ordering things online,” says Claire. “I
was living in Midland at this time, so I
had to make a special trip to Houston.”
Claire’s parents helped her pick out
her dress, keeping in mind she wanted
something clean and sleek. Every other
detail they left to their planner, Kelly
Markwood. Claire emphasizes how easy
having a planner made her special day.
“We stuck to the timeline given to us
by Kelly really well and were on time to
everything,” says Claire.
After one year of marriage, the
McCulloughs are settled in Houston
with their goldendoodle. Claire says
quarantine has been great for them,
being able to spend lots of time together.
Looking to the future, the McCulloughs
are excited.
“We’re going to seek out every
opportunity we can while we’re young
and don’t have kids,” Claire says. i

Pink Alliance

SUPPORT GROU
MEETING

pinkalliance.org

Breast Cancer Support Group

With a

grateful heart, Pink Alliance gratefully

A safe, inviting environment that allows
acknowledges its “bridal” community partner
breast
cancer patients to share feelings and
concerns, and receive emotional support
through small group discussion.

Meetings
are financial
FREE and
open–to
for
its continued
support
as all
webreast
continue
cancer
patients
or survivors
within
theadvocate
Brazos
our mission
in serving
as the Brazos
Valley’s
Valley, regardless
of where
theysupport.
are receiving
for breast health
and cancer
or received treatment.

pinkalliance.org
No pre-registration
isadvocate
required.
PO Box 6373
… Your
for breast health and
cancer support in the Brazos Valley …
Bryan, TX 77805

For more info:

pinkalliancegroup@gmail.com
Patricia Gerling 979.224.3813
Doris Light 979.587.1342

Catering
Delivery
Event Space

We can host a party from 15-150 at our
Texas Ave. location near Downtown Bryan.
Thank you Brazos Valley for voting us “Best BBQ”
for 20 years straight! We are proud to have served
you for over 38 years and truly appreciate your
business. Our three locations are open daily.

979.822.6073
www.cjbbq.com

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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Candace & Tommy Hankins
September 15, 2018
Story by KATIE JAMES
Photos by KATHLYN DRAGNA PHOTOGRAPH
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W

hen Candace and Tommy Hankins
tied the knot on Sept. 15, 2018,
it was truly a family affair. A friend
officiated, cousins showed up in droves to
bake desserts and stuff confetti poppers,
and the whole thing was hosted at the
venue Tommy’s parents own: Ant Street
Inn in Brenham.
The couple met working at the same
company in Irving. Their friendship
turned into a relationship and quickly
moved on to an engagement. Five months
later, they were married.
Even before they were engaged,
Candace and Tommy started planning
their wedding. It was during one of these
planning sessions that Tommy decided to
propose. He made an excuse to run home
and returned to Candace’s apartment
with the ring. That ring was bought at the
same store Tommy’s dad had bought his
mom’s engagement ring — and sold by
the son of the man who sold his dad his
mom’s ring.
For the Hankins, having their wedding
in Brenham was like having a destination

wedding, since no one in the wedding but
Tommy’s parents lived there.
“All the groomsmen and bridesmaids
spent the night [at Ant Street Inn] which
was really nice,” says Candace. “We had
people coming from all over, so we didn’t
have to worry about people not making
it back to their hotel from the rehearsal
dinner or not making it to something on
time. Our bridal party loved still being
together that night after the wedding.
They went and got tacos at midnight in
their hotel robes.”
The Hankins loved using local vendors
since they knew the area well. Their
photographer was able to take them all
around downtown Brenham for their
portraits because she knew all the best
spots.
“Because we had so many friends help
us, I think more people felt included in
our big day,” says Tommy. “Because it’s
a small town, everybody knew my mom
and dad and they still ask about us. It
wasn’t just our day — it was a big day for
our people as well.”
Despite the threat of rain, Tommy
and Candace were able to have their
ceremony out in the garden before taking
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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the party inside to the ballroom for the
reception. Their musician friend provided
the music for the ceremony and learned
the Friends theme song on the piano by
ear to play as the bridal party walked
down the aisle.
“My favorite part of the day was the
end of the ceremony when they said, ‘You
may kiss the bride,’” says Candace. “The
fog of the stress of the day was lifted,
and I loved looking out and seeing all my
friends and family.”
Tommy prides himself on how much
fun everyone had at the reception, from
the food to the dancing to the personal
touches. He surprised Candace and
thrilled guests by working with the DJ to
create a special set where he serenaded
Candace with his saxophone.
“At the reception we brought out Blue
Bell, and [our guests] said it was the best
reveal,” says Tommy. “You can’t not have
Blue Bell in Brenham.”
Other personal touches that made
the night special were the seating chart
based on cities the couple had been to
together or wanted to visit and having a
family friend drive them around town in
his old-school car for their “getaway car.”
Since making all these decisions can be

overwhelming, what’s Candace’s advice to
brides?
“Once you’ve made a decision, get
off Pinterest, unfollow all the wedding
accounts, check it off the list, and move
on,” she says.
Two years in, they say they wouldn’t
change a thing.
“It was great — I’d do it again,” says
Tommy. i

Hankins Vendors:
Photographer: Kathlyn Dragna
Photography
Flowers: Moosefeathers Florist
DJ: Downtown Event Services
Caterer: Funky Art Cafe
Cake: friend of the bride
Desserts: cousin of bride
Venue: Ant Street Inn
Dresses for Bride and Bridesmaids:
Terry Costa (Dallas)
Additional Lodging: Main Street House
Rehearsal Dinner: LJ’s BBQ

Ashley & Mahew Menchaca
September 28, 2019
Story by CELESTE ESTRADA
Photos by ALL HEART PHOTOGRAPHY

A

fter going to high school together,
dancing at Hurricane Harry’s, dating
briefly in their early 20s, and then
separating for almost a decade, Ashley
and Matthew Menchaca married in
September of 2019.
Their first dance was at Hurricane
Harry’s: Matthew asked for Ashley’s hand,
and while casually dancing and talking
about their high school, they clicked. It
wasn’t until about a decade after their
brief relationship that Ashley sent a
Facebook friend request to Matthew,
wondering and thinking about what the
past years were like for him.
“It was really serendipitous because I
was thinking about her the night before,”
says Matthew. “I hadn’t talked to her in a
while, and I was wondering how she was
doing. So the next morning I wake up to
her friend request.”
The relationship dynamic that
developed between them was unique.
Matthew came into town from San
Antonio to spend time with Ashley one
Easter weekend. The determination to
find the right socks for Matthew led them
to the mall, where, in March of 2018, they
were engaged.
“We end up at the jewelry store and
they’re having a really good sale, like 10
years zero percent interest, and Matt was
like, ‘Do you want a ring?’” says Ashley.
“So we just went in there and bought an
engagement ring. But the guy did make
him get down on one knee, we have a
picture of that. Of him getting down on
one knee inside the jewelry store.”
Ashley knew she wanted a fall
wedding in their shared hometown of
Bryan College Station. Her choice was 7F
Lodge because of its elegant simplicity.
“Being in B/CS in the fall, you need to
plan everything around football season,”
says Ashley. “So the only date in the book
at the time was our wedding date because
that was the Arkansas game that was
already way planned out.”
Ashley knew simple was the approach
to take in planning her wedding. The
couple used DIY methods for signs and
other aspects of their wedding. Ashley’s
dad built the centerpieces for the
wedding, too.
Matthew and Ashley agree that the
day of the wedding was chaotic. The
couple almost forgot the polaroid camera
for the guest book and Ashley’s wedding
band was nearly too late. Her ring was a
gift from her soon-to-be-husband’s aunt
and uncle, who sent the band via FedEx.
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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“We got her wedding ring four hours
before the wedding; nobody told us,” says
Matthew. “The ring didn’t show up until
about an hour before my aunt and uncle
did.”
Ashley tried not to cry as she walked
down the aisle with her father. For
Matthew, the moment was surreal.

18
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“I hear a lot of people say that they
never saw their wife more beautiful, and
I thought that was kind of cheesy until
I saw her walking down the aisle,” says
Matthew. “And I’m not a crier at all, but I
was borderline bawling.”
The stand-out moment was Matthew’s
dad officiating the wedding. He was able to
reference his son’s prized Jeep Wrangler in
the vows. He became ordained so he could
marry them — and did so without crying.

“We were proud; that was the only
thing we asked for, that he marry us, and
the one stipulation was he couldn’t cry
during the ceremony,” says Matthew.
Their advice for couples is to make a
checklist. Relax and everything will fall
into place, says Ashley. At the same time,
expect everything to go wrong, says
Matthew.
“Luckily all my groomsmen were
already married so they kind of kept me

calm, but they also helped so
much,” says Matthew. “I don’t think
that day would’ve gone nearly as
well without them. ’Cause there
were a lot of fires ... that happened
that nobody told us about that they,
my groomsmen, took care of like
90% of them.”
The wedding didn’t happen how
Ashley expected it to, but it was
everything she wanted, she says.
The support of friends and family
made a huge difference in the
couple’s reaction to hardship and

change throughout the process.
What’s important is to have a good
time, says Matthew.
“Just have fun with it,” says
Matthew. “We stressed a lot; I
actually got laid off for the first
part of that year. That threw a
huge wrench in our plans. Just
having people around you to help,
even just the moral support was
so helpful because it got really
stressful. At some point you have
to say, it’ll be ok, things will work
out.” i

Menchaca Vendors:
Photographer: All Heart
Photography

Groom’s Cake: H-E-B

Coordinator: All Things Planned

Wedding Cake: Cakes and More
(Caldwell)

Venue: 7F Lodge

Hair and Makeup: Naturally Flawless

Florist: Postoak Florist

Linens: Party Time Rentals

Caterer: DBQ Barbecue & Catering

DJ: Cutting Edge Entertainment
(San Antonio)

Dress: Coreena’s Bridal
Suit: Men’s Wearhouse

Bartending: Laura’s Bartending
Services

G iddings
tone
S
Mansion
The

Formal elegance to Texas chic.
Small intimate events to
1,000 guests.
Beautiful interior and outdoor
settings with spacious porches.
Bride and Groom suites.
Rooms for ceremonies,
receptions, lunches, dinners,
family gatherings.

A historic, Southern-style mansion in picturesque Brenham,
halfway between Houston and Austin. Romantic B&Bs, modern
lodging and attractions – all in the lush Bluebonnet country.

GiddingsStoneMansion.com
979-836-1690
Your Wedding, Your Way.

2203 Century Circle Drive • Brenham, TX 77833
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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P

ostoak Florist offers a gorgeous
selection of bridal bouquets,
wedding ceremony flowers, centerpieces
and floral cake decorations to fit any budget.
Whether your wedding is a Spring, Summer,
Fall or Winter event, simple or elegant, we
can provide beautiful, romantic flowers to
make your day unforgettable.

PPostOSTOAK
FLORIST
Oak Village • 900-12 Harvey Rd.
College Station • (979)764-0091
www.postoakflorist.com
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PHOTO BY MICHAEL KELLETT PHOTOGRAPHY

During the floral consultation with our
Texas Master Florists, we will work to
ensure all the wedding floral arrangements
and decorations complement your personal
style. From formal to outdoor casual we will
work to ensure that all your wedding décor
will help make your day everything you have
ever dreamed possible.

Wedding &Event Venue

979.822.VENU (8368) • INNATQUARRYR IDGE.COM

Miranda & Seamus Benne
January 4, 2020

Courtesy of INN AT QUARRY RIDGE
Photos by SANDY WARD PHOTOGRAPHY

S
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eamus and Miranda’s love story began like
a Hallmark Holiday Special. They met over
Christmas break during their first semester at
Texas A&M University. Over the break, Seamus
messaged Miranda “howdy,” and that’s all it
took for them to start texting and FaceTiming
every day. Because they had so much instant
chemistry, unable to wait for school to start
again, Seamus drove two hours from his
hometown to Miranda’s to take her on a proper
date. They made it official soon after.
Seamus is known for his sense of humor,
and he constantly teased Miranda about
proposing. One of the most memorable times
he did this was when he visited Miranda during
her semester in the Disney College Program
in the fall of 2017. Miranda was convinced
that he had a ring and would be getting down
on one knee in front of the Cinderella Castle.
However, it wasn’t until over a year later he
knew he wasn’t joking about the future he
envisioned with his princess. Knowing her love
for Disney, Tangled in particular, on March 31,
2019, he decided to become her forever prince

charming. After their romantic dinner, they
returned to a candle-lit path, leading them to
Miranda’s backyard strung with lights and
filled with lanterns lit all around them. With
the instrumental version of I See the Light
playing, Seamus got down on one knee and
asked Miranda to be his wife.
The big day had the most incredible
weather, and the floral installation added a
beautiful touch to the gazebo at Inn at Quarry
Ridge in Bryan. The setup allows for an
intimate ceremony, so even though they had
about 175 guests attending, it felt just how
they wanted it. Miranda and Seamus decided
to write their own vows which was something
that was very important to them both. Most
people know Seamus for his sense of humor but
seeing him get so emotional during his vows
was special for Miranda.
“Our reception was an absolute blast,” says
Miranda. “First off, Stonehem Hall is absolutely
gorgeous and we got so many compliments
on how beautiful the decor looked. It was so
easy to make this room exceptional because

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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the foundation is already incredible. The
hall provided a natural dance floor which
allowed our guests to join in during the
many line dances we had to include to
show our out of town guests how we do it
in Texas.”
Since it was a winter wedding, they
cranked up the fire pits outside and
provided hot chocolate and s’mores for a
warm late-night treat.
“I have worked in the Brazos Valley
wedding industry for almost two years
now, and I have seen many venues
throughout that time,” says Miranda.
“The Inn at Quarry Ridge always stood
out to me for its elegance. There are so
many beautiful venues in the area, but
they all have a more rustic feel. We loved
the light and airy feel in Stonehem Hall
and were absolutely in love with the
gazebo by the lake for our ceremony.”
Once all the big planning like selecting
the venue and vendors is done, Miranda
recommends brides surround themselves
with family and friends they trust to step
up if needed on the day of.
“Discuss as many details with your
coordinator and your vendors beforehand
so you can enjoy everything the day of,”
says Miranda. “Most importantly, put

your trust in the coordinator and venue
staff, because they have done this many
times, and they are there to make sure
this is the perfect day for you. It may
seem overwhelming as you plan, but the
little things will fade away because the
most important thing that day is the man
standing next to you.” i

Bennett Vendors:
Coordinator:
Details Party Rental
Photographer:
Sandy Ward Photography
Florist: Willow Lane Florals

Relax poolside with your girls in our Alfresco Saltwater Pool,
or enjoy bubbles with your bubbly in our Hydrotherapy Room.
Take time to relieve bridal stress with a full day of our luxurious array of massage
and body treatment options including our signature scrubs and waterfall massage
underneath our Vichy shower.

Premier Day Spa And Wellness Center
White Elm Day Spa focuses on complete wellness, for both body and
mind, helping our clients achieve balance, quiet the mind, heal the body,
and renew the spirit. We have a range of services that include:
• Facial & Skin Therapies • Massage Therapies • Body Treatments
• Vichy Water Therapy • Body Wraps & Scrubs • Nail Services
• Hair Removal • Cryto T-Shock • Strawberry Laser Lipo
White Elm Day Spa features a secluded retreat ideal for couples & special occasions.
Our private spa room is perfect for special events, birthdays, and/or bridal events
or for personal use during our full spa day services.
CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFO | Monday - Saturday 10am - 7pm
15971 FM 2154, College Station, TX 77845
979.446.0308 | info@WhiteElmDaySpa.com | WhiteElmDaySpa.com
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Invitations: Etsy
Wedding Dress:
Impression Bridal
Groom/Groomsmen Attire:
Al’s Formal Wear
Bridesmaids Dresses:
David’s Bridal
Shoes: David’s Bridal
Rings:
Jared
Caterer:
DBQ Barbecue & Catering
Cake:
Half Pint Bakery
Rentals:
Details Party Rental
Selfie Booth:
Oh What Fun Selfie

wedding
the

HUB
of East Texas

Castle on the Lake
The Landmark
The Legacy • Love’s Lookout
The Chapel at Teaberry Farm
The Pines at Cherokee Farms
The Venue at Orchard Farms
Ruby Wedding Chapel
FOR MORE, VISIT

ExploreJacksonvilleTX.org
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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By KATIE JAMES

JOHN MANSFIELD, ALL HEART PHOTOGRAPHY

Olive + Cedar Designs is a new small
business in the Brazos Valley focused
on creating custom signs, addressing
invitation suites, and performing any
other calligraphy services a wedding or
event may need.
The woman behind the brand is Jenny
Blaschke, a wife, mom to four kids, and
a member of the Aggie class of ’08. She
taught herself calligraphy as a hobby and
creative outlet 12 years ago but didn’t
transition to a business focus until last
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fall when she sold wooden ornaments at
Santa’s Wonderland and The Gift Box.
“It was just a hobby for myself,” says
Blaschke. “I wasn’t wanting to sell, but
when you realize you have something
to offer, it gives you confidence. You
keep building a little at a time. I was
encouraged when I realized people
wanted to buy stuff from me. I wasn’t
perfect, but people liked it.”
In January, she officially
registered her business,
debuted a new name,
and started dedicating
serious time to her
craft. Her faith is at
the center of her
brand, inspired by
trees with biblical
ties: cedar trees
are known for
their beauty and
strength, while
olive trees are

known for
their longevity and ability
to produce fruit even in
difficult seasons. Olives
themselves are crushed and
pressed for their valuable oil.
“I wanted something with
meaning because names are
really important to me,” says
Blaschke. “My faith in Jesus is a really
big part of me, and I wanted something

strong and beautiful to remind
me of my savior.”
Olive + Cedar’s main
focus is acrylic and
wooden wedding signs,
but chances are, if you
need something with
calligraphy or hand
lettering, Blaschke
can do it.
“When
you think of
calligraphy,
think of an
added detail
that brings
life to your
event,” says
Blaschke.
“It’s so simple
but brings
elegance
to even a

basic event.
Anything on a
chalkboard or a sign,
if done well, draws
people in. It’s pleasant
to look at. It’s art with a
purpose.”
Blaschke loves working on weddings
because of how special marriage is. She
thinks little details like place cards, a

A Small
Business for
the Small
Details

RACHEL DRISKELL PHOTOGRAPHY

blog featuring tips and DIY tricks.
Right now, you can find a wedding
signage checklist and more
information about Olive + Cedar
Designs at olive-cedar.com. You can
see Blaschke’s work and progress on
Instagram at @olive_cedar_designs.
“If you don’t put in effort, you won’t
see results,” says Blaschke. “Taking the
first step is so scary, especially for a
creative, because you’re putting yourself
out there. But opinions are subjective; it’s
not one size fits all. If you’re proud of it,
go for it! Build on it.” i
menu sign, or hand-addressed envelopes
go a long way on such a big day. She even
offers on-site calligraphy services for
signs the venue may have.
“For a wedding, have a welcome
sign at minimum,” says Blaschke. “It
makes your guests excited about your
wedding. They’re easy to photograph,
and it’s not something you just chunk
after; you can use it in your house. You
can do it yourself, but when you have
a professional do it, it pops and really
stands out.”
While Blaschke loves what she does,
it doesn’t come without challenges. Her

kids — including 2-year-old twin boys —
claim most of her time, and family is her
No. 1 priority.
“As a wife and mom, it’s a challenge
working from home and finding time,”
Blaschke says. “All my kids are under
7 and we’re homeschooling them this
fall, so I just have to find little bits of the
day to devote to it. I don’t have Monday
through Friday, 8 to 5 to work. It’s an
hour and a half during the afternoon nap
or a couple hours after the kids go to
bed — that’s when I get most of my work
done. Thankfully I’m a night person.”
As she grows her business, Blaschke
hopes to give back to her audience with a

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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WONKEY DONKEY
New restaurant and entertainment venue opens in Calvert
By HANNAH BRENNAN

PD Ward, her husband CT Ward,
and daughter Amanda opened Wonkey
Donkey, a wood-fired pizza restaurant,
on Calvert’s main street in November
2019. Just 5 miles away from their
miniature donkey ranch, Wonkey Donkey
got its name from Ward’s spouse.
“My husband doesn’t call them
donkeys all of the time,” says Ward,
owner of Wonkey Donkey. “They’re
usually wonky this, crazy that, or dang
donkey — things of that nature.”
If the wacky name isn’t enough, the
restaurant has large, turquoise doors
and a 6-foot donkey standing out front.
Inside, a few of Ward’s paintings of her
donkeys hang around the restaurant, and
even the bathrooms look like a donkey
barn. The 4,000 square foot building,
built in 1890, has been completely
refurbished with Ward’s “repurposed”
decor. A real silo in the front hosts their
gift shop with handmade horseshoe art
and candles, as well as other gifts.
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“We have a lot of little things that you
can’t imagine unless you came in to see
it,” says Ward.
One table is a tailgate from a
Chevrolet truck hanging off the wall, and
the chandeliers are made out of wine
bottles. This eclectic eatery also has pool
tables, TVs, electronic darts, cornhole,
and a jukebox to keep customers
entertained. Every third Saturday of
the month, the Wonkey Donkey hosts a
karaoke night and towards the end of the
month hosts a craftsmen lineup including
woodworkers, forgers, ceramic painters,
and chainsaw artists. Each month has a
theme played out in special menu items,
decoration, and the kids crafting corner
on the second Saturday of the month.
“We try to do a lot of interesting
things to keep in a good flow of
entertainment as well as the food and the
drinks,” says Ward.
Wonkey Donkey offers a full wine bar,
collaborating with nine vineyards, and

a decent-sized beer menu. Ward and her
team also have small menu items kept
on a regular basis like jalapeno popper
hamburgers, waffle fries, barbeque
brisket paninis, pulled pork nachos,
tomato bisque soup, salads, and more.
But, the pizza is a new must for Calvert
locals.
“I’ve had a couple of them say we’ve
ruined them because they used to go to a
chain pizza company,” says Ward. “Now
they just can’t because it’s just not the
same.”
Wonkey Donkey has around 20 to 30
regulars, some of whom, even through
quarantine, have ordered from the
Wonkey Donkey every week. As a new
business in a small town, the Wonkey
Donkey was heavily affected by the
pandemic, doing about 65% less business
than before COVID-19. Opening to 50%
capacity was helpful for this large
restaurant that’s able to accommodate
a lot more people than smaller venues.
The spacious setting has also hosted big
events such as dinner parties, Christmas
parties, and live concerts.
“It has the capability to do higher-end
events with linens and then it has the
capability to be a honky tonk,” says Ward.
“I want to call it ‘ranch elegance.’”
For bigger events, Ward has help from
friends and family from Arkansas and
Galveston. Even members of the local
sheriff’s department sometimes tend the
bar or help in the kitchen. One of Ward’s
goals for the Wonkey Donkey is for it to
become more of an event center for the
small town of Calvert.
“I want to know I’m doing enough
entertaining things to keep a small local
town excited,” says Ward. “You know we
need something to do.”
Kids are always welcome at the
Wonkey Donkey, but usually past 10
p.m. the restaurant has more of an adult
environment. Ward emphasizes children
are welcome anytime and the restaurant
is prepared to entertain them too.
“I’d love for everyone, safely, to see
it first hand,” says Ward. “I’m hopeful
for the future because I believe in the
Wonkey Donkey. It has a lot to offer.” i

WA I T I N G T O B E
D I S C OV E R E D
Greens Prairie Reserve was developed to provide acres
of unique amenities with a natural touch. Whether you
want to explore the wonderland right outside your
door or gather with neighbors for a block party, Greens
Prairie Reserve is a place to live, play, and thrive.

Homesites Now Available

MILES OF
NATURE TRAILS

MOVE-IN
READY HOMES

HIGH SPEED
FIBER INTERNET

info@greensprairiereserve.com
(979) 243-2000
greensprairiereserve.com

Our Company
Your Local BCS Resource For Handmade, Quality Furnishings Since 1998

Furniture Source International
28,000 square foot retail store
provides a one-of-a-kind shopping
experience for the whole home.

Your BCS Furniture and Outdoor Living Shopping Destination!

We look
forward to
welcoming
you back!

Furniture with a Passion
Our Mission
•
•
•
•

Bring quality and interest back to the furniture market
Offer sustainable, eco-friendly furniture options
Create pieces that are handmade of solid materials
Lend character to the home with benchmade furniture in lieu of mass produced product

Open To The Public With Unbeatable Wholesale Prices
Hours: Mon - Sat: 10 am - 6 pm

Locally owned and operated, Furniture Source International is a unique retail experience for the whole home. As
furniture manufacturers for nationwide retailers, we design benchmade furniture and accent pieces of solid and
reclaimed hardwoods and hand forged iron. Offering hand upholstered Italian leather seating and hand-finished
collections in living, dining and bedroom, we offer the greatest variety of heirloom quality furnishings in the
Brazos Valley.

Please visit our website: furnituresourceintl.com

979-690-2917 | 14761 FM 2154 (Wellborn Rd.) | College Station

TIDY HOME,
HAPPY HOME
Maximizing Home Spaces
By CELESTE ESTRADA

Your Local BCS Resource For Handmade,
Quality Furnishings Since 1998

We look
forward to
welcoming
you back!

Furniture with a Passion

T

hose who have been home
this summer may have
noticed the lack of order
within their homes. As the
fall season approaches with
an unprecedented school
year, it’s time to cultivate
calm orderliness. Whether by
doing it yourself or with the
aid of a professional, small
and large home spaces alike
can reach their potential.
Multifunctionality and
simplicity go a long way when
it comes to home organizing
and maximizing. With the
right knowledge, any home
can feel large, open, and
unique.
The first thing to consider
when organizing and
maximizing small spaces is
what the space will be used
for, says Marci Kuver, designer
and owner of The Stage Home
Staging and Design. Keep
functionality and personal
style in mind when visualizing
possibilities.
“Any time that you are
trying to maximize space, it
means you need to have some
organization and there are
some great decorative ways
to organize that can be out in

the open for the eye to see and
they still look neat and they
still look purposeful,” says
Kuver.
It’s common for the
bedrooms of homes to be the
most cluttered and out-ofbalance, says Kara Gidley,
designer and owner of House
of Five Design. Many people
use their bedrooms as a catchall space, especially when
there are guests.
“It’s easy to shut off and
close the door, and I think a
lot of times people forget that
you want your bedroom to be
somewhere that’s relaxing and
an escape,” says Gidley. “You
don’t want it to be filled with
clutter and you’re trying to
find stuff all the time.”
Online resources like
Pinterest are helpful
for gathering ideas and
discovering possibilities. An
e-design consultation with
a design professional can
provide a map for the ideal
end goal and how to get there
from the comfort of your
home, says Gidley.
Apart from online tools and
hourly rates that professional
organizers work by, start by

Furniture Source International Retail store provides
a one-of-a-kind shopping experience for the whole
home located in College Station, Texas. Operating since
1998, we’ve expanded into a 28,000 square foot retail
showroom that offers the unique handmade solid wood
and hand forged iron furniture that we manufacture
and wholesale nationwide. You will also find Italian
leather upholstery, custom fabric upholstery, as well as
unique home accessories and gifts. In addition to an everevolving showroom floor, Patio Source, our new outdoor
living showroom, features everything you need to create
a comfortable outdoor living space. Visit our Clearance
Center for unique finds and incredible mark downs. From
start to finish, our approachable, knowledgeable sales team
can help you create a custom look, or a custom piece of
furniture.

Come Shop With Us!
Hours : Mon – Sat: 10 am – 6 pm
Please visit our website: furnituresourceintl.com
979-690-2917 | 14761 FM 2154 | (Wellborn) | College Station

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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pre-organizing, says Kuver. By assessing
the pre-organized space, one can truly
begin to visualize and determine how
much storage will be necessary. After
pre-organizing, it’s time to purchase, she
says.
A key component to organizing and
maximizing small spaces is to keep it in
scale with the room, says Kuver. Based
on the dimensions of a room, people
can determine which furniture would
match the scale of the room best. Sales
representatives at furniture stores are
equipped to find what you’re looking
for when you know dimensions, she
says. The goal is for furniture to be
proportional to the room in question.
Just as important is the color,
openness, and lighting of a room. Go
vertical with storage and decor, say
both Kuver and Gidley. Utilizing the full
height of the wall is going to make the
space feel larger. Light or neutral-colored
walls and ceilings paired with mirrors
reflecting light sources will make a space
feel larger, they agree. Achieve a feeling
of grandness with windows by placing
a curtain rod just below the ceiling,
measuring the curtain to barely touch
the floor, says Kuver.
“Allowing as much natural light
to come in is really important, so if
you’ve got a window or two, allow those
windows to really provide you with the
illusion of more space,” says Kuver.
For those who have limited mobility,
adding decor, storage, and shelving
should still be done vertically, says
Kuver. However, it would be beneficial to
customize their space to tailor to their
needs and preferences.
“Anything higher than where you can
stand and lift your arms comfortably,
make that decorative, says Kuver.
“And keep your storage and your
organizational pieces at your eye to lower
level, just to make it easier on you as a
person to bring down and put back up.”
Bryan College Station has a lot of
home good stores to explore when
organizing and maximizing home spaces,
such as Home Goods, At Home, Target,
and Walmart, says Kuver. Memberships
and couponing for these stores can go a
long way for those on a budget, she says.
Streamline purchases and be willing to
shop around for home goods, such as
baskets.
“If that’s pricey and you need to save
elsewhere, you can try to shop more
smartly on your decorative items at a
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better time,” says Kuver. “Spend your
money on what you absolutely need, but
then what you want but don’t need, leave
that to the end.”
Revamping and changing up the
tone of a living space is a journey of
expression. The result of understanding
space, contemplating style and
personality, and working towards a
vision is the fresh sense of order unique
to the homeowner. i

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

Christopher Cashion, DDS

Digital Technology • Same Day Porcelain Crowns • Dental Implants
Laser Dentistry • Clear Braces • ZOOM Same Day Teeth Whitening
“Dental Fillings WITHOUT Anesthesia”

Serving Your
Entire Family!

979-693-6723

www.CashionDental.com

New Patients Welcome!

NO DENTAL INSURANCE?

NO PROBLEM!

Ask about our In-House
Membership Program

Learn how to save and
get the best dental care

• Hygiene visits and fluoride
• All exams and x-rays
• 20% off all dental procedures

• No annual maximum
• No deductible
• Immediate eligibility

4 0 5 6 H W Y. 6 S O U T H
COLLEGE STATION

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com

33

WHAT’S UP WITH WALLPAPER?

Wallpaper has made a major comeback in homes in unique ways
By HANNAH BRENNAN

HOUSEHOLD
HAZARDOUS

WASTE

“The wonderful thing about wall
coverings is you can transform a room in
a day,” says Holley.
One exciting new wall covering looks
like shiplap, which allows people to
achieve the style without having to tear
out their walls and electrical wiring.
This type of wall covering is a much
cheaper alternative to actually installing
shiplap. However, over the years the cost

of wallpaper has significantly increased.
Wall coverings are priced by the single
roll but usually sold in double rolls
because of ceiling height.
Holley warns to use a professional
wall covering installer because
preparation of walls is key to hanging a
wall covering well. If there is preparation
needed, the installer can quote the
additional cost it will require.
“This day [and] age people can
literally go onto YouTube and learn just
about anything,” Holley says. “But, if you
really want it done well, definitely people
should consider calling a professional.”
Wall coverings are becoming
more intricate and elaborate, with
embellishments or materials like
cloth, which makes it much harder
to do it yourself. They are also being
incorporated into homes in new ways,
like behind bookcases for an intense look.
“Wallpapers are back in big bold
letters,” says Holley. i

AEROSOL CANS • AUTOMOBILE FLUIDS
TAPED BATTERIES • COMPUTERS • COOKING OIL
COMPACT/FLUORESCENT LIGHT BULBS
HOUSEHOLD CLEANING AGENTS
MEDICATIONS • OIL & FILTERS
PAINTS/THINNERS • CHEMICALS • TVS
NO HOUSEHOLD GARBAGE

SATURDAY

Like most fads from the 80s,
wallpaper has made a major comeback.
Although it’s not used in every room of
the house anymore, people are utilizing
wallpaper to add a touch of detail
and texture to their homes. Borders
on wallpaper have become dated and
unpopular, similar to the term wallpaper
itself.
“Here’s the new deal,” says Barbara
Holley, owner of Holley’s Windows
Fashion & Interiors. “It’s no longer
wallpaper; it’s termed wall coverings.”
Wall coverings are a bit different than
the wallpaper of the past. Wall coverings
are much finer now, and there’s a much
wider array of materials used, compared
to 40 years ago. Some newer wallpapers
have reflective, metallic properties which
makes small rooms feel bigger. Grass
cloth wallpaper is especially popular
because of its texture, and since it is
vinylized, the wall covering can handle
moisture from bathrooms or kitchens.

OCTOBER 24th 7AM-2PM

TAMU UNIVERSITY SERVICES BUILDING
www.twinoakshhw.com

Accepting New/Used
Books & Donations
for Books & a Blanket
www.booksandablanket.com
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Enter HWY 30/Harvey Rd.
If traveling East from Hwy 6, take the first LEFT AFTER Veteran’s Park.
*NO ENTRY ALLOWED FROM UNIVERSITY DR. EAST/HWY 60 *NO TIRES

HHW is FREE and OPEN to the residents of the Brazos Valley.
NO Commercial Business Generated Waste.

SUNROOMS
WeatherMaster ©

PORCH ENCLOSURE
WeatherMaster©
Porch Enclosure

Discover Fine Porch Living!

Sunroom

O.P.D. (Open Porch Disorder), is a hard
truth for many home owners.
Thankfully though, Sunspace of Texas is
dedicated to creating spaces you can
enjoy as additional living space for
entertaining friends and family
throughout the year. By providing
outstanding customer service and
quality workmanship we can offer your
home or business style, elegance, and
functionality. We are committed to
enclosing Texas one porch at a time!

Contact us for a free quote!

info@sunspacetexas.com

sunspacetexas.com
Sunroom

WeatherMaster©
Porch Enclosure

Sunroom

PHONE: 888-271-5810
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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FALL ARTS PLANNER
Live Performances Across the Brazos Valley
Compiled by LAUREN DEVENZIO

BARNHILL CENTER
AT HISTORIC SIMON
THEATER IN BRENHAM
(979) 337-7240
thebarnhillcenter.com
The Music of John Denver
by Jim Curry
Nov. 27
The Gary Morris Christmas Show
Dec. 12

BRAZOS VALLEY
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
(979) 696-6100
bvso.org
BVSO Golf Tournament
Pebble Creek Country Club
Oct. 12
8:30 a.m.
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PINEY WOODS FINE
ARTS ASSOCIATION

FRIENDS OF
CHAMBER MUSIC

(936) 544-4276
pwfaa.org

fcmtx.org

BVSO Holiday Pops Concert
Christ United Methodist Church
Dec. 13
5 p.m.

Oktoberfest with Brave Combo
Oct. 17
7 p.m.

A&M United Methodist Church
The Ariel String Quartet
Oct. 5
7 p.m.

STAGECENTER
COMMUNITY THEATRE

Roger Creager
Nov. 20
7:30 p.m.

New York Polyphony
Dec. 4
7 p.m.

Christmas with Rockapella
Dec. 3
7:30 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
Juho Pohjonen, Piano
Nov. 14
7 p.m.

Premiere Market for the Holidays
Brazos County EXPO
Dec. 4 and 5
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

(979) 823-4297
stagecenter.net
The Female Version of The Odd
Couple
Sept. 24 through Oct.10
7:30 p.m.
Sweet Surrender
Auditions Sept. 28 and 29
at the theater
Show runs Nov. 5 through 21
7:30 p.m.

All events are tentative and subject to change or
cancellation due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

CHAD HOVDE

ESTELLE HANSON

APRIL RIEGER

LYNN ROELKE

RACHEL CARRABBA

Broker Owner &
Team Leader
979-450-4347
Chad@2020bcs.com

Operations Manager &
Assistant to Chad Hovde
832-233-2249
Estelle@2020bcs.com

Associate Realtor
979-200-9990
April@2020bcs.com

Associate Realtor
979-224-0064
Lynn@2020bcs.com

Associate Realtor
979-324-3661
Rachel@2020bcs.com

CHELSIE BREAUX

CORI SNYDER

JASON TILBY

KAYLA ROBISON

Team Leader &
Associate Realtor
979-255-8637
Chelsie@2020bcs.com

Associate Realtor
979-587-8444
Cori@2020bcs.com

Associate Realtor
979-224-0405
Jason@2020bcs.com

Associate Realtor
979-587-8386
Kayla@2020bcs.com

JILL JONES
Broker Associate
979-255-1108
Jill@2020bcs.com

KATIE COMPIAN
Associate Realtor
979-220-5288
Katie@2020bcs.com

LISA JONES

Broker Associate
979-255-7010
Lisa@2020bcs.com

TRISH HAVEL
Associate Realtor
979-820-1122
Trish@2020bcs.com

ASHLEY RICE

Office Manager
979-383-2020
Ashley@2020bcs.com

Your Vision Is Our Focus
102 S. Main Street • Bryan, Texas 77803
979-383-2020
2020BCS.COM

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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EXEMPLARY LEADERS
Meet the 2020 Women of Distinction
Courtesy of THE GIRL SCOUTS OF CENTRAL TEXAS

For more than two decades, Girl
Scouts of Central Texas has celebrated
leaders who demonstrate civic outreach
and volunteerism, both professionally
and personally, in the Bryan College
Station community. These leaders
serve as examples to the Girl Scouts by
modeling the positive changes that girls
can make in the world.
Girl Scouts aims to provide girls a
safe place to discover their interests and
follow their passions to make the world
a better place. Providing role models like
the Women of Distinction is a crucial
element of the program. When a girl can
see the achievements of other women,
she learns that she, too, can make an
impact.
Women of Distinction is Girl
Scouts signature fundraising event,
which honors local women leaders
whose ethical leadership, professional
accomplishments, and community
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contributions inspire us all to make
the world a better place. This year’s
seven Women of Distinction honorees
exemplify courage, creativity, and
tenacity, making them key role models to
show young women what it means to be
an empathetic and involved leader.
As an organization dedicated to
empowering the youngest leaders in the
community, Girl Scouts knows there’s no
‘right age’ to begin making a difference.
One Rising Star award is presented to a
Women of Distinction under 40 years of
age, who has demonstrated leadership,
initiative, and dedication and has made
significant contributions in business and
in her community.

Additionally, the Workplace of
Distinction award honors businesses
who support girls and women in the
community, and who encourage and
foster women leadership roles within
their workplaces.
The proceeds from this event
support the Girl Scout leadership
program, ensuring all girls in the
local communities have the support,
experiences, and opportunities they need
to realize their potential. Girl Scouts has
resources and expertise to engage girls
in an exciting, no-limits program where
every girl can be inspired, try new things,
seek challenges, build a community, and
motivate others. Every girl everywhere
deserves this opportunity.
Based on the latest guidance related
to the spread of COVID-19, Girl Scouts
of Central Texas has altered the format
of the 2020 Women of Distinction from
a live event to an online celebration.

Friends, family, and community members of the Women of
Distinction honorees are invited to attend the online event
Sept. 17. For more information, visit Girl Scouts of Central Texas
website, gsctx.org/wod.

2020

Honorees
Banks, PHD
Dr. M. Katherine Banks is vice
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chancellor of Engineering and National
Laboratories for the Texas A&M System,
dean of engineering at Texas A&M
University, and director of the Engineering
Experiment Station. She is a University
Distinguished Professor, heads one of the
country’s largest engineering schools and
is recognized as a compelling advocate for
diversity and inclusion and to engaging
women in STEM education. Her advice to
young women is to “keep a laser focus on your goals and don’t be
distracted by small set-backs.”

MILDRED

Davis

Mildred Davis is a Bryan native and a
graduate of Paul Quinn College in Waco
and Prairie View A&M University. She
holds a mid-management certification
from Texas A&M and focuses her work on
human resources and education. Mildred’s
community involvement includes the
Salvation Army’s Women’s Auxiliary,
Brazos Valley African American Museum,
Brazos County Retired School Personnel,
and the Bryan College Station Newcomers
Club. She is known as a “creative change agent.” Mildred advises
young women to dream big.

ELEANOR M.

Green, DVM

Dr. Eleanor M. Green graduated from
the University of Florida and Auburn
University. Eleanor served as the dean
of Veterinary Medicine in the College of
Veterinary Medicine at Texas A&M. She
established the school’s One Health and
Equine Initiatives. Eleanor served as
president of the Rotary Club in Gainesville,
Florida, and volunteers with numerous
youth groups. Professional awards include
a Distinguished Achievement Award for Administration at Texas
A&M. Eleanor’s advice to young women is to “have integrity, be
yourself, and make a difference in the world.”

DON’T MISS

Showcasing Your Business
in INSITE’S October Issue!
EDITORIAL FOCUS:
Brazos Valley Art Scene, 50 Plus & Fabulous,
Money Matters, Medical Focus

SPACE RESERVATION Deadline: 9/3/2020
Distribution: 10/1/2020

We want to be your first choice for Advertising & Printing,
as we offer a Complete Marketing Solution!

123 E. Wm. J. Bryan Pkwy., Bryan, Texas 77803
979.823.5567 office | 979.777.3214 cell
dave@insitebrazosvalley.com | www.InsiteBrazosValley.com

DAVE MARSH

MARKETING CONSULTANT

Contact Dave Marsh for pricing
and space reservation.

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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Hathaway,

JENNIFER
D.D.S., F.A.G.D.

Dr. Jennifer Hathaway graduated from
Sam Houston State University, followed
by Baylor College of Dentistry. In addition
to her dentistry practice, she is on staff at
CHI St. Joseph Hospital and Rehabilitation
Center. Jennifer is a selfless volunteer and
founding member of the Aggieland Rotary
Club. She is a graduate of Leadership
Brazos and has been inducted into the
Bryan ISD Hall of Honor. Jennifer is past
president of the Brazos Figure Skating Club and a lifetime
member of First United Methodist Church. Asked for her advice
to young women, Jennifer quotes Mrs. Frizzle from The Magic
School Bus, “Take chances, make mistakes, get messy!”

SALLYE R.

Henderson

Sallye Henderson grew up in College
Station and joined Texas A&M as
the director of Advising for General
Academic Programs. Sallye was honored
as Fish Camp namesake and received
an Association of Former Students’
Distinguished Achievement Award. Sallye
is active at A&M Church of Christ, the local
chapter of Delta Delta Delta sorority, and
the Military Officers’ Wives Club. Sallye
served as the 125th President of The
Woman’s Club. Sallye encourages young
women to be responsible citizens and tomorrow’s leaders.

DEBBIE

Holladay

Debbie Holladay is a local tax
professional who is active in the American
Business Women’s Association. She is a
graduate of Leadership Brazos, Leadership
Texas, and Leadership America. She has
volunteered with Girl Scouts of Central
Texas and Bryan Rotary Club. Debbie
has been recognized a Top Ten Business
Woman of ABWA and as both the Chamber
of Commerce’s Volunteer and Ambassador
of the Year. Incredible tragedy struck
Debbie in 2013 when two of her sons were killed in a traffic
accident. Keeping their memories alive empowers Debbie daily.
She says this taught her to be grateful for little things and for
the people in your life.
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GLENDA

Schneider

Glenda Schneider is a graduate of both
Texas A&M and Our Lady of the Lake
University. She and her husband Dean are
devoted Aggies and in 2017 they were
named Aggie Parents of the Year. Since
retiring from College Station ISD, Glenda
has devoted much of her time to the
Lion’s Club. She serves as the Health and
Wellness Committee Chair as a certified
medical technologist and coordinates
the Lion’s Kid Sight program, which
identifies childhood sight problems. Glenda is a board member
for the National Alliance on Mental Illness and volunteers at
Peace Lutheran Church. Glenda advises young women to never
underestimate what they can do.

MARYCRUZ DELEON

Rising Star

Morales

Marycruz Morales is a native of
Bryan and a graduate of Sam Houston
State University where she earned a
Bachelor of Business Administration.
Recently, she completed the certificate
in nonprofit management at The Bush
School of Government and Public Service.
Marycruz’s professional background is
in banking. As a young girl, Marycruz
made a remarkable recovery from a car
accident shortly following brain surgery
that required her to relearn how to do daily tasks. She is a
dedicated volunteer with work in numerous local nonprofits.
Marycruz believes in the self-empowerment of all girls and
reminds them to always give back.

AGGIELAND OUTFITTERS

Workplace of Distinction

Aggieland Outfitters is best described as a “homegrown”
business deeply rooted in the College Station community. As a
Workplace of Distinction, it is a shining example of encouraging
women in leadership. The company’s culture empowers women
to be independent decision makers and to use their strength
and good judgment. Aggieland Outfitters utilizes its time,
talent, and treasure in support of many activities, particularly
the Federation of Texas A&M University Mothers’ Clubs. Most
importantly, the company shares its core values of courage,
confidence, character, leadership, entrepreneurship, and active
citizenship with Girl Scouts and women of all ages.

Exceptional
Senior Living means
we’re here for you...
Experience an established culture of ladies
and gentlemen serving ladies and gentlemen.

Experience a staff dedicated to extraordinary
levels of hospitality, service and care.

Experience a reassuring sense of safety
and peace-of-mind.

Experience a genuine community of neighbors
and friends.

Experience Parc at Traditions!

Questions? Allow us to be your resource during this uncertain time. Contact Us TODAY!

Independent Living
Assisted Living | Memory Care

Parc at Traditions

3095 Club Drive, Bryan, Texas 77807

979.213.4200
www.parcattraditions.com
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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SAVE THE DATE!
2020 Brazos Valley Business Summit
Courtesy of THE BRAZOS VALLEY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

R

egistration is open through Sept.18
for the 2020 Brazos Valley Business
Summit, which can be attended either
in-person at the Texas A&M Hotel and
Conference Center or virtually.
This one-day event on Friday, Sept. 25,
is hosted by the Brazos Valley Economic
Development Corporation and features
dynamic presentations with updates on
economic developments and projections
that directly affect our region, state,
and beyond. The summit will provide
attendees with tools and inspiration to
propel their organizations and careers
to the next level. It is for the professional
and business community to experience
high-quality business-to-business
networking, professional development,
and up-to-date relevant data.

Sept. 25, 2020
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Affordable Senior Living

NOW LEASING

A Place To Call Home
We are waiting to welcome you home!
Now Leasing! The Huntington at College
Station offers premium apartment living
for active adults aged 62+, at an affordable
price. Designed for an independent lifestyle,
spacious and comfortable one and twobedroom apartments are conveniently
located near top medical facilities and
offer a wide variety of dining, shopping,
and recreation options.
•
•
•
•

Community Activities & Features
Fully Equipped with Comfortable Interiors
Convenient Neighborhood Setting
Pet-Friendly Community

Schedule a tour of your new home today!

Your Life, Better Living
800 Durham Loop, College Station, TX | (979) 571-9224 |click
huntingtonatcs.com
www.insitebrazosvalley.com 43

You can learn more about the Business
Summit and register to attend at
bvbusinesssummit.com.
This year’s program has an incredible
lineup of speakers, including keynote
presentations by Ray Perryman, president/
CEO of The Perryman Group, and Flip Flippen,
founder/chair of Flippen Group.
Dr. Perryman is regarded as one of the
leading economists in the state and the
nation and will provide his latest assessment
of the Texas economy that also delves into
key trends underlying future performance.
Flippen will impart executive and personal
leadership lessons he shares with premier
international audiences and in best-selling
books. Each summit registrant will receive
a copy of Flippen’s newest book, Your Third
Story.
In addition to the keynotes, Texas
Secretary of State Ruth Hughs will share
insights on the current business climate
throughout the state, how it impacts the work
we do in the Brazos Valley, and how Texas
is positioning itself for even more success
in the future. Texas A&M University Mays
Business School professor Tony Okoromadu
will explore the circumstances of the Brazos
Valley and the role the community plays
in a global context. Drs. Dennis Jansen and
Andrew Rettenmaier from the Texas A&M
Private Enterprise Research Center will
present a review of the past year of their
monthly report, Economic Indicators of the
College Station-Bryan MSA, and provide a
comprehensive picture of the Brazos Valley’s
current economic landscape.
“The Business Summit is one of the most
engaging events to take place in the Brazos
Valley,” says Matt Prochaska, president and
CEO of the BVEDC. “We’ve gathered the
local and internationally renowned experts
in one place to present the most relevant
information impacting business professionals
today and to get energized about all of the
great things happening in the Brazos Valley.
All of the sessions are sure to educate and
empower our audience as they look at the
future — and particularly, the resiliency —
of our community.”
The BVEDC, a public-private economic
development corporation serving Brazos
County, is dedicated to launching, growing,
and locating businesses in the area.
Due to social distancing requirements,
in-person registration is limited. The BVEDC
is monitoring national, state, and local health
updates closely and may adjust the event and
registration types as necessary to maintain
public safety guidelines. Registrants can
adjust their registration type at any time. i
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Products & Services • Since 1946

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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BOONVILLE DAYS
A Texas Heritage Festival
By LAUREN DEVENZIO

Saturday, O ctober 3, 2020
B

oonville
Days, a fun and
family-friendly event hosted annually
by the Brazos Valley Museum of Natural
History, will look different this year due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, but it will still
take place. On Saturday, Oct. 3, from 9
a.m. through noon at the Brazos Center,
the community will be able to experience
Boonville Days in a free, drive-thru
format. This year the event is dedicated
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to all the frontline heroes serving the
community during this global pandemic.
“Our drive-thru event will snake
through the parking lot,” says Deborah
Cowman, executive director of the Brazos
Valley Museum of Natural History. “There
will be demonstrations along the way,
and people can pick up a free activity
pack to take home and do with the
family.”

Some of the demonstrations and
entertainment include Pat Gavin and the
Buckaroo Band, a full-size replica 19th
century stagecoach from the Buggy Barn
Museum, and reenactors dressed in the
traditional clothes of the time period.
“Raffle tickets for a $50 U.S. mint gold
Buffalo coin worth about $2,500 will be
presold, and participants do not need to
be present to win,” says Cowman. “There

FRIENDS of
CHAMBER
MUSIC

world-class musicians

Welcome to
the 2020-2021
25th Concert Season

Ariel String Quartet
LIVE PERFORMANCE
Monday, October 5 at 7:00 PM
A & M United Methodist Church
417 University Drive, College Station
The Piano Place provides a full range of services from piano
tuning, moving, and repairs throughout the Brazos Valley and
surrounding areas.
We are happy to provide rental pianos
for your special events, including
weddings, anniversaries, and award
ceremonies.

Samantha Evans,
Piano Technician

Contact the Piano Place for all your
piano service needs and…hear the difference!

Friends of Chamber
Music brings music from
diverse periods and
cultures performed by
world-class musicians,
to the Brazos Valley. All
Concerts are offered
with no admission fee.
Face masks and social distance seating will be required at this concert.
For more information: www.fcmtx.org • info@fcmtx.org

pianoplacetexas.com • (979) 695-1475

“A place
for healing.”

CRISIS
INTERVENTION
reachingout@sarcbv.org
979-731-1000

COUNSELING
SERVICES

www.sarcbv.org

EDUCATION
& OUTREACH
P.O. Box 3082
Bryan, TX 77805
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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will also be a few other cash prizes.
Tickets may also be purchased that
day, and winners will be notified later
that afternoon. All proceeds benefit the
museum.”
No food will be served at this year’s
Boonville Days due to COVID-19 to keep
the event as efficient as possible.
“Not serving food allows us to keep
the line flowing. People can just pick up
their activity pack without having to get
out of their cars,” says Cowman.
However, Cowman says that people
can still walk around and explore the
nearby Boonville Heritage Park.
“The park is always open. It is an
important part of Boonville Days,”
Cowman says. “There will be museum
staff at the park, and people are welcome
to enjoy the day there.”
The Buffalo Stampede Half-Marathon
and 5K, which typically occurs as a part
of Boonville Days, will be in an online
format this year. Participants will be able
to track the race on their own time.
Registration information is available
online on the Brazos Valley Museum of
Natural History website and the B/CS
Buffalo Stampede Facebook site.

Readers’ Choice Winner:
2006 • 2016 • 2017 • 2018

Voted Best
Day Care Center

BRIGHT BEGINNINGS
PRE-SCHOOL
• Open since 2002
Ages 18M - 5 Years Old
• Open 7-6 Monday - Friday
Year Round
• Meals & snacks are
included in the cost
of tuition
• Live streaming in class
video that parents can
access online
Providing the highest quality of
educational & developmental
services for your child in a safe
and caring environment.

Now
Enrolling!

2525 E. Villa Maria Rd. • Bryan
979.774.7750

www.mybrightbeginner.com
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Cowman says an informal poll was
taken to move forward with Boonville
Days, and people were excited about the
idea.
“So much has been canceled and taken
away, so we wanted to be sure we could
put on a safe, fun, and family-oriented
event,” says Cowman. “Normally we
would have a crowd of 5,000 or more
people, but we are not expecting those
kinds of numbers this year.”
To learn more about Boonville
Days or to register for the Buffalo
Stampede Half-Marathon and 5K, visit
brazosvalleymuseum.org. i

TOUR +
EXPLORE

Discover the art, history and culture of Texas!
We have stops of all kinds and we’ve organized
them into simple day trips for you below.
Safe travels, and happy exploring!

Art Tour

History Tour

Brazos Valley has dozens of art
museums and exhibition halls. On this
path you will get to see works from the
minds of some artistic geniuses.

On this path, we have everything from
memorials to natural history museums
and, of course, a stop at the great
George Bush Library.

Culture Tour

Other Stops

Brazos Valley is a beautiful area full of
people from many cultures. On this
path you will get to check out the places
that celebrate these different cultures.

There are a dozen more spots that
don't quite fit into our other categories.
On this path, you will get to see
everything from zoos to wineries.

Visit ACBV.org for more information, or call 979-696-2787
click www.insitebrazosvalley.com
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BRAZOS READS
September 2020

Letters from the Heart
…and Other Places

y
Premier Holida
e
S hopping Guid

by Thomas Giles
By KATIE JAMES

HURRY!

TO RESERVE YOUR
PLACEMENT IN THE
PREMIER HOLIDAY
SHOPPING GUIDE

DON’T MISS

Showcasing Your Business
in INSITE’S November/
December Issue!

This special double issue includes the Premier
Holiday Shopping Guide. When you purchase a
display ad you will receive a catalog listing FREE.
This issue also features The Heart of the Home –
decorating, home improvements, holiday lighting
and more!

SPACE RESERVATION Deadline: 10/18/2020
Distribution: 11/12/2020

We want to be your first choice for Advertising & Printing,
as we offer a Complete Marketing Solution!

123 E. Wm. J. Bryan Pkwy., Bryan, Texas 77803
979.823.5567 office | 979.777.3214 cell
dave@insitebrazosvalley.com | www.InsiteBrazosValley.com

DAVE MARSH

MARKETING CONSULTANT
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Contact Dave Marsh for pricing
and space reservation.

Tom Guiles has
learned a thing or
two about love and
life in his time on
this earth, and
he shares those
things — from the
heartfelt to the
colorful — with
readers in Letters
from the Heart …
and Other Places.
Giles draws
on inspiration
from his life
as a husband,
father,
grandfather,
and engineer
working in
Houston.
He is also
a proud
member of
the Fightin’
Texas
Aggie
Class of
’58 and
pays homage
to Texas A&M University, his
time spent on campus, and his
classmates, sharing how they
shaped his life.
Featuring real letters
sent to employees, snapshots
from his life and the lives
of those he loves, and his
musings sprinkled between,
Letters from the Heart leaves
readers feeling as if they
know Giles. In the essay We
Called Her “Mama,” the doting
grandmother that influenced
his life so much jumps off
the page, and you can almost
picture yourself singing

along
at her memorial
service.
Guiles weaves humor and
sincerity with ease, reflecting
on the joy of giving during
Christmastime as well as the
time his coworker ended up
with a bull in his swimming
pool. Each essay reveals
another aspect of his life that
he holds dear, usually with a
joke or two.
Letters from the Heart
is just that: Guiles writing
straight from his heart to
yours. i

MAKE YOUR
MOVE
to
COLLEGE STATION’S
#
1 COMMUNIT Y

What makes Mission Ranch so special? It’s developed by Aggies just for Aggieland!
Created by Caldwell Communities, Mission Ranch features an array of gorgeous
move-in ready homes. Or, design your dream home with one of our amazing builders.
Historically low interest rates mean there’s never been a better time to buy, so come
home to Mission Ranch today.

Contact the Welcome Center to schedule a private appointment
or virtual tour.

missionranchtx.com
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1828 Feather Run, College Station, TX 77845 7 979.318.3900 7 New homes click
fromwww.insitebrazosvalley.com
the $350s

Sign Up for the Wednesday Wake Up to the Weekend
Possibilities e-newsletter for events, live music & more!

It’s FREE! InsiteBrazosValley.com

— save the date —

2021 Spring bridal Show

bryan & college station
CAKES & DESSERTS

Ciana’s Cakes at The Chocolate Gallery
www.bcschocolategallery.com
979.779.2804
Fabulous Fare
www.fabulousfare.com
979.324.4256
Nothing Bundt Cakes
www.nothingbundtcakes.com
979.693.1222
Pie In The Sky Pie Co
www.pieintheskypieco.com/collegestation
979-977-4230 or 979-977-3795
Smallcakes Cupcakery and Creamery
www.smallcakescupcakery.com
979.260.0260
Top That! Cake Designs
www.topthatcakedesigns.com
979.587.9332

CATERING & BEVERAGES
Buppy’s Catering
www.buppys.com
979.779.6417
Cocktails 4 U
www.cocktails4u.net
979.436.5879
D’Vine Cuisine LLC
www.dvinecuisine.com
979.704.6024
Epicures Catering
www.epicuresexperience.com
979.695.0985
J. Cody’s Steaks & BBQ
www.jcodys.com
979.846.2639
Laura’s Bartending Service
www.laurasbartendingservices.com
302.841.7030
Luke’s Bartending Service
www.bcsbartenders.com
979.693.1752
Napa Flats
www.napaflats.com
979.383.2500
On The Border
www.ontheborder.com
979.314.8400
Sargento’s Mexican Restaurant
979.272.0021
TAZ Indian Cuisine
www.tazcuisine.com
979.696.6560
Walkers Cafe
936.348.2672
Whataburger
www.whataburger.com
512.658.9428

ENTERTAINMENT & LIGHTING
Brazos Valley String Quartet
www.bvstringquartet.com
979.777.3710
DJ Franco Events
www.djfrancoevents.com
818.821.7737
Downtown Event Services
www.DowntownEventServicesLLC.com
979.822.1999
Jam DJ Entertainment
www.jamdjentertainment.com
832.919.5976

Puttin’ On The Hits
www.PuttingOnTheHits.com
979.203.3729

FLORAL DESIGN, LINENS
Postoak Florist
www.postoakweddings.com
979.764.0091
Tamara Menges Designs
www.tamaramenges.com
903.235.7872
Unforgettable Floral
www.unforgettablefloral.com
979.599.2427
Urban Rubbish
www.urbanrubbish.com
903.574.5401 or 979.218.6196
Willow Lane Florals and Events
www.willowlaneco.com
817.676.3933
Green Teams Inc.
www.greenteamsinc.com
979.823.7551

HEALTH & BEAUTY
Chrome
www.experiencechrome.com/
979.268.1398
Galleria Day Spa
www.galleriaspasalon.com
979.690.0350
Naturally Flawless Hair & Makeup Design
www.naturallyflawlessbeauty.com
979.229.5359
Pure Romance by Queen Bea
www.pureromance.com/beatricegarcia
979.676.3068
Ruby Salon and Boutique
www.rubysalonandboutique.com
979.551.1081
LINENS, RENTALS & DÉCOR
Details Party Rental
www.detailspartyrental.com
979.209.0549
Party Time Rentals
www.partytimerentals.com
979.696.5555
PHOTO BOOTHS
Lifetime Selfies
www.Lifetimeselfies.com
979.204.2387
Oh Snap Selfie Photo Booth
www.ohsnapselfie.com
832.607.4421

PHOTOGRAPHERS & VIDEOGRAPHERS
Aggie Arts
www.aggiearts.com
979.922.5566
All Heart Photography
www.allheartphoto.com
512.484.8919
Canon Creek Photography
www.canoncreekphotography.com
979.255.2728
Jamie Hardin Photography
www.jamiehardinphotography.com
979.574.0743
Joely Rodgers Photography
www.joelyrodgersphotography.com
979.249.6512

Kathlyn Dragna Photography
www.dragnaphoto.com
979.830.3952
Kristina Ross Photography
www.kristinarossphotography.com
254.315.2506
Patti Darby Photography
www.pattidarbyphotography.com
512.966.7391
Rachel Driskell Photography
www.racheldriskell.com
979.324.4018
Ryan Price Photography
www.ryanpricephoto.com
979.255.8835
San Angel Photo
www.sanangelphoto.com
979.450.3540
Smart Video Services
www.smartvideoservices.com
936.661.6760
Thomas Ross Photography & Films
thomasrossphoto.com
979.575.2651
Uncle Tio Photography
www.uncletiophotography.com
979.203.9532
SPECIALTY
Aggieland Printing
www.aggielandprinting.com
979-774-1188
Anco Insurance
www.anco.com
979.774.6266
Broadway Bridal
www.broadwaybridal.com
979.777.6801
Century 21 Beal
www.century21bcs.com
979.764.2100
Olive + Cedar Designs
www.olive-cedar.com
979-595-5085
Susan’s Ballroom Dance
www.SusansBallroomDance.com
979.690.0606

TRAVEL & HONEYMOON
Aggieworld Adventures Travel and Tours
www.aggieworldtravel.com
979.774.5000
Cruise Planners - Kelley Austin
www.cruisevacationsandmore.com
936.825.7001
Magical Vacation Planner
https://www.facebook.com/marcimullenmvp/
713.824.0028
VENUES: CEREMONY & RECEPTION
7D Ranch
www.7dranchtexas.com
936.870.5114
7F Lodge and Events
www.7flodge.com
979.690.0073

feb. 28th, 2021

Amish Barn at Edge
www.theamishbarnatedge.com
979.774.4477
An Inn at Quarry Ridge
www.innatquarryridge.com
979.822.8368
Ant Street Inn
www.antstreetinn.com
979.836.7393
Astin Mansion
www.astinmansion.com
979.822.9999
Avalon
www.avalonweddingsbcs.com
979.778.0698
Bluebird Haven Estates
www.bluebirdhaven.com
936.245.0057
Brazos Center
www.thebrazoscenter.com
979.776.8338
Brazos Cotton Exchange Ballroom
www.brazoscottonexchange.com
979.575.4181
Brazos County Expo
www.brazoscountyexpo.com
979.823.3976
Cavalry Court Hotel
www.cavalrycourt.com
979.575.5818
Chandelier Room Navasota
www.chandelierroom.net
214.709.5130
Double Creek Crossing
www.doublecreekcrossing.com
979.200.9555
Downtown Bryan Events
www.downtownbryanevents.com
979.216.0548
Giddings Stone Mansion
www.giddingsstonemansion.com
979.836.1690
Hilton Hotel College Station
www.hiltoncs.com
979.694.4904
Lacey Farms
www.laceyfarms.com
832.754.6756
Messina Hof Winery and Resort
www.messinahof.com
979.778.9463
Moore Ranch on the Brazos
https://www.mooreranchonthebrazos.com/
979.492.8553
Old Mill Creek Retreat
www.oldmillcreekretreat.com
903.203.9634
Old Oaks Ranch
www.oldoaksranch.com
512.507.1223
Peach Creek Ranch
www.peachcreekranch.com
844.933.4373
Pebble Creek Country Club
www.pebblecreek.cc
979.690.0996
Phillips Event Center
www.phillipsevents.com
979.776.0133
Shiner Park
979.777.5630

Square One Downtown Bryan Event Center & Loft
www.sq1bryan.com
979.704.6003
Texas A&M Hotel and Conference Center
www.texasamhotelcc.com
979.260.2235
Texas Renaissance Festival
www.texrenfest.com
800.458.3435
The Annex Wedding & Events Venue
www.theannexevents.com
832.299.5147
The Barn BCS
www.thebarnbcs.com
979.200.9912
The Gardens at Texas A&M University
https://gardens.tamu.edu/
979.458.4910
The George Hotel
www.thegeorgetexas.com
979.575.5818
The Gin at Hidalgo Falls
www.theginathidalgofalls.com
979.530.6109
The Ranch House
www.theranchhousetexas.org
979.820.0112
The Stella Hotel
www.thestallahotel.com
979.421.4000
The Veranda
www.the-veranda.com
979.731.8155
The Weinberg at Wixon Valley
www.theweinbergatwixon.com
806.201.2750
Traditions Club
www.TraditionsClub.com
979.779.1007
Wind Dancer Retreat
www.winddancerretreat.com
979.200.0089

VENUES: REHEARSAL DINNERS & SHOWERS
Casa Do Brasil
www.casadobrasil.com
979.690.1111
Wings ‘N More Party Room
www.wingsnmore.com
979.680.1498
WEDDING & FORMAL ATTIRE
Coreena’s Bridal
www.coreenasbridal.com
979.459.2030
Love and Lace Bridal Boutique
www.loveandlacetexas.com
979.820.0006

WEDDING PLANNERS & COORDINATORS
Ashley & Co.
www.ashleyandcompany.com
979.485.9802
Let US Events
www.letUSevents.com
936.662.3306
Perfectly Planned Weddings & Events
www.perfectlyplannedtx.com
979.255.0762
Uniquely Set Event Management
www.uniquelyset.com
979.218.5561
Wonderfully Wed
www.wonderfullywed.com
979.450.4329

