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2016 B/CS Chamber of Commerce Economic Outlook Conference

Changing Landscapes
Where We Have Been |  Where We Are Now | Where We Are Going

Research. Industry. Jobs. Visitors. Housing. Those who want a 
glimpse of the economic forecast for 2016 may join the B/CS 

Chamber of Commerce when it gathers local and national experts 
at the annual Economic Outlook Conference in January. Through 
speakers and panels, perspectives of how the past and present are 

changing local business landscapes will be discussed as the Brazos 
Valley looks to the future. The conference will be held Jan. 27 from 
7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the College Station Hilton. Tracye McDaniel, 
president and CEO of Texas Development Corporation, will present 
the keynote address during lunch.

January 27
Hilton College Station
Conference Schedule
7:30 a.m. | Registration and coffee
Sponsor ST. JOSEPH HEALTH SYSTEMS

8 a.m. | Welcome 
Title Sponsor WELLS FARGO
Royce Hickman, President/CEO,  
B/CS Chamber of Commerce

8:15 a.m. | Session I
Sponsored by TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY

It Didn’t Just Happen…Snapshots 
of Our Growth
Henry Mayo, noted local historian 

Serving Our Growing Community: 
We Are the Research Valley
Todd McDaniel, President/CEO Research 
Valley Partnership

8:45 a.m. | Break 
Sponsored by TEXAS COMMERCIAL WASTE

9 a.m. | Session II
Sponsored by BTU

Where We Are: Moderated Q&A 
A panel discussion among representatives 
from the City of Bryan, City of College 
Station, Bryan College Station Convention 
& Visitors Bureau, and Texas A&M 
University

10:15 a.m. | Break
Sponsored by BBVA COMPASS 

10:30 a.m. | Session III
Sponsored by Admiral Catering

Visioning: What’s Over the 
Horizon?
Dr. Jim Gaines, Chief Economist, The Real 
Estate Center at Texas A&M University

11:45 a.m. | Break

Invocation
12 noon | Lunch
Sponsored by C&J BAR-B-QUE

12:15 p.m. | Keynote Address
Title Sponsor WELLS FARGO

Texas: Positioning the 12th Largest 
Economy in the World
Tracye McDaniel, President/CEO, Texas 
Economic Development Corporation

1:15 p.m. | Close of Conference

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 
Hospitality Sponsor City Of College Station

Notepad & E-Notebook Sponsors: American 
Momentum Bank, ATMOS Energy, Copy Corner, 
CR Systems, Kyle Office Products

Card Holder Sponsor: The Research Valley 
Partnership

Pencils Courtesy of Brenham National Bank

Speaker Gifts Courtesy of Bryan College Station 
Convention & Visitors Bureau

A/V Sponsor: Avinext

Media Sponsors: The B/CS Eagle,  
Bryan Broadcasting 
The Insite Group: Insite Printing & Graphic 
Services & Insite Magazine

The Economic 
Outlook Conference 
is open to the public. 
Advance registration is 
$85 per person for  
B/CS Chamber 
members; tickets  
are $100 per person 
for non-members. 
Reserved tables of eight 
are available for $750. 
Seating is limited.  
To reserve space,  
visit bcschamber.org, 
call (979) 260-5200,  
or email  
kim@bcschamber.org.

Bryan
College Station

Texas A&M University
The Brazos Valley

2016

4  INSITE January 2016



Economic Outlook Conference Speakers

Tracye McDaniel
President and CEO
Texas Economic Development 
Corporation and TexasOne™

Texas commands top 
spots on most of the 
credible “best state” 
lists including Forbes’ 
Best State for Economic 
Climate & Future Job 
Growth; 13 years as the 
top exporter state in the 
U.S.; and Chief Executive 
magazine’s 2015 Best 
State for Business. 

Those rankings 
point to why Texas 
is not just a national 
leader, but is positioned 
to be a world leader, 
according to Tracye 
McDaniel, president 
and CEO of the Texas 
Economic Development 
Corporation.

“Texas is the 12th 
largest economy in 
the world, a center of 
excellence throughout 
the world. That’s the 
message I look at as we 
move into 2016,” says 
McDaniel.“One of Texas’ 
truest advantages is in 
job creation. It all starts 
at the local level: we are 
a bastion of small- to 
mid-size companies that 
are growing.” Economic 
development can help 
local businesses attain 
a regional footprint 
through collaboration 
to expand each small 
business’ network. 
That leads to supply 
chain opportunities – 
and growth. “Like in 
the Brazos Valley – it’s 
very important to have 
collaboration, including 
civic and academic 

Dr. James Gaines
Chief Economist
Real Estate Center at Texas 
A&M University

Making his seventh 
appearance at the annual 
Economic Outlook 
Conference, Jim Gaines is 
well-known for providing 
a torrent of statistics to 
back up the real estate 
economist’s straight 
talk about trends in 
local, state, and national 
market growth. Gaines 
says the long view 
holds both caution and 
optimism for 2016.

Everything from the 
shale oil rig count and 
oil’s price per barrel to 
the “mental attitude” 
of buyers and investors 
will play a role in the 
2016 market outlook, 
says Gaines. Locally, 
the biggest factor will 
always be Texas A&M 
University. University 
spending, investment, 
building and growth are 
all factors that present a 
moving target based on 
budget funds allocated 
by the Texas Legislature, 
explains Gaines, which 
circles right back to oil 
prices and production.

“[Oil revenue] impact 
on the university is 
impacted by state 
revenues,” says Gaines. 
“State revenues affect the 
Permanent University 
Fund, then it’s an every 
two-year process. It may 
take one to three years; 
we may not have felt 
the impact of lower [oil] 
prices yet.”

Texas’ economic 
forecast, based on 

Todd E. McDaniel
President and CEO
The Research Valley 
Partnership, Inc.

Todd E. McDaniel has 
served as President/
CEO of the Research 
Valley Partnership, Inc. 
since November 2005. 
Additionally, Todd served 
as Executive Director 
of the Texas Emerging 
Technology Fund’s, 
Texas Triangle Regional 
Center for Innovation 
and Commercialization. 
Under his guidance 
and with the strong 
support of community-
university partners, the 
RVP has transformed 
from traditional 
economic development 
strategies to what 
he calls innovation 
economic development. 
In September 2014, 
The RVP launched 
the Research Valley 
Innovation Center, a 
science and technology 
incubator/accelerator 
with Todd serving as 
interim President and 
CEO.During Todd’s 
tenure as President 
and CEO at the RVP, the 
organization has won 
multiple awards and 
recognitions.
McDaniel received a Bachelor 
and Master of Arts from 
Baylor University, as well as a 
Certified Economic Developer 
(CEcD) designation from the 
University of Oklahoma’s 
Economic Development 
Institute.

Henry Mayo 
Noted B/CS Historian

A lifelong resident of 
College Station, Henry 
Mayo studied civil 
engineering at Texas 
A&M University and 
has been vice president 
of the surveying and 
engineering company Joe 
Orr, Inc. for 22 years. An 
expert on local history, 
Mayo gives presentations 
to area groups and 
authors a local history 
e-newsletter. Mayo 

collaboration,” says 
McDaniel. “Businesses 
are attracted to high 
energy and access to 
things they want.

“‘Texas is wide open 
for business’ is more than 
just a branding message; 
it’s in our DNA and 
spirit,” says McDaniel. 

“We want you to 
grow and do well, and 
we want you to have 
independence to grow.
Tracye McDaniel currently 
serves as president and CEO of 
Texas Economic Development 
Corporation, an independently 
funded and operated 501©(3) 
nonprofit organization. The 
TEDC mission is dedicated 
to economic development, 
business recruitment, and job 
creation in the State of Texas 
and operates the TexasOne™ 
Program, which coordinates 
efforts with the Office of 
the Governor for strategic 
marketing. McDaniel has more 
than 30 years of state and 
regional level experience as a 
widely recognized strategist 
in all facets of economic 
development. Formerly the 
President and CEO of Choose 
New Jersey, Inc., McDaniel 
led award-winning global 
promotion, lead generation 
and project management for 
economic growth and job 
creation in the Garden State. 
In 2007, McDaniel served as 
executive vice president and 
COO of the Greater Houston 
Partnership and as executive 
director for the Office of 
the Governor Economic 
Development and Tourism 
Division prior to that. She 
holds leadership positions in 
numerous professional and 
industry organizations and was 
named by NJBIZ among New 
Jersey’s 2014 Best 50 Women 
in Business, as well as the 100 
Most Powerful People in New 
Jersey Business. A graduate 
of the University of Texas at 
Austin, McDaniel is also a 
Ford Foundation Regional 
Sustainable Development 
(RSD) Fellow, a program 
of American Chamber of 
Commerce Executives (ACCE).

high tech and business 
services that are fueling 
job growth, is expected 
to stay relatively strong. 
Population expansion 
continues to fuel growth.

Locally, the housing 
market hasn’t slowed. 
“Low inventory has kept 
pace of demand high,” 
says Gaines. “Some of 
the demand is fueled 
by retirement, so job 
growth is not as critical. 
The price per square foot 
is also up 6 percent in 
2015 over 2014. Median 
[home] price is up.”

While Gaines does 
expect the local housing 
market to slow down in 
the first quarter of 2016, 
the coming year will 
depend on spending by 
the university and people 
moving into the area. 
“We would be wise to pay 
close attention to all the 
ways growth issues are 
becoming more pressing 
by causing greater 
strain on state and local 
infrastructure and 
resources,” says Gaines.   
Dr. James Gaines is the 
chief economist for the Real 
Estate Center at Texas A&M 
University.

is chair of the Brazos 
County Historical 
Commission and active 
in numerous local, 
state, and national civic 
organizations.
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Cheers in the New Year!

All Things Old With Something New at Madden’s
Story By ANGELIQUE GAMMON | Photos by MONIKA LAIRD

Just as it has for 11 years, Madden’s Casual Gourmet will close for 
New Year’s Day, a well-deserved break after the graduation and 

holiday rush. When it reopens at the usual time for the first lunch 
service of 2016, all the favorites will be the same: Southern fried 
chicken breast with mashed potatoes, vegetables, and gravy; seared 
crab cakes with fried polenta, cilantro aioli, and greens tossed with 
smoked tomato vinaigrette; and don’t forget the grilled meatloaf with 
sautéed cabbage, cornbread, mashed potatoes, and tomato sauce. 

The staff, the menu, and the gracious, personal service that 
has made Madden’s a niche of inspired dining since Peter and Tara 
Madden opened the restaurant in 2004 – all just the same.

What will be new in the New Year are the primary owners: Chef 
Tai Lee and his wife Christina. It’s a pairing as perfect as a glass of 
Reynolds Family Pinot Noir with Madden’s seared smoked duck, 

cornbread-apple-pecan bread pudding, and spinach tossed in brown 
butter and apricot jam.

After all, outside his own ventures – Veritas Wine & Bistro, Paolo’s 
Italian Kitchen, and Chef Tai’s Mobile Bistro – Madden’s is Chef Tai’s 
favorite place to eat.

Neither regulars nor newcomers will notice the change in 
ownership; both chefs want it that way.

Theirs is an inspiring friendship and a unique foodie buddy 
tale. Sitting together at a sunny table inside Madden’s, Peter and Tai 
laugh, talk, finish each other’s sentences, trade good-natured digs 
about Peter being the “older” mentor, and smile as they talk about 
their shared vision for Madden’s bright future.

Most of all, they smile.
In their words, this is the story.

FROM LEFT: CHRISTINA CHO, PETER AND TARA MADDEN, TAI LEE
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Peter Madden: [There is] no real 
transition other than the fact Tai 
will be the primary…It’s been hard 
to keep a lid on things [about the 
sale].
Tai Lee: Our whole mission 
from the get-go is, this is my 
favorite restaurant outside of the 
restaurants I own and operate, and 
I did not want anything changed. 
I love this restaurant for what it is. 
I’ll be taking over a little more of 
the day-to-day, become the head 
figure for the back of the house…
I’ll continue to consult Peter on 
how to do Madden’s the way it’s 
supposed to be.
Peter: We’ve known each other 
nine years; that’s a long time…I 
have a lot of admiration for him, 
and what he has been able to do...
[Madden’s] has defined me for 
11 years, helped make me who I 
am…[we] didn’t have kids when 
it started; we have three now. It’s 
been a huge part of my life. So, it’s 
hard to let something go. I don’t 
know what would have happened 
[if Tai didn’t buy Madden’s]. I do 
know Madden’s isn’t my future…
Mad Taco is my future…
I called Tai, and said, “Hey, 
listen…”

Tai: I got a phone call...I’ve got a 
deal you can’t refuse…[laughter]
Peter: I called him. We had coffee. 
I said, “Would you have any 
interest in taking it over?” My goal 
was not letting it end or let it just 
dwindle away into mediocrity.
If I was to sell it to someone else, 
I don’t know that I would let the 
name go. I am comfortable with 
Tai having the name and the 
recipes...I don’t know if I would 
entrust that to someone I don’t 
know.
Tai: Great shoes to fill. It just 
goes back to my great memory of 
dining out at Madden’s. The first 
time, it was my church member 
who took me out on a lunch…
Right away, I actually told the 
landlord Kay Conlee the same 
thing…when I got the food it was 
nothing I’d seen in this town. It 
was so upscale, so gourmet and so 
creative…I thought, I don’t know 
who this chef is, but this guy rocks. 
So immediately I became a huge 
fan. I’ve pledged to him, to myself, 
and to the staff, that really it’s not 
about transforming it to my style 
of cooking because Madden’s is 

unique, and I really adore the 
uniqueness.
I trust our great staff that Peter has 
trained the past 11 years…I’m just 
hoping to add something on top 
of that to move forward…Peter’s 
menu is so diverse. Even though 
it is the new American with an 
emphasis on the Southwestern 
cooking, he has definitely 
demonstrated some of the Asian 
flair. One of the dishes I loved is 
the sesame seared tuna with a 
little soy and a little cilantro, and 
I’m like, wait a minute, this is 
something I would do, and Peter’s 
doing it!
Peter: An interesting fact about 
what’s happening in this transition 
is that the person who is going 
to be Tai’s sous chef here…used 
to work here many years ago…
he was one of my right hands for 
two or three years before he went 
to work for Tai…he’s familiar 
with my style. It’s going to help the 
transition a lot.
Tai: Crab cakes and meatloaf and 
southern-style fried chicken are 
some of my go-to favorites here. 
Desserts are great…his Crème 

Brule…his bread and the dipping 
oil, it’s simple as that…I love it.
AG: When was the first time you 
really connected with each other?
Tai: Wine dinner for me…
Peter: I think the food trucks 
really brought us together…we 
were a couple of ships in a huge 
ocean…five years for Tai, four 
years for me…we were consulting 
and already friends, but that was 
bonding…
Tai: For me it was the first wine 
dinner…it was a Dearfield Wine 
Dinner; I came as a guest...
Peter: Robert Rex.
Tai: The Robert Rex wine 
dinner…I was blown away. I 
was 28 and Veritas was already 
open and I was trying to mold 
myself to be someone significant 
in this town, and I saw Peter 
putting on a show like that…
he became the target I wanted to 
reach…a certified executive chef, 
a great family, it’s a great story. 
As a youngster who is learning...
[laughter]
Peter: [laughing] I’m used to it….I 
was [your age]…a long time ago…
[laughter]

What will be new in the New Year 

are the primary owners: Chef Tai 

Lee and his wife Christina. It’s a 

pairing as perfect as a glass of 

Reynolds Family Pinot Noir with 

Madden’s seared smoked duck, 

cornbread-apple-pecan bread 

pudding, and spinach tossed in 

brown butter and apricot jam.
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Tai: He very easily became an idol I looked up 
to and tried to emulate. Some restaurateurs 
are so secretive and don’t want to share a lot 
of information, where Peter was really open 
about it…I’ll never forget that, how he helped 
me out.
The important thing is, he has a great, loyal 
following. I want to make sure we take care of 
their needs first…That’s my top priority.
Peter: We opened up [Mad Taco] right 
around May 1, and the inspiration for it was 
the food truck…Three of the tacos on Mad 
Taco’s menu are the tacos I served on the food 
truck.
As soon as I sold Tai the food truck [laughter]…
[to Tai] I’ve got my house coming up for sale 
soon…You’ll be getting a phone call…
Tai: Your house in Bryan? It’s a great house!
Peter: [laughing] I’m kidding…
...After I sold the truck to Tai, I started asking 
my followers via Twitter…about a stand-alone 
taco shop here in town and they were all 
excited about it.
Tara and I had already decided Mad Taco 
would be the name…but 70 to 90 percent of 
my followers came back with the name Mad 
Taco without me mentioning it.
I wanted something that wasn’t defined nec-
essarily by me being there…I like it now that 
people come in and think it’s a chain...
I’m now in my late 40s. When I think about 
where I want to be in 10 years, it’s not in the 
back of Madden’s peeling potatoes. We would 
like to open more [Mad Tacos] on our own. 
Texas is a huge market. I could easily grow 
only in Texas and have 100 stores. Proximity 
will be important in the beginning. A second 
location here in town is likely…Houston, 
Austin…after that, who knows?
AG: What will it be like for both of you a 
year from now?
Tai: Peter and Tara are always going be part of 
[Madden’s].
Peter: Tai wants it to be Madden’s. That’s 
my role, to keep him on that path. I’ll be the 
consultant. So it will always feel like Madden’s. 
That’s what Tai wants.
Tai: We are up to it, to give this place a long-
term lease on life. Peter didn’t want to see it 
dwindle; it was his baby, too.
Peter: [To Tai] I am really excited about the 
transition. There is no one better to run  
Madden’s than you. I’m excited for you. I’m 
excited for me. I’m excited for the future of 
Madden’s, Veritas, everything that you’ve got 
going and everything I’ve got going on. Thank 
you for the opportunity. I hope you take  
advantage of it, as well.
Tai: Thank you so much Peter. We’ll do the 
best.i
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If you don’t regularly venture to the north end of Downtown 
Bryan, put it on your New Year’s resolution list to keep an eye 

on the redevelopment that has already begun. Together, the Ice 
House on Main and a new mixed-use development by R+T Studio 
will  redefine how to eat, shop, stay, and play in the historic center 
of Bryan.

102 YEARS CHILLIN’
Joan and Jose Quintana have already made an indelible mark 
on Historic Downtown Bryan. Taking a walk with Jose up and 
down Main and Bryan streets to the SEAD Gallery, Innovation 
Underground, Grand Stafford Theater, and most recently, The 
Amity Building underscores how deep is the couple’s commitment 
to the urbanization of Downtown Bryan.

Their philosophy is simple. “We try to hear what’s missing, and 
if the community wants to support it, we just do it,” explains Jose 
Quintana.

Next up is the redevelopment of the Ice House on Main. 
Anchoring the northern tip of Downtown for the past 102 years, 
the building has hosted an icehouse, a local distribution company, 
a tractor dealership, a dance hall, and even a furniture restoration 
business. The Quintanas’ have a different vision for its future: “We 
want to make this a community building, an engagement space for 
the community to use,” says Jose Quintana.

Envision an event center in the spacious back of the building 
that can comfortably fit up to 500 people. The middle section will 

Downtown North
Chillin’ at the Ice House 

Story By TORI ELGIN | Photographs by CONRAD EARNEST

TOP RENDERING: GARDEN ENTRANCE PHASE 1 OF THE 500 BRYAN NORTH 
DEVELOPMENT. BOTTON: AERIAL VIEW OF THE BRYAN AVE. DEVELOPMENT  

RENDERINGS COURTESY OF R+T STUDIO, LLC 
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be expanded into a performance space for live music concerts, art 
film showings, and even theater plays. The front of the building will 
be home to a restaurant, a microbrewery, and a local coffee shop.

“The retail aspects and community engagement are very needed,” 
says Jose Quintana. “The neat part about this project is that even 
though we are driving it, we have a lot of community members that 
are supporting the process. Local professionals, students, faculty 
members – you name it. They are coming in and helping the project. 
Pretty much every single group of the community is represented.”

Scheduled in four phases, the project will begin with the event 
space, followed by the coffee shop, restaurant, and microbrewery.

LET’S GET URBAN
If the Ice House on Main is the space to engage the community, 500 
Bryan North developer Ryan Terry is building the places where the 
people in the community can live within walking distance of where 
they also eat, work and play.

As the business operations lead at R+T Studio, Terry says the real 
estate development and consulting company has big plans for the 
north end of Downtown Bryan. Residential fourplexes and some 
mixed-use flex spaces are the first step.

“As far as economic activity, the city has pulled a lot of money 
for the infrastructure, but there is a high turnover rate,” says Terry. 
“There is not enough foot traffic to drive the businesses here. By 
building a residential section, people in the community will come to 
live, to work, and to eat – all in Downtown Bryan.”

When people come to stay and have a 24-hour involvement within 
this community, a more vibrant and urban culture will evolve, says 
Terry.

R+T Studio has signed a letter of intent with the City of Bryan 
to build 46 residential units over four, fourplexes, and two, three-
story mixed-use buildings. Eventually there will be 50 or more 
new residents living in these units, all helping to create a more 
prominent presence in Downtown North, says Terry.

“We have signed the purchase agreement, and have agreed to 
a multi-phase development of this project,” says Terry. Like the Ice 
House on Main, 500 Bryan North will be completed in four phases 
starting with the development of two of the four fourplexes. If 
everything goes according to plan, each phase will take roughly 18 
months to complete.

“What we want to do is to take a different stance than a lot of 
developers,” says Terry. “We do not want any tax abatements. We 
just asked the city for a guaranteed price through an offer, and they 
agreed.

“We have certain benchmarks to meet, and as long as we hit 
all of those, we can keep moving forward,” says Terry. “This will 
contribute to the economic activity, as well as the cultural activity 
in the scene. In the 90s, this was a place that no one wanted to be. 
The Brazos Valley is growing, and there is an unmet demand from 
young people who want to live close to where they work, to where 
they shop, and to where they participate in other activities. This 
development will spur this activity.” i
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From gear to gadgets, most 
purchasing decisions on the 

Internet seem harder than they 
should because of endless options 
– sellers and deals abound. There 
is a notable exception: selecting 
an Internet provider so you can 
get on the Internet.

James Benham, College 
Station City Council Member 
Place 6, kicked off an effort in 
2015 by sending out requests for 
interest to dozens of providers to 
gauge interest in providing more 
Internet options in the city. What 
he found were several companies 
ready to take steps to bring faster 
bandwidth to College Station. 

In order to make it happen, 
the City of College Station was 
willing to lease out the dark 
fiber that loops around the town, 
explains Benham. A company 
called WireStar, Inc. now leases 
the previously unused fiber from 
the city to provide businesses 
with high speed Internet. A lease 
was signed in October that ties 
WireStar to the fiber for 10 years. 

The fiber was originally laid 
for communication between 
fire and police stations leaving 
a great deal of fiber unused. 
Benham and his colleagues on 
the council saw an opportunity 
and introduced the idea of leasing 
out the city’s fiber to provide 
higher bandwidth. According to 
Benham, with the fiber already in 
place, there was no need to invest 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
to build and bury fiber. This 
allowed WireStar to immediately 
provide high-speed service to 
business customers.

Benham was recently 
interviewed in a podcast 
with City of College Station 
Communications Director Jay 
Socol to explain the in’s and out’s 

of the ultra high-speed Internet. 
To put it into perspective, 
Benham explains that a gigabit 
is equal to one billion bits per 
second. This translates to a 
full season of “House of Cards” 
downloading onto a device in 
about 10 minutes – an extremely 
rapid speed. 

With this new bandwidth, 
businesses will be able to better 
help customers. This creates a 
base for more economic structure 
in the area, including better and 
more productive services. “A 
healthy city provides healthy 
businesses,” says Benham. 
“It’s the city’s responsibility 
to create an environment for 
infrastructure.” 

Benham says has been 
working to bring in an Internet 
competitor since he was first 
elected in 2012 and is excited 
that the call for more bandwidth 
has finally been answered. 

Kyle Leissner, president of 
WireStar, says the company has 
had great response from large 
and small businesses for faster 
bandwidth, as well as heaps 
of positive feedback from the 
city and other businesses and 
vendors in the field.

“With this new option for 
current, and especially potential 
new large businesses to the 
College Station area, we feel that 
we will remove any inhibitions 

about growth in regards to 
communication infrastructure,” 
says Leissner. “Fiber optic cable 
can support almost unlimited 
speeds.”

The faster speeds don’t come 
with a steep increase in price; 
WireStar’s new service is cheaper 
than other options in the area. 
Benham says that per megabyte, 
the bandwidth is relatively 
inexpensive. 

WireStar is currently serving 
apartment complexes and hotel 
management companies in the 
College Station area, and is in the 
process of building out to several 
business parks and newer 
developments in College Station. 
The timeframe for WireStar 

to begin providing residential 
areas with the fiber service is 
uncertain. On the company’s 
website, individuals can 
participate in a survey demand 
tool, which helps the company 
to gauge interest in broadband 
services. 

Benham encourages  residential 
customers to take the survey, 
explaining that if WireStar 
receives enough responses for a 
neighborhood, ultra high-speed 
Internet services will extend to 
that area. 

According to Leissner, WireStar 
currently services more than 
20,000 homes and businesses 
with their existing copper-
based products, and says, “So 
far, we have had in excess of 500 
respondents to our web survey, 
but need more to truly gauge 
the level of interest in many 
communities.”

To voice your opinion, 
visit www.wirestar.net and 
participate in the survey.

To hear the City of College 
Station podcast with Benham, 
visit blog.cstx.gov.

Underground Lightning Speed
New Options in Internet Connectivity

By AMANDA PULLIN

ABOVE: JAMES BENHAM PREPARING TO PARTICIPATE, VIA INTERNET, IN A MEETING OF THE COL-
LEGE STATION CITY COUNCIL. COLLEGE STATION WAS AMONG THE FIRST CITIES IN TEXAS TO 
SECURE THE TECHNOLOGY REQUIRED FOR UP TO THREE COUNCIL MEMBERS TO PARTICIPATE 
SIMULTANEOUSLY FROM REMOTE LOCATIONS. ALSO PICTURED ARE MAYOR NANCY BERRY AND 
COUNCILWOMAN JULIE SCHULTZ.

12  INSITE January 2016
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On January 27, nearly 200 members of the community 
will stream into the Miramont Country Club in Bryan to 

participate in Hospice Auxiliary of Brazos Valley’s fourth 
annual “Play a Hand for Hospice” fundraiser. 

This event, which benefits Hospice Brazos Valley, allows 
guests to enjoy coffee or tea and socializing with fellow 
community members, while playing board and card games 
in tables of four. Games include dominoes, bridge, canasta, 
mahjong, and shanghai. 

Lunch will be served during the event and members of 
the Texas A&M University Singing Cadets, “The Aggienizors,” 
will provide entertainment. In addition to refreshments and 
music, guests have the opportunity to win prizes. Community-
donated door prizes will be presented throughout the 
afternoon. Previous year’s door prizes have included quilts, 
works of art, jewelry, and gift cards to local restaurants and 
salons. 

“We look forward to this event as everyone has a fun day 
playing their respective games, [enjoying] a chance to win a 
door prize, and supporting Hospice,” says Hospice Auxiliary 
Treasurer Judy Nash.  

Hospice Auxiliary Brazos Valley is a nonprofit organization 
that conducts meetings and fundraisers throughout the year 
to raise support and funds for Hospice Brazos Valley, a non-
profit organization in Bryan providing end-of-life care for 
residents in the community. Hospice Auxiliary raises money 
to promote and provide awareness of Hospice Brazos Valley’s 
mission, says Felicita Longnecker, publicity chairman for 
Hospice Auxiliary. 

 “The most exciting thing is how much our community 
supports Hospice,” says Longnecker. “The community is so 
generous and this really, really helps our way of providing 
financial support for the Hospice Brazos Valley.”

Tickets for the event are $65 per person, and the number 
of participants is capped at 200. Last year, 175 participants 
attended the “Play a Hand for Hospice” event, raising an 
estimated $6,200.

 “The reason we’re here is for Hospice Brazos Valley,” says 
Longnecker. “What we’re doing is just promoting them and 
that’s really our primary mission.”

For more information, visit www.HospiceBrazosValley.org. i

Dominoes, Bridge & More

Play a Hand For Hospice
By REBECCA MCDONOUGH
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Do you remember the awkwardness and feelings at age 13 or 14? 
The confusing times of middle and high school, as well as the 

uncomfortable growing pains, and stress of career or college planning? 
The local Young Ladies Success Summit, created by Conference 
Director Essie Childers, helps to challenge those feelings and instead 
“expose young ladies in middle school and high school to collegiate 
and career opportunities, to boost their self-esteem, and empower 
self-responsibility to create success in school and in life.”

Held on February 6 at Blinn College in Bryan, the Young Ladies 
Success Summit will provide girls an opportunity to gain information 
and confidence to pursue goals and create ambitions that they might 
not be exposed to otherwise. The summit is open to girls in grades six 
through 12, an age which relays a time of change and new discoveries. 
It is not only important but also essential that a seed of encouragement 
and drive is planted in their minds at this age, says Childers. “Realizing 
your self-worth and loving yourself first are the stepping stones in 
success,” she says.

Preparing for college should start as early as middle school, says 
Childers. The Young Ladies Success Summit will consist of sessions 
discussing a variety of topics including: financial literacy, self-esteem, 
Facebook etiquette, bullying, and other engaging topics. This year’s 
keynote speaker will be Donna Spann, CEO of Capstone College 
Advising from Tyler. Additionally, the summit will feature an essay 
contest in which monetary awards will be presented. Young ladies 
will have an opportunity to respond to the question, “How do you use 
social media to show others how special you really are?” Essay rules 
and guidelines are available online at yl-success.com. Door prizes and 
essay winners will be announced at the end of the conference. The 
conference will also present a session for parents to learn more about 
networking and preparing their child for college.  

Childers recognized the need for the Young Ladies Success Summit 
and, with the help of family and friends, hosted the inaugural event in 
February 2011. Childers, knowing that a lot of her success has been 
thanks to wonderful female mentors in her own life, believed she had 
a duty to give back to young girls in her community in a similar way. 

“Young women are capable of making strong decisions and have 
the ability to exercise creative and critical thinking,” says Childers. 
The opportunities presented at Young Ladies Success Summit 
empower young girls and demonstrates what can be achieved with a 
mindset that leads to success. “We all have a hidden treasure,” says 
Childers. The Young Ladies Success Summit is designed to not create 
that treasure for these girls, but simply help them find it. 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION:
February 6 marks the fourth year of the summit that will be held at Blinn College 
in Bryan, beginning with a continental breakfast at 8:30 a.m. Registration forms 
for both parents and students can be found at yl-success.com and the registration 
deadline is February 1. i

Success Summit

Empowering Young Ladies
By KYLIE KINNETT
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Scott & White 
Healthcare has served 
Central Texans since 
1897 and for 30 years 
in the College Station 
Region. In 2013, 
Baylor Health Care 
System and Scott 
& White Healthcare 
merged to form Baylor 
Scott & White Health, 
the largest not-for-
profit healthcare 
system in the state of 
Texas. 

For two 
remarkable years, 
Scott & White 
Hospital – College 
Station has served 
the healthcare 
needs of families 
in the community. 
To improve patient 
care, 24 inpatient 
beds were added 

with six dedicated to pediatric 
care; more operating rooms 
were added, and the hospital 
received national accreditation 
as a Chest Pain Center for 
expertise in treating patients 
experiencing chest pain and 
heart attack. 

The five-story, 
143-bed acute care 
facility houses an 
emergency department, 
comprehensive cardiac 
services, a neonatal 
intensive care unit, 
surgical and many other 

specialty services. The 
adjacent clinic serves as an 
anchor to the medical complex 
and includes neurosciences, 
a cancer center, women and 
children’s services, orthopedic 
care and other specialties, 
all supported by advanced 
imaging technology and other 
diagnostic capabilities. 

With 150 primary care and 
specialty providers in multiple 
locations, Scott & White 
Healthcare – College Station 
offers comprehensive and 
seamless care for the entire 

family. All primary 
care locations are 
certified Patient-
Centered Medical 
Homes by the 
National Committee 
for Quality 
Assurance. When 
needed, your primary 
care physician can 
coordinate an entire 

SCOTT & WHITE HEALTHCARE: COLLEGE STATION REGION 

The Comprehensive Choice for Your Family’s Health

medical team ready to care for 
you. 

Each hospital and clinic 
is connected through 
our award-winning Epic 
Electronic Medical Record 
system to provide seamless 
care throughout the region. 
Through the MyChart® 
portal, patients have 24/7 
access to their personal health 
information and can schedule 
and manage appointments, 
email questions to their doctor 
and get lab results from their 
computer or mobile device. 

From all locations and 
hours to the large network of 
physicians, specialists and 
advanced technology, Scott 
& White Healthcare – 
College Station will care 
for all your health needs. Visit 
collegestation.sw.org or 
call (979) 691-3300.
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Are you in need of 
crowns, fillings, 
veneers or any 
other type of tooth 
restoration?

Are your current fillings 
made of metallic material 
and causing damage to your 
teeth?Do you have weakened, 
broken, or decayed teeth?

If you answered “yes” 
to any of these questions, 
CEREC Same Day Crowns 
are the ideal solution to your 
issues.CEREC is a technology 
that has revolutionized tooth 
restoration. If you are in need 
of a crown or a filling, or you 

need your old fillings replaced, 
you can walk in, undergo a 
simple and painless procedure 
and then walk out a short 
time later with a completely 
restored tooth — all in one 
visit! 

Your new filling and/
or crown will be entirely 
composed of ceramic material 
and will match the color of 
your natural teeth. You will 
not have to go through the 
lengthy, multi-visit restoration 
process, and the ceramic 

material will not cause decay 
or damage to your teeth. The 
process is quick, reliable and 
painless.

For more information, 
call (979) 693-6723.

CASHION DENTAL

Healthy, Natural Looking Smiles in One Visit
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The terms mental 
health and behavioral 
health are often 
interchanged when 
classifying some 
common disorders 
and illnesses such 
as anxiety and 
depression

The change in classification 
is not necessarily a bad thing 
as long as people continue 
to take these illnesses and 
disorders seriously. At Rock 
Prairie Behavioral Health, the 
main focus remains on caring 
for and helping patients get 
the help they need to get 
better.  
Mental Health

Disorders and illnesses 
related to mental health are 
often biological or neurological 
issues a person is born 
with. Treatment can include 
psychological therapy, 
medication, and in many 

cases, a combination of the 
two. 

Some examples are: 
• Autism
• ADHD: Attention  

 Deficit Hyperactivity  
 Disorder

• Alcohol And   
 Substance Abuse  
 Addictions

• Anxiety Disorders
• Bipolar Disorder
• Depression: Major  

 Depression &   
 Unipolar Varieties

• Childhood Mental  
 Disorders and   
 Illnesses

• Eating Disorders
• Dissociative Disorders
• Impulse Control   

 Disorders
• Internet Addiction And  

 Media Issues

• Obsessive-  
 Compulsive Spectrum

 Disorders
• Personality Disorders
• Post-Traumatic Stress  

 Disorder
• Schizophrenia
• Sexual Disorders
• Suicide
• Tourette’s and other  

 Tic Disorders
Behavioral Health

Medical conditions listed 
under Behavioral Health 
often fall under the personal 
decisions individuals make. 
These decisions can be 
prompted by significant life 
events such as getting injured 
in a car accident, loss of a 
family member or friend, or 
being made fun of in social 
situations. 

A person struggling with 
managing his or her personal 
emotions may encounter:

• Stress

ROCK PRAIRIE BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

Help for Families – 24 Hours a Day

• Depression
• Anxiety
• Relationship problems
• Grief
• Addiction
• Mood disorders
With time, mental health 

illnesses and disorders 
are becoming more widely 
understood and accepted in 
our society. As this continues, 
the need to change the 
classification to avoid negative 
stereotypes and stigmas will 
decrease. 

The professionals at 
Rock Prairie Behavioral 
Health want people to 
know the most important 
aspect of recovery is to first 
understand the problem 
and then to be provided 
with proper treatment. For 
more information, visit 
RockPrairieBH.com or 
call (979) 703-8848.
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Baby boomers turn 
to dental implants for 
health and function 
and walk away with 
youthful good looks

Dentist, Dr. Michael Reece, 
DDS is seeing an increasing 
number of baby boomers 
turn to dental implants to stop 
bone loss and improve their 
overall health. In the process, 
they are walking away with 
smiles that make them look 10 
or 15 years younger.

While dental implants were 
considered a luxury just a 
few years ago, they now are 
a necessity, as an increasing 
body of knowledge links 
our oral health to our overall 
physical health.

Bone loss starts within 
two weeks of tooth loss and 
continues to decline over 
time. The ‘sunken in’ look we 
associate with old age isn’t 
from a lack of teeth, but rather 

from the loss of jawbone that 
makes the face recede after 
tooth loss.

Getting an implant as soon 
as possible for any missing or 
dead teeth stops future bone 
loss before there isn’t enough 
bone left to securely mount 
a dental implant. Thankfully, 
even in those cases, Dr. 
Reece can perform a bone 
graft to return your jaw to pre-
loss conditions.

In short, we need all of our 
teeth, and today, thanks to 
Dr. Reece there is no reason 
not to have them. Advances 
in the sedation industry 
make the implant procedure 
comfortable and Dr. Reece’s 

training and experience allow 
his team to extract your 
tooth, perform a bone graft if 
needed, and place an implant 
all in one convenient session. 
Plus, you get the added 
benefit of a youthful looking 
smile.

For more information 
about restorative 
and cosmetic dental 
procedures, visit 
drreece.com or call  
(979) 846-6515.

DR. MICHAEL K. REECE, DDS 

Healthy, Comfortable, Gorgeous Smiles
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Since its inception, 
Sherwood Health 
Care, Inc. has 
provided for the 
needs of thousands of 
seniors in the Brazos 
Valley. 

Built in 1964 through the 
collaborative efforts of the 
late John Cecil Culpepper, 
Sr. and the late Honorable Bill 
Moore, the tradition of service 
by the Culpepper and Moore 
families continues today as 
Generations Healthcare.

This 124-bed facility 
includes services essential to 
maintaining quality of life for 
seniors. Individual care are 
plans are created based each 
senior’s need for assistance. 
Daily living activities measure 
seniors’ functional abilities. 
Skilled nursing services are 
available 24 hours a day. 

Help Aging Parents 
and Loved Ones

It may be difficult when your 
aging relative is facing this time 
in their life. The best thing you 
can do is be there for them, 
and help them adapt. The first 
step it to learn about all the 
senior living options available. 
To overcome feelings of loss 
of independence, consider 
a single resident room 
rather than sharing with a 
roommate. Later on, they 
might seek to share a room for 
companionship. 

Skilled nursing sets 
Generations Center for Senior 
Living apart from most other 
assisted living homes. Therapy 
and rehabilitation services are 
all available on one campus.

How do I know if my 
loved one needs skilled 
nursing?

A short-term stay in skilled 
nursing most often occurs 
after a hospital stay. Often, 
residents eventually transition 
back to their home. A long-
term move to a skilled nursing 
facility may occur when a 
senior needs care they can’t 
get at home. The required 
care is more financially feasible 
at Generations Center for 
Senior Living.

GENERATIONS CENTER FOR SENIOR LIVING 

A New Name for A Proud Tradition

To learn about all 
the services available 
through Generations 
Center for Senior Living, 
visit 2817 Kent Street in 
Bryan, call  
(979) 776-7521, or visit 
generationsbcs.com.
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Since 1991, Dr. Troy N. Elms 

has been creating beautiful 

lasting smiles for both 

children and adults in the 

Brazos Valley. 
A Diplomate of the American 

Board of Orthodontics, he is 
one of only two board certified 
orthodontists in Bryan/College 
Station. Elms Orthodontics 
utilizes the most advanced 
treatment techniques including 
heat-activated memory wires, 
self-ligating (Empower) braces, 
clear braces and lingual braces. 
All of these enhance the process 
of helping you achieve the smile 
that you have always wished for, 
in the shortest amount of time. 

Recognized as the ONLY Elite 

Premiere Provider for 
Invisalign in B/CS, 
Dr. Elms is ranked in 
the top percent of all 
dental professionals 
in the United States 
for his experience 
with aligner therapy. 
Dr. Elms offers the 
newest in Invisalign 
technology, the Itero 
Digital Scanner. A 
growing number 
of patients have 
discovered the advantages of 
using these removable and 
invisible plastic straighteners to 
accomplish the same goals as 
traditional braces. Many adults 
who would otherwise require 

extensive and 
expensive cosmetic 
dentistry have 
reaped tremendous 
benefits from 
aligners. With no 
metal and no fuss, 
Invisalign can create 
beautiful results 
using your own 
natural teeth at a 
fraction of the cost of 
veneers or full mouth 
restorations.

Dr. Elms and his team would 
like to welcome you to visit 
their office for a consultation. 
Located at 1501 Emerald 
Parkway in College Station, the 
facility is state of the art. The 

ELMS ORTHODONTICS

The Trusted Leader in Orthodontic Care

office is conveniently located 
right on the Highway 6 Bypass 
and is equipped with the latest 
technology in digital dental 
radiography, photography and 
ortho dontic diagnostics. Part of 
the fun includes a 14-seat movie 
theater, game room and chair-
side iPads for patients. 

Dr. Elms also offers a free 
shuttle service to his patients in 
B/CS schools. The Orthomobile 
is available to patients and makes 
Elms Orthodontics a leader in 
quality patient care. To schedule 
an appointment for your child 
or yourself, call (979) 693-6300 
or 1 (866) 693-0656. For 
additional information, visit  
drelms.com.
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Precision Eye Care is 
your one-stop, Aggie 
owned and operated 
optometric practice. 

Boasting the friendliest 
staff and providing the most 
thorough eye examinations in 
the Brazos Valley, Precision 
Eye Care provides more 
than just glasses exams, 
contact lens exams, and 
medical exams. The highly 
trained clinicians diagnose 
and treat children with 
eye conditions that mimic 
dyslexia and ADHD, visual 
processing disorders, and eye 
coordination dysfunctions.  

Precision Eye Care also 
is able to prescribe specialty 

contact lenses including 
bifocal contacts, post-surgical 
contacts, and lenses for 
keratoconus. Learn more 
about orthokeratology lenses, 
which are worn at night so 
patients can see 20/20 during 
the day without wearing 
glasses or contacts!

The optical boutique 
offers designer frames and 
premium lens products to 
make your vision clear and 
comfortable at work, home, 
and play. New at Precision 
Eye Care is the Optomap 
retinal exam, which allows the 
doctor to evaluate the retina 
without using eye drops!

The Optomap is an 

important component of 
your yearly exam because it 
improves the doctor’s view of 
your retina from 10 percent to 
80 percent in one view. This 
helps Dr. Januskey, OD, to 
diagnose sight-threatening 
conditions like ocular bleeding 

PRECISION EYE CARE

The Place to See for the Best Eye Health

from diabetes or high blood 
pressure, glaucoma, macular 
degeneration, and retinal 
detachments. It can even 
help diagnose life-threatening 
conditions like cancer.  

Don’t take chances with 
your ocular health. 

Call 
Precision Eye 
Care today at 
(979) 985-5305 
to schedule a 
comprehensive 
exam with 
Optomap!
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Aerofit Fitness 
Centers have been 
serving the Brazos 
Valley for more than 
30 years and currently 
have five locations. 
Aerofit recently 
opened two, 24-Hour 
Express locations 
and a new premiere 
facility.  

With the new addition of 
the premiere Longmire facility, 
Aerofit is raising its service to 
a whole new level. The new 
facility features Technogym 
cardio and weight equipment, 
which will help members 

monitor their fitness progress. 
An expanded children’s area, 
larger than any standard kids’ 
play area, promotes activity 
and fitness.

The locker rooms are 
luxurious and feature a lounge 
area for social and relaxation 
purposes. 

The group exercise area 
offers classes on demand 
to help those with hectic 
schedules or who perhaps feel 
uncomfortable working out in 
front of large groups of people. 

The new Aerofit features 
two indoor pools; one for lap 
swimming and the other for 
water classes. Additionally, 

the new facility employs great 
staff. Aerofit relies on its highly 
qualified, degreed and/or 
certified fitness instructors 
and personal training staff 
to work toward a vision 
of a happy, healthy 
community. 

For more 
information on 
Aerofit’s facilities 
and programs, visit 
aerofitclubs.com.

AEROFIT FITNESS CENTERS 

State-of-the-Art and 5 Locations
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The staff at Brazos Estate 
Sales knows that clearing 
out an entire home can seem 
overwhelming. Their services 
allow you to walk away from 
the mystery boxes, dark attics, 
overflowing garages and 
packed cabinets and leave 
the work to them. Brazos 
Estate Sales is not an auction 
company. They conduct 
household estate sales (all 
items are priced) and handle 
all phases of the process, 
including appraisal, cleaning, 

staging, marketing, and the 
sale itself. Brazos Estate 
Sales will find a new home 
for everything in your house. 
With an extensive mailing list 
of dealers, designers and 
individuals, Brazos Estate 
Sales guarantees a great 
turnout at your sale. 

For more information, call 
(979) 587-1923 or email 
kyle@brazosestatesales.
com. 

BRAZOS ESTATE SALES

Here When
You Need Help

In 25 years of service, 
Hospice Brazos 
Valley has become 
the regional provider 
of choice for hospice 
care and an innovative 
leader in palliative and 
end-of-life care. 

Their service area 
encompasses 17 counties 
with offices located in Bryan, 
Brenham, and La Grange as 
well as an Inpatient Facility in 
Bryan. Hospice Brazos Valley 
also operates resale stores 
in Bryan and Brenham. As a 
non-profit, community-based, 
and community-supported 
hospice organization, the staff 

helps patients and their family 
members reclaim the hope 
and strength that is hidden in 
fear and uncertainty. Patients 
receive care from a team of 
skilled professionals whose 
goal is to add quality to life 
when life is limited. 

Consider choosing Hospice 
Brazos Valley as a part of your 
charitable giving for 2015. 
Your gift makes it possible for 
Hospice Brazos Valley to be 
there, always. 

For more information 
contact Hospice 
Brazos Valley at 
(979) 821-2266 or visit 
HospiceBrazosValley.org. 

HOSPICE BRAZOS VALLEY

25 years of Caring
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With 27 years of 
service in the Brazos 
Valley, Brazos Natural 
Foods is THE place to 
shop for the highest 
quality natural foods 
and nutritional 
supplements.

Struggling with pain 
and inflammation, food 
intolerances, digestive 
distress, fatigue, weight gain? 
Visit with the knowledgeable 
staff at Brazos Natural 
Foods to discover a healthy 
new world. It’s everything 
you expect to find in an 
established, locally owned, 

natural foods store: organic 
produce, meats, and 
dairy; foods for special 
dietary needs; bulk goods; 
supplements from top 
national brands; and the 
friendliest staff in town.

Brazos Natural Foods 
has been serving 
Bryan and College 
Station and the 
surrounding 
area since 1988. 
Because the 
store provides an 

alternative to the “sameness” 
of shopping at big-box 
supermarkets, they offer sales 
and promotions on groceries, 
nutritional supplements, 
and body care products 

each month. Take 
advantage 

of these 

specials, as well as other 
promotional and/or clearance 
sales throughout the store.

Reclaim your health 
and vitality. Shop Brazos 
Natural Foods! Visit www.
BrazosNaturalFoods.com 
or call (979) 846-4459 for 
more information about how 
Brazos Natural Foods can 

make your life healthier.

BRAZOS NATURAL FOODS

Reclaim Your Vitality & Health
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Make 2016 the year 
you transform your 
home with a home 
remodeling project 
that’s sure to shine.

Acme Glass can take 
your shower from simple to 
spectacular with the beauty of 
glass and decorative shower 
doors. Or choose from a large 
selection of beveled glass 
and mirrors for your home. 
Acme Glass can install new 
or replace existing shower 
enclosures and mirrors; 
custom make tabletops for 
your furniture; or cut heavy 
glass shelving. Acme glass is 
the only local glass company 
with in-house beveling and 
polishing machines. 

The company, locally 
owned and operated by the 
Morehead family, has been 
in business since 1946 (70 
years) and is now registered 
as a Historic Business - Texas 
Treasure with the Texas 
Historical Commission. Acme 
Glass offers quality products, 
unsurpassed customer service 

and competitive pricing. Their 
expert staff can help you with 
home projects from start to 
finish.

Clearly, the best choice 
for shower glass is a custom 
glass option that resists hard 
water, heat, humidity, soap, 
and even cleaning agents to 
keep it from becoming dull 
over time. ShowerGuard glass 
is a patented technology 
barrier that prevents glass 
from showing signs of age 
and locally available through 
Acme Glass, a Guardian 
ShowerGuard registered 
dealer.

The exact fit is just as 
important as the choice of 
glass. “Everything we make 
at Acme Glass is custom-
made and manufactured 
to exact measurements 
from each location,” says 
Donna Morehead, one of the 
officers of this family owned 
company. For an exact, 
custom fit, the craftsmen at 
Acme Glass won’t measure 
for your custom shower 
surround until the tile work is 

ACME GLASS

Transform Your Home for the New Year

finished, but Morehead urges 
clients to come in early in the 
building or remodel process 
to discuss glass options like 
ShowerGuard, compare 
framed and frameless styles 
on display in their showroom, 
and discuss other glass 
options including bathroom 
mirrors.

Acme Glass has three 
convenient locations 
to serve Brazos Valley 
residents including 
a builder showroom 
in Bryan. They also 
offer auto glass and 
commercial glass 
services. Visit www.
acmeglass.com, or call 
(979) 822-5871 for more 
information.
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Design expertise 
is always in high 
demand and Barbara 
Holley, owner of 
Holley’s Window 
Fashions & Interiors, 
has brought this kind 
of expertise to the 
Brazos Valley.

Fueled by a passion for 
window fashion, more than 
30 years ago Barbara began 
creating custom designed 
window treatments, bedding, 
and accessories for her 
clients.

Barbara and her staff’s 
custom designs and 
unsurpassed customer service 
have enabled Holley’s Window 
Fashions & Interiors to grow 
far beyond their expectations. 
Barbara has always realized 
how important these details 
can be in helping transform 
clients’ homes into their own 
personal spaces. At Holley’s, 
it is easy to make decisions 
since each client is helped by 
knowledgeable staff through 
every step of the process. 
From the initial consultation 
to making fabric and design 
choices, to completion 
and installation, Barbara’s 
sense of style and innovative 
design capabilities make the 
consultation process a breeze. 

The first-class showroom in 
College Station highlights the 
fine Hunter Douglas products 
Holley’s Window Fashions & 
Interiors has to offer residents 
in the region. Barbara has 
wisely arranged a wide 
variety of shutters, blinds and 
draperies throughout the store 

from which to choose, making 
it easy for customers to decide 
what style best suits their 
lifestyle and needs.

No matter what style 
customers select, home trend 
sites agree that the naked 
window look is on its way out 
and window coverings that 
can be adjusted (even from 
a personal iPad) for energy 

HOLLEY’S WINDOW FASHIONS & INTERIORS

Where the Latest Innovations Meet the Highest Standards of Service

efficiency, warmth, and style 
are big and getting bigger. 
Cords on blinds and shades 
may soon be a thing of the 
past, with motorized controls 
becoming an option even in a 
remodel.

“We are putting so many 
hard surfaces in homes, we 
need to put something softer 
on windows,” says Barbara. 
“Shades and shadings are 
soft, but they can open up 
like a blind. Roller shades are 
back, and they are not your 
grandma’s roller shades!”

Barbara suggests 
customers take advantage 
of the Hunter Douglass 
iMagine site that allows clients 
to upload pictures of their 
windows to try with different 
covering options even before 
they meet with a window 
covering professional at 
Holley’s.

As a Hunter Douglas 
Gallery, Holley’s Window 

Fashions & Interiors offers 
customers a full range of Hunter 
Douglas window fashions with 
full size displays to see, touch 
and compare first-hand. With 
the local support of the Hunter 
Douglas Lifetime Guarantee 
and Right Choice Promise, 
clients can be ensured options, 
service and expertise for a 
satisfying home décor shopping 
experience. Additionally, Holley’s 
Window Fashions & Interiors 
has the only Hunter Douglas 
master certified shutter installer 
between the Houston and 
Dallas areas.

For more information, 
call (979) 690-8889 or visit 
holleyswindowfashions.com. 
Holley’s Window Fashions 
& Interiors is located at 
4091 State Highway 6 
South in College Station.
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If you love outdoor 
porch living, but are 
ready to leave behind 
the rain, dust, and 
bugs, Sunspace Texas 
has the best solutions 
to expand your 
family’s usable living 
space. 

No more covering your 
outdoor furniture to protect it 
from the Texas heat and sun 
is just the beginning. From 
new rooms to covers for 
existing porches and pergolas, 
Sunspace Texas has the 
solution.

WeatherMaster Porch 
Windows are the latest 
innovation that allows you 
to maintain maximum view 
and maximum breeze on 
your porch without inviting in 
insects and dirt. Rugs, plants, 
window treatments ¬– even 

TVs and fireplaces – are all 
options and all protected. 
Unlike a typical window, 
the WeatherMaster Porch 
Windows can be opened to 75 
percent of the window area!

Imagine the hours of 
enjoyment for your family while 
using your porch in all weather 
and in a beautiful room. There 
is even a WeatherMaster 
Stacking Door system that 
provides ventilation from zero 
percent up to 100 percent. 
Both are fully warranted and 
customized to your individual 
outdoor living needs.

Not everyone wants to add 
a full room. Acrylic Covers 
for patios and pergolas block 
harmful UV rays and summer’s 
heat while allowing natural light 
through an attractive high-
gloss sheen. With a 30-year 
warranty against yellowing, 
and 10-year warranties against 

SUNSPACE TEXAS

Discover Fine Porch Living & Outdoor Solutions

hail damage and for light 
transmission, this beautiful 
solution for patios does 
not yellow or degrade like 
polycarbonate covers. Acrylic 
covers also include an Anti-
Algae Coating that harnessed 
natural UV rays to keep the 
covers clean.

 Need to cover an existing 
pergola, gazebo or other 
wooden structure? Call about 
Sunspace Texas’ double-
skinned Acrylite sheets that 
can be used as a covering 
system. With a clamping bar 
system for a weather-tight 
seal, it can be attached to the 
existing aluminum or wood 
rafters.

Sunspace Texas has the 
technology and custom fit 
to match your outdoor living 
need and budget. 

From simple solutions 
to Texas heat and sun with 
effective and affordable porch 
covers to home-enhancing 
screen rooms and even 
complete outdoor living areas, 
visit SunspaceTexas.com 
for great ideas, photos, 
solutions and more. Or 
call 1-888-271-5810 to 
speak with a Sunspace 
Texas professional about 
how you can start loving 
outdoor porch living in 
any weather – today!
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A bright outlook and 
exceptional customer service 
are what you can expect 
when you visit Dealers 
Lighting. Whether you’re 
stopping by to pick up a 
light bulb or are investing in 
a custom-made chandelier, 
the staff will help you with all 
your lighting needs.

For more than 50 years Dealers 
Lighting has carried some of the best 
lighting and accessory options in the 
Brazos Valley. However, the store holds 
more than a quick fix for a burned-out 
bulb. 

Their friendly staff takes time to meet 
each customer’s individual lighting 
need, providing knowledgeable lighting 

DEALERS LIGHTING 

A Bright Spot for Service & Products

information without high-pressure sales 
tactics or gimmicks. Their goal is to 
make you a lifelong customer.

The showroom displays a wide array 
of lighting choices to coordinate with 
your lifestyle. The right lighting can 
create a warm and inviting atmosphere 
in your home.

Now is the perfect time to visit 
Dealers Lighting as they are clearing 
out last year’s models to make way for 
2016’s New Styles. Lots of great fixtures 
are on sale now so hurry in and take 
advantage of the savings!

For more information about 
Dealers Lighting, call  
(979) 775-1697 or visit 
their website at www.
dealerselectrical.com.
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BCR REALTORS is 
a full-service real 
estate firm offering 
Residential and 
Commercial real 
estate sales, Property 
Management, and 
Home Owners 
Association 
management services. 

With more than 40 years 
of real estate experience in 
the Bryan/College Station 
community, BCR has the 
knowledge, expertise, and 
tools necessary to help their 
clients achieve profitable and 
timely real estate goals. 

Real Estate Sales: BCR’s 
real estate division includes 
Residential, Commercial, 
Land and Farm & Ranch 
departments. With a large, 
professional team of agents, 
BCR is well equipped with a 

history of successful agents 
to assist in purchasing and 
selling residential properties 
for new and experienced 
homebuyers. BCR commercial 
realtors are well versed in 
commercial land, office 
buildings, warehouses, retail 
locations, management 
and investment property 
purchases. Years of 
experience purchasing, selling, 
and locating agricultural, 
recreational, and investment-
grade rural properties are at 
your disposal with BCR’s team 
of REALTORS

Property Management 
& Leasing: BCR features 
an expert team of staff and 
leasing agents to insure your 
valued investments continue 

BCR REALTORS

Award-winning Real Estate Firm with 40+ Years Local Experience

to remain profitable with some 
of the best occupancy levels 
in town. Tenants have the 
opportunity to choose from 
a wide range of residential 
properties in Bryan and 
College Station, while 
landlords can be assured of 
receiving prompt maintenance 
services and detailed monthly 
reports.

Home Owners Association 
Management Services: BCR’s 
HOA management team serve 
more than 40 communities 
in the Bryan/College Station 
area. Communities include 
subdivisions, condominiums, 
and townhomes, as well 
as commercial office 
complex associations. 

BCR’s HOA teams strive 
to provide knowledge and 
understanding to all HOA 
members. HOA’s are small 
business corporations and 
BCR’s team works behind the 
scenes to manage the daily 
financials, board meetings, 
and communications for the 
communities they manage. 

For more information 
on BCR REALTORS wide 
array of offerings, visit 
bcrbcs.com.
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Located just north of 
Bryan at Hwy. 6 and 
OSR, Circle X Land 
& Cattle Co., Ltd. is 
your source for top-
quality registered 
and commercial 
Brangus cattle. 

Founded in 1998, Circle X 
has more than a decade of 
experience in meeting all of 
your needs for commercial 
and registered Brangus 
cattle. In fact, they not 
only have quality show heifer 
prospects for your junior 
exhibitor and replacement 
heifers to build your herd, 
but even superior bulls to 

improve the performance and 
profitability of your operation. 

When you choose Circle X, 
they assure you that all their 

cattle have proven records 
on feed and boast some of 
the best carcass data values 
in the breed. In addition, the 

CIRCLE X LAND & CATTLE CO., LTD.

Top quality Brangus Cattle in the Brazos Valley!

genetics of their animals are 
guaranteed to improve the 
efficiency of your heard. Circle 
X highly encourages you to 
visit them often to check the 
availability of their animals 
and view pictures of their 
top performers—visitors are 
always welcome! They will be 
happy to give you a tour of 
the facilities and demonstrate 
what makes their program 
so great. With a record of 
accomplishment as pure as 
their prized cattle, why choose 
anyone else? For more 
information, call (979) 
776-5760 or visit www.
circlexbrangus.
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According to a recent 
National Home 
Builders Association 
survey, average 
new-home sizes are 
10 percent smaller 
than in 2010, with the 
average new, single-
family home coming 
in around 2,152 square 
feet. 

Prospective homebuyers 
expect that space to be 
packed with customized 
options like walk-in showers, 
built-ins in the bathrooms, and 
natural materials throughout 
the house, says Michael King 
of King Custom Homes. 

In new home construction 
trends, clients are forgoing 
formal living and dining rooms 

¬and opting for open spaces, 
big breakfast rooms, and 
more creative built-ins, says 
King. Things are looking up, 
literally, with most ceiling 
heights in custom homes now 
starting at 10 feet instead of 
the traditional 8 feet, and they 
just go up from there, he adds.

The limitless ideas and 
options available in new home 
construction and remodels 
can increase the stress of 
what should be the 
beginning of your 
happily ever after home. 

King’s advice for 
the best way to build a 
house from the ground 
up is to first make sure 

you and your builder are a 
good match. 

“Find a builder that suits 
your needs – one that will do 
it your way not their way – and 
who works with your needs,” 
advises King. If the buyer 
and builder don’t click “then 
it makes it 100 times more 
stressful,” says King.

King Custom Homes is 
currently building in many 
growing areas of Bryan and 

KING CUSTOM HOMES.

Downsize Building Stress – Make a Match With Your Builder 

College Station. Subdivisions 
include: Austin’s Colony, 
Castlegate II, Creek Meadows, 
The Estates of Creek 
Meadows, Green Branch, 
Saddle Creek, and Greenbrier. 
Spec homes are available. 

For more information 
about building a 
quality custom home 
or remodeling, visit 
kingcustomhomesbcs.
com or call (979) 492-1691. 
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It’s not just the innovative 
design or the variety of 
Custom Choices™ that 
makes David Weekley 
Homes an outstanding 
company…it’s the people! 

Their secret to success 
is making it an extraordinary 
place to work. Happy team 
members mean delighted 
customers, and anyone who 
has visited David Weekley 
Homes know just how the 
staff feels about delighting 
customers – they wouldn’t 
have it any other way.

It’s All About The Culture
“At David Weekley Homes, 

we have created a culture that 
everyone enjoys, and it’s a 

place that we all look forward 
to coming to each day,” says 
David Weekley. “We also 
constantly strive for excellence 
and give our team members 
the tools they need to reach 
their highest potential, and 
offer them the chance to grow. 
This ensures our company’s 
success and our customers’ 
satisfaction.”

One Purpose: Building 
Dreams, Enhancing Lives

David Weekley Homes’ 

ranking on FORTUNE 
magazine’s “100 Best 
Companies to Work For®” 
lists were based on the 
evaluation of the company’s 
policies, culture and the 
opinions of the team 
members. This celebrated 
culture embraces one purpose 
– building dreams and 
enhancing lives. This enables 

DAVID WEEKLEY HOMES

Building Dreams and Enhancing Lives

the company 
to give back to 
the community 
raising money 
for the United 
Way, National 
MS Society, 
Habitat for 
Humanity and 

many local charities, as well as 
volunteering countless hours. 
As a company and family, the 
staff believes this is truly one 
of the greatest places to work. 
“We are proud of each and 
every person that works with 
us!” says Weekley.
For more information, call  
(979) 314-7888.
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Fresh StartMake a

The difference between a house and a home is in the details. Enjoy all the benefits of owning a new David Weekley 
home in Castlegate II, designed just for you and the way your family lives, including:

Custom Choices
Don’t settle for someone else’s tastes. Choose from thousands of Custom ChoicesTM in our Design Center to make your home truly your own.

Energy Efficient
Our homes exceed industry standards for energy efficiency, and are verified by a third-party company, meaning they’re friendlier to the 
environment and your pocketbook.

Personal Service
As one of the nation’s most award-winning home builders, personal service is integral to everything we do. You’ll enjoy your own Personal 
BuilderSM and professional Design Consultant, who will be with you throughout the building process and beyond.

for you.Designed by you,

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. 
Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2015-16 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. Houston, TX  (HOUA72810)

Create a new beginning with your very own beautiful David Weekley home by calling 979-314-7888

us on Facebook! David Weekley Homes Houston 
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Locally owned and 
operated, Mena 
Plumbing is an 
accredited Better 
Business Bureau 
plumbing contractor 
ready to serve your 
installation and 
maintenance needs.

Looking to remodel your 
home? From water heater 
and toilet installations to 
water testing and pipeline 
replacement, the staff at 
Mena Plumbing provides 
experienced expertise for your 
residential and commercial 
needs. 

Have a slow drain? Mena 

Plumbing offers Roto Rooter 
and drain cleaning services. 

Mena Plumbing takes 
pride in offering fast, reliable 
plumbing services and should 
be your first choice when a 
plumbing issue arises. 

For more information 
and to schedule the 
quality plumbing work 
you need today, call (979) 
260-2600.

MENA PLUMBING

Fast, Reliable Services for 
All Your Plumbing Needs

Clark Isenhour Real 
Estate Services, 
LLC focuses on 
sales, leasing, 
and management 
of commercial 
properties and land 
sales throughout the 
Brazos Valley. With 
over 30 years combined 
experience, John R. Clark, 
Josh Isenhour and their 
associates continue to build 
on their variety of experiences 

and tradition of constant 
honesty, integrity and business 
innovation. 

With numerous areas of 
expertise, quality support 
staff and a convenient office 
located just north of Texas 
A&M University, Clark Isenhour 
stands ready to provide 
the best, most professional 
service in the Brazos Valley. 
For more information, call 
(979) 268-6840 or visit 
clarkisenhour.com.

CLARK ISENHOUR REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Experience and 
Professionalism at its Best
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The Aggie owners 
of Brazos Moving & 
Storage have created 
a one-stop experience 
for moving and for 
storage rentals. 
Whether you are 
moving across town 
or across the state, 
Brazos Moving & 
Storage will help 
make your move as 
rewarding and stress-
free as possible. 

Ready to clear out around 
the house for the New 
Year?  Multiple locations 
offer secure, state-of-the-art, 
storage facilities, including 
accommodations for RVs and 

boat storage.
From the specialized boxes 

and packing materials that will 
protect your valuables to their 
van-accessible storage units, 
Brazos Moving & Storage’s 
trained and courteous staff 
will help match your moving or 
storage needs with the best, 
and most affordable options, 
on the market.

If you want to leave 
everything to the 
professionals, Brazos Moving 
& Storage is fully licensed 
and insured. Fill out a free 
estimate form online for a 
thorough assessment of your 
individual moving needs for a 
comprehensive and accurate 
cost estimate. For peace 

BRAZOS MOVING & STORAGE

One Stop: Supplies, Truck Rentals, Moving Services & Storage Units

of mind, Brazos Moving & 
Storage’s insurance coverage 
spans from the starting point 
of your move to the final 
destination.

With 24-hour residential 
and commercial service, 
wrapping and packing, and of 
course, quality equipment to 
keep everything safe in transit, 
your move is in the best 
possible hands.

For those who want the 
best possible do-it-yourself 
move, the experts at Brazos 
Moving & Storage can 
provide a comprehensive 
selection of the best packing 
boxes, specialized cartons 
and packing materials for 
everything from dishes to 

mattresses and draperies.
Expertly maintained and 

affordable rental options are 
available for commercial and 
residential truck rentals – one 
stop truly does it all!

Must-have storage features 
include: 24/7 access; a fulltime 
onsite manager; computerized 
access; exterior safety lighting; 
and video surveillance. They 
also offer smart-air and climate 
control self-storage units. Unit 
sizes start at the standard 5x5 
and go up to 12x40.

Find the most 
convenient location by 
calling Brazos Moving & 
Storage at (979) 776-1800 
Monday throughSaturday, 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. (closed Sunday; 
but available after hours by 
appointment). Visit 
brazosmovingandstorage.com 
anytime for free estimates, 
storage unit options, 
helpful moving tips, and 
more.  
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The Arkitex Studio 
is an alliance 
of architectural 
professionals 
combining the 
experience of Charlie 
Burris, AIA, Mike 
Record, AIA, Eva 
Read-Warden, AIA, 
and Elton Abbott, AIA. 

The firm was first 
established in 1995 by 
founding principals Charlie 
Burris and Elton Abbott 
and is now celebrating 
20 years of impacting the 
built environment of our 
community. The Arkitex Studio 
wants to thank all of their 
clients and friends for their 
support over these 20 years.

The following services are 
offered by the Arkitex Studio: 
master planning, architectural 
programming, architectural 

design, site and facilities 
planning, interior space 
planning, energy conservation 
and analysis, furnishing and 
equipment planning, and 
visualization and presentation 
renderings.  The studio 
serves the needs of a variety 
of project types: residential, 
commercial, and institutional. 
Project budget size ranges 
from less than $500,000 to 
$20 million.  

Quality architecture 
and enduring personal 
relationships are the 
foundation of the practice. 
Balancing the desire for 
quality with the critical 
elements of program scope, 
budget parameters, and 
time constraints is the 

THE ARKITEX STUDIO

Design, Integrity & Quality Architectural Planning

challenge faced with every 
project. The studio actively 
seeks commissions that will 
challenge them to go beyond 
previous efforts, to better their 
practice and community.

The Arkitex Studio is 
proud of the level of service 
provided to each client. The 
studio’s clients hold continued 
satisfaction with their work, 
which is exemplified in the 
number of repeat clients 
served: Texas A&M University, 
Astin Partners, Stata 
Corporation, Blinn College, 
Stalworth Corporation, the 
City of Bryan, and various 
churches. 

The fact that these 
important entities return to 

the studio again and again is 
a testament to the quality of 
service and the relationships 
created during the project 
process.

When you have a need for 
planning and building design 
services, contact The Arkitex 
Studio to discuss your project 
goals and objectives. For 
more information, visit 
arkitex.com or call  
(979) 821-2635. 

50  INSITE January 2016



RE
AL

 E
ST

AT
E 

& 
AG

RI
BU

SI
NE

SS
BU

SI
NE

SS
 &

 P
RO

FE
SS

IO
NA

L 
SE

RV
IC

ES
RE

TA
IL

 &
 E

NT
ER

TA
IN

M
EN

T
HO

M
E 

IM
PR

OV
EM

EN
T

HE
AL

TH
 &

 W
EL

LN
ES

S

S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  S E C T I O N

B U S I N E S S  &  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com  51



REAL ESTATE & AGRIBUSINESS
HOM

E IM
PROVEM

ENT
HEALTH & W

ELLNESS
BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

RETAIL & ENTERTAINM
ENT

S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  S E C T I O N

B U S I N E S S  &  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

BV Trash Valet 
& Recycling is a 
local, aggie-owned 
company offering 
trash and recycling 
services to homes, 
businesses and 
apartments in the 
Bryan and College 
Station areas. 

Customers appreciate the 
excellent service provided 
and the convenient recycling 
program without having to 
sort materials.  “We pride 
ourselves on excellent service 
that is easy on the customer, 
while saving them money and 
helping them to go-green all 

at the same time,” says owner 
Ricky Hux.

The company has 
been honored with several 
awards.  The 2011 Growing 
Green Communities Award 

BV TRASH VALET & RECYCLING

Local, Green & Giving Back 

sponsored by the Texas 
Engineering Extension 
Service (TEEX) and the 
U.S. Department of 
Commerce Economic 
Development.  In 
addition, BVTVR 
received the 2012 
Community Stewardship 
Award from Keep 
Brazos Beautiful. 

Since 2009, BV 
Trash Valet & Recycling 
has been serving the 
community and now 

they are proud to be giving 
back to the community 
with a college scholarship 
program for local area high 

school seniors awarding them 
$2,000.  To learn more 
about the scholarship 
program visit www.
bvtrashvalet.com/
resources, or call (979) 
777-8968 to learn how 
you may benefit from 
BV Trash Valet’s single-
streamed recycling 
programs offered to 
apartments, businesses, 
and residents.
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S E R V I C E S

Three Things About Pests 
You Probably Didn’t Know

Dr. Scott Lingren is the 
founder of Venus Pest 
Company, a pest control 
company with locations in 
College Station and Dallas.  
He is Texas A&M class of ‘99 
with a PhD in Entomology.

How insects 
survive winter

Even though insects are 
cold blooded, their bodies 
don’t freeze at the same 
temperature as water.  Their 
blood is full of salts and 
sugars.  For the same reason 
that dumping salt on bridges 
keeps ice from forming, insect 
blood won’t freeze at 32 
F.  That, and their behavior 
of seeking shelter during 
the winter allows them to 
survive temperatures well 
below freezing.  Wasps, lady 
beetles, and stink bugs are a 

few insects that are actually 
considered pests in the fall 
and early winter when they 
seek shelter inside houses.

How to tell what is 
making noise in your 
attic - without actually 
going up there

First of all, critters in the 
attic sound about 10 times as 
big as they actually are, so if 
it sounds like a large dog is 
in your attic, it’s probably a 
Raccoon or Opossum.  If you 
hear mainly light scratching at 
night, its probably a mouse.  
Rats and squirrels sound 
basically the same size in an 
attic, but you will only hear 
rats at night while squirrels 
will make noise only at dawn 
or dusk.  

How to survive a 
killer bee attack

If you ever experience the 
misfortune of being attacked 
by bees, this information can 
save your life.  You should 
first cover your face with your 
hands, leaving enough space 
between your fingers to see.  
Next, run away.  Even killer 
bees won’t chase you for 
much more than a half mile.  If 
possible, get inside a house 
or car.  Once inside, bees will 
become disoriented and will 
not be able to attack others 
that may be inside.  DO NOT 
jump in water.  Bees will wait 
longer than you can hold your 
breath.  DO NOT swat at the 
bees.  They are extremely 
attracted to motion and 
swatting will cause more bees 
to attack you. 

For other great facts and 
tips or to find out about our 
pest control services, visit 
www.venuspest.com.  

Let us impress you!
979 774-0486
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ARE YOU CONFIDENT 
you have explored 
all your retirement 
planning options?   

If you had a future 
retirement income or estate 
problem, when would you 
want to know about it - sooner 
or later?

If you could look back many 
years from now and discover 
there were several critical 
questions that you could 
have asked your advisors 
that would have dramatically 
changed you or your heirs’ 
financial future, wouldn’t you 
like to know those questions 
today?

Why Black Swan?  
Europeans once thought that 
all swans were white until 
1697 when Dutch explorers 
discovered Black Swans 
in Western Australia.  This 
discovery proved sometimes 
things are not always as 
we believe them to be.  So 
the Black Swan became a 
symbol of a moment in time 
that challenges common 
beliefs and turns prior thinking 
upside-down.  How certain 
are you about your retirement 
beliefs?

Black Swan’s 
comprehensive retirement 
planning process using critical 
facts and sound financial 

BLACK SWAN RETIREMENT SOLUTIONS

Confidence in Retirement Planning 

decisions, not beliefs and 
assumptions, is the true value 
they offer.  

Their proprietary 
“Retirement Test Drive” 

differentiates them as an 
advisory firm.  It is specific 
enough to give engineers their 
required level of detail and 
easy for others to grasp basic 
retirement planning concepts 
with two simple graphs.  
Retirement “Peace of Mind”.

For help with your 
retirement goals, call 
Royce Bordman at 
(979) 820-4281 or email 
Royce@blackswanRS.
com. 

54  INSITE January 2016



RE
AL

 E
ST

AT
E 

& 
AG

RI
BU

SI
NE

SS
BU

SI
NE

SS
 &

 P
RO

FE
SS

IO
NA

L 
SE

RV
IC

ES
RE

TA
IL

 &
 E

NT
ER

TA
IN

M
EN

T
HO

M
E 

IM
PR

OV
EM

EN
T

HE
AL

TH
 &

 W
EL

LN
ES

S

S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  S E C T I O N

B U S I N E S S  &  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

Allstate Insurance 
owner Jacqueline 
Voss and her team 
make sure their 
customers have the 
insurance products 
they need to protect 
themselves and their 
families. 

“We strive for exceptional 
service and deliver assurance 
that you’re prepared for any 
unexpected circumstances,” 
Voss said. “We don’t just 
sell policies; we help you 
understand your insurance 
needs, explain coverage 
options, and help you make 
informed decisions on the best 

available coverage.”
Voss was also 

recently honored as 
an Allstate Premier 
Agency for 2014, a 
prestigious service 
designation bestowed 
on fewer than 48 
percent of Allstate’s 
nearly 10,000 agency 
owners across the 
country. “As an 
exclusive Allstate agent in 
Bryan, I know many local 
families,” Voss said. “My 
knowledge and understanding 
of the people in this 
community help me provide 
customers with an outstanding 
level of service.”

JACQUELINE VOSS ALLSTATE INSURANCE

The Best Insurance Agent for Your Family’s Needs 

Phillip Miller, a life financial 
specialist, along with Heather 
Hanna, Robin Jantzen, 
Danielle Condon and Karen 
Guyton, all sales producers, 
know everything about the 
products the company offers 
and round out the team,  
Voss said.

“Entrusting Allstate with 
your family’s future means 
you will be working with an 
experienced, knowledgeable 
team dedicated to protecting 
what you own and preparing 
for the future,” she said. “We 
help protect their assets like 
home and auto.  We offer 
family protections with life, 
long-term care, cancer  
and insurance.” 

To accommodate more 
customers, Voss added 
staff and moved her agency 
this year to 4415 South 
Texas Ave. in Bryan. For 
more information, call 
(979) 846-5758 or email 
jvoss@allstate.com.
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When George J. 
Dexter & Co. opened 
its doors on March 
1, 1876, Dallas was a 
small town of 4,000.  
General W.L. Cabell 
was mayor, Richard 
Coke was governor, 
and General Ulysses 
S. Grant was in the 
White House.George 
J. Dexter senseda 
magic about Dallas 
in 1876 that lured him 
from Canada to begin 
a career in insurance 
with his brother, 
Charles.

Together they created an 
insurance agency that would 
survive more than 139 years. 
A similar sense of anticipation 
about the future of Bryan/
College Station prompted 
Jim Davis to open the first 
offshoot of the Dallas office in 
1995. Texas A&M Class of ’85, 
Jim had spent the previous 
10 years running successful 
insurance agencies in Florida 
and Washington D.C.Since 
then, Dexter & Co. has served 
the burgeoning community’s 
insurance needs. 

Specializations include 
Property and Casualty 
insurance coverage for  
 

DEXTER & CO INSURANCE

Insuring Texans Since 1876 

both the personal and 
commercial sectors including: 
General Liability * Workers 
Compensation * Business 
Auto * Commercial Umbrella *                                                         
Homeowners * Personal 
Auto * Personal Umbrella * 
Watercraft

As an independent 
insurance brokerage, Dexter 
has access to top insurance 
companies acrossthe state.To 
find an insurance policy that 
meets your individual needs, 
call (979) 764-8444.
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Traditions Wealth 
Advisors is a fee-only 
firm. For more than 
20 years, Tradition’s 
Certified Financial 
Planners act as 
fiduciaries, which are 
the highest standard 
of ethics in the 
industry. 

It means always doing 
what is the ultimate best 
for the client. Traditions 
Wealth Advisors is the 
only independent Certified 
Financial Planner in Bryan/
College Station that is 100% 
Aggie owned.

Contact TWA today for your 
financial planning needs. Brien 
Smith, CFP ’81, Lois Scogin 
MBA ’95, or Cam Woolvrton 
CFP, ’85 will be happy to 
discuss your financial future 
with you.

For more information, 
call (970) 694-9100 or  
toll free (888)-694-9100, 
or visit 
TraditionsWealthAdvisors.com.

TRADITIONS WEALTH ADVISORS

Traditionally Unique 
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Ron’sRon’s
Since 1979

Over 50 years experience
•	Complete	auto,	truck	and	boat	upholstery

•	We	also	recover	office	furniture,	dental	
chairs,	and	all	other	medical-related	
furniture,	restaurant	booths	and	chairs

•	Three	and	four	wheelers

•	Motorcycle	seats	rebuilt	and	recovered

822-9595 or 823-4343
113 East Wm. J.Bryan Pkwy.  •  Historic Downtown Bryan

Over 50 years experience

AUTO UPHOLSTERYAUTO UPHOLSTERY
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Wade VanDerBoom is 
an agent with the New 
York Life Insurance 
Company. 

Being a business owner for 
over 28 years, he understands 
the challenges faced in today’s 
ever-changing business 
environment. Helping you, 
the business owner, with risk 
management, asset retention, 
and retirement planning is his 
key focus.  

Helping you solve the 
problems of:
• How can our business best 
be prepared if my partner or I 
suddenly died?
• What can I do to help retain 
my best employees?

• How can I minimize  
taxes? *
• How can my retirement 
plan work to compliment my 
business plan?
• How can I add some cost 
effective benefits for my 
employees?
• How can I ensure the 
continuity of my business if 
something happened to one of 
my key people?
• What’s the best way to 
ensure a smooth transition of 
my business?
• How can I maximize what I 
leave to my heirs?

Helping you minimize risk, 
minimize taxes, maximize your 
savings, and maximize your 
returns is the goal of Wade & 
the New York Life Team. 

D. WADE VANDERBOOM, NEW YORK LIFE

Serving You – The Business Owner 

Why New York Life For 
Your Needs

An insurance policy is only 
as good as the company 
behind it.  To help consumers 
make intelligent decisions, 
independent services rate 
insurers.  While the same 
services use the same criteria 
to make their judgments, 
each focuses on a separate 
aspect of a company.  New 
York Life Insurance Company 
and its subsidiary New York 
Life Insurance and Annuity 
Corporation have received 
the highest ratings currently 
awarded to any insurer by all 
four major ratings agencies:

Moody’s  
AAA for Financial Strength
A.M. Best  
A++ for Financial Strength
Standard & Poor’s
AA+ for Financial Strength
Fitch  
AAA for Financial Strength
Source: Individual Third Party  

Rating Reports (as of 8/1/2013

For more information, 
contact D. Wade 
VanDerBoom with New 
York Life Insurance 
at (979) 219-9560 or 
dwvanderboom@
ft.newyorklife.
com, or visit www.
WadeVanDerBoom.
nylagents.com.
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Life Insurance. Retirement. Investments.

Douglas “Wade” VanDerBoom
Agent, New York Life Insurance Company
Bryan, College Station, Houston
3200 Southwest Frwy,Suite 1900
Houston, TX 77027
(979) 219-9560
dwvanderboom@ft.newyorklife.com
www.wadevanderboom.nylagents.com/

I ’m here to help you plan for 
the future so you can continue 
al l  the good you do in your l ife.

Turn good intentions 
into greater actions.

#15

SMRU1614160(Exp.08/07/2016) © 2015 New York Life Insurance Company, 51 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10010

Registered Representative offering investments through NYLIFE Securities 
LLC (Member FINRA/SIPC), A Licensed Insurance Agency.
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Take a trip around the 
world without ever 
leaving Downtown 
Bryan. You will 
experience the world’s 
cultures in a beautiful 
and inviting way when 
you step into EarthArt, 
located at 209 S. 
Main in Downtown, 
just across from the 
LaSalle Hotel. 

EarthArt’s owners have 
scoured the globe so they can 
offer customers an eclectic 
mix of treasures from all over 
the world. With unique gifts 
and home accessories ranging 
from tapestries, woodcarvings 

and bags to jewelry, clothing 
and home decor, visiting 
EarthArt ensures the fashions, 
home accessories or gifts you 
purchase will be as unique as 
you are.

Established in 1991, 
EarthArt has been a favorite 
of the Brazos Valley for more 
than 20 years and remains 
a favorite for many returning 
customers. New customers 
know they have found a 
treasured new friend from the 
moment they walk in the door. 
Specializing in ethnic art, and 
featuring designer jewelry by 
Christian Reyn Designs, the 
shop is the perfect place to 
find an enchanting gift, from a 

wide range of incense, incense 
holders, ornamental trinkets, 
religious icons and idols, 
macramé and miniature water 
prisms to stunning, one-of-a-
kind jewelry and clothing.

Enjoy a relaxed atmosphere 
and knowledgeable sales staff 
in a charming atmosphere 
filled with the aroma of 
sandalwood and incense. 

Your adventure begins 
when you visit EarthArt 
where you can support a 
local business and stray 
beyond the ordinary – at 
the same time! Call (979) 
779-8208 for store hours 
and detailed directions.

EarthArt

Go Beyond the Ordinary

click www.insitebrazosvalley.com  59



REAL ESTATE & AGRIBUSINESS
HOM

E IM
PROVEM

ENT
HEALTH & W

ELLNESS
BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

RETAIL & ENTERTAINM
ENT

S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  S E C T I O N

R E T A I L  &  E N T E R T A I N M E N T

When a man 
vacationing in 
Colorado takes 
an evening stroll 
around the small 
RV park where he is 
staying and counts 
eight trucks that say 
Henson on the back, 
there is no doubt this 
company’s motto – 
“We stand behind 
what we say and what 
we sell!” – depicts 
the true nature of this 
unique automotive 
establishment. 

Owners Fred and Liz 
Henson have poured into 
the lives of their employees, 
their customers, and their 
community. “It is just part of 
them to build people up—to 
reinvest in their business 

through their employees,” 
Finance Manager Cheryl 
Adams stated. 

When Fred read that 
Dodge was going to put 
diesel engines in trucks, 
he decided to follow his 
dream of opening his own 
dealership. P. M. Stanley 
was retiring and ready to 
sell. The original site was a 
cluster of buildings ready 
for a new commencement. 
From the beginning, 
Fred and Liz have been 
“hands on” owners, 
which included painting the 
new location and working 
with, interacting with, and 
encouraging each of their 
employees. 

When the pecan tree that 

HENSON MOTOR COMPANY

‘Standing Behind the Sale’ is So Much More Than a Motto

stood in front of the dealership 
had to be removed, the 
owners had the wood crafted 
into the conference room 
table. “We want to remember 
from where we came, where 
we started, to have those 
memories.” 

The Henson family 
dealerships carry the three 
domestic brands: Ford, 

Chevy, and Dodge. Of the 
three, the Dodge store has 
been in business the longest. 
Henson Motor Company 
sells Dodge, Chrysler, Jeep, 
and Ram. Henson Chevrolet 
carries Chevy, GM, Buick, and 
Pontiac. Henson Ford carries 
Ford products. 

Each location maintains 
its own Parts and Service 
Department. Two outside 
sales personnel in the Houston 
area maintain commercial 
accounts. The Ford location 
also houses a Body shop.

Henson Motor Company, 
which sits at one of the busiest 
traffic intersections in Texas, 
truly exists as a family. The 
three locations are within two 
miles of each other.  

Visit them online 
at HensonMotor.
com, at 105 S May St., 
Madisonville, TX 77864, 
or call them toll free at 
(866) 753-6152.

Article provided courtesy of 
Postcards Magazine.
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Located in the 
Historic Downtown 
Bryan District, Square 
One Downtown Bryan 
Event Center & Loft is 
conveniently located 
at 211 W. Wm. J 
Bryan Pkwy, across 
the street from the 
Downtown Bryan Post 
Office. Downtown 
Bryan is among 
the state’s newest 
Cultural Districts, a 
distinction awarded to 
selected cities by the 
Texas Commission of 
the Arts. 

Cultural districts are 
special community areas 
that stimulate economic 
development and community 
revitalization as well as 
harness the power of cultural 

resources. 
After a lengthy and 

thorough renovation with 
attention to every detail 
and honoring the historical 
nature of the building, Square 
One is excited to open the 
doors and proudly serve the 
growing Bryan/College Station 
community. 

The ground floor of this 
quaint building, built in the 
early 1900s, is perfect for any 
of your special event needs 
and can accommodate up to 
75 of your guests. Square One 
is proud to features just about 
any event accommodation 
needed to host your dream 
event including a catering 
prep kitchen complete with 
commercial refrigerator, 

SQUARE ONE

Downtown Bryan Event Center & Loft

freezer and catering holding 
cabinet. 

In addition, Square One 
features a separate bar 
entertainment area complete 
with handicap accessible 
bar, tapped kegerator, and 
refrigerated storage.

The second floor of Square 
One features a fully appointed 
three-bedroom, two-bath loft 
with its own private outdoor 
entrance. Rent this beautiful 
loft as a retreat for your 
Wedding Party or as a Bridal 
Suite. The Loft space is also 
perfect to rent for any game 
getaway weekend. The Loft 
is just a short walk to the 
Downtown Parking Garage 
to meet up with the Shuttle to 

ride to Kyle Field.  
Check out the Square 

One webpage for 
more information at 
SquareOneDowntownBryan.
com, or email for pricing 
and booking information  
bookings@
squareonedowntownbryan.com

The staff of Square One 
is looking forward to hearing 
from you and providing you 
with the event space of your 
dreams.
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There is an event on 
your horizon. 

Whether it’s a family 
celebration or a corporate 
retreat, creating the mood 
you want to infuse your 
gathering will all come down 
to the details. Is the food 
selection inspired or routine? 
Will the setting enhance or 
detract from the gathering? 

You need a plan. 
Located in beautiful 

facility off Texas Avenue in 
College Station, Ashley & 
Co. has three fulltime event 
coordinators ready to help. 
“Because we are local, you 
can come in touch and feel 
different fabrics, look at 

different settings, and talk 
about ways to personalize 
any event,” says owner Ashley 
Sanders. Services range from 
event rental items to full-
service event coordination.

ASHLEY & COMPANY 

Event Décor Rental Is Just the Beginning

“We 
don’t have 
to be there 
during the 
event,” says 
Sanders. 
“Maybe we 
just help put 
together the 
‘nuts and 
bolts’ that 
will allow you 
to enjoy the 
experience.” 

In-house 
rentals are a huge advantage 
with Ashley & Co. – chairs, 
tables, and linens, even pipe 
and drape. Not sure what 
special add-ons or site builds 

like tents with AC/heating, 
flooring or dance floors you’ll 
need? Or how to make it all 
work on a budget?

That’s where a combined 
30 years of event experience 
and Ashley & Co.’s personal 
service come into play. “We 
can help you put yourself in 
both the position of who is 
hosting and who is attending,” 
says Ashley. 

Stephanie Hollis, Ashley 
Sanders, Kelly Nail (pictured 
right) are ready to help you 
plan whatever events 2016 
has in store. Visit 3122 Texas 
Avenue S. in College Station, 
online at AshleyandCompany.
com, or call (979) 458-9802.
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(979) 260-4519 shop
4407 S. Texas Ave.   Bryan, Texas 77802

www.trumanchocolates.com

36Wonderful
FlAvorS 
White Chocolate  |  Strawberry Cheesecake  |  Strawberry

S’More  |  Red Velvet  |  Raspberry  |  Pistachio

Piña Colada  |  Peppermint  |  Peanut Butter  |  Peach

Passion Fruit  |  Mojito  |  Mint  |  Mimosa

Milk Chocolate  |  Margarita  |  Mango  |  Lemon

Key Lime  |  Honey  |  Grand Marnier  |  Espresso

Dark Chocolate  |  Cupcake  |  Crème Brûlée

Coffee  |  Coconut  |  Cinnamon  |  Cherry

Champagne  |  Chambord  |  Blackberry

Banana  |  Apple  |  Amaretto

Custom Candy BarsChocolates for Special Occasions
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At Fabulous Fur Pet 
Salon, you will find 
professional grooming 
services performed by 
an experienced team 
of groomers that are 
animal lovers too! 

All pets are treated 
gently with positive training 
methods and rewards, never 
harsh words or punishment. 
With a certified groomer 
on staff, Fabulous Fur only 
performs grooming and 
styling procedures that do not 
place undue stress or cause 
discomfort to your pet. 

Fabulous Fur Pet Salon 
offers a variety of grooming 

services to accommodate just 
about any breed of dog. No 
matter the age, size, or breed 
of your four-legged friend, your 
satisfaction is guaranteed. 
Your furry friend will be 
greeted by name and ensured 
a comfortable and happy 

FABULOUS FUR PET SALON

Signature Spa Services for Man’s Best Friend

experience 
through the 
entire grooming 
process. 
All housing, 
grooming 
stations, and 
equipment are 
disinfected 
between every 
pet. Your pet 
will be treated 

with love and respect, as if he 
or she were our own.

Your most trusted 
companion deserves to be 
pampered. Treat your furry 
friend to a little bit of spoiling 
and pampering by scheduling 
an appointment for them to 

enjoy Fabulous Fur’s grooming 
and spa services!

“Cindy and her team at 
Fabulous Fur did a great 
job on my fur babies! The 
staff was super friendly and 
sweet to my pups, so I felt 
completely comfortable 
leaving them there. An overall 
excellent experience for both 
the fur babies and me.” Lynn 
R. Campbell

For more 
information, visit 
fabulousfurpetsalon.
com or call  
(979) 436-2790.
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From the moment 
they opened, Molly’s 
has been getting rave 
reviews for everything 
from the warm, 
personal service to 
the cold, delicious ice 
cream. 

“I was expecting an ice 
cream parlor. Turns out, it’s 
much more…and oh so 
good!” says the review by 
EatBCS.com. “Eclectic menu 
and exceptionally friendly 
staff!” according to their 4.5-
star reviews on Yelp. 

Just across from the 
LaSalle Hotel, Molly’s makes 
you feel like you’re at home, 

only better, with food you 
WANT to eat! Try a classic 
Rueben sandwich, the 
Jalepeno Talapia, or the to-
die-for Baked Potato Soup.  

Forget fast food! Run in 
for Molly’s daily Hot Lunch 
Special, a slice of homemade 
pie (and don’t forget the 
ice cream!). You can call 
ahead for take-out: (979) 
823-6655; Mon.-Sat. 
Open 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Thur.-Sat. Open 5 p.m. to 
9 p.m., Closed Sunday, 
located at 201-A Main St. 
in Downtown Bryan.

 MOLLY’S MAGNIFICENT CREAMERY & EATERY

Udderly Bodacious Specials, 
Homemade Pie & Dinners  

Millican Art Glass 
features the 
handmade fused 
glasswork of John 
Walton. 

Using fused or kilnformed 
glass, John combines 
technical skill, precise 
planning, and artistic 
expression to achieve infinite 
possibilities in household and 
commercial glass décor. 

Customizable to size, 
shape, and color, Millican 
Art Glass produces glass 
vessel sinks, light shades, 
decorative pieces, as well as 
licensed Texas A&M University 
collections. 

Millican Art Glass designs 
are the perfect modern touch 
to your home or office. 

All items are made 
to order. For samples 
and ordering, visit 
millicanartglass.com or 
shop at etsy.com/shop/
MillicanArtGlass. 

MILLICAN ART GLASS

Handmade Glass  
Art Decor 
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BRYAN-COLLEGE STATION
DINING / CATERING / VENUES
CAFÉ ECCELL & LA BODEGA CATERING
www.cafeeccellbryantx.com,,www.labodegacatering.com, 4401 
S. Texas Avenue (979) 599-7929, (979) 599-7919, info@
laboega catering.com. For private parties, weddings or 
any event off premise from buffets and mixers to fine 
dining for 25-1,000 people. Café Eccell plus La Bodega 
plus your imagination adds up to Eccell Group Catering 
and anything you want!
CAFFE CAPRI ITALIAN RESTAURANT
www.theplaceforitalian.com, 222 N Main St, Bryan 
(979)822-2675. This award winning downtown restaurant 
has been serving creative and reasonably priced Italian 
dishes for 20 years. Enjoy their art deco interior, local art 
display and upbeat atmosphere. Lunch M-F 11am-2pm; 
Dinner M-Th 6pm-9pm; F-Sa 5pm-9pm
CENARE RESTAURANT
www.gotocenare.com, 404 University Dr E, CS (979)696-
7311. Cenare offers a variety of authentic Italian cuisine 
and beautifully presented dishes. Whether you are looking 
for an intimate evening, a nice place for the entire family 
or a place to host your next event, Cenare is a great choice. 
M-F 11am-2pm; M-Th 5-9pm; F-Sa 5-10pm
CHEF TAI’S MOBILE BISTRO
www.cheftai.com, check website for daily locations 
and hours (979) 268-3251. Chef Tai’s Mobile Bistro is 
America’s Favorite Food Truck serving a blend of globally 
inspired cuisine.
DOUBLE DAVE’S PIZZA
www.DoubleDaves.com, 3505 Longmire Dr., College 
Station or 1410 S. Texas Ave., College Station or  2305 
Boonville Rd. Ste 900, Bryan. A real pizza joint combining 
great atmosphere and mouth-watering eats complete 
with hand-tossed dough, from-scratch sauce, and fresh 
vegetables.  Check www.doubledaves.com for specific 
store hours
THE HONEYBAKED HAM CO. & CAFÉ
Order catering online at MyHoneyBakedStore.com, 3975 
Hwy 6 S and Rock Prairie Road, CS (979) 314-1229. Visit 
for specialty foods, catering and Café. One size gifts all! 
HoneyBaked gift cards available in any denomination. 
M-F 11am-6pm Sa 11am-5pm
J.CODY’S STEAKS AND BBQ
3610 S. College Ave., Bryan (979) 846-CODY. J.Cody’s 
serves both tender and juicy steaks and mouth watering 
BBQ. Let J.Cody’s cater your next event. M-Th 11am-9pm, 
F-Sa 11am-9:30pm, Su 11am-3pm
LASALLE HOTEL
www.lasalle-hotel.com, 120 S. Main St., Bryan (979) 822-
2000, Located in the heart of historic downtown Bryan, 
LaSalle Hotel, Café and Bar has corporate and group rates, 
conference and meeting rooms, and an executive chef on 
staff.
LUIGI’S PATIO RISTORANTE
www.luigispatiorstorante.com, 3975 SH-6 S, CS (979) 
693-2742. Luigi’s Patio Ristorante offers genuine Italian 
cuisine in a cozy atmosphere that transports you straight 
to the heart of Italy. You can choose to dine in the villa-
style home interior or “outside” in the piazza town center, 
an indoor patio outfitted to embody all the excitement 
of a traditional Italian market square. Live music, check 
website for schedule. Open for lunch Tu-Fri 11:30am-2pm. 
Open for dinner Tu-Su 5:30pm, call for closing times. 
Brunch Su 11:30am-2pm 
MR. G’S PIZZERIA
www.gotomrgs.com, 201 W 26th St., Bryan (979) 822-
6747; 404 E University Dr., College Station (979) 693-

6747. At Mr. G’s, every slice is served with family pride, the 
freshest ingredients, original recipes and only the finest 
imported Italian cheeses. Now serving Gluten Free pizza. 
Bryan location: M-F 11am-2pm & 5pm-9pm, Sa 5pm-9pm. 
College Station location: M-Th 11am-2pm & 5pm-9pm, F 
11am-2pm & 5pm-10pm. Sa 5pm-10pm. 
MUST BE HEAVEN
www.mustbeheaven.com, 100 S. Main St., Bryan (979) 
822-7722; 1136 East Villa Maria, Bryan (979) 731-8891; 
1700 Rock Prairie Rd., College Station (979) 764-9222. 
Reminisce the good ole’ days of Ice Cream Shoppes and 
hand-crafted sandwiches at Must Be Heaven. Bryan 
locations’ hours: M-F 8am-6pm, Sa 8am-3pm. College 
Station hours: M-F 8am-8pm, Sa 8am-3pm
NAPA FLATS
www.NapaFlats.com, 1727 S. Texas Ave., College 
Station (979) 383-2500. Napa Flats Wood-Fired Kitchen 
is a lively restaurant with a unique patio and bar serving 
Californian-Mediterranean-Italian meals. M-Th 11am-
10pm F-Sa 11am-11pm Su 11am-9pm
NORTHGATE JUICE JOINT
www.NorthgateJuiceJoint.com, 215 University Dr., 
College Station (979) 704-6010. Vitamins never tasted so 
good at Northgate Juice Joint, crafters of fresh, natural, 
and delicious juices and smoothies. M-F 10am-8pm Sa 
10am-8pm Su 12pm-4pm
PAOLO’S ITALIAN KITCHEN
www.PaolosItalianKitchen.com, 809 University Dr. 
#100 next to the Hilton Hotel (979) 485-2704. Life is too 
short not to eat well. Signature dishes include Baked 
Clams seasoned with garlic, Veal Marsala with sautéed 
mushrooms, Chicken Scarpariello – oven roasted with 
bell pepper, onion & garlic. M-Sa 11am-2pm lunch M-Sa 
5-9:30pm dinner
PEACH CREEK VINEYARDS
www.PeachCreekWineyards.com, 2029 Peach Creek 
Road, CS (936) 825-3669. There’s plenty of parking at this 
picturesque operation nestled in the beautiful countryside 
near College Station. Visit this winery and novelty gift 
shop in the heart of a Texas vineyard. While there, be sure 
to view the antique grape press from the late 1800s and 
ask about the Adopt-A-Vine program. F-Sa 12pm-6pm, Su 
1-5pm
READFIELD MEATS & DELI
www.readfieldmeats.com, 2701 S. Texas Ave., Bryan 
(979) 822-1594. Your summer solution to meal planning 
and great BBQs, choose UDA Choice & Prime beef, 
Widwest Grain-fed Pork, Fresh Poultry, Lamb, Smoked 
Sausage, Cajun Boudin, and Honey Glazed Hams. M-F 
8am-6pm Sa 8am-4pm
THE REPUBLIC
www.therepublic1836.com, 701 University Dr E, CS 
(979)260-4120. Recently receiving the designation of AAA 
four diamond steak house, The Republic offers a variety of 
gourmet steak options, seafood, wine, and whiskey. Their 
focus is on the use of fine, locally grown foods and simple 
Texas cooking in an elegant setting. M-Sa 5-10pm
ROCKIN B STEAKHOUSE
www.rockinbsteakhouse.com, 3629 Tabor Rd., Bryan 
(979) 485-2970. Experience a true taste of the Southwest, 
soon to be your favorite family owned and operated bar 
and grill. Wednesday night is Prime Rib Night. Signature 
dishes include Chicken-Fried sTeak with Smoked Jalapeno 
Gravy, Margarita Shrimp with Angel Hair Pasta, Filet 
Mignon with Gorgonzola Demi Glace and more. Full 
service bar. Tu-Th 11am-9pm F-Sa 11am-10pm
THE TAP
www.tapbcs.com, 815 Harvey Rd, CS, (979)696-5570. 
The Tap is a former train depot transformed into a sports 

bar and restaurant. This local favorite has more than 
30 TVs, darts, pool tables, NTN trivia, dominoes, two 
huge porches, occasional live music specials, burgers, 
sandwiches, and free peanuts. M-Sa 11am-2pm
TRUMAN CHOCOLATES
www.trumanchocolates.com, 4407 S Texas Ave, Bryan 
(979)260-4519. Choose from signature series boxes or 
customize your own. Numerous flavors to choose from. 
Made on site by well-trained staff. Perfect to leave a 
lasting impression for any event! Open M-F 10am-6pm; 
Sa 10am-3pm; Closed on Sunday 
VERITAS
www.veritaswineandbistro.com, 830 University Dr E, 
Ste 400, CS (979) 268-3251. Classically trained chefs 
offer creative cuisine in a casual, contemporary setting. 
Veritas embraces usage of organic and local produce, 
wild caught seafood flown in directly from the source, as 
well as poultry and meat raised naturally. Highly-trained 
associates and wine stewards can guide you through 
an award-winning wine list, which has garnered Wine 
Spectator’s Award of Excellence (2007-2010). Lunch M-Sa 
11am-2pm; Dinner Sun-Th 5:30pm-9:30pm, F-Sa 5:30pm-
10pm
VILLAGE CAFE
www.theVillageDowntown.com, 210 W. 26th St., 
Bryan (979) 703-8514. Lined with local art, this upbeat 
coffeehouse offers locally sourced bites and brews with 
live music. Sun & M 8am-5pm, Tu 8am-9pm, W-Fr 8am-
12am, Sa 8am-2am

ENTERTAINMENT & ATTRACTION
SCHLITTERBAHN WATER PARK
www.schlitterbahn.com, New Braunfels Waterpark 
(830) 625-2351; New Braunfels Lodging (855) 246-0273; 
Galveston Waterpark (409) 770-9283. Bring the whole 
family to experience why Schlitterbahn has been voted 
the best waterpark anywhere. Enjoy thrilling water slides 
or relax in the Lagoon for a day of fun in the sun. You 
can bring your own picnic into the park or enjoy the fun 
food available and resort lodging is available at the New 
Braunfels location. Park hours vary by season.
TEXAS RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL
www.TexRenFest.com, 21778 FM 1774, Todd Mission 
(281) 356-2178. The Texas Renaissance Festival is one of 
the largest, most acclaimed renaissance fairs in Texas and 
offers themed festival events for 8 weekends every fall. 
Visit website for schedule. 

BURLESON COUNTY
DINING / SHOPPING
MAD HATTER’S TEA ROOM
www.madhatterstearoom.com, 210 S. Echols, Caldwell 
(979) 567-3504. The Mad Hatter’s cozy eatery provides 
tantalizing treats and generous portions bursting with 
flavor, a unique selection of gift items, gourmet coffees, 
and specialty teas. Open for breakfast and lunch and 
special events by appointment. W-Sa 8am-5pm

WASHINGTON COUNTY
DINING / CATERING
FUNKY ART CAFÉ & COFFEE BAR
202 W Commerce St, Brenham (979)836-5220. Delicious 
and different, Funky Art Café in Brenham offers enticing 
entrees to please the palate before shopping in its 
companion retail shop, The Pomegranate M-Fr 11am-
2pm; Sa 11am-3pm

Listings provided as a service. Insite is not responsible 
for errors or omissions.
For menus, maps and directions, visit InsiteBrazosValley.
com/eats-and-treats
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Sign Up for the Wednesday Wake Up to 
the Weekend Possibilities e-newsletter for 

Events, Live Music & More!
It’s FREE! InsiteBrazosValley.com


